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PREFACE

by Brigadier R.C. Lemprigre-Robin, O. vigneur de Rosel

This excellent book is a history of both the land

community of St Martin. It is a mainly
rural Parish where my ancestors and I have been
fortunate enough to live for many generations, and
in the process have reaped the benefits of that as-
sociation. It is a Parish of singular beauty, with its
wonderful coastline, harbours and beaches, and
of great history, as we can see by studying the
churches, the castle, the neolithic monuments and
the breakwater. But above all it is the communi
spirit which holds it all together, and this is por-
trayed in this book.

The many Parishioners who have given so
freely of their time and knowledge to put this book
together have not only shown themselves to be
true St Martinais, but have done something which
should help to kindle a pride and interest in this
Parish community throughout future generations.

2’( Z u«.{l;uﬂv—j‘hx;’

Raoul Lempriére-Robin
Rosel Manor
January 1999
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Ancient Times

THE GEOLOGY AND TOPOGRAPHY OF ST MAR

T'he granite rocks of Les Ecréhous — along with their vard extensions in the reefs of the
Diroilles and Paternosters - have been in existen: ething x hundred million years
These rocks were d from the rocks of Jers nt fault line mn,v Le Ruan
which, even now, has
Martin si a significant effect on past and present relatic ml.u,u

the Island and the reefs 1, it is a fanl of great age and importance.

To discover how St ) ' od, we 5 k back between 500 and 600
million years, to exam of mountain-building and its later consequences.

molten magma deep in the heart of a truly ancient

nature from the present da . 'This ran o ¢ asts of an eq
ancient land mass known as Gondw: But time passed and that minute sp.
Gondwanaland which was to become Je und in a situation more akin to the

chain of Sumatr 3 aw oul of the sea at that tme just as those of

Indies have in the recent past, #nd are continuing to do today.

These dramatic cvents orded in the Parish in ajor outerop of volean
tending from the Téte des Hougues in Trmity to the Gorey aren. They form a very varied serics of
vocks vecording many different types of volcanic activity and are superbly exposed from
Archirondel along to Petit Portelet, below Mont Orgueil Castle. There is even a remnant of the
manne deposits from the ses out of which the volcances grew, though the main dep
sea, the stata of the Jorsey shale formation, compeosed mainly of shaly and sk, are to be
found in the central and western parishes. The most exciting of the volcanic outcrops exists im
mediately to the south of Anne Port on the upper foreshore, where hexagonal prisms are strik-
ingly exposed, turned on their side, just like a smaller version of the Giant's Causeway, though in
a different rock type {Fig. 2)

The upheavals associated with the formation of the Cadomian mountain-building episode
thus created first the deep molten magmas now forming the Ecréhous reef, then the voleanoes
growing out of the seas of the time.

d uplified
domian mountain chain. One of the most lmporiant f d that of Le
a profound fault extending deep into the carth's crust and activity on it was consid
rnhlr during the uplift of the Cadomian mountzins, In fact it was so active that the nor
as uplifted more than the south and, on the north side, steep high cliffs were formed from which

Aol

rivers rushed out of gulches and wadis onto a plain
Valley in Nevada today. These rivers in flood | (Fig. 1} carried huge amounts of debris of all sizes,
from silt to boulders two metres or more across, and deposited them all on the valley flooes
layers of sediment varying in thickness from a few centimetres to sev
deposits o be seen today ar in Trinity near the Tour de Rozel but one hug ry known
maxdestly as The Pebble, is on show at the beginning of $t Catherine's
The finest grained sediments are well displayed in the bank opposite La Solitude Farm
These are of varied colour, either a pale green or purple mauve, and are the result of d
in a temporary playe lake of the time. The choite of words used in this and the
graph ch, wadi, playa - is deliberate for they e lang cenery of the desert
areas of the world. This was what St Martin Jooked fike at this late M,,L of the € .ulu»m m motn-
tain-bullding episode, with bare landscapes, racky walled gorge:
the valley plains, playa laikes and from time to time raging flash
caught up in the floods were rou
two names - Rozel Conglomerate or Rozel Pudding Sto 5 3 ry bitof coast ‘vum
herine has its conglomerate cliffs
me much later time the deposit was folded and fractared, prod tilted strata dip
a maximum of 36 degrees and also cansing major joist pl hese last are what
areate those strange flat surfaces seen to best advants ¢ ¢ the old Verclut
quarries at the Breakwater but visible in crops. It Is also res i t original rounded




pebbles are cut across indiseriminately by these joint plan
glomerate around the coast are distinctive and quite different fros
or shales elsewhere in the Island; they are characterised by
with tumbled boulders of gres fo secasional pse
close of the Cadomian mountain-building epis
the hard rocks of Jersey were in existence including th
nted In St Mastin, OF thy the Rozel
much was to happen before the present geography of the Channel Isdands and adjacent ares
Brittany, the Channel and south-west England would appear in any form that we would rec
nise today
From 500 million yeers ¢ o a mere 1.8 million years before this new millennium, ha,
changes took place. The Cadomian mountains were worn down flat; they e submerged be
neath the ses, and sindstones, shales and limestones were deposited over the areas which in
cluded the Channel Islands-to-be.
These sediments were caught up in a new episode of mountain formation e 300 milli
e 0, the Variscan, The besic forms of Brittany/Lower Normandy (ko rmorical,
south-west England and the Channel were to emerge from this new convulsive episode of moun
tain building. As the plate tectonic-generated opening of the Atlantic Ocean began some 250
million years ago it caused major uplifting of south-west England and Armorica on the northern
and southern sides of u relatively downfaulted Channel and Western Approaches.
The down-faulting of the Channel resulted in thick layers of sands, muds and limestones
umulating over its central parts, by en the Channel [dands and south-west England, during
the next 100 million years. This brings the story to within some 60 to 70 million years of the
present — and meidentally to that well- known event, the extinction of the dinosaurs.
Accumulation of sediments over the Channel Islands area was limited, since the whole area
was & very shallow shelf ses, # mere embayment of the shores of Armarica, which was only
flooded by the sea every now and then. However, the floading did lead to important deposits in
the embayment. In pasticular; about 60 million years ago, a tongue of the sea at that time caused
limestones to form an the shelf. It is likely, though not finally proven, that these limestones,
knawn to lie beneath the waters of Le Ruau between Jersey and Les Ecrébous where scuba divers
have sampled them, are proof that the Channel Islands existed in a form similar to how we know
them today.
But of even greater interest is the fact that the deep water separating Jersey from Les
Dirotilles and Paternosters occupies a valley lying on the line of that ancient Le Ruau fault which
s sthll wielding its influence after some 500 million years. And so another rack entirely is added to
the count in St Martin, that of the Eocene nummulitic limestones of the Le Ruau Channel,
There are interesting implications arising from the likely existence of the Channel Tslands in
4 recognisable form at this period. If the waters of the Channel Islands’ shell were to be removed
— a8 they have been in practice during the many ice ages of the last two million years — there
ed not a tre seabad but an ancient drowned landscape. The origin in time of this
landscape isuncestain, but from the form and distribution of the summulitic limestones

e ripoiie o
of the sy, ek e
La Crite Puivt. (Phels Johw Remaa)

ocks of compay ge it is very possible that it was formed on land considerably earlier, even
before the Channel began to subside zome 250 million years ag
Not only do we have these extensive flat areas around the Channpel Islands
but there are many dissected flat areas or platenux ot a variety of Jevels in surrounding Armorica,
me of the lower ones, of about 100 metres and lower. are also ficant
crest running from near Téte des Hougues to Rozel Mill forms the northern edge, somewh
graded, of this 100-metre plateau in the Parish. The crest also marks the junction between the
Rozel Conglomerate and the harder-weathering volcanic rocks. The Rozel Conglomerate b
been more easily eroded and formy s geatly-shelving slope to the coast, which is something unigue
on Jersey's northern coastline
ux which are more o less at the present sea level form extensive flats around the edge
i und include St Cathering's Bay. Bevond the lsland itself, Les Ecréhous were also
shaped at their present tidal levels, as were the Minquiers and other tidal reefs between
the Channel Islands and ce. / nly more or less as
they are now by the time that 1 ! ene, started soon after
two million years ago

pvyright




The Pleistocene was the period when what is now St Martin saw glacials, inter
the first time people onto the scene,
ed by a succession of extrem climate with alternating
and warmer interglacials. It contrasts sharply with the 60 million years which had gone
before, when the climate was much milder, even subteopi us shown,
nummulitic limestones,

) metres though there w be a significant river to be crossed, occupying
y of the Le Ruau channel. This & e traced westwird, out towards the
larger drowned river valleys of the central Channel and esstward back to its headwaters, th
present River Ay near Lessay in the Cotentin. During the last third of the Pletstocene, from about
H00 thousand years ago, the glacials were usually Jong and very cold and the wild animals sssoci-
ated with these times were those adapted o the climate: the woolly mammoth, t y
thinoceros, large deer, arctic fox, wild horse and others, On the journey from Rozel out to Les
Ecréhous across the emergeat plain and River Ay, these are all animals w
been encountered.
But who would have encountered them? From the cave deposits in La Cotte de S
have come the remains of the Neanderthalers, that early race of humankind that was the domi
nant form o live in Exxope for several hundred thousand years down to about 35,000
At this time of writing there is still heated debate about the fate of the Neanderthalers, who were
supplanted about 30,000 years ago by modern man. Across the plain to Les Ecréhons the
Neanderthalers roamed during the less extreme climates of the glacials and hunted their prey - a
scene which appers o exotic in our imagination today (Plate
The end of the Neanderthalers was followed in the Channel Tsland: t by the onset of the
oxtreme cold of the latest of the known glacials - the Devensian. As close to St Martin as Green
Istand there is evidence of permafrost 28 thousand years ago. There would have been very little
which would bave survived this climate and human beings would have rarely visited. The unre
lenting cold continued more or less unabated for enother 10 thousand years. During thi
for several thousand years after, the cold climate caused the formation of two very typical deposite
seen around all the coastlands of northern Armorica and the Channel Islands; fead and less,
Alang valley sides and cliffs the harsh weather caused the shattering of the rocks by frost, and
their subsequent collapse downslope, taking with them any finer material to form the typical
orange-brown cliffs of kesd so conspicuous behind bays such us Bonne Nuit. Head is also present
to a lesser extent in St Martin but the conglomerite cliffs were too low to allow any great thick-
nesses o accumulate,
During dricr spells, strong long:lasting winds blew along the plais hing from the West
e Approaches to Poland and beyond. These winds picked up the rock flour ground beneath the
vast northern ice sheets and spread it as an all-carpeting layer on most surfaces. Same got blow
into the Aeed deposits but most formed sheets of foeus varying greatly in thicknes
place. Near the River thicknesses up (o tens of mets e known while in Je;

St Masmin, Jras

over the plateau i just over a metre. The plateau from near Téte des Hougues in
Faldouet in the south is covered by this loess carpet and forms the basis of the fe [arm soils of
the area

Along the coastal cliffs there are thin ¢ 3 b s of centimetres 10 be
found locally between St Cathe wer and ¢ kwater. T have one particular
feature of interest: in one or two places there was enaugh calcium carbona
tion of hard lumps or concretions of carbonnte & few centimetres ac
esque German

With the linal ending of the Devensian glacial
up all over the nocthern hemisphere and the world entered the pre
rose as the water which bad been locked up in the gre
returned to the oceans, By the
tidke was more or less the same as the present lo
sometime after 5000 8¢, the se
the last glacial, the loesses and Ae
10 the laying bare of the cliffs as we see them today

The story of the rocks of St Martin does not end with the sea a el. With
coming of the first farmers, the Neolithic people, to the Island soon after ! 5 a8 une
began to be made of the different roc d Jeft behind by the various geological eplsodes of
the remote past, Fi he Neolithic people sought out the flatter festile ar of the Island an th
constal plams and the platean. From Faldoaet to La Ville Brée the plateau is unbroken by deep
valleys, The Neolithic people cleared the forests and from then on, in an unbroken tadition
down to the present day, this area has be I el

During the Neolithic period and the beginning of more or less continuous babigation of the

hannel Islands and adjacent parts of Armorica, the purely natural evolution of the wh
came to an end. But that is oot to say that geological processes did not continue. The continuing
changes were important. The sea lovel continued to rise until probably the late third r nitm e,
gince when it has fluctuated within a metre or 50 of where it is today,

The sea has contimued to encroach on the land nght up to our own times ~ with perhaps an
acceleration in sight 1f some forecasts of sext level rise are correct. One vexed question conce
the tasue of vanished land and even buikdings, for instance Le Manoir de La Brecquette in St
Ouen, the Forest of Scissy betwoen us and the Cotentin, and the story of the Bishc utances
and the plank. This hus also been of considerable interest to the history of Les Ecréhous

Fr p ological point of view, there is no difficulty in supposing, for example, that
the sands of St Catherine's Bay and the whole of the low tid
fand. The known low sea level of the glaciuls which exposed the whole of the Channel Islands shelf

stion and the sea level rise after the last glacial brought sea levels to about that of our

present spring low tides near 5000 bc. The presence of Neolithic peats at intertidal |

ches proves land existed over areas where the tides now wash. However, in th
sequence of deposits above the peats, it is nol now possible vhen the inundation
of the land represented by the peats took place. The most that can be stated geologs is that the




ent of the sea occurred at some unknown time afler the peal formed. The proble
en removed by the sea snd the b exposed, thel
removed or even that it w er there, This is the situation,
and the Forest of S pposed bishop's plank
logy is not the only source of i st about the extent of kand on Le
Ecréhous, or between the islands and Fran s have something to tribute toc

The best evidence would have been unambiguous maps, but these do not exist for the p

question ~ the mid-first millennium Ap (0 late medieval times. We do have
pretation of It is fraught with uncertainties at all levels.

Unquestionably there is @ body of indirect historical evidence, very well surmimaris

rticle by C, P Le n (1883) suggesting strongly that there was & considerable exten

land at both 1'Etucq and off Le Hocq up o about the 12th or 13th centurie
argument can be used to suggest that there were some forested lands extending off th
Cotentinand further south to Mont St Michel which may or may not correlate with the F
Scissy. However, there is o strong evidence to indicate that there was anything ren
bling a causeway in historical times linking either La Rocque or Les Ecrél
with the only hordle to be crossed a stream or river. The archacological and historical inves
tions carried oat t Les Ecréhous recently {Rodwell, 1996] demand a greater land area there than
exists al present, but at its maximum this would never have extended beyond esent low-tide
limits; When such of this land as existed was destroyed by the sea i likel imponder
able for ever

Stone has always had its uses. The Neolithic peaple were the first to make organised use of
stone, not in the construction of their homes, but in their special burial monuments. Fal
dolmen, or passage grave, as it should really be known, is notable S
uptobrecciated rhyolite (Plate 5). Since the rhyolite is the bedrock on the platesy here, we shall
never know whether the great hlock wis found in place on the heights ar whether it was found on
the seashore below and brought up th astal slopes 10 its present position, though the
seashore source is much the more likely. The other surviving uprights of the tomb are mostly
granite which must have been brought up from the south east somewhere, but their refatively
small sze must have made the task comparatively easy for these skilled people

At a later stage in the Neolithic, & different tomb type, the allée converte, was constructed. Le
Couperon de Rozel, in St Martin, is one of the Island’s two most important sarvivors. The stone
in this area is the Rozel Conglomerate and this tomb is made exclusively of this rock. For normal
building purposes the Rozel Conglomerate is poar, sinee it cannot be (.plll in a controlled man
ner, and it is water permeable along the multiplicity of small cracks that open up between its
constituent pebbles. However, for the sort of tomb structure at Le Couperon this did not present
& problem, and the builders chose the local stone with the minimum of transport required

Tomb construction by the Neolithic peoples represented a major wnal effort taking up

ropostion of the total workforce over a considerable time.
s observances oceurred ugaint in north-west France and th

until the building of Christian churches began some three millennia later. Other preh
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notably those of the Irun Age, created imposing structures but these were ic rposes of fortifica:
tion, In St Martin the mound on which Mont Orgueil Castle is built was fortified throughout mos
ts prehistoric existence with a succession of ramparts but these structures used only local mbble.
Mont Or; astle the end of the 12th century An becune the first m
in the Par
Building techniques by this time were such that the lsland granites could be fashioned
13 to enable the mas: + strang comners and openings with the rc
stone used to infill between. This technique, once perfected, has remained in
both vernacular and public building. The
outside the Parish, while infill cam th fre
ticulasly limestanes from Dorset, which used for special purpo

Most vernacular houses in the Island right up to the 18th centur)
wood. The iron too Y » | and earlier times were
of shaping stone involved much la r, which was also expensive then -
modern standards. A furthes wﬂnrnrr was lack of wealth; though not
standards, the farmers in the fdand were not wealthy enough until the 15th century to create
stone-built homes. Tn St Martin most of the stone-built farmhouses, as others in the Island, date
from the 18th century even if they have been extensively changed since. The only stone in the
Island really suitable for house walls is granite, because the other racks are all seamed through
with planes and lines of weakness and cannot be squired 10 shape, For this reason the focal
volcanies and conglomerates are only rarely found in houses and even then used & exchy
sively as infill between shaped granite blocks.

Sometimes outhuildings contain more local tock as for these, appearance was deemed to be
lessimportant. There is however, one other local stane that was important for a few houses in th
north of the Parish: that is Les Ecréhous granite

Until the modern transport revolution of this century all the granite used in the Parish had o
be brought by horse and cuwrt from the quarry, mostly from Mont Mado, The stone from Les
Ecréhous had not oaly to be quurried or selected from beach material on the island but had to be
transported by boat fo Jersey before being transferred o carts. The exfra cost of this seems to
make litde sense unless it is assumed that the stone itself was quarried o selocted by those who
had rights of some sort to it: This ix 8 possible explanation for much of the stone Imvug concen
trated ins loca! family clustérs o Villes, of which the most typical is La Palloterie

Any ton of the use of stane in the Parish of St Martin must also include the i8th- and
19th-century fortifications by the British military in their attempt 1o create defences aguinst the
French, and & major harbour to compete with that of Cherhourg, Much conglamerats way e
for the two defensive towers, Archirondel and St Catherir ¢ the pidce de résistance must be the

Granite has been used to form major corners and edges, but the bulk of the giant
structure is made out of the conglomerate quarried nearby, which has cyeated a major alteration
to the landscape of this arca. Because it was cut into block size required for this huge
breakwater, the many joints did not prove a hindrance, snd because of the job required of
water permeability of the stone was not particulasly relovant
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ST MARTIN IN PRE-HISTORY: THE FIRST FARMERS OF THE NEOLITHIC

There is no direct ¢ ¢ of the presence of man in St Martin during the Old Stone Age but the
important archaeological finds in La Cotte de St Brelade show that Neanderthal people were
nd hunting in Jersey before 30,000 sc. At that time Jersey was part of the continent of Ex urope,
wlthough the glaciers to the north were beginning to retreat, producing a milder climate and s slow
rise in sea levels. The landscape too was beginning to change, from an icy inhospitable tundr o
park-fike woodkand. Here, as on whal is now the continent, woolly mammoths, wild pigs and deer
flourished, all of which were hunted by the wandering bands of Palaeolithic men and women.
While the sea level was rising and the climate improving, somotime after 10,000 se, new
people arrived in the area, Thes the Mesolithic bunters, fishers and gatherers who lived
along the extensive shorelines of the period; Jersey was still joined to France, but not the islands
to the north. These carly winderers bave left all too little evidence of their passing, since mu
the coastal zones they inhabited was later submerged by the rising sea. They are only known from
their flint-chipplng areas found on most exposed headlands, heathlands and dunes in the island
Even after Jersey became & true island the fertile coastal plains remained extensive for &
millenniom or more. It was on these plains and the Natter plateaux thal the first pioneer Neolithic
farmers settled around 5000 ac
The sea crossing at this time wiss short and easy for boats of the coracle type, and the sea itsell
provided a rich harvest of fish and shellfish to supplement  diet of hunted birds and animals,
gathered nuts and bervies, as well as the first grin hinrsu and the products of the first domesti-
cated animals. Tt is thought that these furmers came from n . having travelled there from
further cast
The high tide level of 5000 sc was probably more or less the same as the lowest tide mark of
t least o thousand years, when the Atantic civilisations of the Neolithic reached

their peak, there would have been much good land to farm on coastal plains around (he islands
and the coast of Brittany,

farmlands together with
icularly arrowheads and axes, which attest to a Neolithic p: . Martin,
ned by others who adition of megalithic buld
ally of passage graves. We cannot now or even imagine the thinking behind this
religion. We can only wonder at the achievements of these primitive farme built the
monuments known by the name of ‘Dolmens’. St Martin he
Pouquelaye de Faldouot, a chambered tomb of the p
the Dolmen du Couperon, s late gallery grave or allée couverte. It i clear that, at the tme F
Dolmen was built, there must bave been a population of at least two thousand in Jersey
provide the labour needed for this and other such constructi It is true to say that thy XOP:
lefi & more indelible mark on the landscape of the time than all their successors down to the time
of the Normans,

From 5000 se to 3000 ne the population of Jersey increased in number and in efficiency at
farming, hunting snd food gathering They leamed to grow wheat, barley and beans on land
which was probably cleared by catting and burning. Flax was grown for making cloth. Domesti-
cated animals provided many materials such as skin, leather, hom and bone as well as food. The
making of pottery became important and skilfal; not made on a wheel, but decorated and bur-
nished and increasingly well fired, Stone tools, especially axes and adzes, were manufactured to
ever higher standards

Basketry, mat-making, spinning and weaving all flourished. It is known that trade w r
red on with people from the mainland, becaus y of the fine stone tools found in Jersey
are made of stone which does not exist in the island, notably flint and jadeite, The ability to trade
meant, of course, the Jersey Neolithic communities were able to produce gonds and food in
excess of their needs for day-to-day living. Above all, the population was sufficient to provide a
workforce which could spare the time from food production to baild the Dofmens.

No doubt St Martin followed the fortunes of the Island as a whole during the later Neolithic
after 3500 ne, when it Is likely that the higher land was increasingly cleared and farmed us the
inexorable rise of the sea drowned the fertile lowlands. By the end of the third millennium sc, the
St Martin coastline probably took on & form much as al present. In addition, there were problems
with the weather. It is now thought that the climate deteriorated, bringing storms and summer
rains which damaged land and crops. In Jersey the other islands and the coastal areas of the
mainland, the populstion began to decling and Neolithic civilisation stagnated or regressed,

However, sometime after 2000 s there seems to have been an improvement in conditions
in Jersey. Perhaps the climate was better, so that farming was more successful, At all events, a new
kind of pottery appeured, called Beaker ware, bell-shaped and decocated with care and elegance.
This seems to have been an indication of cultural improvement and u renewed ability to tade
with the mainland

Around 1500 8c the technology of making bronze had been perfected. Before this, some
copper axes had appeared in Jersey, but it is thought that these were more of a status symbol than




a useful tool. Bronze is & much harder metal, which led to the introduction of the plough und
other more efficient methods of farming. Ploughing was a more fi roposition, but the Ic

of the lower lands meant that fersey could not sustain as lasge a population as # had during the
thowsand or more 3 3 Neolithic era. The Bronze and Iron Age also ushered

in a Jong period of unsettled tmes, when it is clear that the Island population needed places of

refuge from marauding invaders, Fo s were built mand easily defended s ne of the
lurgest of these being the Catel de Rozel. From th cavations in the Middle Ward of Gorey
Castle we know that this place was defended in the Tron Age. Before that, there I3 some evidence
that it was also & safe settlement site for Nec

Secure farmlands must have been in short supply
by war and want. By 500 ¢ an important new chapler was b
burgeoning of lron-Age societies in north-west Europe, It was this Iron-/
the Channel s that the Romans were to encounter and conguer in the middle of the first
century e,

THE DOLMENS OF ST MARTIN

There may be no evidence to show where and how the Neolithic farmers of St Martin lived, but
the Parish 13 fortunate to have two important megafithic monuments within its boundaries. Foetu-
nate, because so many other relics of the powerful religion which guided the * lives have
been destroyed in past times. There were people who o for other buildings; farmers
who needed to plough land which was encumbered with ancient monumen Lose
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thought that treasure wis there for the taking Last, and possibl \ he
quanians, whose mot cre a mixture of treasure-secking and the d excavate with kit
expertence or k 7

Bath the dot s y ¢ ) 3 Faldouet
(a passage grave) have suffered in these ways. Le Couperon w mentioned in 1734, Faldouet
as early as 1682, It is clear from these early descriptions that both were originally buri
mounds of earth and rubble in the sune manner s Ls Hougue Bie. However, the
from the past have Jeft us with conflicting and confusing descriptions of the arrang;
stones.

In 1868 the Reverend F. Porter {who was the chaplain of the Naval School above
u keen antiquarian} found Le Couperon in a sad state of min. He set ou: te and replace
the stones where he thaught they should be. Unfortunately his ideas were not always archaeo
logically sound; one stone in particular which has a kind of circular hole in it was certainly not
put back where it was onginally, If only Porter had made plans of his excavations, modern
archasologists would have blessed him instead of reviling his efforts, The only thing we can say
with certainty is that the general plan of Le Couperon dolmen is that of a type well kno
France, where it is called an allée couverte. The probable date of such a monument is around
2500 ne, considerably later than the probable date of Faldouet dolmen. The sone nse
Couperon ix the local Rozel Conglomerate. There is no knowing what happened to finds made
by Porter, since he only mentions broken pieces of urns and flints, with no record of what he did
with them.

dauet dolmen also suffered from the attentions of Porter in 1668, The tenant of the site

(leased from the Crown) was @ Mr. Fauvel. He had been excavating beneath the capstone and in
the side chambers since 1839, and allowed Porter 1o help him finish the job. Fauvel hiad been
searching for treasure, and had charged visitors an entrance fee, but not removed most of the
mound. Plans of whal he had found were made by the Lukis brothers from Guemsey, showing
side chambers on the northern side, one with a in place, and a nc at human bones




were found there, There was no side chamber on the southem side in this plan
the entrance passageway which, presumably, had not then been uncovered

A year after Porter had finished excavating and reconstructing the dolmen, b

»d by & Liestenant S. P Oliver, w 2 bool

el Jrlands: Lieutens liver ace
and displacing ather blocks’, while P
passageway and fabsely n

There is no record of there b

nor did it show

everely

stle walls ~ and Ahier reports in 1852 that one
ttage. Lieutenant Oliver reported th
s, which is some s

largely because the upright stones were falling, owing to the s in the interior. The
fallen uprights were put back into position and the floor of the dolmen was raised, using the easth
which had been heaped round the stones, and an open drainage gutter was built

Finally an effort was made to excavate so as o find the outer walls of the mound, which had
been reported by Oliver. These walls were not found, bat numb [ large stones were found
mixed with the mbbie of the mound, which seemed 0 show that the walls had been destroysd.
However, across the eastern entrance to the passageway and about three feet from the first stones
were discovered the foundations of the encircling wall right across the entrance, This seemed to
confirm Oliver's statement that Porter had rearranged the entrance walls

Jean Fauvel kept the finds he made, with the exception of the human bones, and these were
bought by the Société Jersiaise from his heirs in 1932, Porter & ome of fir
these eventuall their way to the British Muoseum. Fauyel's finds imcluded b
supports, polished axes and pendants, which are now in the care of the Jersey Muse

a friend and

It is of interest t note that most of the upright stones are of the dark red granite from the
Moat Orgueil area. These stones must have been carried about a quarter of e nnd d at

q
Jeast 130 feet. The: neacest outcrop of the special thyolite of the great capstone (which has been

estimated t0 weigh 23 to 24 tons) is a quarter of a mile away, but at the same height as ol
but & mose likely sousce the outcrops of the same rock at shore level near Anne Port, wh
Jarge blocks are more common, There is no pre 1g the Faldouet dolmen
that can be said is that it is of & type which was being built between 4000 and 3500 nc

In modern times we have been fo : to fi 55 damaged passage grave in La Hougue
Bie, so that we can app te better the mysterious religious nature of these megalithic me
ments. It s clear that they could not have been merely graves, since & population capable of
building them would have filled them up in no time. Peshaps they should be thought of as sox
thing more akin to a parish church, where seusonal festivals of worship were beld to encoursge
mother earth to bless the farmers and their crops each year.

The megalithic religion had considerable knowledge of astronomy and the direction of the
entrances to the passage graves scems to have been important. Both Faldouet and La Hougue Bie
are built to the same onentation, which is some 19 degrees south of ea « who care imb
on the great capstone of Faldonet dolmen on the ev { semiber full moon will find
that the moon rises from the sea on the line of the ~wity of the dolmen, It would be fascinat
ing to know whether this was the intention of the original builders - a time to celebrate the baryest
festival perhaps - or whether the September full moon had some other special spiritual signifi-

for them.
nowadays can only wonder at this amazing architecture and remember that the religion
of the passage graves lasted for at least 4,000 years. Our milleanium is celebrating a mere 2,000
years from the bisth




Medieval History

MONT ORGUEIL CASTLE

Mont Orgueil Castle’s tc
it is the Island’s finest buil
It is & magnificent ¢

y. Some would

xnnmlrllrd and extend x nd to advances in siegecraft over

r even before) the Iron
has remained unc
to cope, have als

Ag

d dramatically

Every all\*.m(r in weaponry and military |J|'umnk had to be met with new methods of de

ce. And #0 for several hundred years new tc , new bastions, new battlements and new

defensive weapons were constantly being ad Ive structure w
of a long process of military and defe

4 the result

The name by which the castle is kn wn has also changed over (he years. In the 13th and 14th

centuries it was usually called the C in [usc\ or the mm'

sometimes called the Castle of Gurry or

tion {1461-1468), the name Mont Orgueil was coined and it has g
Orgueil or Garey Castle ever since, though it has been called the Old
Castle (Le Vieux Chatenu) to differentiate it from the ‘new’ castle built in
the 16th century in St Aubin’s Bay

The promontary on which Mont Orgueil stands was occupied in
the Neolithic era (probably from the third and erly second millenninm

Puttery dating from this period has bieen discovered, but no proof of
structures has been found. Some of this pottery was collected from a
thick black layer of deposit in the earth, dating from the lron Ag
very little is knows of the Iron-Age occupation of this headland, although
some wheel-made potiery has been found. Archagological excavations
in the 19705 in the Middle Ward of the castle exposed a row of ls
boulders, ‘grounders' or foundation stones, for the construction of :
stone wall fronting an earth and turf rampart.

The site then fades from historical and archaeological records until
the turbulent reign of King John. Richard the Lionheast died in France
in 1199, He was succeeded by his younger brother, John, who was
crowned a5 Duke of Normandy and King of England, Whilé England
and Normandy wese united, there was no threat o the Island of Jersey

the French Occupa
et known as Mant
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itlay safely wicked away in the King's dominions. But when John lost Normandy in 1204, it found
uself in the front line in sght of enemy shore, but loyal to its Duke, King John. Obviously,

Jemsey had to be fortific

The position was precarion. The castlo sentioned in 1212, when King John appointed

Philippe @' Aubigny, the Crusader buried outside the Church of the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem,
Keeper of the Iakinds. On his appaintment in November 1212 he received ‘the custody of Jersey
with our Castle’, This is the first reference. Since at least 1209, however, there is evidence for
rmuinitions being sent to the Island, but it is not known who owned the site before the construction
of the castle,

Once work began in earnest on building the castle, it became the spotlight for industry in the
Island. Timber and lead were sent to Jersey in 1225-6 and money was spent on repuirs snd
improvements bétween May 1226 and May 1227, A further period of building lasted from 1241 to
1244. Other 13th-century records of expenditure have not survived, except for s unall fragment
from 1 The Island had again been attacked by the Freach in 1294 and extensive repairs
were carried out after 1328, A repart on the condition was ordered in 1252, but this has not
survived either,

The Pipe Rolls of Edward TI1 include the accounts of Sir John des Roches, Keeper of the
Isles for the years 1328-1330. During his third year i office des Roches spent 74 sous 6 deniers on
bows, arrows, quarrels, crossbow winches, sulphur siowm, and other essential military supplies for
the archers and othes ny lphur pivum is probably an eardy reference to gunpowder.

The Island v tacked again in 1338 and in 1389 but on neither oecasion was the castle
taken, though Jean de Barentin was killed leading 4 sortie against the French in 1338, The French
frequently overran the Island during the Hundred Years War, but Mont Osgueil appeared impreg-
nable. In 1338 Admiral Béhuchet fasled to take the castle after laying siege to it for six
few months later Sir Robert Bertrand, Marshal of France, summoned it to surrender




sent later to the King said, “We made no answer. Not while ten men are
alive in it.” There were many other smaller, but devastating, 1 the
Island. A further Commission into the state of the castle was seat in 13
In late July 1373, Bertrand du Gu n, who was ded as th
formidable military com Jer ¢ s time, lan w Island
ot to the castle with a force said to numbe ees. Th
the
ack. D Guesclin did not try to force
ermining the foundations
erwards is a matter for conjectu
but in September the Engli c d and the castle w
On 7 October 1406 a force under Hector de Pontbriand and Pero
Nine attacked (he Islnd. After extracting a ransom and deciding not to
left on the tth
During the reigns of Henry V and Henry VI much work was carried out
in connection with th

but beeus ret of Anjou, wife of Henry
VI, tried to stoke up the ging Lar
cause by dealing direetly with her cousin, Pierme
de Brezé, Comte de Maulevrier and Grand
Senechal of Normandy, for military sssistune
from the King of Franc details of what
transpired are unknown but, during the sum
y de Carbonoel, on behalf of
le with the assistance
of the Jocal de St Martin family and possibly
also with that of the Governor, John Nanfun,
The castle and the Island remained under
French rule, with a French Lord of the Isles f
ven vears With the change in fortunes so com-
history, the castle was besieged by Si
1 Hasliston for the Yockist cause, in the
g of 1468. Renaud Lempribre, Seignear of
, ‘reckless in persanal courage’, lost his life
1 the castle. Early in Octo-
led 1o surrender
France, Fortunes
chang h the Vil

S Thansa Overny o ) on the throne: Harliston
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found himself be ad at the castle, Harliston

eventually retived to Flanders in the sesvice of

gaITisom, on | 7
ality wos 18 with
watchmen, Of the it ores
and supplies held there the Commissianers
y Jearnt that the majgor
¢ their

Commission's departure! Only the B

Tower had a night watch but it v
for a watch to be kept in both the Harl The €
veplaced. A further enquiry was held ir
During the Henry Comnish commenced work on the extension of the keep known as the
Somerset Tower (named after the Governor, Sir Edward Seymosr, who became Duke of Somerset)
asa platform for heavy cannon. Afler the French attack of 1549 irst of the Poulets was sent to th
Tsland (o enquise again into the st
Hugh Poulet, followed by yet another Commission in 15
manned and lacked powder and munitions; the following year the French were again re
having designs on the castle. A further Commission reported on the
md 1573 the Poulets asked for moaey from the Treasury to finish Somerset Tower.
was insecure, [tappeared to ed its usefulness,
pratly because the newer types of cannon could bombard it from the opposite hill. It was said, “We
ve been credibly informed that the castle s very ill-seated, and fieth subject o a mighty hill but
400 feet distant, and so overtope by it, that no man can show his face in defence on this side’, The
advice was 1o press on with the building of Elizabeth Castle in St Aubin’s Bay, which was being
built, and the Crown decided not to spead any further sums on restoring Mont Orgueil,
1t is often said that we owe the preservation of Mont Orgueil Castle to Sir Walter Raleigh
who, at this time, was Govemor of Jersey. The usual practice of the time when a castle was of no
fusther use was to slight it - to throw down the walls and put it oot of action. Bul, in a letter to Str
Robert Cecil, Secretary of State, in 1600, Raleigh said ‘it is stately fort of great capacatye ... it were
a pitty to cast it down', Queen Elizabeth did not insist
Reference is made in the early 17th ¢
the inhubitants of the Island for their safety in ti
“ommission of 1617 resulted in ordinances for the tunning of the castle
airs carried out, but in 1623 another Commission again asked for funds for repairs. Repairs
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were eventually carried out in 1634-7 shorily before the arrival of the celebrated Puritan, William
Prynne, as a prisoner at the castle, where be remained for two and a half years. He arrived with
twice-cropped ears and S.L. {seditious libeller] branded on each cheek. £10 was spent on tron for
hig windows. His relations with the de Carteret family, which were very good - be was almost
treated a5 a family guest - may have helped the Island remain on the Royalist side in the Civil
War. His stay there drew attention (0 the fact that Mont Orgueil was also used as a pris
political offenders
In the late 16608 various repair works wete cartied out to the castle, In 1680 the whole Island
was surveyed by Licutenant-Colonel George Legge and Thomas Phillips
with maps and plans of bays and defences drwwn up, and the old castle was inc ]udml iur Brm.ud
de Gomme, Engineer-General, and Captain Richard Lenke,
reported on the castle, but once again very little appears to have been dons a3 & n-mIL 1 1693 the
wcient role the castle had played as & prison was also discontinued with the building of 4 prison
St Helier.
@ English garrison in the Island was greatly inc 'he castles were
both insufficient and too neglected to hold them and the woops were billeted on the mhabitunts;
this inevitably led to many disputes and troubles. Some repairs und re-arming wer

the )s and in 1770 it is yecorded that rooms were available for officers and men at the
with an additional facility made in St Mary's chapel for 60 men in

Captain Philippe d'Auvergne was in command of the Jersey Naval Station from 17
1812, He later became Vice-Admiral and was also titular Duke of Bouillon Vlu-,u g been adopted
a3 his heir by the Inst Duke) and as such had a e = rench monarchy
From Mont Orgueil, d*Auvergne played a significant role in the French 1{.._ cause, the castle
itself acting as an entrapdtand me
und for rallying the cause. Unfor
the defeat at Quiberon

835 the castle was no longer used for garrisoning troops as Fort Regent had been built

Responsibility for Mont Orgueil was tra od to the States of Jersey on 6 April 1907 but
the Crown retained the right to maintain a signal station and to repossess the castle in time of war
A grand ceremony marked the handing over of the keys on
though thankfully it did not touch the Island. Many Islandess saw active ser
ing the sonin-law of the Seigneur of Rosel, did not return. Mont Orgueil itsell was used as an
observation post manned by detachments of the C suards and the Royal Militia of Jersey.

Peace retumed to British shores and the castle became a tourist attraction. Ki
and Queen Mary visited in 1921, The museum opened in 1929 and many archarological excava-
tions were carried out to investigate its long and varied history

X war loomed again, and this time the Isdand was occupied for five years by the

Mont Orgueil into a self-contained strongpoint with firc-control and obser-

vation towers, dug-outs, trenches; and small arms positions. n a fla thrower was placed

vovering the steps leading to the keep. The north-cast outworks were converted to form 2 concrete

encased battle headquarters. Luckily there was no need to besiege the caxtle! After the Occupation,
the castie was re-opened to the public in 1946

During the Royal Visit by Elizabeth 11 in 1989 Mont Orgueil provided a splendid bac
for the ceremony of homage by local Seigneurs to the visitmg Crown. The Seigneur of Trinity
presented Her Majesty with two mallards, as is his due, and the Seigneurs des Angrés and de
Rosel acted as butlers.

In 1998, the ownership of the castle was tansferred from the Crown to the States of Jersey. It
remains one of the most important historical sites in the Channel Islands and recent archaeologi-
cal work shows how little we really know of it. There is much yel (o be lewrned from a detadled
study of the standing stractures, and local archaeologists and historians believe that it is impern
tive that these should be properly understood before any future structural works are carred out

ROSEL AND THE LEMPRIERE-ROBINS

of Rosel Manor can trace their ancestry back to 1367, when the estate was in the

ré — the first member of this family to live in Jersey. He & native of

Britiany, had to have & special licence from Richard 1] belore he was allowed o take up perms
nent residence in the d.




Rasel Manor w
Trinity and Mélesch
properly understood when
feudal tim

Today the Lempriéres and the other Jersey
feudal powers. But the ancient titles rema

er died

When the Queen came to
her at table with a glass of wine
Butler (o the Monarch when she visited the T had probably
performed or required for many hundreds of years, but Jersey's Bailiff of the time, Sir Peter Cuill,
and the Brigadier thought that it mij » anusing to revive it.

The first recarded Seigneur of Rosel was Ingram de Fourneaux, whose reign v
brief. Before the fiefdom of Rosel passed into the hands of the Lempridres it was

ars by the de Barenti 18 November 1247, Henry Il gave to Drouet de Barentin
of land at Rosel. He and his heirs were to bold this land undl ndy were
reunited, Droset, who was also known 0 0 , also received from Henry 111 anoth
ves of land in Trin 3 hably the Fief de Diflament. Rosel was §
however, and the de Barentin family became the dominant family In [ersey for th
century.

By 1299 Drouet I's grandson, Drovet 11, held power and theve are reports thit he abused his
position. He was accused of withholding payments, taking other people’s land and produce, snd
of tearing up third party’s deeds when he wanted more land. His brother Jean was also accused of
carrying off women and committing outrages and assaults on them, Jean and Drouet I had dis

d their brother of his inheritance, To make mat worse, Drouvet 1T's prévat had beea
cattle and his warrener had been accused of extortion and assault. The Justices
were called in and, even though several of the accusations were in the end withdrawn, Droj
was fined 300 Jiores for his transgressions,

He was also in trouble with the Crown. His right to have gullows, prison, varech, éperqueric,
warren and pleas of the Crown were all challenged. Drouet denied haoldiag pleas of the Crown ot
prison, which he admitted were rights which rested with the Crown, but the rest he claimed for
himself, saying they were privileges which had gone with the fief since time immemorial

Despite challenges to his title to Rosel, the de Barentin family held the estate wntil the mid-
Hth century. Tragedy forced the last of the Seigneurial de Barentins to leave the Island. An old
munuscript relites the sad tale:

One day the wife of Philippe de Barentin said @ her sons, ‘Jehannot de St Martin has
called me an adulter enge this insult on your mother.’ So the sons set an ambush,
and put a boy to whistle when de St Martin dréw near. When be cume, they seized him,
stabl h and it his tongue, They presented the t

This happened where the crass of Jehannet now stands on the road from St Martin to Trinity
“rol su Maitre), / ury Mastin's Church the sons fled 1o Normandy

using e peruage or, sanctuary path. Qne Was arrested and hanged
The other mide his home near Roten

De Barentin, maybe notsurprsingly afeer such a s old up in
Jertey and went tolive in i | Raoul Lempriere
and Guillaume F as his attor
neys in Jersey, In 1367 he sold his Jands in Jersey to Lempriere and Payn
These include just Rosel, but also the of Samar

jougue Boete
2 Payn and Lempridre divided the
e took the fiefs of Rosel, Longueville and 1a |

n held Rosel for four ge
| M 5
dier avd Ay, Lowpritre R Seigneur of the time, Charles Lempnitre, a disting ed Jerseyma
e was solich weral, a jurat and, late: Bashifi. All that re

mains of the origing & 20 old e y in a comer of the

farm outballdings, close to which the original Manor once st e ha ind the house he
inherited impossible to live in and, as be was also Seigneur of Diglament, | hosen o live these
Instead.
Mayhe he did not find Diélament entirely suitable either for, after living there for 35

he decided to build a new Rosel Manor on a piece of 18 at was known as Mont Ste Marguerite.

fty years later, his grandson believed he could further improve the new Georgian granite
house by adding gothic-style mrets and encasing the whole thing in cement somethin
the height of fashion in those days. The design was greatly eriticised in a book published in 1950,
The Charm of the Channe! Islands by RM, Lockley, who lived in St Mastin. He said

Ansted describes Rozel Manor, the v ence of the Lempridres ... as ‘rebuflt In recent
years in an exquisite Gothic style. Bat e elie iy there to be bo
o this precentious mo n
imitation block walls of Rozel Manor will be quickly cor
coloar-washed, or else the cons surfoce removed to show thi granite, if it exists, beneath,

Strong criticism indeed
While the archw all that remains of the original Manor, the old chapel and colombier,
from med: till stand in the lovely gardens. In the chapel there i a beautiful glass
window designed by Mil was often a visitor to Rosel
ench version of the word reseas, u reed, The reeds after which Rosel N
ed did not grow in Jersey, but in France. In Normandy, almost directly across the Bay o
-1, stands the Castle of Rosel, whose Seigneurs carded three reeds in their coat of arms.
he best known of the early ancestors of the present Seigneur wis Renaud, who lived at
Gth century. Even then, Rosel Manor was know for its beautiful gardens,
and Renaud Lempritre took great pride in them, He was obviously 8 most welcoming host, and
kept opén house: even the most unwelcome guest was pressed to stay for dinner, and everyone
was expected to admire the gardens. For his younger guests he kept a tennis coust in the barm and




e 3y Gharle

v fuilding fn seeat. (1

in the evening he played chess. E with Mass in the chapel and twice a week he
rode into St Helier to perform his duti

These details of i ) T in the 15th century came to fight from eviden:
in a trial against Renay 3 . w
bribery and colluding to Jeave a gate unbarred at Goroy Castle so that the French forces might be
surprised and driven out. This nmounted to eason and it was only thanks
mony of his 22-year-old wife, who was ha age. and who stoad up to
gruelling cross-examination, that his name was cleased and he was acquitted
was killed in the final assault on the castle which drove out the French.

The Gfth Lempriére Seigneur died childless, and the tide and Jands passed to another branch
of the family, the Perrins of ey. In 1625 Ro old to the de C: of 8t Ouen’s
Manor and it was beld by them with their other estates for over one hundred years, until it came
back by marriage to the Lempriére family, who have held it over since.

In 1941, Jurat Reginald Raou! Lempriére died without a male heir, and the pro

eldest daughter, wha became La Dame de Rosel. In 1913 she had married Charles Harold

Robin of Steephill, St Saviour; who was killed fighting in France in 1212 They had one son, Raoul
Charles, who in turn became Seigneur of Rosel. The heir to the Rosel Manor estates is now
Brigadier and Mrs. LempriéreRobin's daughter Emmi

Brigadier Lempniére Robin and his wife, S| 3  to live in Jersey in the 19605,
following the death of La Dame de Rosel, who drowned i sating accident at Les Ecréhons
Ihe garden, since their retumn, has been given much Io nd attention and is known as one of
the finest in the Island

Emma and her husband have a son, William Stewart Lempriére Joh born in Nov
ber 1997 He ix the latest in'a long family line which ha: ! vice o the Tsand: s
one Governor, one Lieu t-Governor, five Balliffs, t
General, lwo

cigneurs are one of the last vestiges of the feudal system imposed upou the Island by
Normans, and which Las not yet been = maybe r will be - shaken off.
Willim Longsword, the tonquering Duke who captured the Islands, divided his niew terri-
tory into Fiefs. Some of these he kept for himself, and these later formed the basis of the Crown
t he distributed among some of his chosen followers, but some had greater powers
than others. It bas been reported that great fiefa like St Ouen's, Trinity, Rosel and Samarés
vs of haute, moyenns, et basse justice. This meant that the Seigneur held his feudal
or to hang, imprison, and flog his tenants, However, historian Christophier
Aubin states that this is untrue and that no Jersey fef ever held these rights: But Rosel did have
feadal gallows, and these s0od on Mont Daubignie. Smaller fiefs had mich more restricted
powers.
The Seigneur's tenants would be responsible for working separate parcels of the seigneurial
tes, wnd would have (o piy rentes in the form of produce ~ very often wheat, eggs or capous,
ch Michaelmas Day, Seigneurs also had the rights o seize flotsam and jelsam washed up on
shores, and the right to clalm the | i itioning their arable land
s not until 1966 that a law was is sey abolishing most of these ancent
feudal rights - including the ane which enabled Seigneus o seize property, whea an owner had
died intestate, and tw keep it for a year and a day, before handing it on to the heir.
However, the Seigneurs still enjoy some of their more colourful rights and privileges. Once
a year, thoy must appear atan Assize d'Héritage in the Royal Court and swear an oath of allégiance




to the Crown. If the I s thyee times, they will

their fief. Some of the greater

fefdoms — and this includs - also carry the o and obligation 10 make homage to the

monarch on wrival in Jersey

Sadly for the historian, li / remain, as prosp Seigneurs
have, aver the centuries, dr: y modernised their feudal homes, But Rosel still has its pre-

Reformation manorial chapel, and its bier, in which hundreds of pigeons would have gu

anteed the Sei d. Permission to bulld a colombier was

u highly-prized privilege. The number of pigeans had to be limited, a5 they devoured wirround
ing crops, and it was a privilege which the Seig tended to keep for themselves. The Lemp

responaible for bullding this one apparently overdooked the fact
King's permission first. W sion was discove
for 20 years.

LE SAUT GEOFFROI

Convicted of a heinous crime,

e Geoffrey was by saruee old
Condemned o death,
A cruel death -
Compafled was be
T leap from racky headland bold
Into the angry, surging sea.

1 rock exceeding high
& pleasant biys
And to St Mastin's nigh
The prisoner, guarded by two halbardiers
leed executioner was flung

d emboldened strategy
on regained the land.

be shoald bave asked the
anned from the Royal presen

in opinion criec
Just be truly carried
frey o
truly carrted out!

And from the rock
This time to meet
For falling, be b
And in the swir

"This poem, published in the firszy £ in the ea d 10 local resi
dent F W, Kiiler, tells the stocy of Geoffrey's L ¥ is known about
who Geoffrey actually was, and indeed. no-une seems entirely sure how to spell his
times it is spelled Geoffrey, or Jeffrey, or Geoffro
Geff Ray, or Jeffrol,

But what does seem to be generally agreed is th ieval times, this small pinnacle of
rock at the southern end of Anne Port Bay was used a8 a site for executions, They were carried out
simply by pushing the victims off the rock onto the czags below. The prisoners were f
from their cell at Mont Orgueil Castle with an escort of halberdiers, before being handed «

4 masked executioner who took hold of the prisoser and threw him down into the sea
Geoffrey had been convicted of a capital crime, and many Jslanders ca {0 see ju
done. They watched him being pushed off; but were amazed to sec that - despite the huge drop

~ he had survived the fall and was swimming back w shore

It is reported that some of the ladies present shoated that the ‘execution” should be repeated,
The masked utioner had obviously fuiled to do his job properly. Others, no doubt suspecting

frey’s survival might well be a sign that there had bee rriag i he first
that justice had been done and he sh
! this mayherm, it was Geoffn ent. Believing that be
had the gkill 1o survive a second descent, be volunteered to throw himself off the cliff 0 show




how easily it could be don sspite his bravado, he struck his head on a rock and was
killed

The story has enough sufficie icing 3 o the test of tme. The site
still features as a tourist attra i 7 Ma Bob Hill pointed out that
the picturesque headland was in danger of falling into the sea because of coastal erosion, the
States of Jersey yoted by 48 vote 0 to make money avaiilable to enable stabilisation work to
be carried out.

Anne Port Bay had been subjected to severe coastal erosion for several years.
levels had decreased and the sea had undermined the sea walls, However, while a great de
work had been done to stabilise the northern and eastern headlands, Geafirey's Leap, which was
privately owned, continued to be vulnerable, Doputy Hill pointed out that if it w
it could well tumble down into the sea tak 2 road and Geoffrey's Leap Café wit
an end to one of Jersey’s bestJoved p if folklore.

LES CHEFS TENANTS DU FIEF DE LA REINE

The Parish’s links with ancient feudal times are in part kept alive by the immensely grand-sound
ing title ‘Chef Tenant de la Commune du Fief de la Reine en Saint-Martin' which is the privilege
of the owners of certain properties in the Parish,

dly, there are no records telling how it came to exist, but thix old title & one of the few
remaining relics of the feudal system. The Commune is that area of the Fief de Ja Reine (the name
is perpetuated in the Vingtaine de In Reine) which is now generally known as St Catherine's
Woods or Rozel Woods. Seven Jersey pirishes [originally ten) contained land which formed part
of the Ancient Demesne of the Dukes of Normandy: these were lands pc ed and held by the
Duke or, later, the King, since ‘time immemonial’, The Duke or the granted tenures in
respict of these lands, from which he derived the income and servic were needed for the
defence and administration of his possessions and of his subjects. The Jersey lands of the Demesne
were treated os a separate entity from the lands of the Ancient Demesne in Normandy, and for th

St Manri, |

purposes of the collection of rents and ¢ fue to the Crown they
were divided into units (fiefs), one for each parish in wh v ated,
One such parish was St Martin

Each of the King's tenants in these fefs held an ar f land known as a bowée, equivalent to
about 24 vergées. The holdings comprised able fand but the lso bad rights
a share of, the waste, meadows and woodlands. In the Flef d.
reigning monarch is a King), La Commune is the mainly woodland area over w
the fief enjoyed such ri in common. The stem originally fi d
election of the Prévit (whose functions are de entury it had been
superseded by a system under which the head of a group of property owr
Chef de Charette, or Chef Tenant or Chef de Pré (In recent years, the
been wied. The spelling of the phural can be found as Chefs Tenants, Chef Tenants and Cheftenants.
Chefs Tenants & n accordance with 19th-century re

Under the new system, an ‘Appériement’ was prepared about every years. This was a
formal list of the tenants of & fief who owed the oblig f s ribed below) and
of their holdings on that fief. The tenants were divided into Chefs de Charette and Aides [the
Aides were tenants inferior to the Chefs), and were grouped so that each Chef and his Aides held
approximately same land area. When a new Appéniement was drawn up, the Aldey were
reapportioned among the Chefs to counterbalance any changes in the Jand holdings o Chelfs
which had occurred since the previous Appériement. The Chefs became responsible in tum for
serving as, or providing, the Prévot and the Aldes contributed fimancially to the cost The olde:
record in the possession of the Chefs Tenants du Fief do la Reine is a beantiful manuscript
Appéricment of 1701,

That document records that at the Requéte of the Connéable and the procurears du bien
publique it was ardered

qu'il sera publié par le Prévt du Roi en la dite Purvoisse, par troés di
du Service Divin, & une quatriéme fois pour toutes, que tous Jes T

Rai, en Ia dite Pamoisse, ayrnit & apporter une vral mesure de leurs temres en forme d'Aveu,

entre les maing dudit Prévit, pour procéder & un Appériement des Prévités & peine qulen

cus de défant, leurs terres solent saksles

The antorisés who undertook the Appériement were appointed by the Cour d"Héritage and
their subsequent Record was enrolled in the Actes of that Court.

As already indicated, the Chefs Tenants had obligations as well as rights, as was the basic
feature of the feudal system. The obligation of 'Prévotd’ was to appoint a Prévot, whose functions
were to provide the Crown with services which included collecting the ferme (the rent payable by
the: tenants themnselves and which remained at about the same level from the 16th to the 20th
centuries), and the serving of summaonses.

An interesting document dated 1806 is a Lettre passed between Philippe Raoul Lempriére,
Seigneur of Rosel, and his 15 Chefs Tenants and Francs Tenants. The Chefs Tenants, 1 number,
had to fulfil the following duties; Lo give a day [coroéd) before Christimas and another after, for
spreading manure; to clear the stables of manure; to give a day ¢ hristmas and another
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after for ploughing {aerer] one vergée of land; to cart wine and logs within the Fief; to clean (nestie
the stackyard and stack the champart com; to bring meat from the market; to work at the water
mill {La Perrelle); to provide help for (servir} the masons and thatchers; to cart the grinding stones
for the said mill; to clean the leat, except an arm’s length on each side of the conduit {gouled); to
keep the ferrets earthed for three days if they cannot be found, working with one of the Seigneur’s
men; to gather fern at La Lande and stack it on the Fief, as is laid down in the Extente of the said
Fief, renewed and confirmed in 1758,

The Francs Tenants, Edouard Noel, Philippe Nicolle and Clement Richardson sr, did not
have to fulfil all these services, The Seigneur then rel 1 all the Tenants of these dues, the Chefs
Tenants paying £666 13s. 4d. per tenement, and the Francs Tenants paying £200 each, in Order
Maney. However, they still had to perform the duty of Prévoy, each one in turn, and they still had
to cart the champart corn and bring wheat and other seigneurial dues which they owed, as in

en times and pay la féerme and do any duty not expressly excluded by the affranchisement.

The Prévot’s duties extended over the whole of his fief. He attended the Cour d’Héritage
where he made a declaration under oath as to whatever had occurred within his district which
might add to the revenues of the Crown. The Oath was:

Vous jurez et promettez par la fol et serment que vous devez & Dieu, que biea et fidélement
vous exercerez la Charge de Prévot du Roi en la Paroisse de ... que vous ferez tous bons
et loysux Ajournements et Records, que vous verez que le droit de Sa Majesté soit gardé
et maintenu en toutes chos erez les déclarations ordinaires et re vous levere:
les Fermes et 8 r en tenir compte, et fe éralement tous autres dev
qui dépend
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The office of Préve 3 v the R o 8 last Prévot in 5S¢
Martin was the present Connétable, John Germain, e ather i that office In the
1960s. By the time of his period of ol e dulies of ¢ t had & . He no longer
collected any revenoes for the Crown and his 1 ] Tyl ¥ v court

him on Fricday
ses, making

ot person, ;.n.l 0 return wiedgements ol
lowing Monday, He received a fe
annual fee of 0d. by th
d'Héritage, reports ¢ ng Crown revenues we

Another duty of the tenants was ‘Charsage’, the r arvest and car
hay and wood — a duty which will lates be shown ¢ !m\r b Oferous on

The Chefs Tenants were alsc gst the Halberdiers |there ar
who had the obligation to render a kind of military service in the |
with some from Grouville and St Saviow 150 men armé ’ 0 provide a guard of
honeur for the Governor an certain « ward prisoners to and from tr

An article abour the restoration of La Cate au Palier, ane of the p s whose owne
Chef Tenant, d g atter duty as collecting ps Mont Orgueil Castle and mar
ing them to the Royal Squ.nu. where e placed in an fron cs nding their turn in Court
The cage was removed in 1697 when o d theres soners were no longer
detained at the castle, *.... so that the Halbardiers had not so far 1o march. Butas in those harsh ume
ﬂ.wu..\m the usial penalty for 5, pikemen's grim task 1o march alongside th

: to prison ..." There ix a record
¥ tn Jersey in 1921

Whilst the Chefs Tenants of the Jersey fiefs were of very minor importance in the
context of the feudal system, they nevertheless exemplify, in a small w
the feudal system had evolved. Nowadays, the term ‘feadal’ i
implying that a system oe regime is archalc, undemocratic and opp
system may now be called archaie; and it was not, and could not have been in the social clreum

of that time, in any way democratic. It was not, however, oppressive. De Gruchy points
the destruction of civilised Jife, including kaw, learming, ad jon and ¢

tions following the barharian invasions and the break-up of the Roman Empire, Jeft the north-

western regions of Europe in a state of chaos. The one essential need was to cultivate the fersile
land to provide food for the people, both the conquerors and the conquered, who would other
wise face starvation. So a system evolved during the Dack Ages and into the Middle Ages in
which the cultivators were grouped under the protection d. Gradually, order was bi
out of chaos, neglected lands were restorad vation and the population in
were granted fands 1o 4ll, as here in this parish, and in return for their lands and protection they
provided services und other resources to their lord. De Gruchy

1 th m which bas for a time do ory of an important

wtitled to be fudged by its frults; if w0, then the feadal system

bter o) K Lepwnsions
{
| gooe soniaied

trwpe Ll pae

which dominated the histary of nosth-wi

strang cham 1o success. Under it there grew up an intelliger
adminisration, which steengthened tho

uble to kick away the foudal ladder by which they had climbed

Wealth, raw materials and technical skills increased, so that surplus funds became available ena
bling the construction of such architectural masterpieces, neves surpasse the great cathedrals
and churches of France and England.

Few relics of the system now remain. In Jersey, sesgneurial rights were abolished by the
Seigneurial Rights [Abolition) { Jersey] Law, 1966, and the vestigial powers of the meurs of the
great fiefs are now reduced w ceremonial duties at the Cour d'Héritage and on royal visits i the
Iland. Those powers were once very great, The Seigneur de Rosel was one of the few who
possessed the right of gallows, th o say to hang criminals sentenced to death by the Royal

ourt so that they died on his fief

To revert (o the Fief de Ju Reine in St Martin, it is unfortunate that the history over the last

wds in the possession of the Chefs {s COMMEnce imn

for one

uely, the minutes of that 1909 meeting were subsequently signe 7 Febru-
although there 15 no other recotd of a meeting on that date. The lack of minutes is




difficult to understand, since the 19th-century mir
utes and tains, towards the end of the book, accounts of the Chy
1928 for which there are no minutes. The manuscr
lous in their detail and writte
Occupation years, nor between 1975 and 1993
xisting records begin, the tenants were find
duties irk: ot even burdensome. In May of vear they appointed a committ
approach H.M, Attorney Genera d the Receiver G ! on behalf of all the Tenants and their
Aides W propose that the Tenants should y | their rights to Her Majesty and that in return the
ts should ‘obtain from Her Majesty a quittance to the said Tenants of the Prév
making and carting of the hay from the Queen's Meadow and oth
the said Tenants and the
the Cammune should be It and the rent applied to pe
charges to which the Tenants e subject. The office of P
bidder {fannie an rabais), The office was offered ‘par tols fois et un
Tusage” before bei rded. / 3 he bounds the Commune
homas Messervy, arpenteur, and the distances between the 74 boundary
measured and recorded. Letting of the Commuse continued over subsequent years but with a
provision for termination if an arrangement could be come to with Her Majesty.

After the minutes of a meeting of the tenants held on 9 September 1892 there is set oul, in the
sime handwriting and on the same page but without expl: n, the text of a petition dated
March 1896 (three and a hall years after the previous meeting| to the Treasury of the United
Kingdom Government as follo

Jersey

March 189

To the Right Honourable the Lovds Commissioners of Her Magesty's Tre
Your Lordships,
We the nadersigned have the honour to respectfully represent
That the landowners “Chefs tenants’ and *Chefs de Prévité” on the Queen's
Paish are sabject €0 certain services and dues on acconnt of our rey
ummoning Officer), harvesting the
s meadow and carting the same, collecting the ‘Ferme’, and (0 secve us halbardiers
(uard cutions of criminals condemned c. That w
right to, and enjoy the ‘Utile' (pasturage and underw: as users of the Queen's Com
mons which Hor Majesty passesses *en directe’ (by Tenure in Capite]. That e
the time has come when it is desirable and expedient that those old fendal s
rights should be abolished we would humbly ask that H 3
we should cede
y the sudd “Utile’ and in compensatic
f all the above services and dues we naw owe. That by thix u
eing in possession not anly of the “divecte’ would also ha i th
» be enabled to dispose of id Commons advantageously

sade would, we beg to submit,
3 Or Persons as mi
by imp
m pagt payment
The Petition igned by all the tegan ypears to have been pre to the Treasury,
since the minutes of the last meeting belore the records temporarily cease refers tc e of La
Grande Commune 0 R.R. Lempriére for five years on terms that, (f the ¢ m o Her M.
should occur, the lesor should give up possession. However the outcome of the Pei
recorded in any docament. available fo the suthor of this chapter, and neither the Receiver-Ger
nor the Licutenant-Governor's office, through which such a petition would normal

has any record of it. An enquiry of HM. Treasury has elicited no response ver, since the

fenants continue to receive a rental from the land, it i3 evident ¢

dered. The duties of harvesting the hay and providing hatberdiers no longer

were formally released or sintply fell into disuse i not now known. The accounts sh

ments to the Receiver-General subsequent to the abolition of the office of Préy

the ancient titlo of Chef Tenant remains a8 & relic of an earlier social, economic and politic
teen. In recent years, there has been a resurgence of interest in the heritage of the Cheds Tenants

and they now meet socially oace or tv year,

Properties in St Martin whose Owners are Chefs Tenants
Devan Vi Rasel Le Hug
Le Conil L Taillis La Mot
Spring Farm St Martin's House La Préferen
Fieldend (formerfy White House! La Camee
Le Favilion  Le Catillon
rly Les Chasris Br od




17th to 19th Centuries

THE DON ROADS

The erratic netwark of lanes which existed in 8¢ Martin until the

ould have been well described by G

4. This was thought to have been inspired by the meandering
he

of a rolling English drunkard but, in fact, de d rather well
meanderings of the Parish lanes and byways.

They were nothing but narrow lanes, too x
h andd fro iy bewil
t farmer’s Beld.

araphy of the | , charming, leafy, but utterly
neral Don d od when he arrived in Jer-
ement as Licutenant-Governor in 1806, Within the space
from its exsentially mec
structure to the Parish which we know today
Don is credited quite correctly with the overall improvement of the
fsland’s main road system and certainly it was his determination and
diplomatic skill which carvied through the overall enterprise; but it is
one of the Parish heroes, the Reverend Frangois Le Couteur, who should
be given the credit for much of the work in St Martin. In 1790 he had
founded and become President of the gricultural Saciety whose
first stated object was: ‘improv ad-making'. He had, there
fre, been working for an improved road system for some yeass prior o
Deon's arrival and was no doubt enthuszstic in his support for the initia
tive of the new Lieutenant-Governor
We are lucky 1o possess two key | f evidence which grphs
highlight the differences between the St Martin of
9. The Richmond map of 1795 was th )
survey of the Island, effectively its first Ordnance Survey map: It shows
r orchards bat few

i

an 1s)

1713 10 [9m Cs

ective lines nmunieation Godfray map of 1849, drawn to an almest identical scale
and equally complete, reveals a very different picture: the Island is now dissected by a network of
main roads, the G 2 h Don had created

His m course, largely those of a military governor determined to ensure
vapid movement of men and arms but his plans w ssally approved. Many argued that

ystem of narrow lanes and high hedges excellent -m and that Don's
ns were both dan, b ¢

Building on the groundwork of the Reverend Le C
three lines of communication, all radiating from b , were essential for the effe
movement of artillery: a road from the church to Five Oaks (and & on to St Helier):
the church direct to Gorey Harbour; and a road from the church to Ro.
direct routes existed.

The rowte from the church to Five Oaks, today's Grande Route de
St Martin, was, in 1793, anything but grand and certainly not direct
Travellers setting out from St Martin would have journeyed, as we do,
towards La Préférence and on for some two hundred yurds towards
Maufant; and there the journcy would have ended, for at point where
Poplar Stores stands today they would have met open fields. A quarter of
a mile beyond, at today’s Three Mile Garage, another tr might have
been glimpsed but a large cider orchard lay between. Don's answer
to cut straight through and w create the Grande Route de Saint Martin,
the first direct link between the Parish and St Helier,

The route from the church w Gorey Harbour, the pr
Route de Faldouet, can already be soen on th
much the same path as it does today, that is until it reached the top of Gorey Hill, For the most
part, Don's task was simply to widen the exi J roi and to reinforce it with the lines of

, here the local diorite rathee than granite, which today bordes the road for much of its
length. The descent to Gorey, however, posed a difficult problem. The Richmond map shows a
pattemn of narrow and no doubt mtted pathways running down the hillside towards the village.
Daisy Hill is evident but Gorey Hill, as we kaow it, is not, Don’s solution was typically direct. He
linked an existing chemin, which run down the top part of the hill, to the zig-zag of roads which lay
below it. The clearest sign of the link is the sweeping bend which today po below the high
battress wall of Gouray Church.

Creating the present Grande Route de Rozel was clearly DDon’s most chall ging task. Even
today, the route from the church to Rozel is tortuous and, in places, seemingly arbitrary. A glance
at the Richmond map shows a confusion of Jancs and byways which must have faced the travel
in [795. From the church, the descent to Wrentham Hall and the road 1o the bridge and the Lodge
are clearly evident; but there the journey would have ended. What is today the slope up to the T-
Junction with La Rue des Alleurs would have been open fields. Don, like the Romans befo
cut straight through. His problems, however, were just beginning. The pathway he
deed run past the Manor and on towards the Rozel headliand, but from there nothing more than

The armn of Graeral
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open fields and rough trackways existed. Ho bad, in , o create @ new road, the pre
winding de Route de Re

Within a space of ten years, Don, with Le Co 2 just the physical
structure of the Parish but also its relationship with the rest of the Island. It
was riow part of 1 larger network of communications which were to have a profound impact on its
development ®h century

THE JERSEY EASTERN RAILWAY

Gorey is five miles by road from St Helier, but in the 18th century it was
much maore, as the traveller was forced to follow a r
meandering lsnes The advent of the 19th century brought the east physically cl
when the fi road was eral Don. But it was the advent of the |
Railway which provided o comparatively fast and easily-acces public link between St Helier
and the outlying castern vil
It was the succe: , from St Helier to St Aubin in 1870, which pe ed
the inspiration for another hne heading east to Gorey. Work started in May 1872 and, despite a¢
least one workmen's strike, was completed ay far as Grouville in July 1873, This was just In time
provide free transport for three milita segiments and two batteries of artillery who were begin-
ning manoeuvies on Growville Commeon, The extension to Garey was comy d the follow
month,
The States of Jersey had passed an appropriate enabling Bill two years previously. Some of
its clauses give illuminating information about life in Jersey at the time
Article 45. Authocised the railway to ¢ o S e 1 there to St
Catherine’s Bay

Article 47, Provided for access to ship

Arocle 54, Stipulated that the Clamewr de Haro conld oot be z { disa
greement over any propety situated within the lmits indicated

rticle 5. ixed & maximum fare between St Helier and Gorey of 1%d per mile, or
tion of w mile. 1d for second class

Article 59. Provided a minimum of four services e i each direction
Asticle 61 Fixed that the St Helier - Gorey section must be completed within three years,
and the remainder in ten
In fact, the extension to St Catherine was never built, , it would have been a very
major undertaking. From Gorey Pies, the line was to have o tunnel next to the site of the

coastline from this point are varied and often precipitous, and a huge amou
would have been required to rum the track on to St Catherine. As the construc

0 Cilleetinn)

there had been abandoned and the Breakwater itself tranderred o the States, there was litle
likelihood of thers ever breing sufficient trs

The traffic on the line to Gorey was initially g g horse races on Gorey
Common meunt that 28 traing were needed each ¥ pas rs from St Helier. On the
day in 1907 when Mont Orgueil Castle was handed
32 retrn journeys were s wurying & total of 6,

In 1881, the Carteret-Carentan Railway was opencd and the Compagnie Reuenatre de
tion offered 2 steamship service from Gorey to Carteret. Using this connection it was
few years lazer, to book a direct ticket from St Helier to Pasis via Gorey. Encouraged by the
possibilities opened up by this new service, the States decided in 159] that the railway Jine should
be extended 1o a new Gorey Pier S The line ran between the sea wall and the new coast

from St Helier 1o Gorey Pier wa minutes, This compares

the muil train, and flew a blue pennant on its
journey to Gorey Pier to signal its impo . The early morning train on Saturdays was equipped
with an e :

K

It was

to the abattoir in St Helier for slaughter,




The first two engines wese the Coesarea and Ca
£1,800 each. The North ¥ s purchased from the Jersey Railway it 1878, but this was not
a successful engine. It la steam brakes, and had difficulty in stopping when required to do so.
The Mont Orgueil was acquired in 1886, and two yesrs later the troubleso
replaced by a new locomotiv : e engimes and two steam-powered rail ¢
supplied all the power on the route for the 56 years of the Eastern Railway’s existence. The
engines usually stopped at Gorey Village Station, where they obtgined free water from the beaok
‘The station itself survives as a private house, but sadly there are no remnants of the railway in St
Martin.

Little is known about the Eastern Railway Company’s fortunes in the carly years of the 20th
century. The challenge of motor buses emerged in 1926, and the Railway could not compete, It
was forced (o clase on 21 June 1929, The locomotives, and much of the other metal, were shipped
1o Poland as scrap,

railway of sorts did run again in St Martin in the Occupation years. After Hitler's instruc
tion that the Channel Islands should be misde impreguable, the major fortifications which were
constructed around the Island needed building materials. It was reported that ‘Funny little rail
ways were constructed for these operations, particalady at Gorey and La Pulente’. The Gorey
line was built initially to carry sand from Grouville Bay to (€ illage Station il was
extended along the roadbed to Gorey Pier, so that the sand could be barged to St Helier and other
parts of the Island

It seems now that the Jersey Eastern Railway was ¢ more than a short-lived and expen-
sive anachronism. Howi it provided a gloel ears of reasonably priced and efficient
everyday transport for those who tived along its route, and it helped to open up und popularise

1t st of the Island

jos, which were built in Leeds, costing

THE MILLS OF ROZ

upply of con
and first-c
roads Jeading to the mumerous shaps vyin
supply them, it is hard to imagine the former
importance and prestige of the parish mills,
ermill wis built at R
had its own stream. Hi %
it was inadequate, and it led Drogo de Barentin
to eveet & windmill on a high point roughly half
i mile away in an excellent situation for wind to
drive the salls. It was the only windmill in the
Parish and in medicval times was the property
of the Seigneur. The tenants of the fief owed s
de moulin to then eur, which meant that
they were obliged to grind their com at his mill
nd also to render service in t labour,
wep of the mill
tenants the mill was essential 78 Reord MUl at the pero of the emtary
as the only means of grinding corn for their
bread. To the Seigneur it was important as 4 source of revenoe
Rozel Mill or Le Moulin & St Martin is first mentioned in 1618 and it was sold by Jean Perrin
(the then Lord of Rosel) to Jean le Hurdy. The occupant in 1698, 1
Messervy. It is likely that, after the corn-grinding season, it was used for fulling. It was a seigne
rial mill until 1702 when it was bought by Philippe % Muistre. It has been rebuilt several times
durin history. In 1848 it was sold by D. Anley to Philip Vardon and was then passed down to
his son and grandson. In 1909 the wooden dome was removed and in 1916 the mill machinery
dismanled. The States bought it in 1920 and conserved and whitened it as a navigating land-
mark, particulary for fishermen returning from Les Ecréhous, allowing them o steer clear of the
Dirotilles and the Paternosters.
During the Ocoupation by the Germans the tower was used as an observation platform and
gun emplacement, which provided them with an ideal position for keeping watch towards the
coast of France. It is now m private ownership,

THE DEFENSIVE TOWERS OF ST MARTIN

When General Henry Ser y
War of Independence hid begun and the colonists had found an ally in the French. Canway
rightly worried that France would dearly love to conquer the Charmel Islands, if only t .




way paid his

¢ he was horified to

st a sea-bome invasion, if it 1
ge of Gorey or Eliza

who had studied the cation, particu

ey in a d
pow
with several small cannon to repulse an enemy
landing
General Conway quickly convinced

British Government and the King that 30 towers
should be built in Jersey to cover passible land
ing places and that similar towers should also
be built in Guemsey. Building began almost
immediately, supervised by Captain Frederic
Basset, who was then the resident engineer of

The original estimate given to the Britist

20 5 Cotherines Toises ilh it1 o ¢ wodhicowhs, mew 1 e
ds o oot ard (Pics Board of Ordnance was £4,680 156 for each

Dited white on e s
s tower,
The design of the towers is interesting beciuse it is peculiar to Jersey. Bach tower was equipped
with machicoulis at the top, as a defence ageinst enemy mining operations at the base. No draw
nig hiss beea found to show who designed the towers, but it seems logical to suppose that General
Conway had a hand in the design, possibly helped by Captain Frederick Basset. However, when
aptain Basset was sent to Guernscy later, the towers he built there were not built to the Jersey
design, in spite of the fact that the States of Guernsey had boen instructed to build to the same
design as that of the larger isfand.

In St Martin there are four defensive towers, three of which are ‘Conway’ towers of the
Jersey design, although none i exactly the same. The fourth, Victoria Tower above Gorey Castl
is & Martello tower, built some years after the others.

The tower at St Catherine’s Bay was built well before Archirondel Towes, as wae Fliquet
Tower. The stretch of beach betwern S 4

Richmond map, which iplies that they were built before |
$4 Catherine's Tower (also known ax La Mare Tower) s ¢ wary's original desi
four machicoulis. It is formnate that a sea wall was built here, as it has saved r from coastal
erasion. Fliquet Tower bas been alteced, its machicoulis having been removed for unknown rea
an unknown date. It is also known as “Telegraph Tower', because it was here that the
b and telephone cable from France was brought ashore, many years §
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Mackstony

Archirondel Tower was 1k t one to be built while General Conway was still alive, and it
was his idea to conatruct a masonry gun platform round its base, Unfortunately, by 1793, whe
Archirondel Tower was begun, the cost of building had risen from £156 to £1§ per tower, The
British Board of Ordnance objected to the extra cost of putting  gun platform there and suggested
that the proposed Anne Port Tower be dispens ve money, Caonway did not like this
but had to content himselfl with altering the design of Archirondel Tower to the extent that its
machicoulis were double the size of the other towers, but there are only three of them instead of
four. Archirondel Tower was completed in 1794, and became the prototype for La Racco Tower
in St Ouen’s Bay, although the battery at Archirondel was built for four 13-pounder guns while
that at La Roceo for five 32-pounder gun

The last tower which belongs in St Martin is V ia Tower, built on Mont St Nicolas, opposite
the keep of Mont Orgueil Castle, and averlooking Anne Port Bay. two reasons for
building here: firstl prevent an eneny occupying the head nmanded the keep
of Mont Orgueil Castle; secondly to make an enemy land ne Port beach difficult. The
tower was built in 1837 and was named after the new young O who had just b ned

Victoria Tower is basically & Martello tawer, The name ‘Martello” is taken to be an English
corruption of Mortella Bay in Corsica, where & round tower had held the British flect at bay in
1794, the date when Archirondel Tower was completed, The idea of Martello towers was 1o mak
them strong enough o support karger guns at the top, They were therefore shorter and wider than
the Conway towers, but becase they had no machicoulis w umably cheaper to build.
However, the danger of mining ms to have been recognised in the case of Victoria Tower, in
that its base is set below ground and a defensive moat surrounds it with a traditional drawbridge
1o protect the entrance.

It must be said that Victoria Tower is an unsophisticated version of the Martello towers
which were built in England, being completely circalar and of a smaller size, so that only one gun
could be mounted on top, Kempt Tower in St Ouen's is much nearer to English desig
Victonia Tower has the distinction of be e Jast defensive round tower to be built in Jersey
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The purpose of afl the towers w ble landing places from an invy
French army. Baron de Rullecourt had shown the authorities in charge of the defence of the
Island in 1781 thal & surprise landing was not only possible, but likely t
Jersey, Theveafter, the coastal defences and communications between th
ever possible, culminating in the building of Fort Regent and the military roads of Lieutenant
Governor General Don

1n this connection it is zad to note that the No. | To Grouville built on La Rocque Point
north of La Rocque kasbour, had been completed before Baron de Rullecourt’s landing, but the

.

de Rullecourt's troops bunding; nor Towe ¢ present one but an
earlier building) realise that a French fleet was i C el, {table
conclusion is that & tower or any other defensive positio d gamrison when it
comes to preventing an enemy landing

ROZEL, OR LE COUPERON, BARRACKS
In 1810 the barracks at Rozel were built by the British Board of Ordnance and w
ouperon ¥ cks’ after the name of the southern point of Rozel hurbour
Lieutenant-Ge of Jersey, had been working to improve the defonces of the Island since his

ot 10 19 Crsrui

arrival in 1806, Napoleon and the French were fi enemties, who §
31 that an invasion of Jersey was possible, General Don's strategy was to b
ntain an ny invasion long enough for tr nd artill
at all likely landing places.
Rozel harbour had no defences; moreover, there were no regular t stione
north-e  Jersey, so it was decided to build the basracks at Rozel to be both & strong defensive

fortress and a station alar army troops. The British government negotisted a 9 se,

for the sum of £4 10s. Od. per annum, by Mr. 1 itre of Rosel Manor, on
which to build.

It was not a sound construction, for four years after the building was completed it was found
that the whole wall along the sea side was likely o collapse, because it had been built on loose
gravel and the sea way washing away such foundations ax the wall had. The sea side
acks had then to be underpinned with masonry foundations at a 800, but this
was done well, so that the walls on the sea side are as sound today as they ever were.

wrracks were built to quarter 68 men (three of these were officers) together with sta
bling for th ice ] ketry on the sea side, and there were
esbrasures for 9 or 121b guns, four at least, with & 6L parapet, also holed for musketry. The sea
wall had a small parapet to prosect the men lying down there firing their muskets, It would cer
ainly not have been easy for an e ssful landing at Rozel against this fir
power

In 1816 a French ship called La Balane, which w: its way to Canada fil
ing famiilies, was wrecked an Les Diroilles rocks. Seventy people were rescued with the help of
boats from Jersey and many were landed at Rozel, where the soldiers of the 8th Royal Veteran
Battalion were quartered. This garrison showed great kindness to the survivors, many of whom
were lodged at the barvacks for & tme.

pmetime aftor 1821, Re 's barracks became the residence of the Lieutenant-Governor of
[essey. Sir John Halkett, who was Lieutenant-Governor from 1821 wo 1830, decided to live there
while Government House on St Saviour's Hill was being made ready for him. Interestingly, it is
known that a well was provided for the barracks in 1838, Where His Excellency and the soldiers
had got water from before this is a mystery.

A guide book for Jersey written in 1850 states that the barracks were untenanted at that time,
but we are told by a Calonel W.D. Mills that & Frenchman, the Prince de Vienne, was in residence
there in 1860, Ten years later the Franco-Prussian war began, and it was thought necessary to
bring extra troops to Jersey. It was at this time that a cook-house, ablution house and & wash-
house were added to the barracks, to help accommodate the extra troops. One must suppose that
the troops who garrisoned the barracks when it was first built managed without any of these
amenities.

One local i counts a most interesting legal case which went on appeal to the Privy
Council, whose legal Lords delivered their judgment in 1954, The case concerned the ownership
of the road which the War Department had made to the north and west of Le Couperon Burracl
originally to replace a road which had been bailt over within the baracks area.
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The case was brought by Arthur Villeneuve Nicolle, who had bought the basracks from a
Mrs. Rose in 1932, Mrs. Rose having bought > the War Department in 1924, M.
Nicolle claimed that this road was his property and that the respondent in the case had no right t
build windows in his bouse only three feet from th d, nor W put sewage pipes under
it. Mr, Wigram, the respondent, claimed that the road belonged to the Parish of St Martin, whose

he had obtained 0 do both the things complained of. This meant that Henry Ahi
who was then Constable of St Martin, also became a respondent, because the rights of the Par
were involved.

The case turned on whethera road could be transferred to the ownership of the Parish by an
Acte of the Comité des Chemins of the Parish of St Martin, without the necessity o ering the
transfes of ownenthip in the Royal Court. The Parish had passed two such Actes, one in 1911
when Major Brooker had offered the road to the Parish on behalf of the War Department, and the
second in 1925 when Mrs, Rose's solicitors queried whether the Parish had confirmed aceept
ance of the road from the Wi ment in 1911 The Lords of the Privy Council found in
favour of Mr. Wigram and the Parish of St Martin, which then continued to look after the road as
they had done for many yeurs before.

Four years after this case was settled, Mr. and Mrs. Charles Sharp arrived from Yorkshire,

ight the Barracks from Mr. Nicolle, and set about tuming the building inte hatel, An upper
storey faced with cedarwood was built to provide bedro : wimming pool and garden

replaced much of the barrack square. The hote! is il flourishing under new ownership, prov

ing an example of bow to adapt histaric buildings to modern use

ST MARTIN'S ARSENAL

1n 1806, when ( al Don arrived in Jersoy as Licute e or, as considerable
anxiety both in England and in Jersey about the threat of an invasion fir e Napoleon was
still & formidable enemy with naval forces available to him all slong the Fren annel o
There were already a number of defensive towers built and ready for action round Jesse
shores, but these strong points had 1o be manned by the Jersey Mi B not enoug
dar Army t available and General Don was not impressed by the M
arms, or even its ability to use them, The Militia artillery picces
other equipment and
looked after,
rallying paints. 1 e 5¢
army units to move quickly to possik N were lacking or Inadequate
General Don applied himself to the task, with the help of General Six John Le C
solving these problems and turs ¢ Militia into a good fighting for
structed by the regular Army engineers. Drill sheds were built in each
f y had organised a lottery to raise the money needed for building the
5. However, the arsenals, although they had been
by which time they were more necessary than ever to
en brought to the Island for the use of the militia’s
artillery regiment
Five arsenals were bullt to the same plan, one of which was St Martin's, while the sixth in St
Helier was an altogether larger building. 1t 1 not known who the archit
10 suppose that Colonel Humfrey, the Royal Engineer who designed and built Fort Regent, had
a hand in the design. Al any rate, St Martin’s Arsenal is o handsome well-constru
building of three two-storey blocks, joined by triple-arched links on the ground floor. H
kept the field pieces with their limbers, ready t0 be taken to the point of action. Here also were the
men’s uniforms and weapons, together with the necessary ammunition
In the event of a general stand4o the Arsenal was the rallying point for the Militia of the
north and east vegiments, and for the artillery men with their horses. Tts poxition was chosen as &
convenient central point, but also so that it would not be more than two miles from any
point of attack. This was thought © be the longest distance a fully-eqe
travel with any speed and still be fit to fight at the end of his journey. There were r\\th which the
Militis used from the arsenal as well as the roads, which provided short cuts to strong points. One
such led to Les Piéces, where there was a gun,
A law governing the arsenals had been pussed in 1844, General Sir John Le Couteur wanted
o make it compulsory for all principals of the parishes to supply the horses for hauling the guns,
or if they could not do so they had 10 pay an aonual fee for exemption, Tt is said that Six John
encouraged racing on Grouville Common in order o impeove the breeding of horses for his
military purposes; but whether & good racehorse would also make & good horse for pulling guns
does seem a little doubtful.




In the S d W @ Assenal was a lecting point, but this time by
the sccupying German forces, The farmers of Trinity and St Martin w rdered to bring all their

borses to the arsenal for inspection. The Germans then chose the best horeses which were requisi

tioned for the use of the Germas

On 20 June 1940 the Jersey lagla fight w
The arsenal was no longer needed for militia purposes and two familics, the Fennels and the
Parkers, made their homes there for the duration of the

After the war, in 1946, the Jersey Militia was disbanded and all the Is were redunds
1t was not until 1948 that the States of Jersey Howsing Department took over St Mastin's Arsenal
A second pebble-dashed storey was added to the arched linking structures; the arches were filled
in and given doors and windows so that the whole amsenal could be tmed into housing, This is
now surrounded by other States houses by at that time, but it remains a handsome g
building, will setving s usefill purpose, unlike some of the other parish arsenals which have unfor
tunately been destroyed.

HAUT DE LA GARENNE

Life was very much tougher 150 years ago than itis tod this better than the
Jersey Industrial School ~ now Haut de la Garenne — in St Martin
Those who set up this establishment ‘for young people of the lower classes of society and for
children neglected and in & state of destitution’ were regarded as benevolent philanthropists. And
were. A report in 1571 rea

1t is 2 source of real pleasire o the (sends of you protection
1 of the outcast and parentless portion of th A ation ..., The bay
bereft of his natural protectors and guardian 1
il f the vicious und incipled; easdly le
n by the band and shew |
s and quicksands upon which he may o
wey professes to do and actially acoomplis

1 1o 1 Crx

Philanthrapic, yes, but the living conditions for these boys, who w
had merely fallen on hard times, were very far from the ‘politically
would be ucceptable today.

The same writer eulogised the regime:

The boys number 9, are clean though ordi

necessity rather th should suy

assemblod i a spacious and airy apartment where they are ranged in four rows, each be
with his bowl of eocoz - or tes — and a good junk of bread and treacle beside him. Ata
given signal they all rise and, with their eyes closed and hands revereatinlly joined. they
xing geace. Few mome touching sights than this it is impossible (o witre

The States of Jersey lound earlier in the 19th century that there was a lamentable amount of

Juventle crime’, At that time offending boys found themselves confined Lo & corner of the General

Hospital where they led a Dickensian existence, a few of them learning shoemaking, but most
doing scrubbing and washing, some leaming to read and write, but emerging with a profound
ignorance of the world outside. The Lisutenant-Governor of the time, Major-General Sir James
Love, laid before the States several works and publications on the establishment of Industrial
Schools. The plight of the boys confined to that comer of the General Hospital aroused sympathy
- their situation probably mirrored the conditions in England at the time which had prompted
Charles Dickens to write social evils - and it was recommended that they should be trans
ferred to a 70-vergée farm at Anne Port. The report quoted above, which was published in 1871,
made it cléar that ) s & rule, Is admitted tnto the establishment who has been convicted
before & Magistrate, although we believe, in some exceptional cases, this rule has not been strictly
enforced.” It is not clear what happened to most boys who had been convicted of petty crimes,
and who would previously have found themselves confined in the Genera pital




In June 1867 the gaunt buildic
they were transferred there, Iis
headmaster, overseen |
such a5 Dean Le Breton (Lill
Coutear, who gave a silver watch and a8 an anaual prize to the boy who guined
proficiency in Christian know 3 ace ide & home for the
intellectual and industnal traini . 0, 5 ey ther cause, are
deprived of the means of education iy habits’
1 they behaved well there wese weats, such as an outing to play cricket on Grouville Com:
mon, or & good tea which included cakes. But for those who fell short of expected andards of
behaviour life was not so good. Minor pumishments included being deprived of treacle or butter
for four days, or sent on the &rduous task of pumping water. But consistent offenders r
tough — what an outcry there would be if the same condi
drilled for 15 minutes was the asual for some misdemeanours, but up to six
received or even a flogging. For those deemed to be *very wicked' there was solitary confinem
for 24 houss in the cells,
The general imetable can only be described as formidable:

semfors rise, dress, air beds, sxy peayess, open windows, wash, clean boots
the same procedure for the junkors
first and second companies mike beds, third pumps waser, fousth cleans booes
prepare breakfast
reakfust for stafl, servants and boys
800am  playground
S.45am  parade for inspection of clothes; etc
400am  prayers and raport on ronduct
215 work bay: (o their respective employmer 10 school
12.25, workshops and farmi
prepare for dinner

o 191 Cenvruse

in school until 445

n
#A40pm 3

10.00pm  all assistants and secvaniy t be in

10.00pm lights in the staff and servants’ quarters (0 be exting d

There was not much time off, but the boys did get an extra 45 minutes in bed on Sunday
momings before being twice marched to Gouray Church, where some of them were in the choir
In 1900, the Industrial School was renamed the Jersey ys, and a former resi
dent, the late Frank Lew alled the hard regime in & retirement interview which he gave to
the fersey Evening Post 79 years later
We were made 1o bath 25 at  ttme in  huge st water and Jeyes fluid
Any boywho fatled to remove every trace of dint was ordered, naked and trembling, from
o be flogged or kicked by the master in attendance.
boy and had 1o sit pext to a new
heads . . y be came in with a cane and 1 bible
the boys that he didn't rle with the
me Wl Fhled in front of the whal
I heard later, afies 1 had ket the hotse, that he
very very tough but the love
cruelty.
1n the early days of this institution Gorey abounded with shipbuilding yards; there was a
Royal Naval Training School next door to Haut de Ia Garenne from 1860 o 1875, vo it must have
seemed strange to the boys that the Admiralty would not allow them to join the except ‘by
special permission after strict inquiry into their antecedents’. However, this appears to have been
due to confusion of the name of the school with the similady named English Industrial Schools for
young offenders. When the status of the Jersey school was explained and the name eventually
changed to the Jersey Home for Boys, the boys could join the Navy in the uszal way
The boys were encouraged to compete with the Jsland elementary schools and won their fuir
share of prizes, particularly in swimming. The school band had a great reputation and was in
constant demand at Taland functions. A fife and drum band was started in 1869 which i tum was
superseded by a brass band in 1894, made possible by the g ty of subscribers. The first
conductor was Band-Sergeant Hall of the Gloucester Regiment, followed by two of the well-known
MeKee family under whose tuition there was rapid progress. Also from about this time we have a

glowing report from & visitor to the Jersey Industrial School: he found it well run by the bead-
master, Michael Garry, and his wife (who fulfilled the role of' A )

ther with the Committee.
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MeClintoc
geant, who k the 75 for ade twice a day, teaching children d
ested mesns of scaring them rigid. All this was in the interest
et at sea or on the farm,
Stanley Barnard was a r
has many memaories of life
Serman soldiers at every oppartunity,
manure 1o the German " lunchitio
the British
ade for Hitler's day. W Coussens, recalls:
m the bell tawer with & very powesful
wer palnt in our dorm:

e boys adding horse
Another time,

ted for a special

ran an electric cable o
bed anc
a couple of times before the ans posted & guard ¢ power point. On one oo
sion o boy pretend, pepwalk. H o g the corridar v

were signalling and began ringing the bel

helmet off. Anothe g chief happened whe ' heved t

the fie pt th Z galloped down the |

soldier chasing
The Home was renzimed Haut de la Garenne, Gare: means rabbit-war
the site of the warren for Mont Orgueil. Medieval wa

hirks b
gmeuss, and the rabbits wore preserved

were the jealonsy-guarded right of
there for hunting by the feudal lord
The Home was taken over and run by the Education Department until it finadly ¢f
: 1986, superseded by more modern establishments and practices, S then it has rema
ait, [l siversgt ) v"’-\-n Mland hi.... o something of a white elophant: 2 solid piece of Victorian architecture, situated high sbo
f a building which is, in its own way, magnificent, but which does not now have an ob:
S Sotiottiani i has not been completely ignored, however, nad has been used recently as a yoath club, a camp
Rob + o tour the property and lo tafl-to former stafl and residents ’ ing site, @ hostel for visiting groups and even as & flm studio. Tt grounds ine
One of them, Reg Norman, who spent nine years there from 193645, showed the visitors field in that past of the Ialand and some sports fixtures are still held there
the study fr. Watkins, their headmaster. ‘It used o be beautifully furnished, and the walls were
lined with sh full of books. When T see this place now it makes my heart I
corridor he recalled the eseaking staircase and rememberet how the brown lino on the floors SASH WINDOWS, ROUND ARCHES AND SHUTTERS .
cleaned by the hoys with carbolic soap, and all the stair wilings were polished PRI Some of the architecturally interesting houses of the Parish of St Martin
] § werats of the Jersey Post Office, s St Martin address means just one

hoy responsible for doing his own bit. In the dining room meal To the crisply logical bure:
ald be nothing left for you, Breakfast was & bow! of porridge or bread and thing; the postcode JE36, To the inhabitants of these 5,732 vergées, however, an infinite variety of

smmodation i er, providing tangible evidence of the k St Martin. The range of
reflicts not only the passage of time but also St Martin's half-share in two of

¢ 1948 A growp fram Sk fersty Miwwe fov Begs eiics feney Al
und by thy Fetery Clab amd dow aty Wil Kriehofeds, ondo 4 rensding and

you were late, there
dripping. Each boy tried to get the largest portion.

Mr. Norman mbered that, during the Occupation th
dormitory windc

boys climbed out of the housing in the I
kept watch. AL the approsch of the Ialand’s four principal harbours
y snprared with 2 wimilur area in England o France, St Martin is almost without re
pses. Half-timber-framed houses, so evident in nearby Dinan, are completely absent (u

e alarm, ‘digseye’, and the prefict would find

asheep in hix bunk. Jack Mourant, who was at Haut de la Garen

danger the wa




St Mawng. J6

u count
Tea Room

vo hou
can claim an earfier date th
good veason f
well-wooded by Jers

tin could not supply =

ads of ite inhik s and o houses were

e, of which there Is an abundance.
, the Ixland has no lime
e N Ty torily glu
lay, chopped
hair and sea sand which nev
letely and so did not crack. This only
ater was excloded, If
allowed t

Jeviey ravnd ank ew La o h e al St Martin farmhouse ¢
period was 4 solid, rectangular, gabled build
with a blank gable agsinst the road, pre

> seek an inland re
period that was not also # farmho ere b no other reason to b Parish but to earn
a living by farming A fine ¢ ke of this sort of house is La Bachauderie in La Rue St Julien,
bard against the St Saviour boundary. The appeal of this pasticular sit d by a neve
ring that rises just across the road
Specual mention must be made at this stage of the Je ch, thought o have wrrived
from France before 1550 and very sensibly adopted by th y Muse rvice as its emblem.
ch is comprised of two outer stunes with shoulders, which project sideways into th
masonry, and a central keystone. These three stones, known as voussoirs, are us
»d on each side by three base stones, The arch is slightly fatter than a perfoct semi-circle
rally spans be 36 and 40 inches.
St Martin can boast numerous fine examp! s pal Jersey feature. Les Carritres
e Grande Route de St Martn and Devon Vi e e de Faldouet show it in
use on roadside gateways. As a front door, it can be seen at Houguemont on La Rue d'Aval,
Oxford House in ne, La Haie Fleurie in Ls R
Chasse #s Demoiselles B all 17th-century properti e in the case of Houguemont),
Pasticularly fine examples of the round arch, both s a gateway and as & doorway, are (0 be
found at La Tourelle in La Rue 1, but then & It is the best
and farm complex in the Parish fi s J0.step wurelle

a thatehed roof, secur tits @ de.

38 Lx Towrelle ax an 1891 dwwing by Geoege Bovs ‘ v wnarale. which
drarwatic nendle peisi. (frmry Musnavy Sroowe Collesies)

The main fagade of La Tourelie, with its carefully enlarged wind

dressed granite of just the right colour, sums up entirely the appes

Martinais in exile anywhere in the world would, upon seeing a picture of Ls Tourelle, be instanily
reminded of home.

“The round arch fell out of fashion after 1700 a ways were bailt squar
off. A round arch ln exile is to be found in the garden wall of a new house known as Th
at the northern end of La Rue du Bouillon. It has a twin, but with a less well-fitting keystone in the
garden wall of Faldouet Lodge on the other side of the road.

The 18th century was the golden age of the Jersey granite farmhouse. Beauchamp in La Rue
des Fontaines was built almost exactly in the middle of the century and wonld be a particularly
pleasing example were itnot for its plastic windows, Of the 94 houses featured in the Parish Treasury,
84 have sash windows and, of these, all but two are painted white or, occasionally, cream. Pasts of

» sash window is unheard of in
8th century und its impact on the houses of the Parish
could searcely be overstated, The French in particular, who describe it as the fenétre guille
at & Joss to understand its appeal. Unlike the casement, or French window, it allows
window to be openad at most. It lavolves a complicated boxed-in mechanism of cords,
and pulleys and is inherently draughty because, far from butting tight together, the two halves of
the window have to be free to slide past each other. In older buildings, wind




frequently enlarged to accommoc pane
some happy ne a1, the visual character of the finest houss
epends, above all else, aa the rels

walls and the window

Although able to use single pi
Rue du Bouillon, they also used slim gy
as 4t Le Fleurion in La Rue de la Forge
i the
strikingly
ly still to be seen at Le Pont in La Rue d

Some of these granite houses have achieved distinetion for reasons

Sivple-frame Biperias s axndse o Lo 4 ¥ \
Normande: [Phote Cheiopher  Other than dows, Next door o Le aCl This house

ool

ym the public road by & miniature avenue announced
by u pair of round two-tie - granile flanking walk
Such grandeur is unexpected in the St Martir ous lund in generally put
sses. Another impressive entrance and carriage-drive ts to be found serving the
grandly-nsmed Chateaubriand from La Re arettes, In fact, the house itsell belong
the famous French man of letters, Viscomte Frangois René de Chateanbriand, who lived for a
year in Parsde Plac it to his cousin Armand.

Three otherwise typical granite houses whose roof treatments command attention are, in
order of antiquity, La Chaumiére in La Rue de la Ville Brée (re ached in 19¢ an unhiappy
60-year interlude under asbestos tiles), Le Fleurion (hipped and sposting & classically inspired
central pediment) and Faldouet Lodge, La Rue du Boulllon (hipped and covered with s

tiles in 1938, following fire damage).

OQutside the confines of the Parish the Napoleonic Wars and their conclusion had trans
formed life in St Helier and bronght with them
changes in architoctural taste that were soon felt
in $¢ Martin itself. The change that was (o have
a permanent effect wis not the arrival, after the
French Revolution, of a

c exiles, but of u more permanent colony
0 ay military men who retired from En;
land once the war was won. For them local

fators were quick 1o build Regency and
early Victorian crescents; villas and terraces.
Cruciully these new developments were néver
] granite or brick but in smouth,
creamy stucco, which needed painting, or

finished in loc

Roman cement which did not

There is # most urbane
with an ‘in and vut’ carriage drive,
shost distance away to the north il by the widow of the Reot
contrast batween the shape of, and mat
used in, thege houses, or bullding so far consider
more marked, To their contemporaries they st have seemed revolutionary

However novel they may have been, such buildings are disciplined and wark well in groups
Abave all, they have inspired the character and appearance of St Martin's most urban area,

orey, This divides into two distinet parts: Le Mont de Gouray, heading up the hill from the pi

to Gouray Chusch, end the pier proper. The road is too wide and the houses too varie
for Le: Mont de Gouray to have the appeal of St Aubin's High Street. The houses on the pier are
marginally more consistent in appearance and were amang the first structures in Jersey to enje
the distinction of statulory designation in 1074, This has not protected them from a rash of i }
comsidered and unsightly dormer windows, whose sppearance the famously massive bulk of the
castle, rising sheer behind them, just manages to keep under control

Away from « the vicinity of the Parish Church and Rozel Harbour, the conventional
Jersey pattern of settlement scattered in hamlets rather than clustered in villages is evident. These
hamlets can be very diverse in pature. The row of workers’ cottuges on the lower reaches of Le
Mont des Landes and the grander houses further up that hill provide an intriguing insight into the
sort of development that might have spread all along the coast, had the naval base at St Catherine
been completed

re rural in feel are La Ville Brée and La Ville &s Nouaux. They are lost among

elds, principally granite-buill, and with varying types and size
informally.

Yet a third type of hamlet are the strings of formal

side by side, seem
Grande Route de F

mid
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-

nt. In all three, stu es which have, or used to have, shutters predominated. In ull th
there is clear evide t Alto at Fliquet, Kenilworth at Faldouet and Highlands
near Rozel Mill), now converted to other uses, Happily, all three hamlets still have their post
boxes
The larger free-standing properties of the 19th century rev a rewnrding diversity of ap-
pearance in tine with the evolution in architectural taste. As befits its military origins, the more
severe ¢ the just restored O House at Le Mont Mallet. Pictares exist of this property in
the days when it had a full-rigged ship's mast in its grounds
to pr e on, Next door, Seymon m betrays its
the naval officers’ married quarters. No other fe
covered, wooden balcony at fisst-floor level
fy built to enjoy its panoramic views a
on Le Mont de Gouray is of 8 more complicated design and yet
wigidly 5y ). There is & contre section with a hipped roof and &
pavilion at each end. On the other hand, Cedar Valley off La Ru
Fliquet is boldly asymmetrical. This is & bouse whose proportions, bay
windows and gables proclaim it to be Victorian in the generally accepted
sense of the word, Exaberantly Victorian detail is evident at Valmont in
La Ruoe St Julien which boasts decorated chimneys, ornamental ridge
shates on the roof, decorated dormers, three sash windows, bay windows,
a half glazed front door and,
a farm bell under a pitched roof bracke
The house is dated 1840. Le Catil, next door, preceded it by a mere 20
years and yet has infinitely more in common with 1
with
However, for most parishion e house that rep:
mate high-V. 0 / La Grande Rou

more besides,
rmal drivew

10 the south, At night this featu
impress, nothing less would be app:
The rasige of styles and techniques available o the Victorians led inevitably to a br

in the tacit consensus a8 o what a home s e.d cmtemporary of Valmont

Rive in Rozel Valley. Tantalisingly difficult to see, owing to its setting on the valley’s richly-wooded,
south-facing slopes, La Rive has beyond doy Onig and the smartest paint scheme i
the Parish: bose-coloured walls, ink-blac dwork (including the windows] and soft-green
shutters.

The divergence of style illustrated by the contrast between Valmont and La Rive is most
casily seen if you compare the prettily gothic €
one, not the Faldouet one] with the more classical La C , next door. Some houses have &
foot in both camps. Dera-Rose atop the Mont des Landes has shutters and sash windows sur
mounted by a jaunty little gable with decorative barge-boarding. Springside on La Grande Route
de Faldouet 35 all classical rigour outside, but bowsts no less than four massive pairs of gothic arch
doors within

With the arrival of the 20th ceatury, the uniformity which had begun to lase ground in the
Victorian period collspsed allogether ~ swept away by changing fashions and financial pragma
tism. Scores of new buildings sprang up of a diversity i arance that has changed the character
af the Parish for good- The generous and orate combort of the Edwardian gentleman's residence

¥ ire Hatelin La Vallée de Rozel. The reaction to this was the
yle of plain white walls, large windows and crisp, nautical dets
evident beneath the more recent alterations made to Moonrakers at Anne P

with earlier conventions led ultimately to the many bungalows and seaside bouses that follow
pasticular style or design except a desire nake the maost of = good view whilst combining




maintenance with ¢ rol. All too rarely a building emerges whose
simplicity and integrity of design have nothing to do with the churlish p 50 much pr
war building, Hidden away up a tributary of La e de Rozel, Moulin Blew, built in 1
a house. In its front garden stands & very pretty fish s cottage of ornate Flemish boad bri
with white spacers. Although 300 metres from the sea, it was thoughtfully located ne:
broek-side reed beds which provided the raw material for its owner's lobster pots

Inevitably the tide of fashion turned yet again, so that the larges new houses
the Parish since the Occupation aim to recapture the spirit of 4 more ax e
massive and austerely classical Longpré squeézed into the southern end of its plot on Le Mont de

Ansse Post Farm, on the ocher hand, is all but hidden from the wsers-by. It

is faced in granite and yet built to a des) b s time, wonld i n finished
in stucco. But the greatest paradox of all mu Fliquet Castle, wedged into the last bend before
the seu of La Rue de la Perruque. This has been many years in the making and not so much bu:
as assembled. The owner began his work decades ago and anticipated by many year cusrent
26 for architectural salvage. The result s & triumphant folly far too romantic to be identified by
ing so mundane us a postcode,

DATE STONES
One of the featres of Jersey's fine stock of 0ld houses is the carved gran-
ite-date stones which contribute to their very individual and charismatic
style. The eadiest inscribed upon a building in St Martn are those at
Mont Orgueil Castle - recording the years 1547, 1551 and 1593; but on
private house: v came later — starting at the nning of the
century

stonies have frequently been taken s the date wh
house was built, but to assume t # mistake. Joan S

ke Old Jersey Honses, warned:

. One can quote &
ww lintel on which the date 1831 has been Incssed,
added to a luter
distrust date stones without supporting ev

A good example of how date stones should ne L
building at La Chasse crossroads in $t Martin. 1t has the date 1626 carved above the ¢
in fact built in around 1900 by the eccentric C le Messervy who, it is claimed in Balleine's
book, The Bailuwick of Jersey, spent lar ms of money on creating bogus antiquities.

The local custom of a marr one placed above the front door can also be misleadis
These stones usually depict two inter-twiried hearts, with the husband’s initials on the left and the
bride’s on the right. But the date need have no bearing on the date of the construction of the
house: it may record the date of an sion, or the date in which the newly-married couple
moved into an existing house. Joan Stevens pointed out that the practice of carving interlocking
hearts on marriage stones was not a very old Jersey custom ‘... actually i only started in the
tniddle of the 18th century, and js not found on the early stones, and in no case on & round arch’,

An illustzstion of the risks of relying upon mariage stones for nccuracy 7 at Cloverly at
Faldouet. The dase stone in the main house reads DLSL - ESBN. 1895, In fact, David Le

ellour and Sophse Binet, who lived there, were married an G June 1888 and the date recorded
is probably that when the house was completed. At the end of the 20th century, Cloverly is
oceupied by Peter David Le Seelleur and Lynne Le Seelle date stone has been placed above
the front door reading PD.LS. 1997 LIS, This martiage stone do it incorporate a mividen
name, which, in Mrs. Le Seelleur’s case was Hayden. At La Préférence ottage, the date stor
reads [CRB 1688: Jean Collas marvied Rachel Baudayne in 10

The earliest recorded date stone in a private house in the Parish is at Le Tailliz, with the initial
CB (Collas Baudains) and the daty 1588, Another ey one is at Bandinel, This is featured in Joan
Stevens' much-respected book, and is inseribed with the date 1619 and the initials ILM and  small
heurt. These are the initials of Jean Le Manquais, who married Anne La C




Dates are inscribed either in incised or embossed numerals. Sometimes both method
used on one stone. The choice was probably governed by cost as the embossed type ild be
more time-consuming and therefore more expensive to produce.

The custom of carving names, dates and heraldic symbols was not confined to conventional
buildings: the Island has a line stock of roadside uments which often carry dates and names

or initials of those responsible for creating them. Photographs of a representative selection of

these engraved plaques, lavoirs, parish boundary stones and many others
Roger Long in 1997 for a mobile di sponsored by Planning
Historic Buildings Section. Several of the subjects I n in St Martin, for exam
ple, the fine road sign at the foot of Le Mo Landes, and the interesting douet  laver in La
Rue des Vaux de I'Egl

The practice of erecting date stones in new buildings is undergoing something of a renais
sance, both in private houses and public schemes. A recent example, recording the names of all
wha were involved with the St Martin's Village developmy s the handsome stone place
entrance to the new estate.




The Great War 1914-1918

The Great War of 1914-1918 sl 3 th its ferocity and its app.
killing, As Wilire Z 3 roke now th nter of the world with
darkness close d horror wi As in most
parts of the Bril roung men thought war @ usade
quick to offer to S ce is remembered each year i a touching service at th
Wir Memuorial. ‘At the going down of the sun and in the moming, we will
Britain declared war on Gesmany on 4 Angust 1914, and ordered th
professional army, whi Vi tnumbered by the German
2 young men from the lslang , of whom 862 lost their live
The part played by the Parish of St Martin should never be forgotten. A significant g
ration was wiped out, and for those who did survive, life had changed with an evil venge
ance. The experience of trench warfare w that was impossible to t. The Par
Memorial lists 50 of its sons who perished, but the list is incomplete, and there are others who
were alio closely associated with the Parish who died he dreadful battles of the Great War. For 3. Th posee o
example, many of the boys living at the Boys” Home ~ now Haut de la Garenne - went to fight 34 iy &
The names of those who died are listed on the northern f St Martin's Church, but
are not listed on the War Memorial, even though they had been living in the P
memorial has been removed to Highlands, but there are now return it to its rightful place
at Faldouet. Three of the boys were killed on the same day, serving on HMS Black Prince, an
armoured cruiser of 13,550 wans, which sank wt the Battle of Jotland on 31 May 1916,
Thirteen othes men have alsa been omitted from the Parish Roll of Honour. The full st of
those who were either killed in action, or who later died of wounds, and who had a nine
connection with the Parish of St Martin is shown below. The Parish War Memorial does show the
names of French sationaly who died in the War who had been residing in the Parish, They were
not slow in returning to defend their country against the Germasn attacks, Indeed one of them,
Paul Gibout, may well have been the first representative of the Parish to lay down his life. He was
killed on 19 October 1914,
It was not until nearly two years afier the end of the war, in August 1920, that a Parish
meeting was held to consider building  permanent memorial. A large and influential committes
was set up 1o organise it: Connétable John Pallot (president), the Reverend R. Le Sueur, Mr. J.S.
Le Gresley, Mr. P'J L, Jurat RR. Lempriére, Colonel W Stocke:
Mr. PN, Richardson, Me. C.W. Binet, Mr. J.E. Le Huquet, Mr. P! I
Charles de Gruchy, Professor of Architecture at the Royal Academy of Arts ed to advi
the scheme. Another large group of collectors was appointed to canvass for voluntary contribuy

I s Ao

tions from parishioners to fund the building work,

o the Glory ol
Femery of the
1014

tifp that: 3, T. Qmp

1st. Bn. Roval Bampshire Begumen!

avolled o5 & Jietaber of fhis’ A

alin

o, (Gunadd Awry Colle

oo sy 0 oaed Mnase: (foke
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The Parish War Memorial was offi February 19!
service involving the B and the Li 2 X ivemen, endens combattants of
the French amm e requested to meet and process to the ne
ment, led by the St Martin's Brasy Band. The War Memorial had been built into the «
churchyard at a point where it closed the end of the vista from the mitin approach rc
Helicr. To accommodate it, & small gateway and the fronc des paurres were removed. It was built
entirely from local granite, designed as a simple cross bearing upon its face a crusader’s sword in
bronze, and rising above the top of the wall from a pedestal in the centre of a curved hemicycle
The dedicatory Inscription reads: A SES ENFARTS MOKES POUR LA PATRIT, LA PAR £ SAINT Man
NN RECONNAISSANTE. Below, the names of the fallen are recorded in parallel columns, 1t is simple,
un-fussy and dignified. Indeed, the official Order of Service for the dedication explaine
simple and severe treatment has been adopted as being more in accord with the purpose of the
memorial and with the nature of the material used, and also more in harmony with the simple
surroundings than any elaboration of detail”

After the end of the war, and before the memorial was finished, the Parish organised a great
celebration of peace, It had been a war which had lasted longer than almost everyone had be-
lieved possible, It was supposed (0 have been the war to end all wars. How quickly the workd's
hopes were dashed. But the immediate aftermath brought joy and reliel because the killing had at
last come o an end. St Martin’s Peace Celebrations were held at Rosel Manor on 31 July 1919
Fhe programme described it as a children's féte and sports, The children of the Parish, with ay
many shioners as g ed to meet at the Public Hall at | p.m. to form a proces.
sion under the leadership of the chief marhal, Major C.E, Lloyd, to march to Rosel N with
the band and banners

Three huge commits vere set up
was the patron st oa the geners

St Wartin's Pavish,
e JERSEY

g oo :
LACe k\"\'l‘hl‘ wona
BULY. 1515,

Children's Fete & Sports

Rosel Manor Park.

had had upon the Paris
Tea served from
pam. the peoc formed to ma
south fagade of the Manor, whe
commemorat vere |
Madame de Rose
and the By
und gave three ch
colours of the allies were saluted and the pro-
cesston, led by the band, finally dispersed after
marching back along the drive to the Manor
s Truly a day for the Parish to 1




Amy, Philip Thomas
Aubin, John Richard
Bastard, Alfrec
Baudaing, Fred A
Bihet, Jean Austin

Ching, Willred Arthur
Courtman, W

1914-1D18
N ses enfants marts pour s Patric
La Pascisse de St Mantin Re connaissante

The Parish War Memorial

Private, Canadian Forcee

10, 41017
4101017

De La Haye, Josué Blampie o 6. 8.14915

Falle, John Cantell
L Amund
Gallichan, Fliss
Gaslonde, Pierre
Gautier, Lot
Godfray, Edwin de Vismes

4.10,1917
Canadian Farces

onal re t in St Martin
French nationud restdent (n St Martn

tional resident in St Mar

Holland, Edward William Herbert Mate, Royal Navy

Holland, Harold Edward

Houel, Henti

Johnson, George Mitchell

La Cocq, George

Le Hoquet, fohn Stanley

Le Méhauté, Jean

Le Seelleur, Hedley
Arthar Jack

Mourant, Thomas

No#l, Philip John
Perchard, Edwin William
Perchard, Sydaey John
Renouf, Staniey |
Renouf, Wiliord Vautier
Richards, Albert
Richomme, Alfred George
Robert, Francis Philip
Robert, Fredenck (
Robert, Heary George
Robin, Charles Harold
Ruaux, Emest Will
Steat, rard Chandler

CQMS, Fast Surrey Regiment
French national resident in S Martin

Private, Duke of Comwall's Light Infantry 6111018
French national resident in St Martin 41916
Private, Medical Corpe, Canadian Forces 918

Private, London Scottish Regiment 20.10,1916

Canadian Forces 2101918
Private, Duke of Comwall's Light Infantry 30. 61018

Private, Hampshire Regiment 410097
Private, Duke of Cormwall's Light Infantry 6111917
Private, Austrafian Imperial Force 16, 11917
Private, Hampshire Regiment 14, 51917
Private, Dorset Regument 29, 9.1918
Private, Yorkshire & Lancashire Regiment

Captain, Yorkshire & Luncashire Regiment

Bombardser, Royal Artillery

Marmiw, Jrusy

Stevens, C Guaner, |
Tachon, Johr Sapper, Austt Imperial For
Tachon, Philip
Tired, Paul enck Al tesident in St Martin
Walden, Harold Engene Mc

ge Stanley
Whitley, Philip Hurokd

1919 Roll of Honour
{Additional to names appearing on the War Momorial)
Amy, I nthoirse < i
Bihet, James
De Quotteville, Allred P!
Gibaut, Fredenc
Le Quesne, G
Tawis, Arthur C . Drammes,
Mackay, Achur Jack anadian Furc
Mallert, Cliarl R Royal Irish Rifles
Martin, 1} i S
Quanx, Evnest V
Smith, George Harry
Vigot, Cyril Clifford

30. 9,1918
1.1916

ersey Home for Boys
{(Names appearing on memorial in Gorey Churc
Abbott, Herbent John P , Royal Armiy Meds
Barker, Heary John 5
Bechemin, E.
Brunker, William
Carrean, Jea
Collins, John Devan Regimen
De Ste Croix, Henry A Corporal, Hampshire Regiment
Dumont, Alphonse
Dumont, George HMS Burka
Drube, Otia 1t Peary hos, ? 11. 5.1416
Gold, Alfred Corporal, Royal Irish Rifes
Petty Offis HMS Hia 31, 41916

Hodge, Frederick Charles Lance Carporal, D
1o, Frederick Oy te, Middlesex Reg
Field Artillery

i, Royal Irish Rifles

Le Lievre, Clarence

Lillierap, John Georg i idlesex Regiment

Marle, Philip Jc Lance Corporal, Humpshire Reglment
Marshall, H

Michel, John Private, Devon Regiment




L L

Stevens, Neville Claude anes, Ro;
Tachon, Johr 8 Austral
Tachon, Philig
Tirel, Paul g a v St Martin
Walden, Harold Fx t
Whitley, George Stanley ? s : Arthur Aléred .
Whitley, Philip Hurok viva e e JL10.1918 Peser HMS Rlack P
Wooston, Alb Corporal, Royal 1 Ridl
1919 Roll of Honour Wooston, Willium Private, Doeset B
{Additional (o names appearing on the War Memorial)
Amy, Raline Anthoine ' ar
Bihet, James
De Quotteville, Alfred I
Gibaut, Fre A sdian For
Le Quesne, Grorge Heve ate, Re o Artillery
Tewis, Arthur Charles Drammes
Mackay, Acthur Jack Canadian Forces
Mallett, Charles Edwin Rulph ¢ yal Irish Rifles
Martin, 1 ward Franklin S * 4 Fi 30. 51918
Quanx, Ecaest William 3 1.1916
Smith, George Harry Pri 81914
Vigot, Cyril Clifford 111915

5. 6,918

Jersey Home for Boys
{Names appearing on memorial in G
Me

Abbott, Hesl Privi Army
Barker, Henry | y an, HM Suby
Bechemin, E { seawadl's 1
Brunker, William

Carrean, Jeur

h
De Ste Croix, Heary A
Dumont, Alphonse
Dumont, Gearge HMS Huria
Drube, Otic 13t Petcy OF5
Gold, Alfred i .
Petty Officer, HMS Black Prince
Private, Middlesex Regiment
Regiment
e, Middlesex Regiment
al Field Artillery
al Irsh Rifles
Lillierap, John Gec
Manle, Philip Jo
Marshall, H
Michel, John Private, Devon Regiment

copyright F




Microcosm No More - the forces for change

ST MARTIN AND THE MOTOR CAR

In St Mastin, i in the rest of western Eurape, the turn of the century 0 t and wind
power giving heat and hydrocarhe

et diys’ A pory and o ¢ L Gooads Reote & Sasl ok Le Sov

[here will always be many arguments as (o which concept has had the most effect on human
life ins the 20th century, but it would be a stern and pernickety historian who would deny that
‘internal combustion' was, fiterally, the engine of the developments that made the century now

nding the most dynamic in the history of the world

As the 10th century tuned into the 20th, 8¢ Martinaly would not have se

wrved by their ancestors, ane hundred years bef;
come to Gorey; steam-driven tank engines reversing out of town at the head of rak
carriages that promised, al the St Helies tetminal at Snow Hill, to
s (held on what is now the Royal Jersey golf links), to Par

even steam-driven vessels sitting on the mud of Gorey harbour waiting §

provide the second phase in that journey from St Heli

inland, road vehicles and o
The first motor car powered by a fuming intermal combustion engine to tum a t

b still relied almo

sey’s ronds did so in 1899. It is reported to have been a Benz imported by a solicitor w
St John; very soon others followed. Of what makes these v
mator carringes of those days v
shipbuilders. Petvol (where it was available) was sold aver the
motor cars cortainly did was raise a Jot of dust, since metalled roads were unkn
tury tureed, the number of motor vehicles could still be counted in dozens, rather than hundreds,
but by the ontbreak of global war in 1914, there were some five hundred motor vehicle
Jersey's roads and the car was already starting to exert the fascinati
As a peimarily agrasian community with few main highway
more genteelly to St Martin than (o the more populons communities tha
theless it came. Parishioners could hardly have welcomed i device that so clearly would fr
horses, cause cautle to miscarry and generally disturb the peaceful countryside. That the motor
vehicle could one day replace the horse as the driving engine of the farming community would
have caused many a sardonic chuckle in the public bar of the Royel Hotel.
Drink-driving (and licensing) laws were unkaown at the turn of the century and a motor

who might have indulged in a pot of porter te y was just @ er hazard along the St

1 with runaway horses and straying cows, Furthermore, since & terrifying din

e merry motorist gave ample waming of his approach.
y Motor tion was founded along similar lines to Auomobile Asso

ciation (A } had been founded in Britain three years before, The JMA pubiished its own
highway code including such helpful suggestions as keeping to the left and overtaking on the right!




A prominent St Martinais, HM Viscount R.R. Lempri Seigneur of Rosel, was fir
1912 for leaving his car unattended for the better part of a day in the now defunct Royal
Road. He main! at the ros d refused to pay 1
Helier, Mr. J.E. Pinel, agreed to reduce his fine to a third, the princely sum of five shillings; under
the Loi d' Encombrement des Routes, the road actua g owned by the States (hence not private]
and under the terms of the Lot it was forbidden for 4 . w 'a charette which he dri
stand in the strects of St Helier' The Seignear further argued that his car w
that was a two-wheeled horse-drawn vehiclel The Connétable re d that &
cemed the term ‘charette’ applied to any vehicle. The Viscount, having - typically fc
pais - pat up a good fight against parti th his money, d five shilling:
Like the aeroplane, the motor icle came of age dunng the Firs
y visible in St Martin, the few Germans who were incarcerated in Jersey
wire erected on Les Blanches Banques on the other side of the Island and, while the vecasional
n was noted, its presence high in the skies owed much more to its being blown mightily off
course than any evil intent lowards the Istanders
Afier the war, the popularity of the car increased dramatically oday, prices of both
and petrol were cheaper thn in the United Kingdom, und by the anset of the Secand World War
there were 11,000 motor vehicles in the Island. Despite this upsurge in popularity Martin
managed to keep motoring with just one petrol forecourt, at St Martin's Garage in La nde
Route de Faldowet, as indeed it doss 10 this very da;
) appeared in 1910 and phed between St Helier and St Aubin. The
Jersey Motor Transport Company began opecations in 1923 and within six years had seen off the
Zastern Railway, severing the Parsh's iron roed link with the Islanc
dam, the Parish’ WeTe sur
the labour actually b

ficrocas No Mous ONCES FON

With the widespread wse of the car came also the Jorry and the farm tractor. However
s tended to accept commercial vehicles rather more slowly than they did th
car dnd, right up until the Second World War, the horse was still widely used for ploughing and
taking the produce to St Helier. That the horse needed little guidance in front of the gh and
knew the way home from the Trminus Hotel st the Weighbridge might have had something to do
with it!
urse, were turned upside down when, on 1 July 1940, German forces landed in
the Channel Islands; the enemy was not only at the door, he had opened it and come inside.
Within months of the Occ transport was large pended and private cars had
either been commandeered or were laid up for lack of spares and, very soon, lack of petrol. The
Germans, indefatigable builders, ‘recreated’ the Jersey Eastern Railway with @ 60cm narrow gauge
line that followed most of the original JER route sorey, although they actually extended the
track along the bulwarks to the top of the pier. Branch lines near the Parish boundary darted off
10 Les Maltiéres quarry and on ko the Royal Jersey's hallowed golf links from where the Organi
sation Tadt extracted most of th y used in the concrete to build their buni around
the Island,

Although there were relatively few vehicles on the roads, driving immediately became haz
ardous as the Germans soon Ingsted on everyone driving en the right, introduced their own
road signs, and were themselves, by all accounts, not the best of drive:

Compared with some of the parishes St Martin was relatively lightly fortified and, for once,
the occupying forces, not noted elsewhere for their sensitivity towards ancient monuments, treated
the venerable pile of Mont Orgueil with a modicum of consideration, creating only two observa-
tion towers at its summit which, today, are as familiar as old friends, And, of course, they hap

d to leave behind the powesful searchlights that first enabled the castle to be floodlit.

The Occupation also witnessed the unwelcome introduction of armoured vehicles numbling
around the Island’s roads, although most were little Renault tanks dating back to the early 1930s
and looked rather more fearsome than th ally were. Howeves, they did batter the road
surfaces and hedgerows and generally leave a trail of debris in their wake,

Jersey's love affuir with the motor car really began immediately after the Liberatio

the manufacturers were able to gear themselves up for peaceful production. In 1946 7,682 cars,
trucks and motorcycles were taxed in the Island. Just two years later this number had grown to
12202, including 75 buses, 100 couches and 101 tractors! This number bad doubled by 1961,
doubled again by 1971 and doubled again by 1998. Today, if you count all motor vehicles includ
ing fork Lifts and other such oddities, they actually outaumber the population by several hundred!

There was no formal speed limit in Jersey until the carly 1960s when the now ubiquitous 40
m.p.h was introduced. Today speed limits of 40, 30, 20 and 15 m.p.h. abound, depending on
‘how green is your roadway’. St Martin has its file share of Green Lanes where the pedestrian and
the cyclist have the right of way

Driving tests were introduced in the mid-"30s; until then licences were granted oo applica
tion although some parishes insisted on the applicant driving & parish offictal *wround the block’
to prove that he or she at least knew where the seering wheel and b were!




The first road traffic
gated in 1935, This has s
from how big the d o p ust be 1o how and
ile 'phone, Incidentally the law wh
ruction and Lise Order, and whic as stitl in being in 1999
» of flushing toil s vision!
With of ; wbly attrac
visitor traffic, pasticul; e With, at peak
season, up Lo 4,000 hire ca L ild be forgiven for ing the motor
vehiclo with awe and even trepidation. The 1 ferent. St Martin <
motor ¢ well ven featured on rative Jer

the motar car {remembering 12 parishes to choc

leased in 1902, The 28p stamy Chienard et Wi sear St Catly the
33p stamp a 1932 Packard 900 Fight on the Parish's notth-east
Like itor los
be a feature of the ¢ time to come.
Whether today's internal combustion engin
which relies on a diminishing resource, will
ousted by the
It appears that the number of electrically dri
hicles in_Jersey at the millennitm will in real
ity be few m than at the time of writing, El
tric power will probably be confin milk
floats and a very few experimental veh
since the cost of batteries is unlikely to have
come down sufficieatly for the electr
a viable altemative. The perceived wisdom is
thut it could well be at least one hundred years
belore batte B e advanc af
ficiendy for the cost and efficiency of the electric fuel cell to appee of the iternal combuy
tion ne. Indeed, the State of California, which had once decreed *zero emissions by the year
2000°, with the implication that only electric vehicles would be permitted in the state from the
millennium oawards, have modified that dictum to 10 per cent of the vehicles in the state be
electrically driven by the yeas 2010,
There is 2 gic 2 of thought that the future lies not with electric power - which bad
already been abandaned in the easly 19005 when an electric propelled vehicle actually held the
d Record - but with the refinement of the internal combustion engine to burn
sus (rather than other petroleum derivatives like petrol and diesel oif) or wood:
aleohol. This would then be used to drive & dyna which in tuen would drive an electric motor
10 be used in urban conditions, where speed and range are not m quirements, but reverting
to direct drive from the internal combustion unit on the ‘open road




The advantages of this hybrid system are that it does not rely on battery te
e prospect of low emissions (negligible in towns) and relativ ;
maintaining the range and performance that the modern motarist demands, even if he,
Jersey, never gets it. Perhapy the greatest advanty, E at the concept is being
ped by the multina ompanies who will, whatever we might like
stermine, even in St Mattin, what the future holds for the motor car
Anyune interested in th sey is recommended 1o read The M.
Jersey by David Scott Warren [Ses e which chronicles not only the growth i
ity of the car, but deserik wark of the Motor Traffic Office a e local motor trade in
considerable detail. However, it does not often mention St Martin!

THE BUS FAMILY SLADE

The histary of the Slade family ween the mid-19th and mid-20th centuries epitomises the kind
of industry which has given St Martin its spe aracter: that special mix of vigorous enterprise
and staunch individualisn which has 1 such a feature of this Parish over hundreds of year

‘Three places were special to the Slades: El Hassa, the family home, snd the two Methodist
chapels in the patish, St Martin’s Wesleyan and the small chapel on Les Landes Hill, now a
private honse. Against this ground of ardent Methodism lies the intéresting story of a very
special scarifier, and a successful fleet of buses.

Edward Slade was bom in Somesset in 1834 and in 1860 married a young St Martin girl
named Mary Ann Richardson, whose family bad moved w Southampton in the 1850s. Edward

81 Edvond Sisde ond i
patentad roavgfier whack A
irggeed axd built w B Huma,
(Casrsary of Japs Jubssisns)

and his new wife maintain
came to St Martin as a young bo
family, who worked as blacksmniths ut 1

Clearly young Edward was a man of rprise and independe
house now known as El Hassa sued his trade as a blacksmith in th
house. In 1889, he married a St Mastin girl ) i th 2
blacksmith were soan to develop beyond that of routine trade into the world of engineering and
invention, and in the early years of the new century he produced a scarifier patented to his own
design,

Before we can pursue the history of the sc we must turn to what must have been the
real centre of the young couple’s life, wh heir involvernent with the religious and social
life of the Methodist community in 8t Martin

By the latter half of the 19th century, much of the hostility which had surrounded noncon
formism in its early years had disappeared and many of our finest Methodist chapels were built at
this time, St Miurtin's Wesleyan in 1850 and the first Les Landes Chapel in 1883, When the new
chapel was opened in 1908 it soon became u much-loved centre for the religlous and social life of
many Parish Methodists, A charming letter to the JE/ written in 1980 by Linda L. No#l, a Siade
cousin, reveals the pleasure gained from being & part of this evideatly close-knit religious

nmunity.

My mother, a true Christian, attended this place of worship for practically her whole |
at one time o cedlef organist and also & tstee. She sen 1 to Sunday school regs

{n the afkemoons for 2 b aned this was fullowed by a service in the chapel at
‘clock Gl 4. We also went o service with her in the evenings and we enj all as we

did not go far in those day
oing |0 the practices for the anmiversary services which were so well
tended! For & time, Philip Le Gresley was the organist and after day-school we would
St Agatha, whore he lived with his parents, and kind-hearted Mrs. Le Gresley
ely tes befare we practised our ¢

to help in

practising the hymns with o will

For Edward Slade senior, however, and for many others of the Me community,
evident warmth and comradeship was not without an underlying sense of inju: al the fuct that




d in part for the direct upkoep of the Established Chorch. A

d a principh was their response, In 1907, with the full
ssupport of the Reverend G.T. Allpress, Edward Slade decided to withhold payment of his parish
rates.

As might have been es n proved unsuccessful, and in M
was ordered by the Pedty ates plus cost
might have ended had it not been for a m ount of the aftermath, recorded with an
appropriate touch

As Edward
Constable, Mr. C, P
goods to the amount of the parish rate. A number of articles had been placed under arrest, among
them & pony, & small pony chaise and, of course, Edward Slade's newly patented scarifier

In the event, the auction appewrs to have become little more that a formality; one of Ed
ward's Methodist colleagues, Mr. |. Renouf, made a bid corresponding exactly to the amount due
for rates and costs. The auctioneer imn » cdosed the bidding on that amount being reached

Whether Mr, Renouf returned the scarifier to Edward Slade is not recorded, but they were
cleady in sympathy. Mr. Renouf, had made his position on the matter clear to all: ‘When [ go
eyeling on a Sunday, I do not expect the church folk to pay for the repairs to my tyres and
consequently [ do not think that I ought ta be called upon to pay for the expense of their services
Edward Slade and his friends had made their point and, in the words of the Ennfrg Prst chroni-
cler: “The proceedings, which had lasted but a few minutes, terminated at 11,15, and the forge at
El Hassa quickly resumed its normal appearance.’

In 1890, Edward's son — another Edward = had been bom, and it was natural with a family
background of innovation and engineering skills that the younger Edward should engage himself
in the rapidly developing woxld of motor transport. It s for the formation of his bus compar
Edward Slade junior will be remembered.

His first move was to tum the blacksmith’s forge at El H:

& ModelT Ford chassis on which were construct ) apen 1t

I curtaine. Other vehicles soon followed, including Morris

Commercials, and, by the end of 1934, two massive Deanis Lancet 36-seaters and a number of
newer Morris Commercials

eration in 1923, was from St Helier (Minden Place] to Greencliffe

t Martin's Church. By 1934 Edward Slade was operating threée routes: 1o Faldouet via La

gue Bie, to Archirondel via St Martin's Church and to Rozel vin Greencliffe. In addition, a
crass-country service operated during the summer months from Gorey Village to Plémont via the
north coast, these coaches belng named Wavesley Tours.

The family’s Methodist principles ha > en; intending passengers were able to
take courage from a notice wh s timetable re g ‘All our drivers
are total abstainers.”

The splendid 1937 photograph shows the Slade Bus Depot decorated for the coronation,
with five buses proudly on display. This depot, which can stll b § road, was
built on the feld immediately-opposite EI Hasss, the same field in which Edward's father had
shown off his patented scarifier.

The German Oceupation brought aboul some minor changes, with the rule of the road
altered from left to right and passengers picked up and set down in the middle of the road, but
otherwise Edw

French system using charcoal for fuel, The effectiveness of the 8 verely tested;
parishioners have fond memories of getting off the bus to ensure f of $t Saviour's
Hill, and on one occasion a Shade Dennis Lancet hit the hes
same hill on Route 3
With the end of the Occupation came the end of the Slade
story, In 1946 it was announced that Slade's Blue and White Bus Servic
the Jersey Motor Transport Company, an event which took place an | May 1946

forgotten, Slade’ Hvidualistic bus services are still remembered with affection by the older

members of St Martin's Parish




TOURISM AND ST MARTIN

St Martin still boasts an unnivalled cowtline, an extensive k of een lanes
whole'of the vingtaine of Quéruée being fo designated) an ey, the Tslanc

tourist image, The Parish has remained largely un: Jopment of tourism in the
19th and 20th centuries, and this must be a matter of pride to all St Mastinais

In part, it has been the result of comparative isolation, & quiet seclusion even more apparent
o 19th-century tourists who were inclined to describe the north-east coast of St Mar
almost Wordsworthiis raplur e such, a gentleman with the sup
has left uswith & vivid picture of the Parish as it must have appeared to g

By then, steamships had revolutionised s nd from the Island and it is from this
period that the importance of ] sed, Steam packets carrying mail
travelled from Southampton to Jessey and Guemnsey every Mond Vednesday and Friday; there
was & weekly steamer from Plymouth and, in 1856, the first of the steam packets from Weymouth

Having arvived by steamer from Plymouth and settled into his 8¢ Helier lodging, Rooke and
his companion set about exploring the Island, making their way on foot along the coast to Gorey

irst impressions were not favourable; the ‘tidy looking inn: the harbour did not match up
to theit expectations, offering them ‘the most indigestible and scanty fare’; howeves, the Castle
delighted Rooke, and he notes an early tourist concession at the castle gate: *Here you may
purchase hooks of ses-wéed and other little things made by the hands of charity and sold for the
support of schools,'

It wats the coast to the north of the eastle which was to provide Rooke and his compani
with their greutest pleasure: ‘Few people coming to the Istand see this part, there being no car
riage road; and generally our modern Lourists seem anly to asrive, glance at and depart’

The fittle road which ran north from the castle past Petit Portelet eventually brought Rooke
1o Geoffrey's Leap and Anne Port and a view which remains virtual unch

mbination of natuy,

No MoRe - 'THE ¥

covered with

art Bay, where it petered out to litthe more
than a footpath leading up to La Créte Point, and it was with culty that he and his companion
made their way through the orch e La Créte down to the new road

above Archirondel which had been constructed as an approach to the breakwater

After & brtef rest the ly Lany N

north-eastern promontory of the island, called La Coupe. “To the Joft hand, M
vous trouverez bes ruines that the Druides o @ coantr
called La Couperon, o few 3
friend, made ruins by the Druids

man informs us. And on & cliff
find some stones that were, o

Eventually, after serambling through a tangled mass of shrubs, they reached Rozel, ‘nestling
with its preity bay beneath its fort; some hali-dozen boats are lying there at anchar, the very
picture of repase. Here ends our walk; for the carriage road is gained {La Grande Route de Rozel)
and your vehicle can meet you '

Rooke's account is typical of many tourist guides produced around this time written by
English tourists for English readers; all stress the quiet and charm of the Parish, even if facilities for
travellers were occasionally less than civilised. A deseription of the horse-drawn omni
which enabled visitors to tour the country parishes on ‘the gre
Guride for 1868 and reminds us that unruly behaviour is not the
“The conductor of the vehicle was the chief instigator of mischicf h occasion, by e
ing the disorderly among the passengery o pelt each other with stolen fruit, to tear down the
brassches of the trees, and insult the peaceable owners and other inhabitants '

«No doubt the lanes of St Mastin offered excellent opportunit
ant visitors.

§ service
¢ round’ is provided in Stenford's
preserve of the 20th centur

s for some of its more exuber

St Martin's most celebrated visitor was the novelist George Eliot. An exte

€
jor visit in May 1857

{with her companion, George Lewes) can be found in the Société




&6 Frowoh fourksss we Mot
Ongard!, t5 Mo, 1090,

Annual Bullettn for 1978, and it include id description of Gorey Harbour where they stayed
with the Amy family of Rose Cottage

It was 2 beautifal moment when we ¢ ur bodgings

in blossom ~ and this is an Iilaad of orchards. They cover the slope
you in shady, grassy, indefinite o gh every ther gate
flourish in some spots almost cdose to the sea

Like Rooke, George Eliot and her companion were captivated by the ‘exquisite’ cc
scenery north of the ¢ CAs . g through & St Martin cottage garde
agreeably surprised by a woman offering them a bunch of lilac and she then ‘bro
telescape for us tn see the coast of France, and was extremely obliging, smi
one of our hospitable St Mastinais ancestors so impreased the great novelist we shall never know.

By the end of the 19th century. St Martin could boast a surprisingly wide range of hotels and
inns, sufficient o satisfy the increasing numbers of Wurists arriving, not just from Southampton
and Weymouth, but also from France. The Catentin, stcaming s arteret,
featured in a superd illustration in the Rlustraied London Neits of 1894, The Taverriers' Regis
Licences for 1883 lists 13 liceased premises n St Marfin, including al Hotel and the Re
Bay Hotel, which are still with us, and & number of others, such us the £

British Hotel, was also licer 81, a5 w 0 ided in
1887

During the iter-war years, with the beaches and sea bathing promoted as tho i's prin
cipal toori; ctions, the familyr oom became an important par




v Hoael Bay Chrtery of Seesdtt feristie ¥

and St Martin pro- some of the best. Arc v of, was
Perrier's Tea Rooms, run by Mi X 17, while further the Rob

beach, now called Seacroft, and another furthes towards Le Créte, run by Mr. Perchard

‘ew of these pre-war establishments exist today, but one, Jeffrey’s Loap Café, has survived
not just the war but also the prospect of total collapse into the Archirondel miay have lc
Perrier's but has more than made up for the loss with the excellent Daftwood Café, while the pre
war tea rooms at St Catherine’s Breakwater, nun by Mrs. Amy and Mrs. Marett, have been super-
seded by the present very popular café. What every ane of these establishments provided wi
service and courtesy and each in its y has added to the tourist appeal of the Parish

Only four licensed premises, The Castle Green, The Roywl, Les Arches and the Welcome fnn,
remained open during the Occupation.

The post-war period has seen dramatio changes in the Island's chasacter and topography,
some of the worst being the over-development of headlands and bays. St Martin has avoided this
wend and has built on its strengths rather than phund e, the ereation of Chitenw Lo Chaire
Hotel is one example.

The al La Chaire property was built in the early 19th century by the celebrated bota-
nist Samuel Curtis, who established the beautiful 10-2 grounds and gardens which surround
the present hotel, Curtis died in 1860, and he and his danghter Harriet are be
Martin's churchyard. Towards the end of the 19th century, the pro; was acquired b
Fletcher, who pulled down Curtis’s house and built the preseat one in its place, a
with marble floors and its own private ballroom

4 Chaire was bought by Mr. A.V. Nicolle who restored the garden: their full
adour, but for the period of the German Occupation it remained empty with only one gar
dencr in charge. It was i the years immediately wing the war that Major and Mrs. Henry
Wigram changed ity use to that of an hotel and, apart from a brief period as
2 a fine establishment
the Parish h en Ler Arches 1,
was first licensed i 1927, but it is the present
of Renzo Martin, has provided the Parish not just with an excell urdet facility but al
local groups, an attractive communi D done much to ensure the unity of

It would have been easy in the fi agh carcless
over-development, much of the unspoilt charm wh .d in 1836. It has
not and some of the credit for this must go to the Pari
important tourist developments of recent years, the Parish's
to the appeal of a holiday in

Beuvelande Campsite, established ir
from its initial 300 visitors to over 2,5
winning Bri 2 n ar
Heather Germain, was opene; 7 « sped out of & lang-established practice of
oceasionally allowing visitors the farm's fields as a site to pitch tents. Both of t
successful enterprises have made creative use of the Parish's natural amenities rather than shusing

them




The German Occupation 1940-1945

The purp, f this chaper is to dese
P Martin, Ho as the n
may not know the det

THE ISLAND'S STORY

The events of the spring and early summmer of 1940, whes
west Europe, by-passing the much vaunted Maginot Line,

years immediately preceding the outbreak of war, ml.um. many thought that Aumlhu war with
L-ernmny was inevitable. Nor, it appears, < g ly foreseen much closer to the
months in which they occurred. Tucked away saf 2 the Maginot Line, Jer
sey, too insignificant to be bombed, w - ‘the s eth’, and as late as Marcl
1940 Jeesey was advertised in the i s as ‘the ideal resort for wartime hol
summer’,

That was written during the period of the so-called ‘phoney waa® which ended abruptly with
the invasion of Belgnum, the subsequent e atio British Expeditionary ce fram Dus
kirk, and the fall of France. Jetsey no longer possessed the strategic importance it had enjoyed in
the 18th and 19th centuries when the traditional enemy had been France. Indeed Jersey had been
the object of attempted French invasions over several centuries,

had long been recognised that Mont Orgueil and Elizabeth Castle, impregnable though
they might have been to the weaponry of those times, could not defend the whole of the
coastline and General Henry Seymour Conway, who was ap 3 :
and who had studied the art of fortification, began the project of building Jersey’s coastal towers
Later, in the 1840s, the construction of St Catherine’s harbour commenced, ostensibly as a ‘har
bour of refuge* for merchant shipping. butin reality . e close to France for the British
Navy. The works were never completed and onl c he second breakwater fron
Archirondel exists in a mdimentary stat

Those 19th-century works has , be sive fications and
the decision not to attempt to defend the Channel Islands the fall of France must have be
the correct one. However, Jersey stll had & minor role to play before the sl
dered and formal demilitarisation took place, After the Dunk k evacuation,
had been sent to France to try to stem the L,r-n i .ul\.\n- but

wartery of the Rickarstien

Alexander Coutanche [later knighted and subsequently created Jersey's firs
Commodore of the St Helier Yacht Clut as many yachts as possible

@ troops from St Malo. In total
fervying British troops to Jer 4 achits returned safely. The decision to dem
Istand had effectively been taken in Lond 16 June. On 18 i Jurat Dorey
also representing the Bailiwick of Guernsey) met Home Office officials in London, The formal
decision not (o defend the islands was taken by the War Cabinet on 19 June and on that day the
Bailiff inserted u notice in the Zvening Fost announcing this decision. The Home §
that the civilian populations should be permitied to leave if they wished to ri.) 30 and ¢

> States of Jersey o

said that ‘English people might wish to leave bul he could not understand why those of old
Norman stock who should be rooted to the soil were so anxious to get out”

The Bailif, the Crown Officers and the Jurats said ould semain in their posts and
the Bailiff addressed o large gathering in the Royal Square, saying that the duty of the people was
to stay calm. That correct advice was easier to give than to follow; Islanders were given very little
time in which to make the heart-rending decision to leave or W remain and face an uskoown
future. The evacuation of those who wished to leave procesded over the next few days, but most
people decided to remain. Cruickshank attributes this to the strength of will of the Bailiff. ‘Coutanche
firmly grasped the nettle and was never in any doubt as o the proper course. After the initial
panic he succeeded in imposing his will on the people. He thonght that most should remain, and

little doubt that if he had come to the conclusion tat u]l dmu'd
great majority would have lefl" Leslie Sinel's Oarupation Diary rec
being shipped again, but we view the future with anxiety'. That anxiety w
The Germans had realised before their invasion of Poland

made the passage to St Malo and spent three

occupy the Channel Islands as part of their general strategy, and tho need tc
apparent as their forces moved through France. In June 1940 there uncertainty as to whether
the islands were to be defended, s the demilitarisation deci not then ) the
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Minzuwelsen, S
reichend durch Stachildrabt abjsgrinst und durch
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NOTICE

A regreitable accidunt resdert It necessary 1s poimt
oul that mare astention must be poid to the min
areas which are sufficlently marked by barbed wire
and vgnbesn

enémy. Actial reconnaissance showed that in the harbour wreas of Jersey and Gue
were long columns of lorries which the Germans thought showed the presence of troops w
strengthen the islands” defences. In fact, the lorries were carrying potatoes in Jersey and tomato
in Guernsey, A bombing raid on Jersey and Guernsey was made on 28 June to ascertain wh
the strength of retalistion indicated that the islands were, ar were not, o be defended. In Jerse
11 people were killed in this raid, nine were injured and damag g
the harbour, The uncertiinty was not wholly resolved, but on 1 July a Luftwaffe pilot carrying out
a routine reconnaissance landed at Guernsey airpost. His report that the airport was completely
deserted convinced the German command that the islands were not to be defended.

Military and
Ciyil Authorities, dropped at the airfield early on the morning of 1 July. The message called upon
the Island to surrender and to signify surrender by displaying white flags and painting white
crosses in prominent positions, one of which was Roy uare. That afternoon a German force
srrived at the wirport and the Bailiff, accompanied by the Crown Officess, surrendered the Istand

So began five years of occupation. The duration of the Occupation and the situation of the
Germany fas many then thought likely) conld not be predicted. Restric

tions on movement and commerce were imposed immediately by Orders of the German Com-
mandant issued on 1 July. Further restrictions were imposed the following day, including an
order that ‘It is forbidden to listen to any Wireless Transmitting Stations, pt German and
German controlled Stations'. It is difficult to understand why the Germans, then in a victorious
position, thought it necessary to impose such restrictions on information from other sources. In
June 1942 it was ordered that all wircless sets belonging to the civilian population were to be
handed in to the occupying forces. Many Islanders did not obey that order and secretly listened
to broadeasts from England at the risk of severe penalties if their breach of the order was detected
The most pressingg problem for the Island during the Occupation was food, since, although

had exported agriculmral products to England, it had been dependent upon imports from

gand f . Potatoes could . 8 > Department of Agricul
ture ordered that four-fifths of the po I » with The old watermills were
g
tished at Grouville, since Fran amly source of imports. Food ration
g was introduced and rer £ it the Occupation. Fishing
boats being all wted and tw with an &
time in September 1940 fishing was banne irely b of a successful escape, and w
ban was lifted fishing was only allowed out roe escapes, another ha
imposed in August 1943 unii ns conld b
A black market flourished, partly supplied by the craw:
and France who siuggled in goods which could
oods could be exchan, e fished and auction became popular
of economic activity came to be restricted. Rationed re banned from
newspaper advertisements. At auction
Jed price, and later the sale by auction of many
pigs, goats, heny and rabbits was prokibited. By th > whe upplies from France
were eut off and short becoming serious, all auction sales were banned
problem after supplies of coal tin became unavail
from France, but fuel rationing was introduced. In 1942 the
pply was cut off at 8 p.m. ke had to spend their evenings in darkness. The Je
Department of Labour employed gangs to fell trees for firewood.

Civilian transport was taken under military control and the use of motor cars was restricted
to essential uses such ax agriculture and milk distribution, The petrol shortage became acute and
vehicles of more than 12 h.p. were taken off the roads in 1942

Fortification of the Islands began in October 1941, Hitler feared that the British might try to
recapture the islands for political reasons and ordered that they be made i ble. This re
quired & lurge labour force. First, unemployed French labour was brought in, then Spaniards who

in af the end of the Civil War, then East Enropeans and 1
ors and caused & great deal ¢
ot of their camps st night and stealing food and even newly-planted potatoes.

Finally, men from Nerth Africa arvived. The total number of imported workemen is not knc
but onie German contractor wlone had more than 7,000 men on his pay The fortification of
the islands required not only a very large construction force and vast quantities of materials and
weapons but also a lange number of troops to man the defences. A German infantry division was
kept in the Channel Islands for the whole of the war to defend territory which the British never

intended 1o try to win bac
Some collsboration between Island, Some young

girls produced illegs > mmed on ne
hours who wero breaking regulations by, for example, retain
movement developed as in some other occupied territories, T dand wa 51 and too

heavily filled with German tro ance and sabotuge Lo be leasible. The ksl uthor




necessarily engaged tn pa:

ired to protect the popul Th J A =X apes from the
Island, some aths by drowning. s ease er the
Allied invasion of France and the liberation of the

News of the use of the V" sign in
Jersey thre
Germany wh 8 ter on, in the winte

who was re-layin s in Royal Square: laid

a V", Fortunately for Mr. Le Gu

th
origin, This ac a reprisal, or¢ r away from Jersey,
to intern German citizens wi i requests for information
about British-born residents of Jersey. The nw scertuined with great difficulty, sk
the British-born population of Jersey then cousisted
women over 18 and 213 boys and 189 girds under 18, Further investigations re
all the Channel Islands. There was also an instruc!

ing sent to the Pripet )

amongst Jerseymen of French origin. The proceedings were protrac
tember of the following {1942) rtations took place. A tatal of 1,:
taken to Germany, most of them for th der of the war. Somne old and infirm people v
returned 1o Jersey and, as 4 result of negotiations between the Rritich and German go mer
[through Switzerland as the prote power), about (00 Islanders were sent to the United Kis
dom on medical grounds in. 1944, Fu deportations from the istands took place in January
1943 in veprisal for a Commando raid on Sark. (The deportees included the husband of the Dame
of Sark, sn Amesican by birth who had adopted British citizenship. ditions in the intermm
camps were bad at first, with poor food and madequate heating, but they later improved

The worst period of the Occupation for inhabitants of the Island, and for the occupying
troops and prisoners, followed the Allied landings in Normandy on 6 June 1944, Islanders could
hear the of gunfire from the fighting in the Cotentin peninsula and see the smoke from
buring towns and villages and they expected soon Lo be freed. By the middle of August sl the
adjacent consts of France had been retaken by Allied forces but for 10 months more the fortress of
Jersey remained in German hands and Jerseymen endured the strange experience of being be
sieged by the British fleet, The ships kept out of range of the guns, but nothing conld get in or out

of the islands, the intention being to starve the garrison into surrender

, it became abvious to the G
pass the islands, but they still wished to maintain their ;
ulation be fed if supplies from France could not be sustained? Steps w

0 reduce the population wh
workers were taken off the islands b

and It was proposed that the entire civilian populstion
working on the land and contributing to the produetion of food. Hitler prevaricated in mak
decision about evacuation whilst the shipping routes were still open. By the beg
ber, practically no supplies could be brought in by sea and attemnpts to drop supplies from ai
were Jimited by lack of suitable drop equipment as the islands’ slxports were o s
of aircraft requived (o bring in supplics. Hitler reluctantly agreed that the British Governm
should be approached, through the protecting power, and told that food supplies for the civi
population were exhausted and that the German government was willing to permit Beitish ships

{0 remove civilians of 1o bring in food.

The British Chiefs of Staff and the Home Office were in favo
pihr it would be w

gnning

s in sight. However the Prime Minister did not share
ptember e wrote:

o the Channel Islands ostensibly for the
arisan to prolong their reséstanc
tonce ... I is no part of our job ta

le them to prolong their hold on B oy

But by the time the Wi net next met, Mr, Churchill had chasiged his mind. The German
government should be tald that so lon

ible for
feeding the people; if they conld r




Mawry,

The food shortage in the islands therefore gave rise to legal as well as practical problems.
The Bailiff sent a memorandum to the G Augus that ‘It is an undis
puted maxim of Interntionad Law that a military power, which in time of occupies sy part
of the inhabited territory o provide for the maintenance of the lives
the civilian population,”

However the German Foreign Ministry was of the opinion that intesnational law did not
oblige an occupying force to feed the inhabitants of cupied territory, and there had been
instances where oceupied territories were supported from elsewhere. (The United States had
provided food to Belgium in the First World War and to Greece in the Second,) The German
request that the British shiould feed or vemove the popalation was, the Ministry believed, in ac
cordance with international kaw.

Large-scale evacuation of civilians (there were 39,000 in Jersey) had by then become im
practicable. Moreover, many of them were employed in producing food and providing other
essential services for the German troops as well 25 for the inhabitants, H ruled that there
should be no surrender, nor removal of people from the islands, and an mvestigation by the
Germans showed that there was sufficient food to last until the end of the year, There was political
pressure in the House of Commeons and i the British newsp r something ¢
relieve the Channel Islands, but on 23 October the Chiefs of Staff also reported that, even if no
food was sent o the islands, the civilian population would be all right until the end of the year;
they could survive longer with hardship but without starvation. It was decided that no food sup-

ould be sent from Britain. However, the situati 1 the Channel Isi mtinued to

7 The vt of mkick Tebenderr s
Libematers wix ol

exercise the minds of the members of the War Cabinet. There were conflicting objectives: one
was 1o sustain the welfare of the civilians; the other was to aveid prolonging the Occupation of the
islands by providing food which mi from the civilians to the occupying tr

On 7 November the German government stated that it was willing to permit food parc
enter the Channel Islands and that the International Red Cross would supervise the distribution
of the parcels. The Red Cross ships would be given safe conduct. Cruickshanl

The Germans had won u bloodkess victary ... The British Government would now in
crease the total food supply, aad the sdditional supplies would not have to be carried in
German ships. The garrisan would be able to prolong their resistance: The Idanders bad

gone hungry for nearly twe months longes than they need have done

Sinel records:

Christrns Day [1944); weather beatiful - cold und frosty, iight sunshine
ae made the most of this, we hope, the luse Chri
ud when at last the rabbit, for
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equisitions of potatoes and cereal had been made by t i, which the Bailiff pre
tested was in brewch of the Hague Convention.

vertheless, requisiti pod continued, and it was not until after Christmas that the 8.5,
Vaga arrived i St Peter Port. Islanders had yet to endure some months of Occupation, although
the hardship was somewhat moderated by the Intemational Red Crosy food parcels, which had
boen provided by the Canadians.

shank says:
1 and tame capt
duw in part to the G

The morale of the occupying forces fell to a very low level in the early
despite the efforts of the Commanding Officer to sustain it. Hitler committed
1945, and on 8 May hi e Admiral D rdered the
In a speech Winston Churchill said
the conclusion hurchiil's 11, the Bailiff raised the Union flag and the Jersey flag over the
Royal Courthouse. At last the task of rebuilding Jersey's war damaged economy could begin

MY MEMORIES OF THE OCCUPATION

Beairice Le Hugquet was a ! y % Sd he Occupation ointed to the staff
January 1929, she finally retired in 1966 a ctreer spanping 42 years. At St Martin’s Schoo
art and French, These are her persomal reminéscences of teaching during the German Ovenpa

When there were ramonrs that the Germans would actually invade Jersey,
father remembered that grandpa Philippe Le Huquet had @ desful
collection of rifies and pistols, so, determined that these would not fall
into enemy hands, he and brother-in-law Bruce Humber motored to St
Catherine and walked to the end of the breakwater and threw the weapons
into the sea,

One day, I returned from school and my sister told me a Ger
saldier had thrown our washing out of the tray in our wash house and
replaced It with some of his clothes. | v ited until he returmed, and with
the appropriale gestures accompanied by a firm ‘nein’, made him un
derstand that this action was totally out of order. He looked at me and
quietly walked out, carrying his dripping laundry. None of the soldiers

Bestoice Lx Hogl entered our wash house again
Y fubn e, She tas All schools were ordered (o teach German. Many hers refused,
: but outsiders who had a smattering of German were installed in th
One camé to St Martin's School to teach German

of 12 to 15-y: olds. unsatisfactory a¢ children from more thi
olved and this interfered w ot routine work and really only the brighter pupils derived any
benefit
Some of the day-to-day arrangements for school became very difficult, Children so
grew sizes in ts and shoes. This became quite a pe m during the five ye o O

by the German forces. Some parents, when there were rumours that the Germans might land,

foresaw this problem and bought boots and shoes of various sizes while footwear was available in
the shops. \

This time was very limited as, when the Germans did land, they pe
like valtures and sent their purchases to their relatives in Germany. Leather became non-¢ nt
and parents were forced to make use of wooden clogs which wers made at Summerlund. They
were just solid wooden soles with a strap acrass the foot. Children found them painful to wear and
preferred 0 o bare-footed. Blisters and sores were commen and diff
creamy and suitable lotions were not available from chemists. Salt water was
wounds clean and help them to heal. Honey wa
It &s an excellent ants

Because of poor nutrition many children and even adults suffered from chilblains. But ag
nothing in the form of creams N\ was available. A doctor at the hospital tried an experi
ment which proved el S al in rows at wbles with bo of very hot water, in
which they held their hands, or with hot water in bowis on the floor, into which they immemed
their feet. Both hands and feet were held in the water until the
have a good effect an the chilblains, Plenty of hot water was av
were kept going by burning tar from the gasworks,

ldren who stayed at school for their midday meal did so becanse the distance

home was too great and too much for them 1o undertake because of their poor phy
Meals were supplemented by the communal kitchen in Phillips Street run by Miss Fre

y Small dustbing ar urns of soup - vegesable, cxbbage, or swedes - were distrib
uted by helpers with charcoal-burning vehicles to schools thronghout the Island. The children
were asked o bring their owa bread if it was available, and a bowd, or mug and spoon. Teachers
took it in turns to ludle out the soup which was much appreciated by the ever-hungry pupils,
especially during the winter,

We Bad no fires in the schools as suitable fuel was scarce. The children were allowed to keep
their coats on in class. The winter of 1944-5 was the worst. It was preceded by a wet and cold
agtumn resulting in colds, coughs and chilbiains. The Education Authority were forced to close
the schools as the cheerless and unheated classrooms could not be tolersled any longer.

School materials grew less and less as cach week went by, Pag , pems, writing books,
ink and even chalk became scarce so we had 10 use every kind of materi
encouraged my pupils o use pages of the Enering Paston which t paint th
were worn to the smallest stub.

I'had a crystal set which T called Joy. 1 Hstened to the news every morni
what | had heard on a piece of paper, and then hid it in one of my shoes, As 1 passed muny




o Lo pa the
ussing the

e day. The latest news was read, so we were 4 ition of the

Allies and the deterioration of the German forces. The serap
and disposed of safely. In order to have a duplicate, | usually wrote the news be

written words must be nearly obliterated. I hid the book between
thinking the enemy would never find it. Fortunately this v

OCCUPATION CHILDHOOD MEMORIES
This aecowns of the war years in St Martin gives @ vivid insight into the experience of growing up i
under the control of an en o

I wais only seven years when the war started 3 when it finis Looking back
yung people in the Ishand at that

As-antibiotics had not yet be

However he made what appeared to be a complete recovery and he and my mother went off 1o
Aldemney for a short convalescence. They returned In haste ata time when people in Jersey were
deciding whether o not t svacuate to England, Dad was determined 1o stay. He stated that if he
were to die it would be in Jersey where b onged. So that was th

On the day the Germans bombed the Island we were in a field close to the farmhouse
digging potatoes - we children were helping to pick the mids and the farm lorry, an oid Dodge,
was in the lane. Asa small child, T hated big bangs. Thunder, fiveworks and balloons all terrified
me. So when the noise of the German bombers and the machine-gunning and explosions began,
1 was the first under the lorry with my fingers in my ears, followed by the rest of the family unsil it
all stopped. The enemy landed and, over the following weeks, we learned as children to accopt
that these very smart, mrogant and strange-tongued soldiers were here and that we had to do as
we were bidden or else face severe punishment.

T began my edueation at Silk’s School, a small private school in one of the lanes near the
Parish Church. Mr., Silk, the headmaster, was a strict diseiplinarian and we learnt our three Rs i
the old-fashioned way. At nine years old, I was moved to St Martin's Elementary Schoof, which
then catered for all pupils up to the age of 14 yesrs. Both schools were near to my grandparents'
home, La Chasse Cottage, They were retired from farming and Grandpa was Connétable of St
Martin af the time. La Chasse Cottage formed the dower wing of what we called the big La
Chasse, which had belonged to my grandmother’s brother before it was sold. The English owners
evac and the house was empty. It was taken aver by th nd becume their head-
quarters for the area. My sister Ruth and ! spent many weeks with our grandparents before T was
eleven

A nasty incident occurred during that time and made us very wary of German sal
and T were walking home to La Chasse Cottage for lunch with five other school friends. We

Ovcuranon 1040-10

all arm in arm and were chatti

wis 0n the outside. A very smart German soldier was cycling past and

threw down his bicycle and ran towards Ruth and gave her a mighty slap on he

ing what it was about, we scattered as fa could and nd
father, as you may well imagine, was furious and immediately went next door to complain bittecy
about the incident. We never found out what caused it Ruth suffered from cold sores and w
lick her lips a lot. Whether she did this and the soldier thought she was putting her tongue out at
him is anyone's guess. Ruth would never go down that rou ¢ een
50 frightened.

At St Martin's School I worked hard to gain a sc rship to the Jersey College for Girls, V

all rode to school on our bicycles what the weather and the bikes were continually being
upation, hose pipe and twisted rope were used for tyres. [ well
all over the road on his bicycle just on the rims. He fall off -
much to his embastassiment and our unkind giggling amusemen

At the College for Girls we ha e ble education bearing in mind the shortage both of
books and of up-to-d: i chers who had retired before the war
returned to fill in the gaps Jeft by those who he cuated, It was compulsory 10 learn German
and we were tanght by a Miss Le Febvre. She was a gentle person and somewhat deaf, so looking
back I am afraid that we were unkind and played all sorts of tricks on her. | feel somewhat
ashamed about it all now! However, the college was superbly mun and could well be proud o
achievements.

1 think I did not miss a day’s school except when, at the age of 11, 1 contracted scarlet fever
and was rushed off for a very lonely five weeks' isolation at Overdale Hospital. ft was very fright-
ening to begin with as no-one was allowed to come near tse hospital, On the first day, I remembe
a very bad-tempered nurse making me swall ut seemed to be almost raw liver. T was viok
sick afterwards, much to her anger. T cried all that ¥
young woman in the bed next to mine and she comforted me and helped me settle in. Onee T got
used to the initial separution | settled in well and made & good recovery. It was 5o wonderful to be
fetched on the Satorday before Easter Day by Mum and my Aunt Lily in her trap. It was a lovely
sunny day and the hedges were full of wild flowers. Then, after the Easter holidays, it was back to
school. I well remember Slade's buses sphutiering up Mont Millais with their huge charcoal bum-
ers on the back. We could go faster on our bikes! We played netball and rounders at school and T
enjoyed that temendously. When the war was over the returning girls from the UK beat us hands
down at tennis, swimming and hockey. We had a lot of catching up to do.

Because we lived on a farm we were more fortunate than our town cousins when times got
really tough, especially after D-Day. We reared chickens and rabbits as well as a few pigs, Mum
cooked vegetable soups and casseroles and with our ration of bread we had a reasonable diet.
Mum cooked on an old paraffin stove which was placed on stones and heated b
The rabbits were fattened in an old chicken arc, some thirty to forty at a time. My sisters and 1
spent a lot of time collecting food for the rabbits from the hedges around the farm. When this food
ran short in the autumn and v s there were mid pofatoes to use, These
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very slowly s you i T upsets. Because of the
shortage of meat, this was unforgivable.
As people became more hungry and thefis r
the farmyard with a wire leading to a
threw open our windows and blew whistles, r
woken and all ed in. Soon the nj
running away into the dark h hungry German s

Mill or starving slave warkers (this, I doubt, as we did n :
souls in th ast o en lacals, we shall neves know. All we do know is tha

during the following week the trp wire w e g ly all the

well as a quantity of very green seed potatoes

poisonous if eaten in any e guing to bed every night, we all helped
catch and carry rabbits and chickens i ress house which formed the b

farmhouse, We then placed sandbags against the door to stop intrudess g

from this cellar

The gun emplaceme ) 1 was only 4 couple of miles awa ) flies and
when the guns were ay at the Allies” planes, the Frmhouse, at the top of Ville Brée and
only single width at that, would shake and feel as if it were going to full apart, We children used to
get very frightened, and Dad would collect us and take us down to the basement which wa

ment i o g
In the lane alongside it there was 2 bunk
we were all too terrified to venture an ere near, but we watched from a safe distance as the
soldiers changed guard duty.

We kept a sow in the pi
fattened [n another hideaway away from pey
- somewhere where there would be as litle noise as possible — the meat was shared between
netghbours and some was salted down. Every! ad their turn, | remember we had a large cold
water tap in the cow stable and Dad was washing through the large intestine Lo make tripe. The
smell was horrible and made me feel sick, The following ovening my mother cooked & splendid
tripe supper for Dad and & dozen or so of his friends. We were sent off 1o bed but | know that a
wreat game of nap followed the supper, which had been washed down by cider, and carried on
woll into the night past the curfew hour. Some slept tll moming, others melted away along the
hedges in the fields back to their own beds.

" Our families made carrat tea, dandelion coffee, sugar beet syrup, potato flour and salt from
seawnter. Dad even grew tohacco and the leaves were hung in the aitic to cure, Dusing all this
time our many friends and relations from town bought al could spare in the way of milk, eggs
and butter, They never overcharged anyone, however wealthy, for anything they sold. In fact,
they gave much away, especially to working-class families who weee having terrible problems in
making ends meet and feeding their families. In autamn, town friends would walk out to Ville
Brite with handcarts to collect wood and twigs for the coming winter cold. They also came glean
ing after the oats had been mown and stooked

was a great time, Once agai
communal effore, 5 Wi . They also tried to oatwit the Ge
whowas on duty checking and counting the bags of grain and managed tw hide the
which would then be put away < , usnally in the attic of the home

As the war went on, FeT] farms regularly, counted the animals and found
out how much milk w e dairy. After D-Day, ¢ began requisitioning some of

he cows for slaughter for their own use. They also looked over the hosses and ed their ages
We had two farm horses, one Welsh cob, Dolly, and one Clydesdale-type mare,

both between the ages of fifteen and twenty years and were ix

Germans sud they would take them for meat and replace them with two heavy hunters
needed the meat and wanted to rehouse their own horses as they could not import foo

Dolly was not only a farm horse. she was my beloved and favourite animal. She was |

white star, We used to hamess her up in th cart and drive her around eve;

farm. Our friends loved this. Sh 3 A treasy 7 id when she was taken away, &
parents realised T would be ver tressed. When I knew she had gone end was dead 1 ran up o
the hayloft and hid amongst the bundles of ay and sobbed for hours. I was incansolable for da
and would not speak. Some time after [ went with Dad and Uncle Charlie to see the new hosse
we were to be given at Vermont, St Saviour, and was most surprised yme very smart young
women speaking English riding out with some officers. It my first ¢ with collab

and after what had happened to my litthe mare 1 hated these girls even more than | hated the
Germans,

For clothing we were fortunate in that we had hand-me-downs from my cousins. This was a
tremendous help to my mother. Grandma Billot spent all her spare time mending, daming and
patching up clothes so that they were w ole: she always had a needle in her hand when she
was sitting down. I am sure her eyes suffered from the v poor light. Candl 1d smelly
bide lamps were often the only available light, especially during the list two years. After th
when she was in her seventies she became blind and I feel that all the sewing she did must
contributed to the loss of her sight. We had gloves made out of rabbit fur and, of course, the
wooden clogs which we all wore at school. Grandma, as the Connétable’s wife, was very involved
with the Friendship League which helped anyone in need in the Pansh, Collections of vegetables,
frult, eges and clothing were received at the Public Hall and taken (o needy families and old and
disabled people. My grandfather was very concerned about the well-being of his parishioners.
When the Germans requisitioned bicycles from the Parish, he had to make choices which were
very difficult, and made him some enemies. He was also very troubled when the depasture of
British subjects to camps in Exrope had to be arranged. He worked hard to keep back as many
people as he could on compassionate grounds and succeeded in several cases. When he was
informed that houses and farms were to be searched for guns and firearms, because the Germans
did not believe that they had all been handed in, I'was at the cc ter school, Grandpa said to
me, ‘Anne, get back (o Ville Brée quickly and tell your father to get the five out at once. He will
understand.' And so, one of my father's treasured possessions, the rifle with which he had won
many trophies before the war and which he had hidden in a safe place was sh
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Higquid manure cistern. It was retrieved after the Liberation, all rusted and eaten away with acid.
We still have it!!
Qur social life centred around the Parish Chusch and its activities. The priest-in-charge was
m New Zealan er a lifetime of work in the
Christchurch Diocese. He was ‘high church and consequently was not popular with everyone in
St Martin, who had always practised a low church form of Any nism, However, those of us
who were in the Sunday School and choir had gre sect and affection for him and we r
ceived a wonderful grounding in the Christian faith
Miss Beatrice Le Huguet was the best Sunday School o nt anyone Id wish for
Mrs. Wilford trained the junior choir in her home once a week after school. The dozen or 50
young boys and girls who made up this cholr and acted as eveloped deep friendsk
t drives were held at the Ropal Hotel to raise funds for a Chorch Hall
and these were great fun, especially in winter when wo had to get home befare the curfew, which
ither walked or cy and | can well remember watking home, in the mo
y nights, telling each other ghost stories to encourage us to walk even faster! On Ge
Friday afternoons we would all set off to pick primroses and wild daffodils for decorating the
church for Easter. We would sing “Eternal Father, strong (o save' neasly every Sunday and many
times German officers would come in and stand at the back looking oo, Mr, Hick, a regu
churchgoer, would often bring an escaped Russian prisoner who lived with him. Most of us didn't
know until the war was over that the stranger in our midst was an escaper. In winter, it was
extrerely cold in church and we would run briskly at the end of each service to stop our shivering.
During the summer months, after school at St Martin, we would sometimes run down to
Archiroadel to meet Grandma and Aunty Lily who had driven down in the pony and trap.
Archirondel was the only bay we could visit which was not mined, or with barbed wire right
the top of the beach, The only problem was walking back up the hill, which we youngsters had to
do as the pony could only carry Grandma and Aunty. Tinsel, the grey pony, was full of spirit and
on. one sion, in-a hurry @ get moving, she reared up & afts of the wap snapped.
Grandma and Aunty fell out of the back of the trap but fortunately were not hurt, only somewhat
shaken and bruised. Meanwhile, the pony bolted up the lane, onto the main road
shafts beatin, mst her sides and flanks, went faster and faster. As it hag
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the Public Hall with his horse and van collecting goods for the Friendship Leay
this pony bolting past with the shafts still attached. He immed
Jessinto top gear 1 ed do 0 0 all with nc
1 during the Ocea
werhead and the gums at Elsi
in full flow. At night, from our bedroom windows we could see the skies ove specially
en, lit up with a flickering red and orange glow from the intense b g and the fire
fong it would be before we were freed. Little did w
11 months before Liberation.
I was 12 now and Dad was recov otk of fever. He
crystal set and I was able to - p s ated every mom
ing. When anyone ‘ - py of the latest daily news. T would also tab
a copy with me to sch o elderly friends and relations in town, We also heard the
latest songs like “You are my sunshine’, ‘Would you like to swing from a star?’ and all

n songs which were quite new to us
The winter of 1944 brought great misery and hunger and the 8S Foga's visit with food parcels
and flour was a lfelin m the fitrms we were overjoyed — things were pretty desperate now

with us also, There was a shortage of food for the animals and much thelt of crops in the fields
The Faga brought treats most child i remember ever having tasted before. The flour
ration went to the baker, Mr, Taschke, to be made into the most scrumptious bread we had ever
tasted. It was manna from hea It was tastier than any cake mg o flour. Ruth and
I queued for the family’s ration of white bread i the shop at Rozel Mill. That was our job. The
weather was bitterly cold that first time and sow was falling. We walked back through drifts in
our farm lane. But we had a feast in store and the cold was of litte consequence.

Concerls to raise funds for the Red Cross, in grateful thanks, were held all over the Island
Rozel Rovers Football Club organised a concert in the Public Hall and due to the huge demand
for tickets the show ran for six nights instead of the intended three. [t is estimated that 1,300
people attended. During the interval an auction was beld, Bagx of wheal, tins of fruit, even a
packet of tea - items hidden since the outbreak of war - mised large sums. In all, the magnificent
total of £1,603 was donated to the Red Cross.

Finally, Liberation Dy arvived. Dad had a flagpole which was painted and ready for putting
up in the front garden. He also fetched out of the rafters the Union Jack which had been hidden
there since the beginning of the Occupation.

The old Dodge lorry had been hidden in one of the small sheds with its wheels removed
Because of its age, it had not been requisitioned by the Germans when they first arrived. It was
pulled out and made roadworthy. Mechanic friends resuscitated the ancient engine, but there was
no petrol to go to St Helier on V.E. Day. However, that did not matter. The radio which we
children had never known existed under the floorboards in the pantry b ut. So that
was the reason we were always sent to bed sharp at 8.30 p.m. every night ad listened to the
news every evening at 9 p.m. This marvellous wireless was brought out onto the lawn and when
we heard Winston Churchill speak, our own Union Jack was hoisted up the flagpole to fly from




o [ time, the potatoes w be ¢ d and a kettle veplacing the
st facaw end, produce bailing water, It wasn’t until late in the evening, and the
' : thatthe majority of us allowed ourselves to have a little fire in
refuge in bed, and in their nightmares saw the Germans ¢
Constantly . German officials wer
5. Now it wi ng | dess which anonymous informers had
them we poss sking us - ery rudely ~ the number of ¢
Leavin ut whether or not they were going to turn
ome irregularity or other, unless we helped him out of a

i their eyes, and at night would refumn to steal the rbbits

r 1
were noted and rob b Fruit trees were stripped

kitchens were entered and meals just ready to be eaten carried off - s pans and all!
] F

the top of it, proud and free. Looking back over the years this was for me the most impostz Ahead were the days when there would be no more butter; wh ays in the week
moment of my life, T have in this world they were to be without milk, and when the meat ration was o be four

We thea wal g Service, T pucked dnd ahead were the d. mith and cooking we would be d
emotions ran high with gratitsde for a safe delivi c The followin net es. What troubles came to our women! Everything too
been br: t for the losry, and some 32 of us piled into the back of it We an¥: elier & ould not burn, and when | e 1t g5 sovn & our backs were turned.
somehow found our way dose to the Pommte 'Or Hotel. We screamed with joy a . s It ks not easy Lo wi dicl seem tc enough, but for most describing
the Tommies marched across throwing sweets to us as they passed. The follo " problem as acute would be an understatement. People went to bed not knawing what they would
were filled with glad revnions and news from friends and relatives in Great Britain and abro eat the next day. At times the rations were negligible. We ha d that our farmers and fisher
wited o the future with men would help us out, but everything 5 q 2 denied to us, and

well as with all kinds of celebrations. We looked fc

hopefulness with the fervent prayer that war would ne i on the occasions that permits were given for fishing, the Genmans returning boats and
ook what they wanted. All that ever reached vy in St Martin were a few
spider crabs, and then only because our inva

THE OCCUPATION OF THE PARISH Towards the end, farmers were not allowed t sell or to give away

their produce. lier it was sometimes possible to get a few pounds of

7 % wheat from those who had already sent in theix quota. This we ground in

that it was under the heels of an enesny pewer gives an ineight into the problems faced by most wemen, in fiee mills. A machine made for coffee Beans does not take kindly to

stnply trying to keep their familtes fod and thesr homes going grain — often the wheat was mixed with wild oats, which choked the little

The tale of the difficulties faced during the years of Occupation and the way in which the Island grindes, o all had to be spread o the kitchen tabie, and the oats pic

tried t face them ia hard to tell. The whole grim pleture can best be seen. not so much in diaries out by hand. One old lady became such an expert that when

ot in documents which will become histarie, but in atch before the memaory of fuiled, she continued her task in the dack, being able to separate the

living man has gone. The Church is here to care for b s our souls. Never before od from the bad by touch.

in Jessey had the needs of the body called for greater co For those with gerdens the staple food was dried beans. One yeara

Lack of coal and firewood eveatually robbed us of all the wunenities of life. French ¢ wet autumn stopped these ripening, but luckily the season before had
came spits ally 10 us was quite unburnible — even when it was not dust. Our been & good one, and those who had used their stocks sparin

The followwing accownt of the difficulties and trials of the Jersey country Pa rtin during the years

i 0 Ary, ke fesk Mody
sometimes amounted to one ssall piece of wood a day. Kitchen ra v themselves with some to tide them over. But most beans mq [

peaple were able to buy French soves of almost dolls-house size. But much of the cooking wa year old become very hard. Although we were fold that by soaking in e o of gl
dorie on the top of a five-gallon ail drum, tightly packed with sawdust with a hole lefi in the hot water, und by DR

@ A,

middle as an exit for the tiny flame which did the work, This lasted for seven or eight hours, At were not expert enough had to




Some of the fortunate ones v nvalid food from former d:
They kept this for illness, but more after hen it was opened, they found that magy
had taken possession. Our extremity p 1 by the fact that none of this food was th
away. The fattes of ¢ ; ed, b ! to say that many other

came, things were as bad as they could be. Early in 19435, our
ion was reduced (o two pounds a week ust before the litle food boat
getting none. We had ample evidence of our plig
known at cockeail parties co

fore knelt on
{ corn the harvestin, X k protruded from

baskets fastened onto bicycles which, for tyres, boasted garden hose. Here and there ¢

seen weary women pushing perambulators, or anything else on wheels, into w
crammed the smallest twigs

People who had done magnificent wark for the Empire tumed their hands )
could for the commun good. An old colonel, supplied by the farmers with sugar beet, becamo
quite an expert in making syrap - a cold, aedu i buck-breaking job. Others wsed what
energy they had in making potato flour. It was a tedious process. C shing, dratining and
drying left Netle time for anything else. To make one pound of flour took about twelve pounds of
potatoes. When the day came for potaioes to be no longer svailable, turned their flagging
enengies to making carrol and parsnip tea. From barley they ¢ ake coffee. They mant
tured a sort of Horticks food drink from sugar beet,

A severe handlep in all these ventures was the lack of cooking utensils. The difficulty of
cleantng them was avercome by the use of wood ush - which proved as effective as many pro-war
polishes. But in spite of ingenious contraptions there came a time when many saucepans reached
the limit of their usofulness. The Island was fortunate in having many mechanics, who helped
where they could witl such difficulties. Whatever else they saw, cupation duys really did

eal deeds of kindness.

GERMAN FORTIFICATIONS IN THE PARISH OF ST MARTI

When Hitler ordered that the Channel Islands should be converted into impregnable fortresses,
neither he nor the rest of the German high command dreamt that the adjacent French cosst
would ever be in any other than German hands,

Consequently, they believed that any attack mounted by the British would have w come
from the west. This is why the Island’s west coast was fu; heavily defended than the east
Therefore, like Grouville, the Parish of St Martin can lay
St Ouen or St Brelade. The fact that the adja
hands after August 1944 caused a hasty re-gppraisa

this date were hurnedly constructed and few remains can
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The biggest bunker in the Parish ence stood an Gorey Pier, only to be demolished in 1972
This occupied the area now used for parking coaches and it housed & 75¢m anti-tank gun. Co
structed in eatly 1944, it covered the hasbour area and the northern end of Grouvi
cally enough, the first test shot was fired from the bunker on 6 June, D-Day. C
bunker survive in the angle of the ses wall close to the bus shelter.

No.14 Garey Pier not always the innocent dwelling that it now appears to be, Before the
war No.14 was a store and in 1944 it was converted into i strongpoint. A clos spection of the
window on the ground floor reveals that here was a michine-gun loophole, while on the first floor
a 3, 7cm anti-tank gan covered the length of the pier. No.14 must be the only flat in the Island to
have a reinforced concrete floor with an equally strong concrete ramp leading to the front door;
curiously, the latter ix at the rear of the building with access from the old Harbour Battery

At the Harbour Battery there is also a semi-cireular concrete machine-gun position, and a
mounting for & Renault R35 tank turred which was removed in the 1953 scrap metal drive, All
these defences constituted Resistance Nest Hafen Gorey (Gorey Harbour), and the troops manning
them were quartered in the hotels along the harbour front

Gorey Castle was one of the medieval fortiesses taken over by the Germans immediately

40. At that time the onl - s & machine-gun mounted at the
astle’s summit, but later other machine-guns were added s well as an anti-tank gun. However, it
was in the coastal artillery role that Gorey Castle played its main part.
wing Hitler's early inseructions that the Cha:




first floen, end a o
onsiine gun pasision bl
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into Jersey. Three small turrets at the summit of the castle were adapted by the Germans to form
Artillery Direction Finding Position No.7 i the round-the-island chain of observation posts, It is
interesting 1o note how the turrets have been cleverly camoul d with granite to make them

by August 1944 the Normandy cosst was firmly in Amercan hands and the east

coust of Jersey was thrust into the front line. The main defensive effort of the Ger
from the west wo the east of Jersey and the Commanding Officer of the First Battalio
Coastal Artillery Regiment 1265 moved his HQ, inta the castle. He establish
Kommandeur dev Kampgrappe Seeziel 0st (Commander of Battle Group Sea Targets East). Few ‘sen
targets’ ever presented themselves, but probably his busiest night was 89 March 1945, when the
German garrison in Jersey kanunched its successful commando raid on the French port of Grunville,

At Anne Port, 1o the north of Gorey, the old sea wall just o the nosth of the slipway has been
raised a few feet with a concrete extension, thos ereating an anti-tank wall. A lintle further north it
is worth mentioning that La Crite Quarry, which yields a purple thyalite stone, was used by the
Germans in 19412 to provide aggregate for the production of conerete until the stone crushing
machinery broke down and the quarry ceased operations. It is worth noting that any bunker
anywhere in the Island which contains La Créte thyolite must have n built before the autumn
of 1942 ~ the bunker on the slipway at Gréve d'Azette (now nto public la !
good example

The uncompleted 19th-century breakwater at Archirondel was
Here, the red-and-white 18thcentury tower was taken over at an ea
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20th-century warfare, Machine-gun positi i parapee al ¢

tower together with sevesal 0 At the Jand nd of the breakwater,
at the side of the recently constructed (1980s) concrete slipway, is a Type 680 casemate for a 7.
antitank gun which covered the length of beach leading towards th

Ine’s cross voads. Nearby are the remaing of a concrete mounting for a Renanlt FT 17 4

~ the mounting was the subject of an experiment by the Libera
tempt was made to destroy the small bunker with explosives. The experim

A lew score yards up Le Mont de ls Mare de St Catherine (forme:
turning Lo the right into a lane known as Les Charriéres; here, set into the hedge just after the first
sharp left-hand bend, are the remains of Resistance Nest La Perelle £ which was armed with machine
gans and montars,

What is known as La Masseline Reservoir conatructed by the Second Company of
Engineer Batralion 319 in October 1943, A plague recording this can be seen halfway down the
dam wall, but this is only visble in tmes of drought when the seservoir is half empty, as it s
impressed into the mner face of the concrete wall

I'he purple pebbles on the beach by the white Round Tower provided a source of a
for the German Army construction loops when they began building the eardy, light fortifications
in the spring of 1941, Stone gathered here was transported right across the Island and can be seen
in the concrete of the early defences erected at such places as La Corbigre and Le Braye Slip in St
Ouen's Bay.

At St Catherine’s Breakwater stands Resistance Nest ¢ unning beneath the so
called 'Gibraltar Rock” is a defensive tunnel which supported a Type 670 casemate for a 10.5cm
beach defence gun which covered the length of St Catherine’s Breakwater. The tunnel bs unusual
in that it is lined with brick rather than concrete.




yrm for a filcm se it covering St Cather
undergrowth, is another mounting for = 150c
conatal artillery searchly eptember 1944, w
the artillery battery near La Coupe, for which it supplied illumination, w | from Guers
to stiffen the defences of Jersey's cast coast. Other light concrete works are to be seen dotted
around the base of the rock
The footpath which leads uphill fram St Catherine's Broakwater ta Fliquet is sill parsally
barred by railway lines buried at an angle into the path to obstruct the ge of light vehi
doubtless serves the same purpose today as it did in 1944!
he round tower ut Fliquet was taken over by the Germans as Resistance
draw-ladder leads up to the armoured doorway above road level, and a crawl passage was punched
through the base of the tower at road level. Slightly to the north of the tower is & reinforced field
type personnel shelter and machine-gon position, whilst in the garden just scross the road there
m beach defence gun in an open position. All traces of this were in ahout

In the fields that lie between La Rue de ls Perrugue and La Rue de la Coupe there wrived in
September 1944 the th Batery of Army Coastal Artillery Regiment 1265 to protect the sea
passage between Jersey and the French coust. Known as Batterie Haeseler and armed with four
15em K18 medium field guns, it was installed in field positions of which all traces have long since
vanish

Rozel Bay was well defended but all the fortifications lie in the Parish of Trinity. However,
Rozel Mill was taki ver as Dirvection and Range Finding P n No. 6, On the far side of the
mill, from the road, the armoured door is still in position, while at the mill's summit the
range markings can still be seen

At the junction of La Rue des Alleirs and La G Rozel a sm

entrance can be seen in the e on the north
machine-gun pesiton,
In the angle formed by La Rue de la Fo

s to & small er and

sres and La Rue des Raisies stood Batterie

Mackenten which was wrmed with three 21om medium howitzers. Th s cancrete 1o

mains set into the sides of fields and h

Eversiey, the large house at the corner of Le Mont de ls Mare de St Catherine and La

A

oute de Faldouet,

latz [casualty receiving

a Tower, with

over the bays of St Catherine and Grouvill

@ strongpoint. This was armed with mortars
nachine guny, and a 4.7cm Czech anti-tank gun
set on a tumntable and disgoised as a summer
house. The mounting for this survives, nithough
hidden in the undergrowth, as do several other
machine-gun emplacements. The mortar and

g
personnel pits have all been in-Glled by th

er itsell had a Zem Mak C

anti-aireraft gun mounted on the roof ¢
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dar array which was removed from Cancale, on the north coast of Brittany in When moon's tide smooths barbed wired sand,

1944 in the face of the wdvancing Americans, and transported to Jersey on the m.o Spi

Victoria Tower, the radar was known as Funkmesortungygerdt Oil, or ‘Radar Set fest' was Will Jersey's thank you dry to dust?

Man’s wark and seasons cleanse the land -

at Grosnez.) As her scars heal, will mem'ry rust?
Also near Victorta Tower was the Command and Obser on Post for the commanding Oh No! ‘We will remember them
officer of the Second Battalion of Divisional Artillery Regiment 319. The bunker is 2 8 Onr Jersey eyes won't see again
nuclear radiation monitoring station Their hard won Peace has ol this shore
Tor give us life in full, ance more.

A Jersey Widow's Thoughts At Her Child's Bedside On

Jackie De Gruchy was bom in London dur

Liberation Day 1945
Jackie de Gruchy

Let's say a prayer litle one

To thank God Liberation's come;

New pesice has made this island yours
Once more you'll dabble un-mined shores
We'll fish for cabots, run and swim:

These past sad years for you will dim.

But niow we'll always play alone -

Your Daddy’s never coming home:

Five years have dragged since laat we siw
Qur Jersey boys, who sailed to wir;

Wha went from us young men, young dads
To join with England’s fighting Jads:

Not all will leamn their captured isle

At last wears Liberation's smile;

That Freedom anchored in our bay

This shining, sun-washed ninth of May.

You asked, s0 many times to-day,

‘Is that my Daddy, gone away?'

Axnd thought you saw friend deportees
Who starve in camps across the seas

1 tried for your sake to sejoice

But found 1 listened for Dad's voice,
And though | know he is not here

T searched like you, for his face dear.

RS Leth ry o prayer, e ane 30 ek God Libestion's conv,
foctiy D Crnady, of R Martin, cqpesrer ¢ deer cxwmmant i werse
Tho divatrtion by ber grot-sanle, Edveund Blaegpind, i (sbow frovy
« eallestion 47 Aer Sty The Way 1o the Bay. (Cowarry of T
Plavygven’ Trasders)

ing the Secand World War, and returned to Jer
sey with her sister and their mother - who now
found herself a young widow - at the end of the
Oceupation, Her father, a bomber pilot, had
been shot down and killed dring the hostili
tes.

A great-niece of Edmund Blampied, she
was educated at Mrs. Hilda Ahier’s school,
Springside, St Martin, where she enjoyed elo-
cution, singing and the pano. She went on to
Helvetia House School where she rem
one day opening a new French textbook to find
that her great-uncle, Edmund Blampied, had
illustrated it. When she explained her connec
tion with the artist, her teacher drily commented,
‘well, Jucqueline, my dear, let's hope your
French will now improve'

She married Harold De Gruchy in April
1965 and became & busy farmer’s wife, but
found time Lo write poetry between seasons. Her
first collection of poetry, The Way T The Bay,
was published in 1996, It is illustrated using some
of the works of her great-uncle.

Just like much of the work of the famous
arfist, many of Jackie’s poema draw upon de-
tails und memories from her youth, This poem
is a very touching account of how her own
mother might have felt on Liberation Day,
9 May 1945, had she not accompanied her hus
band to England before the Occupetion.
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1039-1945
71 ses enfants morts pour ka Patrie
Lo Parcisse de St Martin Reconnaissante

Amy, George Harvey

Bihet, Bernard Joseph Duke of Cornw:

Bolitho, Michael Lempriere Captain, Coldstream Guards 8111942
du Feu, Ronald Henry Petty Officer, Royal N: 12,12.1943
Houguez, nawden Gy & Private, Hampshire Regiment 26. 6.1941
Johnson, Maurice Gordon 2nd Lieutenant, Royal Trish Fusiliers 16. 9.1940
Vardon, Alfred John Private, Hampshive Regiment 10

The names of the above St Martinais, killed in action, were added to the central panel of the war
memorial.
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Les Ecréhous

PREHISTORIC AND MONASTIC PERIODS

Romantie and insccessible, | scréhous has attracted hermits und recluses to its fascing
tiny shores for centuries. Thi i and the French have hotly contested ownershi
dreds of years, Their angument has had s much to do with fishing rights as
archipelago of rocks and isle ven miles east-north-east of R
is small indeed and anly on La Maitre s today any quantity of v
It Is hard to imagine how ancient people chese (o live ther
did. Until about 5000 nc, Les Fcréhous and Jersey were still
was probably the fist to
become an island, with Les Ecréhous, lying closer to Normandy, remaining attached to the main
land for & somewhat longer period. It is not possible to determine with any degree of accuracy the
exact date of separation, but wheno a hic menhir was erected on La M Hle the island was
almost certainly still part of the Cotentin.
The peat beds adjacent 1o Blianque [le have yielded neolithic pottery and flints, confirming
early prehistonic occupation far below the present high water mark, E <
took place in this period is provided by the irregular flat slab of stone standing o
marsh at La Maitre Tle; 1t appears to have been deliberately hewn, and is ref
orthostat, The menhir is another karge stone dating from prehistor es which was subsequently
toppled from its standing position and now les under the remains of the chapel
Although Les Ecréhous had become islands by the 12th century when a monastery was
eatublished, they were certainly of 0 much greater land area than exists today. vations by Dr.
Wirwick Rodwell in the late 1980s found numerous bones of domestic animals and it is likely that
they were grazed there to provide meat for the inhabitants of the mopastery. As late as the 19th
century, it was reported that Les Ecréhous yielded ‘a few bales of thin hay', which it would be
quite impossible to harvest from the small land areq and depleted soil that now exists
Prior to this 19878 expedition there had been only Jimited interest in exploring the geology
and the archacology of Les Ecréhou Société Jersiaise sed an expedition in 1928 led
by Major A.D.B. Godfray and Major N.V.L. Rybot but their findings were tiot extensive and only
a trial excavation of the old priory was carrled out. The results of Dr. Rodwell's expedition were
subsequently expanded by further research, and his book, Les ublished in 1996, is
acknowledged as the definitive work on the area.
more or less conting
ous human presence from Nealithic times. Apart from such tangible evidence, there are many
other ancient stories of the tenuous hold these islands had on the maink

levels. There are references in ments to major incursions of the sea in 541, 603, 709, 1191
and 1214, An ancient map (Fig 87), ance in the passession of the monastery at Mont St Michel and
believed to date from the ninth century, shows Les hous &s still & promontory of the Cotentin,
with only a nactow channel separating it from Jersey. This gives some credence to the recurring
legend of La Planche in which a plank across a stream provided access to Les Ecréhous (or Jersey
from the French mainland
The name itself is of interest and has its origins In the Scandinavian words, sker-holm
skerjaholm, meaning a rocky iland or an island with skerries. It derives from the presenc
islands of the Viking raiders of the Dark Ages. Early documentation includes Edberho
Ancrovor (1360) and Fkerka (1682). All of these indicate a single island and it v
the plural form used today was adopted, In later years, the excellence of the fishing ar
veef resulted in virially every rock having its own name - usually in Jérriais — known among the
maritime communities of Rozel and Gorey. An example from Frank Le Maistre
toponomy is LEikitrmiéthe, a rock inhabited by cormorants, derived from the Old Narse starfr.
Subsequently, this rock became known as Lo Piévee és Femmes as a result of a shipwreck, when the
ptain put his female passengers ashore, assuming that they would be They were all drowned
by the Incoming tide and, (o this day, fishermen avoid the ares at night, claiming that ghostly
shrieks can still be heard,
The prehistoric remains discovered on La Maitre Ile include the menbir and the orthostat,
¥ ones which appeas to have had some religious signifi and a variety of pottery
sherds and animal bones. In addition, the 19878 expeditions collected over 2, s of worked
fint. Most of these date from the Early ¢.4850 Bc) and the Age (21800 50),
Thi 1e does not occur paturally in the area, and confirms prehistoric ati




One of the most interestin ¢ A wgical finds was the disarticulated buri
young woman under the floor of the original chapel building. Not sl the bones of the body w
included and particularly those of hands, feet and rib cage were missing. The bones were care
fully arranged, indicating that this deliberate reburial invalved the remains of sumeone of import.
Even radio-carhoa dating gave conflicting reports, but the most likely conclusion was that the
skeleton dated from the sixth or wth century. It Is possible that this was an early Churistian
shrine where the remains of a saintly p 1 were rated and above which the first Ecréhouos
chapel was constructed. The remaining evidence of this chapel benieath (he later structures i hard
16 determine or to date, but it is clear that this was a site of Christian worship possibly as early as
the eighth century and certainly loag before the construction of the 13th-century priory, The
chapel was a smple ngular stone structure similar 1 a number of others of the period in
western Europe. Whether or not this earlier chapel was still in existence at the time of the estab-
lishanent of the Priory of St Mary the Virgin subsequent to the 1203 grant to Pierve de Préaux s
uncertain. However, the Priory was built on the same site; there were at least two individual
buildings, a chapel and a hall of residence, and these went through various stages of development
over a period of one hundred years. The Assize Roll of 1323 refers to the house of the Prior at
Archirondel: it is likely that the occupation of the Ecréhous Pric d had to be curtailed by the

ble incursion of th by this dan
estublishment of St Mary's Priory on La Mailre Ile is well documented, Pierre de Présux
and sometime Bailiff of the Cotentin, In the King granted him
nere et de Aurene' and crested him Gardien des Iles. In 1203, he gave
of Le Val Richer in Normandy. Two monks and a servant were sent to
stablish the Priory of St Mary, This must have been a fi task in a barres 1 into which

the sea was constantly cocroaching, As well as building the Priory, providing food and perform
ing their religious offices, monks had to maintain a light (o wa p surrounding

ers. The chapel was later enfarged and improved and a 11 was built to its north
In 1309, the Abbat of Val Richer was s oned to Jersey 4 what rights he held
the Ecséhous priory, which was partly supported by other properties in Jersey, Even then, he
d the poverty of the tenure and it seem within the next half ¢ . the monks were

Archiror The be
Channel Island water
f the tiny Cistercian o , which may well have ceased to exist before Henry V
n ecclesiasties in 1415, Writing in 1682, Jean
“The small islot of Ekerho had anciently a small Priory ... the Ruins whereof remaine to this day
which serve in rain

QUARRYING

Stone was quarried at Les Ecréhous and used for building in St Martin during the 17th and 18th
centuries. There are numerous quarrying marks on the rocks at the southern ead of La Maie Il
and it is likely that the Rocking Stone and Le Dent de Marmotiére are also relics of past quarrying
operations, Ecréhous gneiss, although different from the granite found in Jersey, has no particu
larly fine qualities and it seems strange that anyone should have taken the txc

across the seven miles of water ta Rozel. However, transportation by water much easier than
on the often Inadequate roads of those days, pasticularly for heavy loads of stone

Ecréhous gneiss i casily recognisable, weathering to a pale yellow and having a de
grain, which is not found in the brown and pink granites of Jersey. Its most extensive use is in the
18th-century buildings of La Palloterie and Le Vouest, and it is present in the churchyard wall of
St Martin Le Vieux

FISHING AND THE DISPUTES BETWEEN [ERSEY AND FRANCE

After the demise of the Priory, Les Ecréhous became Crown property and the buildings may well
have been leased to u family as o base for fishing, farming or veaicing, The pottery evidence
icates that La Maiwe lle was inhabited until the Iatter part of the 15th century. Thereafter, the
islands are likely to have been visited by smugglers and fishermian but spos wars between
England and France and the activities of pirates prevented any permanent seitlement. For various
periods, notably in 1646 and 1691, access was prohibited to Jerseymen for security reasons in
time of war. This prohibition was primarily directed at smugglers, whose trade included lead for
shot and other munitions. Even the Lieutenant- Governor w: agerd in the trade, thus attempts
to foil it were Jess than wholeheart
Although some of the present fishermen's huts date from the 18th century, it was not until the
end of the Napoleonic Wars in 1815 that any major reoccupation occurred. On La Maitre Tle a
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tine of fishermen's huts was constructed aeross and incorporating the ruins of th
1a Masmotizre, hut building on a rather grander scale continued spasmodically until recent times
and even Bliangue lle supported habitations, the older ones of which

The reef has always produced good catches for fishermen, who ¢
extended periods. They were the main occupants of the various baildings although expeditions
to collect yraic during the simmer months were also popular, It is unlikely that there was any
settled community during the 18th and 19th centuries but there s al ical reference to the fact
that Elizabeth Remon sold liquor from an establishment on the islands. This Elizabeth Remon
built & cottage on La Maitre [le but it was later abandoned.
It was not the limited fishing activities around the is] th clves that cansed the long
utes between English and the French: these were initiated by the far more
dredging busin see chapter 12}, Afler the Battle of Waterloo (1815), which
ended the Napoleonic Wilrs, a new era of peace betwoen Britain and France saw th
of disputes at international level by negot
although on the fishing grounds themse
the order of the day. Protests by 1
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signing of the first Fisherics Convention of 1839. This established a division, known as the A-K
ling, extending from Carteret to St Malo at approximately 5 from the French oc
encompussing the French territory of Chausey, Fishing of the line
to French fishermen, while to the west was common & until the Jersey thre
was reached: fishing within this area was reserved erseymen. Howeves, in this
no account wag taken of Les E ous and L q s and their long-established st
dependent istands of Jerse 3 hit caused continued dispule for the next h
years, which was only setled by the International Court at The Hague in 1953, During the
18805 there was a flurry o ed co dence between diplomats on both sdes of the
Channel: this was fuelled to so = by ties of the eccentric impéts officer,
H.C. Bertram, who was stationed at Les Ecréhous and for a time owned a property there: His
efforts at diplomacy included extensive and vituperative letters to French officialy; the painting
of sign boards an the islands; and threats aimed at the captain of a visiting French government
vessel to ‘shoot any Frenchman who comes ashore’. After Bestram was sacked, tive peace
returned, althowgh it was the habit of Jérsey fishermen 1o cut loose any French pots which they
found in the general area of the reef. Matters did not come to a head again until after the Secc
World War, The Cotentin peninsula was freed from German occupation a year before Libers-
tion came to_Jersey and during this period the French to pportunity o fish Les Ecréhous
and Lex Minquiers as their private preserve. Inevitably, when Jersey was liberated, this sitaation
had to be resolved

Without rc 3 politicians or indeed u resident population, Les Ecréhous and
Les Minquiers can hardly be described as mice that roared. However, th ne the centre of
world attention and the subject of lengthy legal research when their tithe was brought before the
Intemational Court of Justice. Based upon learned evidence going back to the times of Perre des




e United Kingy
) during
malter of |:|un|.; rights w 1 & a rily, By a 1951 agr
deemed to be ¢ m ternitory. lunu ng two specific areas, which would be under the |u isdic
tion of the sovereign power, whoover this was eventuall rmined be. The desig
aren at Les Ecréhous was & circle of radius one third of a mile centred on the beacon on La Maitre
Tle!, Much of this ares is dry Jand. Thus this ‘right’ was of no value and it is hardly surprising that
it has not been exercised
In more recent times Channel Istands mlun,,; disputes have tended to relate to Guer
rather than 1o Jersey, but this has not prevented the French from using Les Ecréhous as
ient venue for publicising their grievances. In 1893, the flag on La Marmotiére was removed by s
skirmishing party of French fishermen and in the following ye
necessitating the presence of a karge force of Jersey police, when the Fr
stration on the veef. Apast from the §
fascists, the demonstratic
class, celebgatod Mass on |
Ecréhous in 500 years.

LONG-TERM RESIDENTS AND RECREATIONAL VISITORS

During the late 18th century, it became common for fishesmen to spend extended periods on the
roef and the majority of the huts were constructed during the following 15 vs for this
‘The patter of life was to spend five days fishing, keoping the catch alive in nowrises (floating fish
boxes] and t return (o Jersey for the Saturday market and a weekend visit to the family
However, Philippe Pinel made his permanent home on the veef for about 40 years from
1848, first on La Maitre lle and finally on Bliangue le. His wife, Jeanne, stayed for & while but the
solitude and her husband’s drinking and alleged beutality became too much for her and she
returned to five in Jersey. Philippe lived by guthering and burning veaic which he then sold o
fellow fishermen. He wus also an accomplished basket-maker and was renc d for the gift of
basket of dried fish which he despatched to Queen Victoria. [n retum, Her Majesty sent a sea
man's jacket to ‘King Philippe of Les Ecréhous’, He became something of a celebrity and on visits
to Jersey would appear in the St Helier market with his baskets, for sight of which he would
charge a fee of one shilling, There are a number of contempe ¢ of parties of visitors to
the reef who wanted to pay homage to the 'king'. It seems that (hese visits called for no small
degree of 4 and tha - a8 y od, fasted for three d
Reginald Raoul Lempritre, Scigneur of Rosel, was & personal friend and eventually purchased
from Pinel hig hut at Blianque Le. This survived for many years bul, bei iilt on shingle, was
eventually washed away in the 19504, Pinel himself, despite having vowed never to retw
Jersey, was found very ill on the istand in 1896 and was carried against his will
hospital where he die

nse Le Gastelois

wrongly suspe a scries of sex crimes which occurred in the eastern parishes during the

bs. To escape persecution Alphonse accepted employment on 1
for & pexlod of 14 years until 1975, In fact, long before this
cleared him of the crimes of which he had n suspected, Nevertheless, & to enjoy
the solitary life, sided by the genesosity of varions hut owners. His prese ot appreciated
by all and it was alleged by some that his skill #s a locksmith gave him access to ac w\lnh-d.u on
and supplies beyond those actually offered. His retum to Jersey was precipitated by his b
aceused of bumning down the ‘Trent hut on La Maitre lle and, despite acquittal by the Court, he
never returned.

In the Jast yenss of the 19th century, the eéxpansion of Jeisure time gave rise o increasing
recreational nse of the islands. R R. Lempriére of Rosel Manor was one of th huts
parely for holiday purposes and his daughter, Yvonne, eventually came (0 own & |:u K pro
tion of all the i The Tre v, which had made its fortune in foundir
the Chemists, acquired the lease of La Matre le. '\Ilhnu;,h then, Je
family fortune, was too fll to enjoy the short sea trip, his family made extensive use of the i
during the summer months,

he end of the 20th century, recreational use far exceeds fishing as the principal activity on
Les Ecréhous, During summer weekends, the islands are often crowded with visiting yachts, not
only from Jersey but from the new marinas on the adjacent French coast. Nevertheless, there is
still peace in which to admire the breathtaking scene ) relax away from the cares of th
busier world such a short distance away. In this modern age, ife of pure implicity; most of
the huts make few concessions to 20th- or 2st-century progre ssibly the words most evoca
tive of a stay on the islands were written by Captain RJ.B. Bolitho.

What bappy mes we have of the children - excited
abaut the pools and sands at ow water cate




s and golden sands ... hundreds of terns, f and
many many oyster- ers. As the tide rose the fishermen would r om tending
their lobster-poty and wait in their lile boats for the moment when there was enough
water to moor. The birds driven by the incoming tide on the higher rocks, and
hold long and noisy committee and general meeting H ] their talkings
The sun sets aver Sark (20 miles away) painting the sea and sky. Blue, purple and green,
red and gold mingle with the blackness of the rocl

At high water the sea is very close and a mighty tide rushes towards the north, pour-
ing over the rocks in eddies of foam. We try for bass:

The coming of night seems each evening a stupendous act. Completely does the
scene change. It's the enormous amount of moving water 50 near to one that is so impres
sive. And so to bed. But before sleep there is the eerie noise of little avalanches of pebbles
on the steep beach, This continues all night after the tide has gone down, when the peb-
bles are drying. A sound just as if alking - and it could only be a ghost.

At dawn the tide is coming in, quickly brimming into pool after pool. From the wir
dow close 1o my pillow I can remember mother temn (not 10 feet away) bringing a succes
sion of sand-cels to her babies. Then there are families of oyster-cal to be tended,
also rock pipits busy about getting breakfast. A couple of herons paddle sedately and with
startling strike end the life of some little fish.

The sun rises over the coast of France. Carteret light ceases its friendly flashes. W
busy. Boiling water, making tea, breakfast, then fishing for mullet off th

ater. The tide goes down, house work to be done, bathing, boats t
gear to be got ready. Two houry before low water we set forth with hooks and gaffs, nets
and baskets, across the racks and pools perhaps a mile or more (o search out lobsters
congereels fram their holes, many of which we have known for years, One by one we
raggle back to the house sometimes proud of our catch, happy and perhaps a little tired,
each anxiaus to tell of the exploits and excitements of the day. No one listens.

For those with time to tarry, Les Ecréhous remains one of St Martin's magic places




The Churches

THE PARISH CHURCH

To fudge from the number of chapels it of s ) s the mo

religions parish in the Island. As well t

, the chapels of & herine in St Ci
the lonely chapel at Les Ecré it Falde
ret ol Rozel, St Etienne at La Quér J Fontaine St Julien bubbled by the
toadside, St Medard, and the Chapel of Sire Auguste Baudains. Each Sunday morning Mass was
id at no fewer than 13 altars » Paris

This plethorn of cf d back to 911, when the Normans d Chistianity, The
kights who had seized the north-east comer of Jersey built stone chapels on their estates. Today
e only survivors of these medieval times wre

the Parish Church, the

and the unused crypts

worshippers

St Martin’s Pary
sidered the r
Its endowment was

and many of its Rectors were Deans. The
most powerful of all was Dean Mabon (1514
43}, who for 8 time was Dailiff as well as Dean
He made & pilgrimage to the Holy Land and
when he returmed built 2 Chapel of the Holy
Sepulchre ot La Hougue Bie.

‘The church still stands at the very heart of
panish life, as it has for the who! the past
millennium, The first known record of it i from

achar 042 in which William, Duke of N y + Will he Conquere

England) grant Abbey in France ‘the C! ) Old in the isle

g ¢

e

ity lands and a third tithe of grain’. Tithes woul d if the church were alr

ablished as the Parish and, , it were already co

centuries the ori;

chancel, grew into the building we have toda
impossible to date with certainty the varions

First the nave was added to the west, and a ¢
the shape of a cross. Then the tower (without a spire] was built
was replaced by a stone vault. The 14th century saw the s
the South Chapel [now the Lady Chapel) added. In the next century the
the present building was almost comple
was started early in the 16th century by Dea
it was finished. Eventually - after a th
ens who felt it disfigured the church - it was finished to &

red up and

s built and

and used to house the militia cannons. More recer the cannons had been removed to the

parish arsenil, the Mabon exter

ame the present.day organ chamber and vestry.

The Reformation m a huge impact. Balleine clain 10 church In the Island s
fewer traces of the old worship, with altar glass wi: d images all being

away, All the seats were wirned to fac
parish school. The account book for 1582 beging with the entry: ‘Paid to Edward Ba
sundry missians for the building of the spire, 4 nobles nineteen groats’, However,

el was boarded off to become

udain:
mot be

sure that this was the date of the building of the original spire. or the rebuilding of it after it was

struck by lightning,

However, this spire did not have a long life. In 1616, on a Sunday
morming as the people were going into church, it was struck by lightning
and broke offin the middle. Not surprisingly, it caused widespread panic,
It was taken as a sign that God's wrath was about to smite nd, as
it was written: ‘Judgement must begin at the Howse of God.” The spire

as rebuilt two years later. In 1837 it was again destroyed by lightning,

but, when it was rebuilt this time, a lightning conducto

A walk around the outside of the church helps us to understand the
various stages the building has gone through.
has more butiresses than St Martin’s. They are numerous, sor
pointed tops, some with flat slopes, with three or four levels, diffe

tours, all telling the
of the time, Two of the buttresses beas the d

were added to stop the stane roof pushing down the north nave wall,
Various lintels and bl d up doorways and windows alao give away
the secrets of time. In 1794 the Feclesi al Court guve permission to




ck two doors, since the church had four de
tood at, waiting the collection, many ¥ m stipped out
Prior to 1550 and the Reformation, the Church is Vas er French chure
and a part of the Roman Catholic Church. It was b iefly attached (14979) to the Dioce
Salisbury in England, but was given by a Papal Bull on St Valenti 1499 10 the Dioc
sciation which remains to this day. After the Reformation
the Church of England sh Crown appointme
t o introduce the English prayer book in 1620 failed
banned. However, at the Restoration of the Monarch o
not prayer book was replaced with a French translation of the B
~ the last service in French at St Martin's a Communion se

Twice during the 19th century extensive res tions 142 the Rector ap

proached the I re the church from the Calvin assumed @
Reformation, The Parish agreed - after two Assemblies, thre
as dismantled and removed after nearly 300 yeurs inside
the church, & with a cort lein g snce again under the
east window. The old granite s taken up and placed outside, running west
from the main door, and were replace les. U 5 ] und the smiling h
ol a girl saint (now in the Je ly knocked off duning
the Reformation. This could have been part of ¢ ght figures which
stood proudly atop the pillars on the spire. At this time the first of the
stuined-glass windows was put in place
L0 J f problem of inance
was pard d k notes, a popular
practice in those days. The bank ne 5 are still in the safe
at the Public Hall The walls were repointe & f & uniform desig
were placed in the chy he west gallery was removed, and  font was
placed near the west door, The Seigneur de Rosel undertook the entire
restoration of the chaacel at his own expense, providing the beautiful
reredos, priests’ and choir stalls, communion rai and the east window,
a font and a lectern. In 1851 & new o
behind the choir and it is still in use today, A few years later the instal
tion of the remainder of the lovely stained-glass windows began, and
these have become the Parish Ch X ¢ glory. Todiy oaly one
window has clear glass and this is & area. This window has a
rounded top and may have beea par > transepd, making it the oid
est window in (he building, The outside ve me is similar o
style
Much more restoration and renovation i«
tury, In 1939 the paraffin lamps were reg
Lady Trent gave the wonderful statue of St Mastin, an ancient wooden

e found in the South of France,
urch's patron saint dividin

clouk to share with a beggar, Other works at
this time included the establishment of a Lady
chiapel; moving the pulpit from the south to the
north side of the church; the removal of some
pews, and the installation of the treasury, di
nated by surve Stznley De La Haye and
_John Richard, to show off the church sitver. Thi
sllver includes

pes however
cary the inscription Ia Paroisse
de Saint Martin'

A wine cup, five

10 silver marks.

A wine eup messuring fiv

inches bigh, with no sdver marks, but

4 band and three drop parterns an

inscribed ‘Lorrans Baudaing'. This

Lorruns Baudsing wae born about

od ko 1611
cup measiting sevea and a half inches high, with the maker's mark LG, (the Jerscy

mitker) and inscribied ‘Don de Mr. Abraham Horman a l'eglise de St Martin 3 Jers 7'
At the same time other works were carried out including the refurbishunent of some of the win-
dows which were beginning 1o show the ravages of time.

The lovely church we have today, the oldest building in the Pasish, continues to be a lasting
testament to the faith which has survived the past two millennia since the birth of Christ. May
continue to bear witness in the coming millennium, not just to the faith of past generations but
also to the benefits that faith has brought In helping to order the society which we so richly enjoy,
and upon which our Island is so proudly established.

ST MARTIN'S CHURCH, GOURAY

In the early 19th century Gorey was the base for a large and thriving oyster-fishing industry, The
immigrant seasanal workforce it employed canie mainly from E 1, and every year from
October to May, fishermen and the women who packed for export arrived in St Martin. When
these people winted to wosship they trudged the two miles up the hill from Gorey on the rather
rough and doubtless muddy road nd the Parish Church, only to find that the service was in
French and 1o them unintelligible




Their plight prompeed the Licute -Gon room in Mont Orgueil Castle
in which divine services could be held. This room proved much too small for the numbers who
wished to attend. It was decided to build a chapel in € z 1 estimated cost of £845, to

commadate the spiritual needs of 2 orke 3 ¢ of the local
peaple. Seating was 10 be for 600, with 300 free pews and ‘the rest let for the be;
chaplain and the clerk, both of whom shall be appointed by the Rector Martin's'

Building of the chapel began on 19 June 1832 when the Lieutenant Governor laid the foun
dation stone on land donated by the Asplet family. The final cost was £800, paid for entirely by
voluntary contributions from ull over the Channel Islands. On 12 October 1835 'St
Episcopal Chapel of Fase' was consecrated by the Bishop of Winchester

The attached vicarage was built in 1898 as plans were finalised 10 make y
dated Chiapelry’, This came about in 1900 and thus G “hapel was granted its own vicar and
independence from the Parish Church. The Ecclesinstical District was created from parts of St
e parishes with a coastal boundary from Anne Port to Fort William and
inland westwards as far as UAbri Farm.

Fram its establishment, this fine open-plan and airy & ; a thriving church and
the spiritaal b ¥ se, but also for the
residents of the Tidustrial School at Haut de la Garenne and the Navs e ining establish-
ment at Cadet House,

5 Crnenes

y, I 1077, for various re sate parochial status was removed and a prie
charge was appointed from the the retired ¢ mation which continues. It ks still
thriving church and the church buil 1e vill

il serves, 4 navigation aid, spirit

ST MARTIN OF TOURS

Sixteen hundred years after his death, St Martin of Tours - the soldier who became & holy man
and her still exerts a groat and profound infl k stian faith and spirituality of
the Church tods

The Patron Saint of the Parish Church was & remarkable man, a greatly revered saint known
s the father of French monasticism and also the evangeliser of Gaul. Despite living all those years

great deal more about his life and wotk tha
anks to a rather effusive and flowery biography by Severus Serbicus,
remembered best for one deed ~ in his case, the cutting of his cloak in half to assist a
ore to his life than splittng a cloak with his sword.

St Martin was bom in 816 in Pannonia (Hungary), the son of a pagan Roman soldier, and
was brought up in Pavia, Italy, Because he was & sol conscripted into the Roman
army and, as a young officer at Amiens in France, he gave s cloak to a naked beggar. That
night in a dream, Christ appeared to him wearing the half-clo urtin had given away and soon

1s he was baptised. In 339 he refused to fight saying. ‘I ar Idier. 1 am not
fight.' Accused dice, he offered 1o stand unanmed be n the opposing battle
lines but, instead, was g s discharge

Martin then lived for some time in Ialy and Dalmatia, coming under the influe
Hilary of Poitiess. This encouraged Martin to live as a recluse on an island for a time, Muc
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Chistian life was spent in a monastic s
him, and othe tated with him, to found man

In 360 Martin was ordained descon and he b
sest of his lfe as a deacon, priest and bishop. He minis

v arbitrated in the doctrinal du,nm which

er and wonder

One of the Imlr known . was of e ous benefit to th
the printing press was invent
this was done in capital letters which was a slow and painstaking proc
cursive {joined-up) script which speeded up the process considerably and 3
to be produced.

Martin was consecrated Bi Tours, 7 i L 5 & monk
nearby Marmoutier where anoth I a8 established. Howe espite his nbvious
liking and need for the solitary if s & Bishop were marked b sive travels to the
remotest corners of his diocese, am! beyond, ¢ , by donkey and by water. He died at Cande
near Toury, on 8 No I:IlJll

St Mantin cales . our given 1o only saints; the
firet, 4 July, s the date of his and the n of his mortal r rs Cathe
dral, and the second, 11 No i

There are, of course, three churchies dedicated to St Martin in the | , the h Church,
St Mastin de Grouville and St Martin, Gouray

THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH

In the early part of the 1th century the spiritual needs of 550 Catholics living in and around St
Mairtin were to all intents and purposes ignored
Mast of these people lived too far from the Catholic (hnpﬂ in S¢ Helier to make attendance
there a possibility, It was at least five mile: y anl the ed a walk of ahall or even
g each way to reach it Together with a service which was one, or even one and a half
most of the country working folk found the time required too great,
In u letter pleading for the establishment of an afficial Catholic mi;
0 French Catholics wrote to the Bishop of Southwark in 1851

What shall be suid of the domestic servants who m o most of the

in the Country? Their plight is even more pa afil, Their non-Cathotic mastess, full of

misguided good-will, would ssy to them: “There (s & chapel not far fro bere. Go th if
i wish, but we cannot really allow you to have any more time off.” There is also a great

difficulty sions, communsons, and fetching & § it All this br

barmful results for ()u lifee of the Church in this area, and the ( y souls

sters. A there ure no churches th b sses where they
th, money and their souls, and bring misery on their fami

A .

HOTRE DAKE DEST MABTIR

1t ended:

Herewid ¢ Lord, is a short sketch of the evil caused by the absen
Catholic Chapel has been built here uniting all the Catholics. Everytt
u considerable ution aleeady extss. All that we ask you &
who will reme

The Irish Cath Jersey to build St Catherine’s Bre:
~ realised their situation as soon as !h e .\m»rr‘ Their petition went off at the same tine
Between 1847 und 1855, Catholic services were held in St Martin, organised by Father E.
Hallum who had arrived in Jersey from Bordeaux to convalesce in the gentle climate and
He stayed with Mr. Philip Falle al Car i srande Route de Faldouet. He d: l
what he could to minister to the Catholic flock in the east of the Istand by building a small chapel,
called Notre Dame de St Martin, and a school next door to Carteret v, annd he worked there
in an unofficial capacity for eight years.
Father Hallum wrote his own report which accompanied the two petitions to Bishop
of Southwark. He knew that the two town Catholic clergymen appased the establishment of a
Catholic chapel in St Mastin because they believed it would adversely affect their own congr
ons. He said:

Maost of the Catholics living i the country ure daily farmers, all of
much money to give to the town churches. The ofher consid
that Catholics in th t all. Some have not been
years. Ex -ldnnd, wh--lhn they be Catholic or Pro
he rea) peoblem w with i one of selfi
of the prople as a whole. Why should & co
rificed | of two tndividnals, Le. ¢




When Father Hallum left in Apsil 1855, he w ain to Bishop Grant. However,

year kuter there was still no replacement for him in St Mastin, and his chapel was not ux
1856 another petition was sent - this time to the French Emperor, Napoleon 111 - explaining how
the needs of French Catholics were being od in the east of the Island. This time there was
action, and the petition was sent from Napoleon to the Bishop of Paris and on to Bishop Grant in
Southwark. One can only guess at the correspondence that went with it. In the autamn of 185
Father Joseph Guiramand was named ag priest-in-charge of the Catholic Mission of Our Lady of
St Martin,

He was 65 and, although advanced in years, indomitable in spirit. F a¢ & former chaplain
to the French srmy, and & Knight of the Leggon of Honour. To begin with he lodged st 10 Duhamel

t Helier, but life must have been almost impossible for the poor priest making the long
ney to St Martin,

1857 he was living in St Martin, and on 2 May he was able to report that work w
starting to renovate Father Hallum's Chapel. On 6 September 1857, the chapel was blessed, and
became a meeting pla again, Kly, I ie (oo small for
the growing congregation, and in order to raise money o build a church, Father Guiramand went
to France to for the ne y funds

His many appeals were successful, and the new church was built
1863. It way dedicated to Qur Lady of the Annunciation and Martyrs ¢
which stands today, but its name has been shortened for simplicity. The
ave been dropped from the name, but have not been forgotten. They were a group of Christians

e second half of the 16th century, only

on when they a
wak pl 7, when
crucified. Later, many thousands suffer

attempted to extinguish the Christian fail 250 yeu

Japanese. The first pers
altar boys, we
t, torture and death

later, C

to Japan, they found that thousand ¥ ns had mar

the difficalties. Two ht original martyrs were

tified by Pope Pius IX in 1862

i was against this background that the new ¢ 1 in S¢ Martin was named

Ihe new Catholic Church was very » sful but I

man. As his strength ebbed, the Mis

canse wnd children were sent o Prof

of heresy’. Father Guiramand was still working
The French Obla

Catholic scl vhich flourished
came when u gallery h

French Oblates stayed until 1960 when, with

inglish now the predominant language, the
Oblates of the Anglo-Irish province came to St
Martin.

It had become necessary to open a Mass
centre at Gorey i 1903 and 50 years fater, on
20 Decamber 1953, a new church, called Our
Lady of the Assumption, was opened in Gorey
Village on the site of an old cinema.

The graveyard at St Martin's Catholic
Church contains the remains of & celebrity - said
ta be no less than the grandson of Bonnie Prince
Charlie, Charles Edward Stuart. He died while
liv St M L and while he
clamed to have royal ancestry, the case sppears
10 be far from proves

In 1997, the last of the Anglo-Trish Oblates
in Jersey died suddenly and tragically, The

riest has been a member of
rismouth. In
Church in St Martin has

ather r by now, an old
ol attacke
, they became th




THE METHODIST CHURCH

Methodism came to the C d ! d Jobn and €
began thedr work, which resulte the founding of th “hurch, in the United King
dom in 1738. However, it took 36 years for their new r 3 the | h Channel and
¢ root in the islands
The season for this was fairly simple. There were few socfal or commercial communications
between Fagland and the islands. Not only was the sea a great barrier but the language p
be a further impediment to comn stion, The only slar travellers between th
England were agests of the government and contingents of HM. Forces, Jorsey did, ho
have strong business links with Newfoundland. I a fleet of 27 locally-built ship
Cape Cod. The main commercial interest was the cod-fishing but the transport of seitlers o the
aspé Coast was alo of some importan
1n order to minister to these se
eal of these early Methe
Sueur. He had set up a business in N
and curing cod. When he rel p v he brought with him news of the
Methodists. His message stimulated great interest, und a band of M ists establishe
not without risks. It was necessary for those interested
for the per ssenters’ became a popular pastime: Ea cords re
veal that the Constuble of Trinity had instructes Parish officials to 'do as you like to the Meth
adists, provided you do not kill them’.

met John We
on many of his journeys.

The language of the time was, of cousse, Frenc! not casy for an English-speaking
man to put his message across effectively. There y reacher with
knowledge of French be sent to the Island, and this resulted in Wesley surveying his band of
followers and deciding 1o send Brackenbury. The year was 1784 and for the first time the name of
Robert Carr Brackenbury sppeared in the official minutes of Conference, and Jersey was listed at
the end of the Stations, being described - with America - asa s £

Pierre Le Sueur came under Brackenbury's influence and soon meetings were held in secret
in St Helier. As a result of these early enthusiasts, the first chapel was bought by Le Sucur at
Havre des Pas. It was a disused Roman Catholic chapel and scon the congregation outgrew the
building.

The work spread throughout the Island and Jean do Quetteville, a farmer's son born in the
parish of St Martin, decided to concentrate on the people
note that de Quetteville had been educated at Winchester, where hi ad sent him as a
boarder, and it was there that he heard the Methodists described as c Although

ceply impressed by their earnestness,
und on his return became involved with the early religious revival. The first M list services
arranged by de Quetteville were held in the courtyard of u house near the Parish Church of St
Magtin
It was some years before a purpose-built chapel was & building
halding 250-300 people was built where Ash Cottage now stands, Ash Coltage is t the entrance
to the road where the present chapel Is situaled. Tt soon became evident that a bigger buildin
needed and a new church was built an the present site in 1851 st £770 and its }x))m?ﬂn'n‘
meant that by 1891 the chapel was lengthened by about twenty feet. The chiape! keeper's house
and the Sunday School were later additions.
time Jersey Methodism was divided into the Enylish speaking and the French-speak-
ing circuit. St Martin was put of the latter and the beautifully inscribed Ten Cnmm.‘mdmn!ﬂl‘s and
texts behind the pulpit are a reminder of that period. Much has changed over the vears and there
are anly & token number of French services held 1oday: It is interesting to note that when, in 1787,
John Wesley was planning to visit the islands, it was suggested he wauld do better to preach in
French, however inaccurately, than o try to preach in English!
The St Martin Methodist Chur ves the needs of the community, as it has done since the
foundation stone was laid in 185 d is & reminder of the early Method
persecution to worship God in the manner of theit choosing.




Trin Cruncies

This traditional une
rian, Christopher Aut
o with sanctuary pa > et & d's royal mills,
He said.

They can be trae
heirs.
Perqu

but, presumsbly, followed the stream and cro
‘Abbesse de Caen into $t Catherine's Valley, where It is picked up again after ¢
ence with the stream from R Manor. By v the confluence, the stream separas
Les Landes Methodist Church was opened as a Bible Christian Cha ! Communes of the Fief du Roi and the Fief de Rozel, The Perquage r
1882, It was then & flourishing cause which had been started by Mr. John Cory and Mr. Thomas planque of the Maulin de la Perrelie and d to the aca.

\ . 9 & Only two mf re ot nold o
Trégeagle, two preachers from St Helier. They held open-air services m Sl ave khowyt v i siebukiy it ot som e i

Py h | fief mill) on the b
at first and, when the weather was to harrowed a roor < % Fief de Rozel

longer exists) beside Archirond m a study of the Island’s Perqu "
congregation in the cottage and they had 1o wait for the tide to recede before th T t Crown Mills. Some mills were Crown.owned and others [n private ownerabip can be

and go home! Fortunately & permasent s nd when Mrs, Pallot, the mother of Mis : in grants from the Crown. Le Moulin de s Pes
Marion Pallot of Les Landes House, who was thy day St and day school teacher, offered few exceptions. Howsver, due (o the Frequent re-granting of the Fief
» parcel of land for a church building. She also gifted the adjoining schoolsoom site for their use e [k g b il oo in the then all powerful ¢
a while Philip Le Gresley was the organist and, after day school, he would rehearse the e e R T ot e
children at St Agatha where he lived with his parents. Mis. Le Gresley would provid before Mr. Aubin admits that the milling connection might seem less romantic than the idea
the choir practised their ‘action song; sanctuary paths. But for the day-lo-day lives of our Jersey ancestors, who were in the vast majority
Over the years the small churches suffered a natural decline, and in March 1971 it was an- law-abiding, milling way doubtless more important
nounced that Les Landes Mathodist Chapel was to close and be offered for sale. Mr. and Mrs But Mr. Aubin's research has uncovered the story of one habitual medieval crin
Ransom bought it and transformed it into @ family home. Mastin, Thomas Le Seelleur claimed sunctuary
ay the people called Methodist in the Parish of St Martin work with their fellow Chris in the Pansh Church in 1546, He did not, how-
tians in the Anglican and Roman Catholic Churches, which is a far cry fram the days when th ever, escape the gallows by walking down the
were a persecuted people. 3 perquage o a boat wailing to take him to Nor
mandy, Previously, having confessed his guilt
to theft, Thomas had been sentenced to be
THE ST MARTIN PERQUAGE banged 00 29 October 1534, He was fucky, and
It has Jong been populasly understood that the perquage paths in Jersey were sanctuary paths, ave & In touble again i Janu-
offering the opportunity ape to medieval criminals who could use them to pass unmolested y 154
from the Parish Church 1o the se Church. Even though guards were posted Tho
It was believed that any criminal who could reach the safety of a church w be safe for mas escaped, but later gave himsell up to the

med sanchuary in St Martin's

Ny at he could Tance authorities and surrendered hin right to "4 7 asdal feguge pach lad fre
! e S Catherne, ooy the i of L Porolle A
1g criminals to deport themsely sancin L)




St MARTIN, JE

A wayward character, Thomas was agein in trouble in June 3 for cattle rustling. Again he

as sentenced to be hanged. The eternal dangers threatening his soul were enough to convince

Thomas to admit to having falsely accused Charles F mond Bertran of the deed. The

Court decided to make him an example to others. It orde hat Thomas le Seelleur be hanged

till he was dead and that thereafter his body be left hanging till it rot without being given burial
His name disappeared from the records, so it

Whoever said that the Victorians could not regard a sense of humour as being compatible
with religion had not read this tender advice from St Martin’s Parish Magazine of April 189

THE HOUSEWIFE'S CORNER - How to ‘cook’ a husband.

A good many husbands are spoiled i the cooking. Some wives blow them up as if they
vere bindders. Others keep them constantly in hot water; others let them fr by their
carelessness and indifference. Some keep them in a stew of irritating ways and words
Others roast them. Some keep them in pickle all their lives. Instead of doing this make, O
wife, a clear, steady fire ont of love, neatness, and cheerfulness.

Sit your husband as near this as seems to agree with him. If he sputters and fizzes do not be
anxious; some husbands do this until they are quite done. Add a little sugar in the form of
kisses, but no vinegar or pepper on any account. Spice must be used with great care. Do
not stick any sharp instrument into him to see if he is t ng tender. Stir him gently
occasionally, lest he lie o flat and close to the ketde a become useless. Cooked in
this way you will find him very digestible, agrecing nicely with you and the children

During the intervening 100 years, the arrival of feminism has reduced the position of the husband
from what could be described as a felicitous ideal!

copyright Parish of St |




The Militia

Because of the ens ficatic weil, the Parish of St Martin often play
a major role in the devel sral evolution of thi
force very much reflects the hi: X ot in England's
quarrels.

There is litde doubt that the roots of the Militia coincide with the
created for keeping the peace, It wa
locality were bound, as quoted fr
“The centaniers and dixe s di & in time of peace
leading the people of thes war and commanding the
Count’,

The first reference to a formal mil anisation for the Island appears t be the arran,
ments made in 1331 for placing the whole force found in the Island under command of the
S ur de Haubert, de Carteret. This lered by some as the founding of the Mi i
of the garrison at Gorey at this time include d St Martinais names as Am
Messervy, Nicolle and Pallot; all these name till found in the Parish toda

After the separation from mainland Normandy, Jersey became vital 1o the
a safe staging port on the line of communications to the remaining Plantagenet continental de-
pendencies of Anjou and Aquitaine. The castle at Gorey was built because of this

Whether the Island was in & state of war or peace depended upon the dukes and kings to
whom allegiance was owed. It wes very much in the front lise of military activity, and was open
to rakds and invasions from the French coast. In 1339 we read that

Jerseymen appealed to England for protection .. bus the King had many difficultios and &

hortage of money ... and considered their duty done in providing 120 me ect the
castle, if larges force wore needad the inhabltants mnst help the de W i for the
subvation of them nad th goods’

Jersey ships and Jersey men took part in privateering up and down the coast, an activity for
which the men of St Malo and Hurfleur were equally notorious, and it is evident that the role of
the Islanders was not merely defensive. In 1377, when France and Castile renewsd their alliance,
they inc e re declaration of intent: 'As England uscs the islands as a base for
raids upon Brittany they should be entirely depopulat house destroyed, & tree cut
down and nothing left but blacken;

In all these activities the Jersey le
accession of Henry V1 with the grantin

of the
t the

game. Edwar ouls X1 agreed in 1480
that the islands should b

molestation wh b air
sight. This agreement ced by the is
sue of a Papal Bull by roviding
for both spirimal and materia Hies: *Sen
of anathema and ation (with
cation of goods) on all who commit such
sight of them
e can reach.”
e Frer under Cap
tain Francis Breuil (de B; out of S¢ Mal
where they made a landing at Bouley
Bay but were beaten back to their ship ardin d'Olivet. It is believed that this
is where the Island’; a [ ition for the first time.
re of conflicts in Europe. In France the Edict of St
Maor in 1568 banished all Hugienot ministers and made refu 0 0 d not subscribe
to the supremacy of Rome. The influx of g
trade,
At the dme of the Spanish Armada in 1588 the accounts of Edwird Payne, the Connétable of
St Martin, roveal that the sum of 16 & was paid to one Jean Faultrat, who was a member of a

proposed invasion. In the same sccounts money was also allocated for powder and lead
muskeceers of the Parish and alvo for two silver flasks as prizes for their targe

Much of what we know about our Militia in Tudor times is found in the corresponden
Sir Waltee Raleigh who was appointed Govemor in 1600, An Act of the St before Rale
arvival, revealed that the Royal castles had lacked for maintenance. Th es announced: ‘Our
duty lies in putting our efforts and skill to defend the fortres Jean Perrin, Seigneur of Rozel,
to have oversight of Mont Orgueil with twelve men above the normal garrison'

ssed the strategic requirements 's defence. He had
comie, in the interests of e ntent wpon demolishing
its stately architecture and commanding position that he determined to »p




Raleigh also quickly assessed the details of Jersey's defence, and made it compulsory for the
loeal people o undertake service of ‘watch and ward', the basis of militia service, in the Corps de
Garde. This guard of 12 local men kept the watch each night, receaving subsistence of s, 6d
each quarter for their trouble, He abolished this practice, putting i salaried troops, dnd
demolished the guard house outside the gates which had apparently me misused by all sorts
and was even used as a butcher's shop

We know that in 1602 a Spanish fleet of 10 galleons, destined for the Low Countries with
6,000 troops on board, threatened to capture the islands en route. The Militia was mustered and
stood to with Jean Perrin, Seigneur of Rosel, in comumand of the troops of St Martin and St Saviour
We knaw too that at this time the system of watch and ward s were erected
and bulwarks repuired. We can only surmise the trouble and strifie that these alarms cavsed amongst
the people.

Amongst the precautions taken by the States at this time was an instruction that the Connétahles
of St Martin, Trinity and Grouville should pay towatds the repair and maintenance of cannan at
Bouley Bay which were 1o be manned by me of those parishes and al
and Captains of each parish were 1o camry out inspections of all
@ assist the arquebusiers and act as powder monkeys for them

The report of commissioners
upon the Idand's det

The $¢ Martin company under command of Captai
had “fire: weapons® and 126 ‘short weapans', Th
Hugh Lempriére of Trinity who mustered 230 men, 1t was re
ceedi ctive, bills having ly staves, no cuirs
An ordinance was issued by the King reimposing the anci
Y f Arms’, and mustering and training of th
the Genth Porters of the
were able to drill their
ployed by the Crown to ¢
Mont Orgueil is named
is & written order from the Govemor, Sir John Peyton, dated
smpany, which requires esch of them to

now thot the
the soldiers under your
for my View in the Pe
and welsh hooks into firewsapaas and piks
any of 100 soldiers, 15 Pikes

A result of th issioners’ report in 1622 the parish companies were re
three regiments: the West, North and East Regiments. Each had their own artillery equipment
under the command of the parish companiex

In 1625 it was ordered that:

Ordnance belonging ¢ o Part _ be filled and mounted, end
farnished with powder, bullets, match and linstock, for which the M
Orgued] will attend you ... and that you canse the Constables to st up e g

Winrd through the parishes of your Regtmes 1 with able men, and ab

Beacons

The Privy Council wrote to the Bailiff in 1626 with further directions

to muke retrenchements [€d and defences ut the Ialand w0 hinder the landin

enemy: these being by ancient custom 1 day’s work from every Bunily towards rep

Maont Orgueil. To mount such o watch of twelve Elanders ea ¢ at Elizabeth Castle as
mciently held before Mont Orgusil. The vl as chments ds and

witches wpon the avenues and landing places: and to arm the alanders ac

modern fashion of pak wites and bead ploces, ywords, muskets, rests und bando

iees, the abler at their awn cost, the povrer st public the wine tax

In 1643, when Civil War broke out between King and Parliament, Jersey was divided in its
alties ng ln the Island sided with Parliament out of fear that the King, who had ruled
without Parliament for 12 years, intended to reimpose the Catholic faith

massacres in France which accompanied suppression of the Huguenots. Sir Philippe de Carteret,

who was at this time both Bailiff and Lieatenant-Gover Arove to maintain & position of nevtr
but felt it w: s duty to secure the castles. Parllument despatched their own man, Major Ly




o oy Mifivis ot casyp,
in 1938 (Costery of Merice ensd

as Governor and ed the an S pe. Despite the fact that members of the de
Carteret family commanded 10 ve 12 companies, the Militia gave their suppost to Lydeat, but
Sir Philippe avoided capture, and his garrisons in Mont Orgueil and Elizabeth Castle, supplied by
Bboat from St Malo, were able 10 hold out.

In August of that year Sir Philippe died and his nephew Captain George de Carteret becume
Bailiff and Lisutenant-Governor. With this appointment Charles sent a letter in which he pledged
to ‘maintain the Protestant religion ta the island as in the days of Elizabetl’. With the benefit of
these assurances and an aversion (o rule by Eydeot, opinion moved again in favour of the King,
Seizing the moment, de Carteret raised a small force in St ) und, landing at Gorey, received
the submission of the local seig The Pardiamentary Governor had no powes without the
Militia and, realising this was lost, Lydcot fled to Guensey and so

Ou 30 January 1640, the King was exccuted by order of Parliament. On confirmation of his
death de Carteret ordered the proclamation of the 19-year-old Prince of Wi
sured that all public officials and every member of the Militia not only swore, but ak

allegiance

In September the you

who needed housing and hosting De Carterel moved of his e into

‘ort Charles at the other énd of the Island, and fo £ 1 penniless
oung King held ( o anned hi urn to the
throne. The K|

Jersey was soon at war aguin. France was now by far the most powerful nation in Earop
under direct control of a King who was a sincere Catholic with a vision of France styled in the
mode of Charlemagne and Saint Lois.

The effect in Jersey was again to bring the Island onto a war footing. Word from Paris sug

gested that Lous' first act would be the recovery of the Channel Islands (o the French crown.

s 4,000
foot and se well e ! i ] ence of the
Island.

mt that the gre
whose command Morgan had fought in the Netherlands, had dissuaded his government from
undertakin, on for 30 long as the Island was commanded by Sir Thomas,

ol of the parish artillery pieces under 4 central command for he sppointed » (
Artillery. These astillery pieces, robinets, mostly small bore, had been in the possession of the
parishes and maintained by them for many years ubtedly & man of abrasive
character, ‘very sharp and peremptory’. The Connétable of St Martin experienced this direct
approach when he protested at the s illegal i 2 and sale of 60 hogsheads of
cider at Mont Orgueil. The Governor thre +d that he 1d “lay him by th

The threat from France diminished, but the Militia undoubtedly benefited from the highly
professional attention applied to it. omas transformed the trained bands of the 12 parishes
into 27 companies, the West Regiment with nine, the North ten, and E ith eight. The whe
with a troop of horse of about sixty, consisted of about two and a half thousand, allowing 14 files
to each company. The Novthern Regiment, encompassing St Martin, was thesefore the lasgest

When William acceded to the throne, and James fled tw France, Jersey was once more an
outpost in war with France, Her privilege of neutrality — which had to some degree protected her
against blockade and allowed freedom to trade ~ was lost, William would not tolerate trading with
the enemy and issued & proclamation banning any wade in French products. Such & prohibition
naturally created a murket and, as the price of lead dilfered between the Island und the mainland,
a thriving hlack market was established on Les Ecréhous where men from Normandy and Jers

their trade. The Lieutenant-Governoy, & civilien and merchaat, was himself involved

and granted passes for movement. Indeed it is reported that the Connétable of
Grouville, a M of Militin, Charles Le Hardy, who had stopped a boat bound for the reef with
such & pass, had his commission revoked




The 16th century was one of much conflict in Earops ¢ protestant and repablic
gimes in the Low Countries allied through Willilam with protestant England in
averseas

In Jersey, the Code of 1771 shows that there were then four regiments of infantry,
. North, South-west and East, each with their own colonel, lieutenant-colanel,
The nambers of their captaing and subalterns varied with (he number of companies. Th
or 2nd Regiment was formed from the parishes of St Martin and Trinity and found eight com

each with a captain, lieutenant and ensign, and in addition a n and

entry into war with E wd in 1778 to support the American cok

rebellion, Jersey once more became « front line outpost. England’s response was again to liceose
privateering through Letters of Marque, and Jersey 1l advintage of such authority

In the 1781 invasion of Jersey, the 2nd, th Regiment would have been called out by the
alarm cannons being fired troughout the Island. Its precise part in the action is unclear but it is
interesting to read the account given by Licutenant- Colone] William Lemprigre, who commanded
the North Regiment. In a letter dated 13 February to his father Charles Lempriére, he wrote about
the part taken by his young + Thomas, who was shown in the list of casualties as an aide
de-camp, who suffered a i 1 in the Market Place:

The very instant that my brother heard that some of our troape were forming at
y join them. The 95th ent wis nol yet arrived
went at the desire of th manding officer of the 78th to hasten the n
Mattin's Division, who for want of orders had marched 1
re in those quarters. As a00q 83 he returned he found Major
h, to whom he offered his services. During the w
thit nction my brother kept near the Magor, and on horsebick, to be ready t
messages or orders. He was ealy two or three yards from the Major when
of the-action, which seerned to last but ten minute my broth
advanced almost s fax us the Pyramid, w0 end ur if possible 10 ascertain amidst th
noise and confusion, what that meant. And there he received a shot, which entered at the
vight shoulder and passed nesrly through the centre of
tars allow that be displayed marks of great courage but that he certainly ex
mure than prodence regaired

The Jetter also raises & matter of military nicety in a time of great formality in matters of
military proceduse:

Our Lieutenant-Governor gave out in public that the Militia were w0 put themselve

the command of the Regulars — which compolled the Colonels of Militia o resign, and
I b olation of our Militis had he very soon recalled

ders, on wh s reassumed thetr commands as before

It s also inteeesting to note his thoughts about the collection made amongst his collengues to
help the victims of the battle, The sum totalled 8,000 livres from which it was p: d that each
wiclow should have three louts d'or, with two for each child. The badly wound
Jouts while those with slight wounds three only.

The state of the Militia depended
General Don was in power from 1806 to 1814, Don w

he had commanded an infantry battalion in Jersey during Gordon's

pert in the technicalities ¢ s he who devel
infrastructure which remains part of our b
John Le Couteur already in place, since his appointment s Inspactor of 1 by General Gord

99. These two men wrou e Mil I and efficiency over the

the rank of Major-General and posted to Irel
Don had drill sheds built in every parish to ensure training could still be carried out even in
the most inclement weather; in St Martin the drill shed was on the site of the present Public Hall
He had found only one battalion which he considered fit for service and persuaded the §
2,400, He reported in November 1807 that in each parish a
of Militia now exercis § hours before divine service but this practice was
discontinued in 1
With the victory at Waterloo and the end of the war agai apoleon disarmament com
rmenced. The Jersey Naval Station at Gorey was discontinued and the garrison of regular troops
withdrawn from Mont Orguedl,
The Militia in peacetime tended towards the social rather than the martial arts. In Jersey there
continued « regular garrison, which not only brought welcome business to the comm
but also much social intercourse w the gentry. It was in London in 1831, supposed
table while paying his respects to the King o whomm he had been appainted ADC,
Couteur is said to have persuaded William [V to grant the tith: ‘Royal’ to the Militia in Jersey
Peace lasted but a short time. In France, revolution occurred in 1830 and tension was ralsed
in. Victorla Tower was constructed in 1837, soon after the Queen's accession. 1t wax ba
the Martello design, with & moat and drawbridge as opposed to a raised doorway and removable
steps, and was intended not only (0 cover Anne Port bay but also to deny enemy acce Mont
St Nicholas from which Mont Orgueil could have been threatened by enemy attackess
An 1840 report states: “The defence of this Island very materially depends upon the fine,
loyal, spinited and well organized militia." But most of their muskets were old and unserviceable
There were guns which were worn out and it was recommended that they be repla
La Quesne, writing in 1856, describes the Artillery in clear and glowing terms:
The Militia Artillery & a fine Corps, It consists of shx Batteries forming o force of twenty
four ning-pounders and eight hawitzess, The men are picked man (for the most part they
possess real property batteries sre by law attache oir respective regirnents bul
appear with them but are commanded by the Licot-Gi nor &8 A (egiment under
onel of Artillery, performing their m eavers as & body. The artillery is horsed, the
vice funds. The militin guns, from the reformation
h that
ed from the
it from the Government of now clothing new powder guns for
Arsenals built by the States,
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The science of w
capabilities of weapon: i e ®ing o
jron and then steel with resultant changes in ese advances impacted upon this Island

in the standards of isation and technical expertise demanded by the UK government in
return for the financial support v provided.

Queen Victoria's Dizmond Jubilee in 1397 saw the Militin represented by & con t
Empire parade in London. Contingenty from every comer of the Empire marched through the

capital demonstrating the wide variety of races and wch formed that common weal

Between the wars, there was in the Island, us in the UK, a belief that the spectre of war
been put to rest. In 1921 the Militia was reduced to a single regiment which re ived new colowrs
on 26 July 1925, the old colours & 2nd, or East, Regiment being laid up in St Martin Church
an2 August. In 1929, following the Government’s withdrawal of financial support, service in the
Militia ceased to be an obligation on all and became purely voluntary, resulting in a significant
reduction in strength 0 250 men.

With the rise of fascist forces in Germany, the Militia was ance again mobilised for the de-
fence of the Island. Following Dunkirk and the fal) of France in 1940 the Isdand was demili rised,
and virually the whole foree, 11 officers and 193 men, volunteered to serve in the British forces,
leaving the Island on the requisitioned potato boat 5.5, Hadder,

In the UK they formed the nucleus of 11th (Royal Militin Island of Jersey) Battalion of the
Hampshite Regiment under command of Lieutenant-Colonel HM. Vatcher M.C., TD. Men
from St Martin ncdduded Winter De Gruchy, later (o be le during the 195805, Ronald du
Feu, who last his life in the hostilities, Henri Whitel, and Clarence Whitley, Total losses of those
who left th and on 20 June were cight killed, xix wounded a

In 1946 1 the war the Jersey Militia was disbunded. Some
vice ended. Jerseyr ad not been subjected 1o N
wits bre e Sta ing reconstitntion of the Militia but this w
With this defeat those who supported the concept of reviving the Militia abandoned thelr cause




9. (Gowrtesy of The Lempriere Coll
m Church - at which the calours were laid up - appeared to

But 30 years later the Militia was reinstated. The UK government requested a contributic
from the Jersey government to help reduce the costs of the defence budget (o the tay ayer. The
States agreed to establish a Squadron of Royal Engineers as part of the Territorial Army at the
Islande: formed in October 1988, and the title of oyal Militia

sey” was approved by the Queen. The Militia provided a Royal Guard for her visit to
n 1989,

The role of the Squadron, oniginally that of a Field Squadron, was changed in December

1991 to that of support for the RAF Harrier force. Shortly afterwards the § quadron took over the

Centre converted for them by the States at La Collette and named after one of Jersey’s
famous: sons, Lieutenant-Colone! Ferdinand Le Quesne VC. The Squadron's new Honorary
Colonel was another of Jersey’s famous military commanders, General Sir John Wi y. He rose
to the very pinnacle of the British Army as Commander-in-Chief before ment in the last
decade of the 20th century. In 1995 the Squadron was granted Privilege by the States, an honour
designed to equate to the traditional Freedom of the City granted to units elsewhere.




The Municipality

THE PARISH ADMINISTRATION

urt for a three-year term

Casi

Connétable is suppor 0 sss du bien public who are e
sembly of principals and e e wnces end the running of |
These officer; lso § [l Royal Court and -
4 Comité Paroissial, & committee consisting of the Connétable, the the Rector,
the churchwatrdens, the Parish Deputy, and the three centeniers, These officers are not sworn in

a5 4 commitiee, but sery
The Parish alse Committee (Comité des Chemins), which consists of fi
officers: the Connétable, the t a Parish Assembly and

sworn in at the Royal Court (o serve & térm of office lasting three years, This committee is respon
sible for the upkeep of Parish by-roads, ensuring that the property cleaned and swept, and
resurfaced when necessary, and that the dritins are maintained and kept clean. The Roads Com
mittee is also responsible for the employment of roadswéepers; for the regular collection of refuse
and for the Visites du Branchage, These must be arranged twice a year in July and Se
trees must be cut by landowners or tenants to give a clearance of 12 feet over a road and
over s pavernent, the hedges must be cut and the cuttings cleared # The Roads Committee is
supported by the Roads Inspectors. Each vingtaine his two inspectors, giving a total of 10 for the
whole Panish. These officers are also elected at & Parish Assembly an worm in at the Roval
Court to serve m of three years In the past they were r wsible fo ilating and paying
the wages due to the rond-sweepers in their vingtaine, on behalf of the Roads Committee. They
e e £ were also responsible for reporting any road repairs which might be necessary, or problems with
i branchage. Today, however, the job of calculating the v suliesners, whan i
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nploy them, is done
in the administration mpls
upkeep of the roads

1 the Pansh Office
by the Roads C

The administration of th is based upom an ar

schedules for rates are sent out and have to be completed

month. Also in January, licer
shot-gun licences, A large number of driving
though this is not an annual event. In 1994 the

law was char

their driving test after that date must be renewed five

month, Sunday Trading Permits and Plac
February, March and April are busy

mittee sits on two or thr ening; h weck

In May the asessment notices are posted
to answer any queries parishioners ha
list is prepared and made availat
assessment notice, and have to be returs
financial year en

RUE pES LANDES
CP.BiLLoT

il
J WMESSERYY
P AKIER n.
A.LE COUTEUR,

15 This raadsis X i Lox Lavder Hi rvevisensy
rate those rospavell 'y 1o iy
bockione)

and the committee
on the assessment of thy
e sent out, usually with the

nd of June. On 31 May the Parish

furms for voting
The electoral Tist is
prepared and made available for inspection, and
the preparation of accounts takes place, re
h rish Assembly which is held
Also at this time the estima
posed requirements for the nex
are prepared. After the Assembly has fixe
mute for the current year the rate demands are

August and September the pay
ments are collected rding to the Rate Law
these must be paid within two months of the
rale being fixed. This is followed by the prepa
ration and printing of the rate &

In the past the callection of parish rates wis

the responsibility of the vingtenier and until re
25 one parish whose vingtenie

1ed this duty, In Octaober, the

in St Mastin sit for those who wish

1o perpetuate this tradition. Afler thig, parish rate

reminders & nt and a few s later names

of defaulters are sent to o collector and, if

ssary, taken 1o court

In November and December, the property schedule:
January.
These are the annoal tasks which muost
smonthly. There are other ma
fare claims, issuing firearms cortifi
honor ofice. There are also, from time o time,

semblies to b

to conside . requests for liquor licen t parish off

requining the decision of the principals (ratepayers} and
Assembly must be post h
minimum notice of 48 hours prior to the A

Every six yoars armangements must be n
members of the Rayal Coust visit the Parish to inspect the parish b
three or more matters upon which th
may be a tree which the admini da

Every three years there s un election for Members of the States
three years and for a Senator six years

As well as these con
the Parish proper

MARTIN'S PUBLIC HALL
In 1877 each of the parish
Parish Hall. In St Martin, a Pa
Hotel 1o consider this matter

The Assembly instructed the

Parish

be asked to give a judgement. For i

» brought d
oyl Court will make

when they came in, the Parish was not satisfied with the tenders it recelved, This wus &

obstacle, and 10 years passed before the Parish received an offer of £7.

towards the ¢

new building from the Rector of St Mastin, the Reverend Le Noveu, The money had beg;
by friends of St Martin's Church Sunday School towards the cost of the erection of 2 public hall
Schy

on the condition that the Sund; should be beld in it on Sun

mornings. As a vesult, St

Martin’s is the only parish to have a Public rather than a Parish Hall, although St Heller also

differs from the norm, having a Town Hall

New plans were drawn up by the architect, Hammond Rush, with an estimated
T'his scheme was eventually adopted, and the Public Hall w ilt. In the past 100 ye:

md extended several times
In April 1954, ander Constable Henry Ahier; a Parish /
the building to provide administ
term of office of Constable George Le )
offices and an office for the Connétabl
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18 = 87 e were then totally
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seation of the hall in 19
o Included thre

nilet facilitie

rooms. This time : cost £180,000
600 times more than the of building the
original hall. The ex

e ot of he Pl Hall The
by Mamen'sGardes Cte ally opened by the Bailifl of Jers

tssocaniim (w the P30
< end ehe kewp

mnday School in the 19th
in the Public Hal

e Conniable is responsible for the preparation of accounts which s
of the Parish and its incom expenditure for each financial year
Report of the Auditors to the Princi nd Electors of the Parish of St Martin
is also responsible for ke COUnting recor d, together with
bien public, “for safeguard f the Parish and hence for taking reasona
prevention and detection of fraud and ¢
Although much public expenditure is now centralised in
important and significant items that are funded through the
ends on 81 May and, for 1998/9, a total expenditure of over half a millio
The three largest tems of expe
£145,000, and general administrati
The responsibility for roads and prog
than the main roads, which sre maintained by the §
vision of the Comiité des Chemins which appoints inspectors in each vingtaine
Public Hall, among many other historic record: the minutes recording the activities of th
Comité well back into the last century, The responsibility for the collection of refuse costs the
Parish £45,000 per annum: taking empty bottles to the glass bin!
Parish Welfarg includes a number of responsibilities and much of the allocation of funds is
nts e ma ssist with nursing home
» the unemployed and w the ag
and infirm. However, able-bodied men seeking assissance may well find that they are required w
help with road meintenance work.

the Don Gruchy {the gift of Mrs. feanne Gruchy in 1848), w unded the Clos des Pauvre
field leased out, the income of which is added to welfure funds. These bequests are administered
as part of Charizé by the servallants (charchwardens), The suroeillants also administer the Tidsor,
which is the fund for church maintenance, and alsa pays the sexton and graveyard worker and
maintains the graveyards. The ‘H’ Trost, an anonymous bequest, which is admini by the
Cannétable and procureuss as trustees, provided the Parish's first sheltered housing

In recent years, a Sheltered Housing Fund has been set up to provide accammodation for
the elderly of the Parish. In the financial year 197778, £50.( injected into this fund. A plan
was devised to build additional housing adjacent to that already existin it Clos. Along
with the Housing Association, this is scen as a worthwhile enterprise to o nd provide for
parishios and to support the entity of the Parish as a commuity

Apart from rentals, bank interest and small receipts from 330 | fogs, 00 rs of un

permis de port d'arme (shotgun Ticence), and sale of danneles (road sweepings anctioned Lo far ax
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fertilizer), the bulk of parish expenditure is funded from the annual
schedules are distributed at the beginning of the year to every p
of their properties and partic ly any changes doring

ed by the committee of ‘Expert ee what they cc

value of the property. As a guide, they use States Housing Department rer
been an initiative to rationalise rates lsland-wide. The figure arrived at by the Exg

after making due allowance for repairs,
oceupier’s financial responsibs o
guartiers. The greatest ass ot at 223,947 as fe Arches Hotel, with Rosel Manor ir
second place ot 166,143, At the other seale, & number of people are charged at 60
quartiers, giving ri cha f£ garden, whick
propesties in neighbo stindividual property is an outhouse
Exréhous, assessed at 261 quartiers and liable to an annual rate of approximately £5.20

After the rating lists have been completed, it is the responsibility of the Connétable, advised
by the accountants to the Parish, the procureurs du bien public and othe s, to decide the

te per quartier to be recommended to the Parish Assembly. Each 1p of rate will pr

revenue of about £225.000 and it is usual try to equalise the actual annual charge, as

ible by transfers to and from re: s, The rate is set by the P. Assemnbly ally in July
of each year,

Were it nol for the huge amount of time and effort given unstintingly by the Honorary Police
and many others who serve the Parish on a voluntary and unremunerated
administration would be very much greater, The total administration of our community
2,300 electors and their familics is run by only three paid persormel. Parish Secr
Blampied has worked at the Public Hall for 16 years and | ce |
1994, when Clifford Robins retired. Her duties include all the day-to-day accounting; the Perish's

santants, Alex Picot & Co., only sttend annually to prepare accounts and badgets and to carry
out an audit, The procureurs du bien public are elected for a three year term and act as advisors
10 the Connétable on matters of financial policy; however, they are not involved in the routine
administration of accounts

The close contact which the purishioners have with parish administration through the
assemblies, the community feeling engendered by the many social events centred on the Public
Hall and the personal attention of the Connétable to parish welfare all make for a simple and
efficient administration. The fact that this is entrusied to a few dedicated employees, backed up by
many voluntary workers, ensures that parish funds are administered efficiently and without the
bureaucracy which has become notorious in many larger public bodics,

THE HONORARY POLICE

The stiry of the Honorary Police in St Martin naturally follows the development of §
y in more genernl terms. The definitive roots and origins of our pelice system are |

miste of time but some examination of those origins is appropriate to this short his
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For centuries the whole basis and structure of our parish society in
Jersey has rested upon the position of the Connétable for local adminis
tration, including most antly policing of the parish. The tde
Connétable itsslf probably originated in Roman times and was certainly
used in Charlemagne'’s Frankish administration

mes Stabuli was one of three princips of the

i
ol o stewsrd was responsib tration of the

yal household including the treasury
for provisionin Staduii for transport and the horses.

In time this role became one of military organisation and comman
s0 that by the 12th century the title had become used far more ¥
throughout Europe to de any pers o and
as the word ‘commander” is a3

But the role and res i ble date from earlier t than this. The
principle of Jocal collective obligation for communal security prevailed throughout Europe and
the arrangements made were similar in every land. Every man was enlisted at the age of puberty
into a social and military unit responsible for local protection against vagabonds and wandering
bands, ind for more general service in defence of the kingdom under the command of the Count.
The Assize of Arms laid down in st y Henry 11 in his continental lands as Count of Anjou by
which title he was hereditary Senechal of France, and of Touraine, and as Duke both of Aquitaine
and of Normandy, and later also in England, which required men to hold weapons and armeur
nccording to their rank, was a redefining of existing practice rather than any new policy decision

Throughouat Europe too, the peoples of a village or burgh were required to report to (he
Count's officers at quarterly Assemblies or ‘Assizes’ to show that their communal obligations for
care and maintenance of the land they tilled, and the ditches, puths, roads and bridges on those
lands, had been fulfilled, and also to report any who had offended against the Jaw. These reports,
Known as presentements, were made at the relevant court on behalf of the village by the Chief Pledge
and it is this role, undertaken in earliest days by different familics by rot, that has developed over
the centuries into the position of Connétable as the personification of the parish responsibiliGes
that remain in Jersey today.

As with all institutions, changes in practice and terminology occurred as time passed, bat in
Jersey the changes did not follow those in the Kingdom of England. When the King of France,
Philippe Auguste, deprived his vassal, John, King of England, of his Duchy of Normandy in 1204
the Chanuel Islands remained loyal to_John in a watershed decision which initiated our Island
mutonomy, and at the same time freed many vassals of their powerful overdords. It may be that the
term Connétable, as applied to the principal man of the Parish, was introduced in Jersey at this
time, as it was in England. There, in the expectation of invasion following the loss of Normandy,
at a council which met al Londoe in January 1205 under that great public servant Hubert Walter,
the whole kingdom was organised into one gigantic commune for home defence, ¢
Constables appolnted in every hundred and borot
preservation of the peace’,

- DA Dywse MR, Lr Coutie
(Visgrenier) ) (Pagimnior)
SJM. Porcked IB. Gersgln NG 14 Corny
) (Cratomirr)
(Pt Samsrt Med

The autonomy which acose from the sepasation fram 2 ndy is clearly demonatrated in
the fact that the Statute of Winchester of 1285 and the Justices of the Peace Act of 1361,
which formalised srrungements for law enforcement in England, ha e
divergence in practice between Jersey and the English realm bears exami

The Statute of Winchester, a milestone in the development of policing in England, reaffirmed
the principle of local responsibility for policing a district by seding out in statute thr
measures, ‘watch and ward’, “hue and ery’ and the ‘assize of army’. They first

tly watch at each gate of any walled town between sunset and sunrise for which all me
town were rostered by the Constable for regular duty. The ‘hue i any fugitive

N
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must be pursued by the whole population on pain of punishment, and the ‘assize of ar
quired every man from 15 to 60 to have ‘harness to ce', varying with rank fr

and arro > *h of each Hundred Court were 1o
make inspection of arms each half year

The Justices of the Peace Act gathered up elements of es xms, varying with location,
and cast them into & statutory mould common throughou ngdom, marking ¢ tion
England from the feudal means of peacekeeping stem based upon a working partnership
between the Justice and the Parish Constable.

While the Statte of Winchester i d to i . aforcement
Justices of the Peace Act tended to centrali ! system worked, under the
hand of the King by whom the Justices were appointed. The higher status of the Justices — the
were often Lords of the Manor to which the Constable made his presentems that the
Constable tended to become the Justice’s man’ and to act merely as his executive.

That these statutes were not applicable in Jersey does not mean that they did not reflect
Island life. The practices upon which the Statute of Winchester were based were of ancient origin
and being common throughout Europe would have existed also here.

The significant difference in_Jersey was that the position of Justice of the Peace was not put in
place. Whee in England the parish now took a diminishing role with increased emphasis upon
the Shire Court and centralised legal practices, here the administrative role of the parish bur
geoned, quite separate from feudal functions, and the position of Connétable evolved into one of
mor importance in the Island with a volce in the Assembly of the States

While the Connétable was the personification of his parish in all things, his policing role was
carried out on his behalf by his centeniers. As with the Connétable, the chromology of this
arrangement and the origin of the (tle are logt in time. It i however clear that the term is analo
gous with that of centurion in the Latin tongue, with its pedigree traceable in civil adminstration
w 500 sc, when Severus Tulllus, sixth King of the Romans, ransposed the militury organisation,
a ‘centurie’ ~ a company of 100 men commanded by a centarion ~ into the civil administration,
with his reorganisation of the Roman municipality into six classes each comprised of several
‘centuries’, each of which in war must provide 100 fighting men.

The title, if not the identical role, can be traced from Rome tunugh the romanised barbarian
tribes of northern Europe into the combined military and civil administration of Charlemagne’s
realm, of which Jersey wiss at least nominally a part, and of which we read in Le Hueron's
der Institutions Carolingiermes ‘The centeniers and dixeniers who dispensed justice o time of peace
in the centaines and dixaines into which the country was divided were alsa respoasible
ing the people of their jurisdiction 1o war and of commanc them under the control of the
Count." We also find in Wharton's Law Lecicon (1902} the centenier defined as: ‘Petty judges
under sheriffs of counties, that had rule of @ hundred and judged smaller matters among them.!

We know too fr >. Saunders Jersey before and after the Norman Ce if England that
the title was applied i Jersey at least from the time of Edward 11, for §

The Commissioners ... in July 1331 heard the Islands claio to their ancient nights & privi
Jeges ... It was decided that, st of a Provost as in former days, each Pacish Id be
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in the charge of 2 C y Centoniory and Vingteniers, and the whole of the
men placed unc e Seigneur de Hanbert, de Carteret

We can therefor confident that, whenever it was instituted in Jersey, the office was in-
tended to provide assistance to the Connétable in his command of the men of the Perish in
defence of the Iskand and enfarcement of law as is set out in the onth of their office.

The title of vingtenier can be tra ik ¢ same period, and constable's officers
were originally referred to as ‘sermente’ or ‘sworn men’ and comprised those individials who
were sworn a5 members of the ‘enditement” or jury of preliminary enquiry, which from the most
early times had attested (o matters of fact in local affairs. Le Quesne quotes from Le Geyt that the
procureur du rof could not commit » man to prison ‘sans ajoint ou soufissant endite’, He states
that records from 1574 indicate the number of sermentes lorming the endite was only aix, that
they heurd the evidence out of court and that the arvest was made upon their repert. Their polic:
ing role‘and limitations upon their jurisdiction, untl the law of 1974 swept away all commaon law
differences between renks, was defined clear Iy by the Loi Assemblées Parotssiales |1804) which stated

ey to

Esch Vingtenicr wichin his vingtuine and n the sbsence of the Connétable and C

- shall have the powes and be responsible to s kept the peace .. and have the right to
bet assisted by the Constable's Officers and ahall seizo distarbers of the peace and take
them to the Chief of Police of the Parish

Historical record specific to St Martin is relatively scarce; however, there are some fand
marks in the evolution of our patish police which must be recorded her During the Middle Ages
the principal place of imprisonment in the Island was Mont Orgueil Castle and it is said that it is
this which justifies the Crown upon the St Martin crest. Le Quesne describes how prisoners were
escorted from there to the Court House in St Helier by a guard of halberdiers whose duty it was
also t attend any floggings or executions. The halberdiers were all freel of St Martin,
Grouville or St Saviour, and in St Mastin every freeholder on the Queen's Fief was bound to
furnish a hall In St Martin the number was estimated at over one hundred, le Grouyille
and St Saviour together fonnd only thirty:




1 Don, th
d'offiee for
e with thos
a Royal Crown. The batons were introduced following
soldiers sent to support the Connétable failed to recognise the centeniers at the scené of the
e and took them for members of th uul le makers. These batons went out of general

use and have now been replaced by the offic 3 warrant card. A  batons

still owned by the Parish ar
Dusin, 1 the Laurel und the Ro
factions, ()'w pmmmrnl point of conflict was related to the hu that members of the police had
early in the century been introduced to the voting roll by virtue of their office and were seen
have undue weight in the Parish Assembly. Al & time when the franchise was limited to
ain level of rate such influence when directed at the rating of individuals ¢ -ull
significantly. Fierce political argument and manoeuvring was wide:
end G Book in 184
The natives (hemselves are divided f 5 ol or high, and the
Rose or low party wh
seldom intermarry, seldc ch other in tse public ways, and carry thedr mutsal
animosities into every transa 3 egislative, judicial, al and private

In 1834, on the retirement of ble Philip Godfray, his relative Franois Godfray, &
young snd dramatic firebrand who was prominent in the Laurel faction and who had just been
ousted from the office of Connétuble in St Helier, seized the opportunity presented by the va
cancy in St Martin and was elected Connétable here, defeating Thomus Me
Elected again in 1838, Godfray served a second term but lost the support of the Parish
of the saga of the Oystermen's Revalt

‘The States had laid down new bed
tion of dredging seasons. On 0 April 1838 the Garey fishermen set out
designated date and were pursued by Godfray who ordersd them to tum back. Despite being
threatened and jeered at, and abandoned by his own pasish police, he took the names of every
boat fnvolved and the next moming maell urrested several of the ringleaders. Undeterred, the
fishermen again raided the oyster beds four days later, but on this accasion the Connétable had at
his disposal a regular battalion of foot and the St Helier battalion of militia with their artillery
pieces, all under the command of the Lieutenant-Governor himself. When a final appeal to the
good sense of the oystermen failed, Godfray ordered the guns to fire warning shots which soon
brought the revolt to an end. Despite this gallant excursion in defence of the law, Godfray lost the
confidence of his parishioners and he was defeated by Thomas Messervy at the next election in
1341

Messeevy faced a further election challenge in 1844 from Thomas Laffoley which he won,

1o the latter's 140 votes. The loser immediately protested at a number of ivegu-
ming that a considerable number of voters should not have been included in the rate
Tist, that others were under age, and that Messervy had employed bribery and threats to sway the

vote. The Infecior Number of the Royal Court heard the case the following month, ruling sgainst
Laffoley, but he apy esior Number and, failing there also, w th en's Privy
Council, While this p g on the Connétable was unable to renew his oath of office
and the administration of the Parish and its representation in the States was carried on by wuc
sive Chefs de Police. Finally, after 18 years, in 1862 Laffoley withdrew his appeal, frocing Messe
to take office; being now an old man, he was permitted by the Royal Court ta step down and a
new election was ordered
Also during this period, from about 1847 to 1856, work was being carried out on th

construction of the breakwater at St Catherine and the number of centeniers in St Martin was
increased from two to four to deal with the influx of about five hundred workers, many with their
wives and families, and the problems which they inevitably created. In his book 7he Harbour that

- give thetn e s, sl thiy the demandéd
potataes whichwere lse given, asd the fellows then decampe

At Mrs. Mollos b S Manrtsn 4 few Jerseymen were quictly their ale when

five or 1 entered and commenced an it vanen. Mrs. Mollet's

- m his bed 1o wssi e k acas and he hit in the
one, breaking five of his teeth,

mrrel oo it S5t Cathers hich ended in one of yatermien
bbing a work fi St Catherine wit un inch or two of his




It was during the Victorian era that change came apace to Jersey and (o the police system
For almost 300 years the Island had been allowed to go its own wiy, not without excitements but
certainly with little impact upon its internal adminis the Age of Reform in Eng
where, in 1820, the Metropolitan Police Act ha y the 3 constable
and empowered the Home Secretary to appoint a sufficient number of fit and able men” whe
became known as the New Police, Pressu v on the English model,
voiced most Joudly by Abraham Le Cras in pamp 3 wd ne pporied by
representations of English residents, who were alteady now, fol the anic Wars,
breaching the carlier isolation of the Islands in pursuit of low taxation, and who found strange
what Jerseymen took a
arising out of these representations, a Royul Commission was appointed to enguire
into the administration of justice in the Channel Islands and their critical miy be summa
rised in the following extracts from their report

The abjection is that the functions of the pol

the several officers is confined to districts unnecessasily small

exist for confining the authority of any police officer to the partic

The next olye

the discharge

under the constant superintendence

Anather result of the imperfect organi o 1) i re are no places wp

Propriate to the temparary confinement of apprebieaded. By Lw the parties can

niot be placed in prison without 3 magistrate's warrant. the consequence i that the p

officers have iow anly the alternative of violating the lw o themselves pre pruper

places of custody

A further objection arises from the officess being mvolved in what are in this Idand called
tical disputes .. In every parish o is & strong police and anti-police pasty. The

electians of officers of police are the oc

Mr Le Sueur ... suggests three remedies: an unprovemen ting. appoint-

ment of & magistrate for immediate adjudication on minos offe , and the institution of

a paid night watch

The Commissioners agreed with Mr, Le Sueur as to two of the remedies, the appointment of
o magistrate and a night watch, but considered & revised rating law insufficient to eliminate politi
cal manoeuving. They recommended a paid police force, indepeadent of the parochial assen
blies, having power to act throughout the Island, while Connétables, centeniers, vingteniers and
constable’s officers shonld fose thetr policing role while still being efected as before. In makin
these recommendations the commissioners quite evidently misur d the ethas behind the
traditions of honorary service, for they commented with astonishment: “We were indeed assured
by one of the most active centeniers that he served for the love of his ¢ but it will not be
reasonable to calcalate upon such a motive in general as an induceme undertake the duties of
a police officer.’

Tar Moo

This view can be compared with that expressed by Le Quesne, who wrote in 1853 in his

ind
of acquiring th

s this feeling s efit for the results cannot b

don of cations. Now the spirit of the irstita

f detecting and preventing crioy 1 A0 It ke

The States were reluctant to implement the changes proposed ‘nglish government
threatened to legislate divectly. There was consid support for the proposed measares also
amongst more eminent Jerseymen. A ‘New Police Committee’ was formed and in 1850 the Sei
gneur of Rosel, Philip Raoul Lempris sresided at a public ing convened at the Temperance
Hatel in St Helier for the purpose of adopting a petition o the States for the immedinte enactment
of more effective measures for the protection of life and property. Signatories included many
prominent Jersey names such as Clement Hemery, Rear-Admiral George le Geyt, Licutenant
Calonel [.M. Simanet of the 4th Militia Regiment, Philip Le Brocq, Charles Le Cornu, Le Coute
Balleine and the Reverend A. Le Sueur, Rector of Grouville

Eventually the Stites passed laws which met the greatest concemns, providing for a Police
Court, Petty Debts Court and & paid force of police to assist the Connétable of St Helier, while
avoiding the direct influence of the Crown in their operation. It was from the Loi Centeniers ef
Officiers de Police (1853) and Loi Police Salaride (1853), that the present dual system of parish and
States of Jersey police forces has developed.

The position of the Honorary Police has been subject o further pressures during the second
half of the 20th century. Changes in transport and communications have opened up the formerly
somewhat closed society of parish life, Changes in employment from those principally connected
with the land 10 those more common in cities have widened the horizons of peaple beyond the
boundarics of the parish in which they live. The pattern of policing duties has changed too.
Motoring offences now account for a high percentage of police activity, while drug offences and
other madern-day crimes once undreamed of have made an impact. With these changes an in-
creasing need for sophistication in policing methods brought even greater reliance upon the skills
and resources only available through a trained professional police force in the enforcement of law
and prevention of crime.

Following the 1939-45 war and constitutional changes of 1946, the Paid Police Force {Jersey)

s enacted, which extended the provision of paid assistance for Connétables to the
Island, vesting the administration of the Jersey Paid Police Force in the Defence Commit-
ng the expenses a charge upon the general revenues of the States. This law
extended the area within which the force was permitted to operate, in support of th
of each parish, 10 the whole Iskund, but categorically reserved the responsibility for -

tion and prosecution of offences which were to ‘remain exclusively within the competence of the
Astorney General and the Honorary Police. In 1960 the name of the force was chinged t The
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States of Jersey Police and the word ‘paid »d through
term
In 1971, following & general increase in crime and the emotive
for the ‘Beast of Jers e States commissioned Mr. R.G, Fenwick, H
an inspection of the Force and to report upon its
e Committee accepted many of the recommendations made, bat presented its
spost, with the Connétables” support, to the States which sed the P
1974 which, as amended, remains in effec J
The appointment from England in 1982 of a Chief Officer of the States Police
David Parkinson, led 16 8 period in which the practices and principles of g
were subjected to e scrutiny and cal appraisal, The high p
officer combined with his ignorance of the customs of the Istand s
with the Cannétables in whose hands all responsibility for policing had been vested, Th
flicts were not redu, and thase of H.M. Inspectors of Const
lary, who supportec ¢ sing English practice
the Island. During the 12 years of his office, s lice initially
sank to & low level. However, as time passed the ref
acceptable to most members of the Honorary Police, to whom it became se!
own procedures and practices must change also to meet the demands of
foe 4 single source of respon:
sponses from the parishes,
the Centenlers Assoclation to take the lead in Island-wide , consideration of optior
and representation of the consensus views of the Hi olice, 5 with othe
agencies and in a selfregulatory role. This initiasive in many ways saved the honorary police
from self-destroction in conflict with the requirements of modern policing which it was evident
must be implemented.
Much of the debate during this pesiod was carried out in the deliberations of
set up by the States. The Sir Godfray Le Quesne working party which ¢
judicial services in the Island reported in October 1990, making recommendations in relation to
the centeniers’ and Connétables” role in presentation of offenders before the Courts. The recom
mendation that the role of the Magistrate should be changed and that Centeniers he required to
rosecute in an adversarial manner has been resisted by their Association and has not been
adopted in full. Tt & likely however that the concerns expressed by this working party will be me
Inding the option for the Magistrate to sit in an adversarial role in some more
complex cases and for Crown Officers to prosecute such cases before him
A further working party was appointed in 1991, chaired by Sir Martin Le Que
ine the reco of his brother's committee as they ed policing in the Isl
the Police Law of 1974, and the relationships between the States and
ommitiee, which was formed from representatives of the agencies inve
Deputy for St Martin, Terence Jéhan, and Ceutenier Ma Lees. This committee mad
recommendations relating to public access to the policing process, including the establ
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an independent Police Complaints Autherity, but owing to the chairman’s ill health its work was
cul short.

As a result, in Jannary 1995 the States authorised th fence Committee to commissic
1

ake a full and thorogy, { the policing system In Jersey @

Authority in Eng 1
This working party reported in July etention of the Hono
Police but removal of the Connétables from policing duties, the establishment of s Pe
ity, and a hierarchical control of honorary officers throy, appointed Chief (
recommendation was for enhancemes tenies’s role at Parish Hall Enquiries with ex-
pansion of jurisdiction and authority wake findings of guilt, ather than merely dealing with
admitted offences, Significantly, there was no recommend; L ihility for charging of
offenders should be removed from centeniers and vested in the pr
recommended by succ e HM. In ors of F L
Police; this was based on the principle that what works should not be changed
The Centeniers Association, which had ta u went and positive position in its repre

Police i eir periodic reports on the States

sentations to the working party, considered some of these recommendations to be unwise and
likely to prove destructive to the voluntary spirit upon which the honarary system depenc
considered in particular that, while Connétables should have no policing role, the territor inl con
nection to the Parish was fundamental to the system and that honorary officers should still o
in the name of their Connétable. Similar considerntions dictated that a single hier
Officer as a commander was incansistent with the ethic of voluntarism which
vidual integrity and personal judgement of each officer and his election by the peaple of his Jocality

While welcoming recommendations for enhanced Parish Hall } diction, the Asso
considered that a power to make a finding of guilt would be a step too far, 25 this would change
the status of the Enguiry to that of a Court with a resultant requirement for representation, press
reporting and undue panoply of the law. This view was echoed by the Attorney-General wh
then began to examine ways to achieve the objective without such drastic change of context. Th
Defensce Committee, understanding these concerns and others expressed within the Isand,
cepted the report in principle but decided upon a further working party, involving the agencies
ulfected, to consider which recommendations should be implemented and in what manner. In
the event, the proposals made by the Defence Committee to the States accepted the concerns
expn by the centeniers, agresing that the role of Chief Officer should be vested in the Chair
man of an Honorary Police Association, combining both existing bodies, who wonld be respon-
sive and accountable to the membership In decision making. The processes involved in these
decigions continue as we go 1o press. However it would appear that the evolution of our honorary
system has successfully passed through a significant point of change and will be well placed to
continue to provide as bene a service to the people of the k | as in the past

ysiem that many men serve where ¥
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That this is pot a recent phenome

Rector of St Saviour, in his 18457 edit

he corrected, expanded and enhanced t

upon Falle's observation that family names are moatly No
from King John's time downwards

The wriler of this note has before him a ry of ecord from the Assizes of the E

Exchequér of the 214 of E 1 Assizes beld m a0 St C D

23rd of Novembey, 1202, This Record is a

that it contains the names of many of the famil

de Harrel, oc Jurates of Hertot) Each of the twel

sill in this Taland are .St Mortin - Afkier, Noel, Pallor

These names can atill be found today, not only in the list of electors but also in ranks of
honorary officers. Charles Ahier wi & 3 hier from 1920-9and Henry
Abier from 1946-50 and then Connétble from 1950-63. Josué Ne 1own in the 1887 rate list
2y an ex-centenier and three separate Noéls figure in the lists of officers who have served since the
war The Pallot family have provided as centeniers, Joln 1883-8, John George 1905-20 and Chifford
George 1929-46. Other old Jersey names which figure repeatedly include those of the present
Connétable, Germain, Billots, De Gruchys, De La Hayes and De Lg Mares, Le Couteurs, Le
Masuriers and Le Seellewrs, Perchards, Renoufs and Richardsons. Old Jersey families are not the
only ones to provide adherents and many officers today are first or second generation Jesseymen
nd women) who appreciate the value and virtue of the system

PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT

Most of th ple who live in St Martin have little doubt that it is *s most beautiful parish
I'his may be a highly biased point of view, but in comparison with the Jers ignificant

aseas of the Parish are will unspoiled, reflecting both the importance of «
vein of historic events which have taken place over the centuries in this corn

However, parishioners should also acknowledge the fuct that, in planning termy, th
has enjoyed a degree of pi enjoyed by other, more urban areas. It was not until




World War [1 that the State
10 the environment and develc
Barratt Plan of 1961 which introduced a positive planning approach o control development

In 1966, following the Barratt Plan, the new Island Development Committee
Village Development scheme for St Martin which considered a number of areas to be suita
residential development. These included the Lar area west of the Parish Church, which w
identified for shopping and parish amenitie: f the house Neville Hol

N md two areas (0 h and south of
Chasse Bandinel for consideration for future residential development when sewers ame available.

The IDC of 1981 commissioned a further study (o address their mounting supply and de
mand problems and in 1987 the Statex approved the IDC's Island Plg he Plan was intended to
protect and enhan nd to make provision for
sonable development o ¢ The Fls ated areas of land zoned for 4

one and Agricultural Priotity Zone.
Parish of $¢ Martin was categori th ex as around
the coastline as Green Zone, In addit he Plan identified 2 number o
both in St Martin’s historic buildings, and in its other environmentally-imp

The publication of the lsland Plan did not put an end to all malpractice and over-devel
and there have beea many public batles, These included plans for Haut de Is Garenne, which
have still not been resolved, and a famous argument over plans to build a car park on a b ul
and unspailed meadow in Rozel which, after acrimonious public debate, were defeated

Jersey's rising population has brought unrelenting pressure on land and soaring propesty
prices. Low-cost housing has become ever hasder to find and pressure for develo
the insatiable demands for housing has increased. In 1989 the Pr t of the 1DC advised the
Connétable that his department would be carrying out a study of the St Martin’s Village settle
ment area in order (o identify sites suitable for rexidential development, and
commitiee of parishioners be appointed to help with the task. The Connétable, Stanl
Haye, nominated the Parish Deputy Henri Dubras, architect Nigel Bigigar, Michael Richecoear,
and Centenier Maurice Lees,

The study report which the sub<ommittee produced in the following year reviewed the
Isfand Plan provisions, and the needs and aspirations of the people of St Martin. Its objective was
1o continue development of the village while conserving specific buildings and enbancing the
village character, Recent developments were reviewed, the existing village was uppraised, and
proposals were set out for conservation measures. Also s in which housing development
might be permitted and measures for improving tralfic and community fecilities were suggested.
The study identified five small arcas in which housing development might be deemed suitable,
and suggested the Parish adopt n target, over the next 10 to 20 ye ) low-cost honses to be

i3
built to cater for the needs of pensioners; ne ved w herwise have

been forced by market prices (o leave the Pansh
The ‘St Martin's Village Conservation & Development Plan’ was finally
States and received approval in December 1993, effectively creating a village eavelope within
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which development might be permitted. It had been decided that any development shoul
i charge to the rate-payer, and for that purpose @ housin, ciation should be

od Cor ¢ Stanley De La Haye, chairman, Centenier
wh Deputy Terence Jéhan, treasurer. The declared object
of the Association was to assist in the provision of residential accommaodation for people
close connection with the Parish.
During 1994 the process of pl

ciation emphasised in its applications
Martin should not be spotled. The concept was for & traditional-style development using materials
which, as far sible, would give the Jook and feel of traditional raral Jersey building
struction work started in May 19494 and the project was completed on time and within budg
that the new residents could move into their bomes on 7 June 1996, On that day, the devel
ment's new road, La Rue De La Haye, was formally named anc 1e unveiled.

PARTY POLITICS

By the 18th century, pent-up feelings throughout the Island about mjuss
the realisation of many abuses in the legal system and the great need f
be contained. In 1714 the States attempted to reform the monetary system which, in trading with
the French and the English, greatly disadvantaged the thrifty farmer and the hard-working labourer
compared with the wealthy inhabitant. Dissatisfaction with this sec state of affairs witnessed
the burgeoning of political parties. There were alsa riots, mainly conceming the price of bread.
The Code of Lases 1777 which, for the first time in history, codified the laws, meant that no man
need be in ignorance of his dights Two political parties emerged, the Charlots (Conservatives) led
by Charles Lempriére, Lieutenant Bailiff at the time, and the Jeannots (Liberals) led by John
Dumaresq, who wished for the betterment of their fellow lslanders. They were later called the
Magots, a derogatary slang name given them by the Charlots but which was adopted. By the

30s the parties called themselves the Laurel {Conservative) and Rose (Liberal) parties. The
bitter controversy between the two factions sullied local history for and quarrels and
decisions were decided, unhappily, on the grounds of party rather than by merit

Frangois Godfray, after beginning his illustrious political caseer as Connétable of St Helier,

was Connétable of St Martin from 1834 to 1841 He received his legal education in P:




on his return t Jersey was rapid. |
odfiay epitomised his party, the Laurel
onstitutionel, the Magot paper was calle
\n-um‘ and was labelled ‘the Bar Bagatelle’, a name referring to th

enforced his hts with the full power of the lay
r sent rumal §
unpopular they were in L

Rar Mart mtinued to b
the 19th century, »-h-l\l wrban and fiberally inclined S¢ Helier r
pasties were not parties in Lhe sense of political o
coherent body of ideas. Rather they represented
on & personal level, the allegiances often the result of fam fi The persc
leading politicians e impoartant than ideas. T ie attitudes were 1

d, without the ne: it would be difficult inguish Rose domi

nated parishes from Laurel ones. The importance of the parties lay in their shility (o politicise the
parishioners of even the mast distant of the rural paris the extont of each party having a
separate Lavern; in St Martin, the Royal and the Crowen on either side of tf

Betwoen 1800 and 1850, the result of one in every six elections was challenged in the Royal
Court. In S¢ Martin from 1844 to 18 ecay isp it , the C e Police was obliged
to serve in & dual capacity »s ac @ e Parish, In 1840 the States at

F
tempted to settle the problem of parishes being left unrey nw:uu»d during ¢ court

cases, by allowing officers elected by the majorit be sworn in immediate d fulfil their
obligations undess it was ruled otherwise. [9th-century Connétables usually served two terms —six
years. Party dominance was clearly carried through the Conngtable and virulent parish politics
were a reflection of this power, a5 were the desires of the Jocal factio obtain control of th
Parish Assembly. Howeves, massive coruption and perversion of justice did not result from thi
oligarchic rule and, when talking about abuse in the parish system in the 19th century, we are
really talking about favouritism tather than oppression
A Crown: -appointed commission in 1847 caused both party politics and the rural/urban

confrontation to subside, showing & conceen to project a united front for the betterment of the
Island and to enact some reforms, But by 1852 this general truce had been o much for that most
polmm.l of parishes, St Martin, who punshmncn cnnnmu-d to contest elections with traditional

sut. The new Islend-wide elections for Deputies in 18: . olitical rancour,
but st elections for Connitable every possible device was employed to bring electors to the poll or
to keep them away. Canvassing would involve offering cider and spirits (o bribe potentiel suy
portess. Electors of the opposite party would also be ter with alcohol and when, as was

aded, they became drunk, they would be taken off to Les Ecréhous to stay there tll the
election was over! Other ruses involved bribery and prom f land tenure
day itself, bands paraded, the supporters wore favours, and chairs, deco
omamented, were locked secretly away until the result was announced

The band led the way to the hostelry, either the Croun or the Ropal and ther

speechies which, as time wore on and the drinks flowed, were delivered with much fervour and
sing eloquence
lht bittes rivalry which divided the Island’s population for 100 ye vas abandoned at the
enment,
years and so0
enthusiasm raa high when Utyul" Charles Philippe Billot and Centenier Charles Percy Journeaux
both declured themselves for the vacancy created by the resignation of Mr. Thomas Renouf De
Gruchy. Interest was intense for many weeks beforchand and the Parish was sce continu
ously by both sides in the search for voters. Persiasive arguments in favour of each candidat
w('rl‘(hf‘ order of the day. On polling day 484 voters passed through the booth, The poll closed at
25p.m, und an hour later the result of the count showed that Mr. Billot (colours ~ blue und
wh.m had won by the sleader majority of 12 votes. Loud cheers by the Billot supporters groeted
the result. He was carried shoalder-high o his committee room in a spacious annexe attached to
B, Chings previiees noad ietelopbocs exchange: Fis healih was duly honouted and he deliv
ered an address wherein be heartily thanked all who had supparted his candidature. Mr. Journeanx
{colouss - red, white and blue), who had run him so close in what was described as a ve:
sporting contest, met his supporters in his commiltee soom at the Reoyal Hotel and he wo thanked
all who had honoured him with their votes
Three years after, however, Mr. Journesux decided 10 challenge M. Billot yet again and
once more there was intense interest in the progress of events. When the poll apened on the
, many residents from outlying areas were present and stayed on to
await the result. This was declared at 745p.m. o impasent electors and friends in the Public Hall
and humdreds outside. Mr, Billot was again returned but with the larger majority of thirty-seven.
Shouts of *good old Charlie® followed by scenes of unprecedented exciternent and enthusiasm
x plm—. Community singing of songs such as ‘Alouette’ and ‘Vive La Campagnie’ led by the
ated parish dust-cart finding special f
vabls evéitiog with muchieheselitg foe e ietoe's best-known supp




asfas-
fes Bellot in
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the school room, which was used as a commit
tee room, Mr. Billot was evidently very touched
ulations and expressions of con-
ed on him. He promised to
on and do still better in the years to come. He
was happy that conf e in ‘the old dog’ re
mained and that his efforts in keeping up the
traditions o TS, n to our
children, had been recognised. He also thanked
all the ladies and esp 3
been of tremendous support and then ask
three cheers for the gallant loser
There has not been an election for
bl There have been some very
intense elections for Deputy between very in
ter nd, despite all the regula-
tions im d now, St Martin still lives up to its
reputation for loving election ially the

parochial variety. Th always entered into
by both sides with vigour and enthusiasm and,
in most cases, good-natured rivalry but, until

the result is declared, with all-out canvassing on

behalf of the candidates.




Farming - The Staple Industry

FARMING

Furthing has been at the very heart of life in the Parish of St Martin, as far back as when records
ot clear how or exsctly when the flest f: 2 wn that by
the year 9000 nc Neolithic man was moving from the Near E
reached France and the Ib b a 4000 v¢. The Channel Island e gradually
mating from the mai ich they had been joined in the heavily forested land
mass of Eurasia. Some of these Neolithic people setted along the shore lines, fishing for shellfish
from simple boats snd hunting and trapping wild animals such as deer.
Pioneer farmers such as these could well have setiled in what is now Je south-eastern
1. These early people began to domesticate g
ng man the farmer. They imal
Farming for them was very different fr fi
today. Far 0 J J . nd recognised as & very precious,
irrepl 2 ity then adopted slash and burn policies, which meant that every
few years th

brought for the next 400 years a period of peace and prosperity
lowed by a period of tamult, when barbarian invaders frequently attac
of farming impossible anywhere in the Island.

It was only during the first half of the 10th century, when the Islands came under the control
of the Duchy of Normandy, that conditions improved sufficiently for farmers to be able (o clews
and settle in large areas of the Idand

The feudal system was introduced by the Normans. Through this, Jersey's Seignears had
considerable authority within their fiefs - land which bad been bestowed upon them by various
overlords and kings, This Jand was an acknowledgment and reward for loyalty, and in exchan,
certain duties and obligations were expected. In Jersey, the Seigneur did not own the freehold for

nd, but held rights over those who lived oa his Roze! was the langest ficf in the Parish of
S¢ Martin and the small family-owned farms on this fief kept o yoke of oxen to draw & cart and
help with ploughing, a cow or two for milk and butter, and a few sheep for wool and mutton. The
wife made most of the clothes from the wool which was spun at ho Y h wheat and rye was
grown to provide for ply of home-made bread and for tithes for the church, Cider
made from fruit from the farm's apple trees provided drink. Bees sup; oney for sweetening
and mead, as well as wax for candle n though the farms were frechold, i nown that

he Cobot foreily s thrasking iwes
Arareel o 194, {

sheep, com and cattle were given to the Seigneur in rotum for living on his fief, Carting the
Seigneut’s hay, collecting v the also part of the duties
An enofmouy privilege in those feudal days, when me e regurded ly
8 urticle of which s
o enable Islanders to dispose of their goods ably. He fixed Fric
As the weekly masket day for all sorts of victanls and other necessaries for the said Cap
tain and soldiers of the said Castle. to be held in front of or near to M "
wd that sheep, oxen and such victuals, shall be sokd at such a
Justice bas been ordered and shall heréafter be ordered in such case at a reas

bits were intreduced into England by the Romans. From then on and during the Middl

abbit meat was an important source of food. Ga s (warrens| were established and w
bave permission for one was a privilege. Haut de Ja Garenne was o royal garenne which provided
meat for B s, e would have n managed by & keeper and there w
strict surveillance which allowed but the keeper and his stafl to hunt and trap the animals
Poaching was stri punishiment for o e e, £ n Oak
Apple Day F the 1l try was held on the K
restoration of the monarchy in 1660, Children cele
custom which was followed into the 201h century,
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Jersey's rich soil served the farmers well, In Tudor times it was recorded: *Whe:
sufficiently abundant for both the isles do utter great quantitie of”. Export of surplus
France was not uncommon in good years. Ax every tenth sheaf was tithed Lo the church,

Trasyest was of enormous financial benefit, and, until the Reformation, tithes fi t Martin went
to the great Abbey of Cerisy in Narmandy, No doubt this drained wealth from the
clally as the Rectors were also appointed by the parent abbey from France.

Cottage industries developed on the smallholdings and a cash economy developed, based
mitially on the export of knitted goods to the mainland. This brought extra money into the house
holds. The wadition of knitting began as early as the 15005, possibly introduced through Pr
tant refugees from France where intricately-pattesned stockings were a speciality. To supply this
thriving industry sheep rearing very important, although as time went on wool was imported
to keep the mdusiry flourishing. The sheep were a hardy breed, which developed some unusual
characteristies through being Bolated, up to six horns being recorded on some animals, They fed
generally on the common land, and also on enclosed areas under cultivation, where the medieval
right of fanon permitted animals to forage freely from the end of harvest until the next ploughing

on,

However, as and more land was enclosed they were restricted to the poorer common
land - the clif d sfopes where they were confined by either hedges or walk between

the sea and the fert ve. Some of these

\ient hedges xist today, g
the few rem: manuments to this period in
the Island. Generally, how

cted and badl

gle

called du Bercas dFalaise and was still in opera
tion at the beginning of the 20th centy
Records kept by the Roads Committee
Parish of St Martin in 1748 make interesting

ing, describing the identif
farmers’ animals. Called Ma)

were very crude ear marks on the anim

a5 a means of identification: s quan.

cut on the stant; pertuis was a ho

head; ve meant & notch; d ébouté was the
term Lo describe taking the tip off the ear.

Le Moulin de la Perelle {au For atherine was a fulling mill, which stood an t
of the present Mill Farm.

During the 15005 an increasing population resulted in the planting of many more cider apple
wees, There was a market in England, and merchants
nity, There were great advantages - no duties to pay and sh
became important cash crops, and the growing of wheat faded out g
the government, which was warried about the risks involved in having o buy wheat from outside
the fsland, and the church, worried aboot the loss of tithes: The church managed to recoup its
position, however, by imposing a tithe on the number of apple trees under cultivation.

By the late 17005, one quarter of Jersey's arable land was taken up with apple orchards, most
extensively in the Parishes of St Martin, St Saviour, Grouville and St Clement. In 1801, the Rev
erend Francoks le Couteur (Rector of St Martin, patriot and expert on cider] estimated that the
people of Jersey drank up to a million gallons of cider each year. and that three-quarters of a
million gallons were exported per annum. The orchards needed shelter from high winds and
protection from intruding animals, and so these fields were enclosed by high banks, an the top of
which blackthorn was planted. This made the small roads of the Parish feel like paths in a maze
Cider apple trees were also planted on the tops of these banks and, as they were not in fields,
escaped the payment of tithes, Farmers went to the considerable expense of installing their own
apple crushers and presses in purpose-built sheds, truly indicative of the smallbolder's character:
They obviously preferred to be selfsufficient in business, and although two factories were budlt,
both failed.

The knitting industry was effectively killed off by the Induserial Revolution in England, and
sheep farming petered out when it was overtaken by the more pr 2 nesses of cattie
export and early potatoes. Ctils for growing these potatoes were « d on east- and
south-facing slop e previously sheep had grazed.




Fanin The Stame Ixoustuy

From the 18305, again owing to the Indus
and eanal building, and also a realisation by f
were very favourable for apple growing th
mainland cach year decreased very quickly. Foc a while
apples themselves, as huge g s were senl to the new cider facto ngland. But the
ageing orchards were no longer replaced and only enough cider was made to quench the thirsts
of the Breton workers who h . a ay harvests until the early 1

So, some fifty years aft
an end.

But there is a legacy of the apple-growing industry of Jersey and $¢ Martin, Black Butter is a
concentrated jam, made from cider and sweet apples with sugar, lemons, liquorice and other
spices, such as nutmeg and cinnamon, which were added at the end. ditionally it was made in
small quuntities at home « hearth fire, but it could alio be a huge communal efic ith
families or whole neighbourhoods getting together to make from 250 to 300 Ibs at a time. Two W
three days would be spent peeling as many as 42 hundredweight barrels of apples, which at the
same time gave a wonderful opportunity for catching up with all the news and gossip and singing
ull the traditional songs. Then, on the big day, when all the preparation wis done, the hearth in
ane of the outhouses would be lit with small branches and fuelled with long, thick logs to produce
i fierce heat. A large brass Sackin with 20 gallons of cider would be put on the trepis in the late
aftemoon and the liquor would be reduced by half. Apples would then be added {up to 22 half
hundredweight barrels of sweet peeled apples and two of Bramleys) throughoat the night, and
during the following day. Two men would stir the mixture the whole time to prev
sticking to the bottom and burning. The accordionist would have played and mu;

cing would have taken place with lots of recently home-brewed cider to quench the thirsts
these industrious people. When all the apples had been absorbed into a thick creamy brown
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mixture, 28]bs of sugar, -

spice were added along with sticks of liquorice. All was tasted and stirved h
bachinwas lifted off the hearth by many strong arms and the Jovely aromatic mixture potted up o
make some 3001bs of bewrre, stoved in earthenwa azed pots of all sizes for use during the
winter months.

During the Occupation years, Black Butter was made whenever possible in the autumn. It
was not quite the same, however - few things during the Occupation were, Sugar, lemons
spices were unohtainable, but liquorice and saccharin {for sweetening| were
fst= such as Croix de Lorraine and Stone’s in St Helier. The preserving quality w
did not have to last fong. 1t wax caten quickly! With the curfew in force, everye
on site and wne séthée de nier bewrre must have lifted the spirits for many days after during th
unhappy times.

Black Butter is stifl made, but more by clubs and societies for fund-raising purposes. The St
Martin’s Methodist Church has for many years made a large amount of Black Butter at Le Catl,
Faldouet, and more recently at Summeryille, Rozel, It has proved to
and a traditional social occasion for church members and their friends. Apples are collect
anyone who may still have trees, and when there are shortages, fruit has been imported from
nearby Normandy:

Jersey is perhaps best known for two things ~ the Jersey Rayal potato and the Jersey cow. St
Mautin has some of the earliest — and therefore the most valuable - potato land in the Island. The
full potential of the early potato was finit appreciated in the 1800%, when farm ealisad the
peofits which could be made. Their minds tumed to finding more land which
their cultivation, and they began grubbing up and working sulmable patches of soil, e
those with a southern aspect and clase to the sea, where ground frosts were v arely expertenced.
This is how the very slopes at St Catherine and Gorey we sed. At St Cather-
ine, Thomas Le Seellcur owned all the Tand going down to the hay until 184 Break
water was built a road was needed from Gorey to service it. As the price demanded by i




so was used by the Crown. When the scheme od
tential of this area fc sduction
up the gorse bushes
Thess cotils are now con of the earfiest in the Island and ate very productive

and profitable. The Gorey cotils chany ¢ vice in the last 14 ye he 20th century, On

the first oceasion they were sold for D )0 per vergée), and then five years later af
£120,000 (£12,000 per veagée). Heady prices, even in modern days! Today,  tractor and winch
plough are used to work the cétils, but one hundred yeses ago men were 1k to dig
them aver with 4 spade. ¢ A Hiye, of La Faluse, Fliquet, with o friend to help him, du
14 vergées in one year - an amazing fe cause of their steep slopes, citils are expensive ares
ta work, but the price paid for this premium pro s high, and i

loday, yery early potatoes are still mostly dug by hand with a five-prong

sotting out the crop into ‘ware’ and ‘mids’, handling them very gently, as they can easily be
dumaged by tools or machines.

Fronch author Pierre Galichet, writing in 1912, in a book entitled Le Fermier de Llle de Jersey,
gives a fascinating insight into the life of one of St Mastin's most respected farmers, Philip Abier of
Seymour Farm, Garey

Philip’s grandfather had eadlier sold his farm 1o live in St Helier and work in commerce. H
father, however, returned to farming and bought  farm, just &t a profitable time, when the price
of cattle for export was going up, and the Jersey Royal potato was becoming popular

Philip gained interest and experience as a child and young man working on his father's farm,
He also ran a small farm of hisx own until he had eamed sufficient capi sell it and buy some
thing larger and better, This was Seymour Farmi, in excellent farm of 71) vergées, well above the
average size. The land was very fertile and there was good pasture on the expased dopes toward
the sea.

Philip Abier was very prond of b
centiry, He marn

the property, two younger

ted. One re with tuk

ing another farm u

he knew he would take over the farm. Of the

three daughte: unmarried, one ked

at home to help her mother help

wo went to St

sses. By 1912, Philip

was a highly respe broeder and judge at the

Royal Jersey Agricultural and Horticultural Society's shows. He sold animals to the USA as well
a8 to the UK and received £ for a cow, a top price at that time. He had a herd of 11 cows and
five heifers. The sale of cattle provided his main profit, although milk sales were also very impor
tant. His aw F
litres per day when freshly calved, He did
was 00 expensive (o rear calves for veal

1 cow per day, although

Philip Ahier grew 30 vergées of potatoes, producing 6,000 Ibs per verge
followed by second crops of mangolds, carrots, tur and swedes, harve:
December, These were wsed (o feed the cartle during the winter months, He did not grow outde
tomatoes as niany other farmers did; he preferved 1o excel in what be did best, cattle and potatoes.
He bought in as little as possible, preferring to grow as much as he cot
cattle were bred solely for sale and milk there was little meat for t
ally, fed on peelings, kitchen waste, potatoes which were not good enough to sell
100t crops. Nothing was wasted, therefore the cost to th weho ol wis minimal. Tea,
coffec, sugar and a small amount of wine were the only grocesios honght. The family made its
own bread in the large oven in the shed in the yard. They were very proud of this, as it kepe them
self-sufficient.
Breton workers came over for the polato-igging season, During these very busy months
they earned mare than they would have done at home. They also accepted less comfortable
rroundings than other people in Jersey. They fed themselves but were provided with cider. On
the farm, fertilizer came from farmyard manure and veaic from the nearby bay. Only lime was
bought i, i necessary neutralising agent in the highly acidic
ymour Farm was just a short distance from G Village and close to the Jersey Eastern
Railway Station. The house was modern and not of th le of older granite farmhouses. The
ound floor and timple but comfortable. A large glass-faced book
case containing encyclopedias, good editions of the classics, and books for children took pride of
place in the lange livia Iks proudly bung p alls and cows which
had w ) 3 2 long covered
a pretuily planted
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flower garden with & small gi
Hule further on was a prolific jardis

Leaving the house on the right, one entered the large farmyard. A lony
cattle stables and shed for ploughs and implements. The first floor
seed potatoes. Another shed contained the cider-press and gsid >
Breton workers were housed during the potato season. The shed with the bread-aven

At very busy times, farmers worked communally to help one another, and at
Otherwise the home a very important place where most spare time was spent, Apirt fros
belonging to associations such as the Police Honarifique, the Royal Jersey Agricultural and Hor-
Scultiral Society, or & church with its meetings and services which would be enthusiastically and
well supported, little other entertainment was sought. Close family units existed with all their
strengths and, no doubt, their weaknesses, too. Little communication took place with other resi
dents, either in St Helier or in the Parish of St Martin, who were not farmers. This way of life
wonld begin to change slowly after tho impact of the Great War of 1014-18,

The Jersey cow was in demand for export to the reat of Great Britain as early as the 1700s
Visitors to the lsland were artracted (o the gracefs all, brown cow with very rich , and
farmers were obviously attracted by the great strengths of the breed ~ its large milk prodaction
and its economical use of pasture. There was also a great shortage of cattle in the UK due w the
raviges of the dreadful cattle plague, rinderpest.

As demand increased, cattle were shipped over from Normandy in large numbers. They
were pasturcd for a few months in the Island then sold at market in St Helier as Aldem {as all
C.I catde were known, dug to the fact that the last port of call was Aldemey and the ships were
called Aldemey Paquets). French cattle escaped excise duty in this way as Jersey was not a foreign
country. The French economy was in a bad way following the Napoleonic Wars and this proved
a valuable and lucrative loophole. Rozel Bay was much frequented by French boats which sailed
over with Joads of livestc As late ns 1812 it i known that cattle were still being brought aver in
contravention of a 1789 Law, introduced to strengthen and safeguard the Jersey breed by banning
the importation of all live cattle. No doubt many St Martin farmers made a lot of money ing
with farmers fr rmandy by pasturing their animals before selling them an. Acts we
passed in 1826, 1864 and 1878 when the trade finally stopped.

The first Agricultural Soelety in Jersey was founded in 1790 by the St Martin's Rector, Rev
erend Frangoi le Conteur, but, u anately, it foundered in a short time. Forty-three years later,
teps were taken by the Lieutenant-Governor of the day and important gentle

men farmers to form an agricultural and horticultural society. By the end of the year King William TV
owed his patronage on the newly founded Royal Jersey Agricultural and

Horticuliural Society.
The most important step forward for the breed took place
formed to register officially all animals. The first bull registered wa

James Godfray of St Martin. The breeding of good Jersey

life, and its importance resulted in many parishies forming their own t
eties. In 1894 the Comice Agricole de St Martin was born. Tt w
the social life of the Parish.

In Rozel Vingtaine, St Martin, in the 19205, there were 55 small family-run mixed farms
The average tize of a herd was eight or nine cows three or four followers and maybe one
bull. Animals were all tethered, and were rugged in winter, They w i by hand, mainly by
the daughters of the family. Butter was churned and sold st the wee ) ¢ in St Helier, Pigs
and chickens made up the menagerie and were fed on gmin and leftovers. Jersey ta were
wide Y were mangolds, turmips and swedes after p f o in winter when the
griess no long w. Hay was canserved for winter feed by mowing with hor manually
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tve munual
ushroom
shaped granite stones so that vermin coul 3 h " v the loft, it
was made into bottes, Joaded onto vans, and thrown into the loft and stacked. €
animal feed, and bread, were also grown and harvested. Rick © be f
ing, in the late autumn, w < al offort with & huge m h the proceedings
farm kitchen of the farmer concerned. Some cider apple trees remained and cider was still ma

for the labourers and the family. Si ers also bottled cid, pt for special occasio

but this could be a tricky business with corks flying ou
been bottled at exactly the correct time. It was ramoured
when bottling should take pl

On these smallkoldings b y atoes wese grown.
were planted by hand following a horee and planting ploug eeded and harrow
b, banked up (ridged) by a horse pulling a scarifier and banking ho prayed with a hand
pumped knapsach 2y 1g copper sulphate or dust. Again, it was labour-intensive work.

Breton paysans would come over for the diggiog, usually in family groups of three or four.
The accommo n provided for them was
outhouses. Some would even sleep in the hayloft. T
this, cooked with bread and soup, washed down by litres of farm cider, formed their basic diet
They would harvest on sverage half a vergée per day ~ this was achieved by one member of the
team digging with a fork, ene shaking the haulns and putting the potatoes in rows, and ove
picking up the potatoes into two wicker baskets, grading the larger potatoes and the mids, The
farmer would Joad the full barrels onto his horse and van, or his lorry (by the '30s some farmers
had motorised transport), and go off to the weighbridge in St Helier, to take his turn in the quene
and sell his load at the best price to a merchant. During the waiting time for packing in one of the
stores on the Esplanade or Commercial Buildin rmers got b discuss the prices and
the markets, to gossip and to put the Island to rights.

Farmyard masure and vraic wete used on the fields. At Gorey, during the autumn and early
spring storms, vraic would be loaded and carted up to the farms between the tides. Black sand
from St Catherine known as {4 psase was a valuable commedity, and was carted away 0 enrich
poor land. As the sand area on the beach was very soft, farmers bad to watch very carefully that
their carts did not sink- Small loads would be taken up feom the beach to the road and loaded

Part of the duties of farmers and proprietors since feudal times had been the upkeep of the
roads, It was still the duty of ratepayers to honour this commitment until the nd World Wi
when the roads were surfaced. Annually, each farm had (o provide a man with a horse and cart {if
the farm was large, then two men with two horses and two carts) to transport stone and repair the
rouds, Ratepayers who were not farmers had the option of giving a day's work or paying for

meone clse to do il

The 1930s arrived and the years of the Gn X 4 became hard, Becanse of

high unemployment in the UK, men were brought over from there to work in the potato season




in place of the Bretons. Many stayed over, marned Jersey g d integrated into socicty, Those
who fouad potate work too hard returned to the main!

On 1 July 1940, 10 months after war had been declared against Germany, the Island wa:
occupied by the enemy. Farming changed radically o d for the Island's population was the
only priority. Fertilizers wete virtually unavailab) ps were wheat, oats, potatoes, sugar
beet, carrols and beans. Cattle, pigs, chickens and rabbits were reared for meat. Beans, an
unusual but useful crop, were threshed at Jardin d'Olivet, Trinity, by John Cabot i his thresh
ing-maching, which had in the past been used for The first beans were all split, but
fortunately an adjustment was made to the machine, with a better result, As the months went

) ame more scarce and cattle, pigs and even harses were commandeered for slaugh
ter. The barter of food for goods became commonplace. Some farmers sold at black market
prices and made a lot of meney, After D-Day times were harder still, especially for the lower
paid people. Rations were meagre. Gleaning took place after | and small handearts were
wheeled out to pick up kindling wood from the lanes and hedges for the coming winter. Tt w
all very difficult

When at the begisning of 19 Red Cross ship Fega arvived with its first cargo of precious
food, the Parish farmers went down 1o the harbour with their horses and vans o collect and bring
back the parceis to the Public Hall for distribution.

Then, within six months, the longed-for Libestion Day arrived and firming again wok its
traditional place in the [sland’s economy

wi
on many farms where they had never been grown before. Cass, tractors and modern machinery
were bought from the excellent profits made during those lucrative
by little grey Fergl g k i abant ploughs, an
trailers, but were still used for planting the potato crop.

Manin, I

of farming families
Farmers' Club, giving
» scientific ad
hate, 10 50¢ d t
travel. This endously exciting step
forward - ion and social life after
the repres: Jecupation.
(hen, in the early I , the bubble bur:
and only tomatoes grown on suitable land, and
of the best quality, found @ markel. More and
mare farmers started to grow a second
potatoes. In the 1960s especially, caulifiowers
were grown on a large scale ils, calabrese and lettuce also in cultivation. But St Martin
did niot see a large-scale development of glasshouses as happened in some other parishes. On the
dairy farms, milking machinies were replacing human hands, which was enormous progress both
in the speed of milking and in the hygienic quality of the milk. Winter crops were important in
keeping staff gairfully empl Juck mooths during the potato cycle of standing (October
December), planting (January to Miach) and lifting (lste April to July}
Casts generally wer ¥ and cultural commoditie
were all rapidly becoming more expensive, and to keep pace annual mmover on farms had
increase, too. The French workers, now finding gainful employ t in their own coumn ere

no longer interested in coming to Jersey to work on farms, and it was sametimes difficult 1o find
replacement casual fabour. First Ialian and then Porug workers, mainly from land of
Madeira, began coming over
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provided the required workforce. It is importa he contribu
of the Portuguese agricul
nd wife teams have
diligent anc st irmeplac
I'ne low tax status of the Channel Island:
Jersey and Guernsey, The
the U the Common Market also meant that there wer

and finance companies to
tariffs for produce from other Exropean countries, and the |
has faced increasing competition in

ing that their children did not wish

fndustry, The young people were

ant the family farm was oft

foung the houses most desiral fter modernisation. Jersey women
who would, in the past, have fc ts into farming, joined the new high-paying
finance industry instead. The influx of merchant banks, stockbeol firms of accountants and
tax conwiltants provided u new and important source of prosperity to the Island, easily supersec
ing both farming and the on t tourisin as Jersey’s biggest indv

Y s contribution dl's ¢ national product took a n

timated that the farming ind

nall farms were combined and integrated and fam
ily partnerships been formed. Mechanisation and mo ation of all as
pects of the industry have taken place including economies of scale and management techniques
which would have flabbecgasted our forbears, These techniques have proved to be the oaly meaas
for agriculture to remain viable in an in ingly competitive market | goods arrive
on UK supermarket shelves daily by air, as well a5 by sea and lorry from Evrope. Over 80 per
cent of the Island's crops are now sold to the major supermarkets in the UK. The protocol and
assurance schemes deminded by them have taxed the mine

Cathwrine ciresiy

Gerald A

However, the men and en now left in the industey are highly rained and motivated. The

hope to cope with any situation with vision and true Jersey det
ensure & viable living for themaelves and their families,
amaging Lo realise that there are now only 14
years aigo there were around two hundred, Four of these
about four hundred and fifty milking cows between thes
changed very fittle but techniques have altered drm
St Martin is a beautiful rural parish with a tradition of pre
Long may this continue. God bless the plough!

pination and aim

) work

farms in the Parish, whereas 60

rish farms have

cattle, wil

and used for farmi

sther world economies

od custodians

of the land.




COMICE AGRICOLE DE ST

The Comice Agl e de St Martin wa T
and strengthen the breed of Jersey cattle and other farm and to impror

management. Tt i a reminder of the days when farming was the Tsland's gre
when the br 8
dd be bought from the pr 9 \}
The St Martin C g
been formed by the inhabitants of both
chainmanship of the Reverend William Lempriére, Seigneur of B
dures to be followed in esi shows. Twenty-nine ruley were made, with a scale of

owing, and export of Jersey cattle was such big busines

points to be awarded o X f orses and pigs displayed at an annua
held in May, with prize nimals which were ‘approaching aln
those who attained g 3 auagement’. Sub
lings, and there were 64 members
Bath shows and meetin,
and competition became very keen ought - any infringement
of the rules brought penalties, In 15! Mr, William Al
forfeit his third prize in the yearing bull class becawse it was found that
he had arrived at the show after the stipulated time. Mn Ricl
had to forfeit his first prize when he admitted conty

months, at
In November 187. ned a requéte asking for a dis
cussion on dividing the Comice du Nord into a 0 District and a Trinity District. The
decision was close, bul it was decided to carry amalgamated. form. How
parish classes were established within the Comice, and sweepstakes introduced, St Martin was
the stronger parish and the desire to establish an independent entity remained. Again there wasa
vote on establishing two separate Comices and again it was defe However, it would appear
Martin was not prepired to. accept the result and the Comice Agricole de St Mastin was
with a total of 79 founder members. Not all S¢ Martin bree left the Comice du Nord,
ill carried on showing in Trinity. But it was obvious that the numbe
entries from St Martin was ditninishing each year. In 1899 there was a complaint tha
that the few remaining St Martinais members should share half the pi
It i known that the Comice du Nord eontinued ol 1910,
to La Saciété Agricole de la Teinité, applying to hold joint shows with St Martin. This was readily
he two parish societies were reunited.

1894 to 1910 were the boom years of the Comi d this is probably what in
spired the organisation to petition the States of Jersey in 1898 for an Act of Incorporation, which
was sanctioned by Her Majesty, widening its power and entitling the Comice to

Not only were the cattle and hosticultural sections fourishing, but the C
centre of parish activities and social life. Sir George Clement Bertram, Bailiff «

St M

dard, Mr, W
Dy La Haye




patron. The Reverend George Balleine was president, and the Comice entered exhibits in the

attle of Flowers and succeeded in winning the trophy in 1907, The records of that year recorded:
“The Comice passed a vote of thanks to Captain C.B. Nicolle, and the ladies and gentlemen who
took part in the Comice at the Battle of Flowers, winning the first prize and cup, It was
decided to present the ladies with a gold brooch bearing the date and initials of the Comice." Do
any of these brooches still exist ?

Although the Comice took an active inte aspects of farming life in St Martin, the
breeding and exhibition of the Jersey cow was t = t in those early years, and still
today. The export markets worldwide of Jerseys were undoubtedly at their best during the firs
quarter of the 20th century and the 10 years following the second World War. These were very
profitable times for the sale of thousands of cattle and the Comice Shows were the major show
case for the promotion of the Parish’s top quality animals to buyers from around the world,

In 1994, a most successful day-long Centenary Show was held at Rosel Manor {where else
with a superb cattle show and many other displays and attractions, all celebrating the event in
true Jersey carnival style,

However, while there were 79 members when the Comice was founded, there are now only
four herds of cattle in St Martin, all in the Vingtaine of Rozel, with a
between them. There has been a gradual demise of small mixed farm hol
large specialist farm units. Ever increasing costs and the greater profitability of cash crops has
diminished the num of cattle breeders. Without a flourishing export trade, the future of the
parish cattle shows is not promising

However, should the pendulum swing back, St Martin can still boast a nucleus of keen and
expert cattle breeders ready to take advantage of any
gence of the interest and enthusiasm which
Martin for the past 106 years.

189 Tired sworkers’. Etching by Edwund Blampied, 1914, (Courtesy of The Blaspied Trustes)




Maritime St Martin

SHIPBUILDING AT GOREY AND ST CATHERINE

A farmer working his cotils above St Catherine’s Bay in the early sums
as he paused from his Jabours (o g different from that which appears
tod
bbing on the hips at anchor,
including some sted steam-powered els. Hall-a-mile e N he new breakwal
intended to provi harbour of refuge’ is thrusting out to sea {F
coastal tower, a ship i ne ompletion on the stocks of the nowly establ
shipyard. She is a cutter of 60 tons, 1o be launched on 10 July and w Lowisa, b
Asplet of Gorey and to be ped by Abraham Asplet. Further south along the Bay, ¢l
Archirondel Tower, are the remnants of earlier yards of Edward Le Huguet (closed in 1847) and
of Vasdon & Le Huquet {closed in 1841). The slip beside St Catherine's ¢ will not be built for
another 40 years and there is no sea wall, The beach looks, apart from the abse
much as it appears in the picture by Ouless o mpleted a few years earlie wing vraie gatherers
at St Catherine’s Bay (Fig 167)
wither down the coast, Gorey is not yet the hive of shipbuilding activity which It will be
come over the next 20 y sut already theve is some building there. Philip Le Sueur's yard near
Fort Henry has been working for five years and Jean Vardon's since 1842, Earlier, John Fauvel
had built on Gorey Pier but he b fi ssels over a 16-year period.
The earliest record of boathuilding in Jer o5 to events within the Parish of St Martin
It occurred when Mant Oxgueil Castle was besieged by Yorkists in 1468 during the Wars of the
Roses, The siege lasted for 19 weeks and provisions were running short s the defenders of the
castie began ta build a boat to obtain fresh supplies, Realising that the sounds of the carpenter
hammers would be heard by the attackers, the construction of a second boat was begun in full
view of the enemy, work on both boats being undertaken at the same time, o that the sounds of
the two lots of hammerings were mingled. In this way the boat intended to be used for foraging
was completed whilst the other was only half built. Treachesy, however, wa:
working within the castle fired an arrow bearing & message that two boats were being bullt, the
one in view being & mere decoy. With this forewaming, & close watch was kept and the mtended
supply boat was caplured as s00n as it was launched
The antiquity of the craft of bostbuilding all over the world d ates that the nece
skills can readily be acquired, and small seafiuring vessels must have been built in Jersey fong
dent at Mont Orgueil jersey people have fished in local waters for centuries and
suld not have been bought outside the Island, There was & sufficiency of imbet in

the Island for boatbuilding and medieval fisherman would not have possessed money to pur
chase their vessels elsewhere. Locally owned sels are known to have been involved in the
Newfoundland trade from the latter part of the 16th century (Jean Guilleaurne is credited with
bringing the first cargo of from the Newfoundland grounds in 1596} and there seems no
reason to doubt thal experience gained over many years in the con tion of small f
coastal vessels wonld, by that period, have enabled Jerseymen to build ships
dred tons, the size required for voyages to Newfoundland. John Cabot reported in 145
fishermen of Normandy and Brittany were fishing the Newfoundland banks and it m
that these ecarly fishermen included some from the adjacent Channel Istands.

The construction of & vessel of 280 tons, the Elisha Tupp
the mauth of s Valley in June 1789, may be reg
building industries which were to develop in the Channel
The Elisha Tupper was built under the direction of a Jerseyman named Janvrin, a merchant of the
Island who was active in the Newfoundland trade, but was named after a Guernseyman who was
one of the shareholders in the enterprise and also a merchant engag wioundland busi

A few ¢ vessels of similar size to the Elisha Tapper were bailt in Jers or the next &
years, but 1815 marked the resl beginning of that short period of about sixty years during which
major shipbuillding industries n Jersey and in Guermgey emerged, fourished and declined.

Some statistics illustrate this remarkable episode in Jersey's industrial history. The Jerse
shipbuiiding industry was considerably greater tha Guernsey, Between 1815 and 187
881 vessely were built in Jersey, totalling 101,638 tons; the number of vessels built in Guernsey
during the same period was 300 with a total tonnage of he construction for
the two Islands together was 1864, when the production of woaden sa essels from Channel
Island yards was equivalent to 5.9 per cent of the total ton built in UK yards. The decline of
the industry was almost as rapid as its growth. During the 1870s fewer than 10 ships were built
uch year compared with more than 20 during the previou ade.




What cireumstance hese developmen gh ships had been built in Jer
sey for a very long time, most locally owned vessels had been by ngland or had been
88 prizes in fime of However, after 3 the «!- nand ft e
began to increase. A.G. Jamieson in A Prople of the &
of the general stimulus giv British shipping after the Americun Revolution. In 177
thun & third of the British merchant sols were of American construction, bot after the
revolution those vessls were excluded from trade within the Beitish Empire. The resulting

of tonnage began 1o be met in part by shiphuilding in the Channel Istands, starting with the
Fisha Tupper.

The impetus given to shipbuilding in the Channel Istands not sustained during the
Napoleonic Wars when many of the Newfoundland trade ships were built in Canada, and vessel

1y were plentiful snd cheap. Nevertheless an indireet consequenc
Tsland bullders.

During the wars, the British Government had sou ge trade between Britain
and Canada by imposing a duty on the importation of foreig Britain, British mer
chants had agreed to develop that trade only on the conditior futy would remain in force
after the wars, but the duty did nol apply to foreign timber imported into the Channel Islands
Shipbuilders in the Islands could therefore bring in mber from northern Burope mure cheaply
than British builders. 1n addition, y ynoimtic advantage over its rival shipbuilders in
Guemsey in the form of lower costs and lower wages, with the result that

and equipped in fe
Hopre, constructed in !
provisions for six months and a mm))h advanc
companson, the bri
T mcentrated in St Aubin's Bay with yards stretching from what
now the J S
extending south along the bay into Grouv
ix VII containe details of the St Catherine nn(‘ «
ith tonnage, rig and ow 3 m informat
Alex Podger from official Registers and from | s ooks, }mn Sailing
Jersey Ships and Railways, The

but some schooners and brigs in excess of 100 tons were built. Even ¢ .dn) a stump of wood from
|I:r Le Huquet yard occasionally emerges from the shingle near the inshore lifeboat Jamching
slip.

The Gorey builders were eventually more numerous than those of St Catherine and built
more ships, probably because access to the beach was easier and the yards were closer 10 the
village wheze many of the crafismen lived. Nowadays, with the sea tapping the wall at high tide
from the Commion to the harbous, shipbuilding ut Garey scems impossible, However, as Godfray'
(1840) map shows, there was 00 road along this streteh of the coast and in old photographs ships
can be seen under construction close 1o the steep slopes below Le Mont de Gouray. Between
them, the Gorey builders built a total of 122 vessels. Franc ot, the largest builder at Gorey,

| 44, but that was two fewer than J, & T, Le Huguet built at St Cather arles Aubin and
t vessels. The Jargest ship built at €
Jean Vardon's yard at Petit Portelet
Public Works Committ
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commemorates the Gorey industry, the base of the fountain resembling the keel of a ship an the
stocks, with the names of some of the vessels built at Ge ibed on it. The fountain was
designed by C. Warren and sculptured by L. Chataignere
The names inscribed are:
West Side East Side
Vivid
Zephyr

Excelsior

Morning Star Charlote
Stortn Bird Belladunna
Albatross

Supply
Hero Union

John Jean has provided the writer with some further information sbout the connections of

local shipbuilders with the Parish of St Martin. George Asplet gave the ground upen which Gouray

5 built. Philip Bellot married Ann Starck and they lived at Albion House at Faldouet

891 and 1914, Joha Picot was Bor in the Parish in 1833, He lived at Fairview, Gorey,

in 1917 Clement Richardson married Susan Le Huguet and they lived at Rozel;, he

named the fird boat be built af Flicquet Swan. Their gravestone n St Martin's churchyard is

shown in Fig96. Another Richardson, John, was & small builder at S¢ Martin. In 1846 he built s

cutter of 15 tons which had a very long career under many owners, the first of whom was John

Richardson himself. Having been sold (o an English ows ), she i later bought by the

writer Hilnire Belloc who named her Yackt of Jersey and sa er in ¢ nglish Channel. The
essel disappeared from the Register in

ght of Jersey's shipbuilding indu
re already becoming apparent. In a speech in December 1867 D:

e ST Man

said that the pre a < were not good becay
way Lo ships of i , for the building of which a gre
as bey
m for the [
repairing which b vays provided work for th
hopes e not fulfilled as the necessary drydock fa
Island’s shipyards went out of
Gorey and St Catherine.

ST CATHERINE - THE HARBOUR THAT NEVER WAS

atherine's Bay in the Pansh of St Martin is distinguished by an tmpress

torian military building pro of stunning proportions. It remains a project rather than o
finished work. What exists today, a breakwater stretching 2,300 feet out to sea, is only ction
of what was intended, It protects the anchorage at St Catherine from northerly winds
popular venue for walkers and fishermen. Otherwis nds useless, admittedly
Jess, a monpument to military folly.

Defensive fortifications from earlier times which survive in a pristine state are by their very
nature unproven. No one knows how effective they might have been because no ane bothered
challenge them. The world is full of sich monumeénts (o the depth of the military purse (the British
one at that) in locations scattered around the Empire on which the sun never set.

That suid, many fulfilled their brief and provided the necessary place of safoty and even the
springboard for a comter attack. But miny were seen at the lime as follies — monumer,
been said, o the tendency of admirals and generals to plan for the wars they fought in thesr youth
rather than the wars which might have to be fought by the generation ~ and in the Parish of
St Martin, lies one of the biggest follies of them all. It started life as a vainglorious piece of militar
planning thal those not in London, where the idea originated, could see at the time (they have
since been proved right) was ill:thought out and ill-researched stupidity on a grand scal

liam (Bill) Davies, in his book The Harbour That Failed, tells & story of ineplitude,

nd excessive over-spending on « progect known to be useless long before it was aban

doned, He also outlines the effect of all this activity on a pe ful community in the north east of
Jersey. The decision to abandon wes w ned with relief, he writes. Residents no longer needed
to dread for the safety of their womenfolk or their crops and, in no timea at all, the coastal strip
flanking St Catherine's Bay settled down to rral peace despite the occasional atterpts of late o
rally support for a marins in the bay on the basis that 'half the work has already been completed'

How di h & colossal piece of engineering work, costing the British Government £250,000
in the mid-19th ceatry, wking four or five years to build, never actually completed, and finally
abandoned as 4 white elephant by is projectors, come Lo be erected?

Officially, at least, the construction of a harbour at St Catherine was designated 2 ‘harbour of
refuge’. With the growth in power and prosperity of Great Britain the 15 & call for its merchant
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fleet w have arens to ride ot sorms ] t conditions to sl again. But it

was more thun natural forces which we cerns to the wealthy ship owners and in

deed 1o the Government. Britannia might well be ruling the waves at that time, but the gunboats
and the warships also needed respite. The existing dockyards were unable to accommodato the
growing fleet which could not stay at sea for ever; it needed constant provisioning and, as the
times changed, coaling,

Meanwhile acsoss the Channel the ancient enemy, France, was rebuilding and enlarging
harbours from Dunkirk to B Cherbourg was developed to the extent that it was asa
potential threat to the south coast of England. What were the French up 07 If they were goi
*try it again' then once more control of the sea and in particular the English Channel would be
indispensable and the Chansel Islands were seen us vital elements i the British line of defence.
Ships on station in the Chiunmel Islands, it was argued, might be able 10 harass 1 French force
intent on invasion. This argument was developed later in a much more sinister way an
harbour of refuge, Bill Davies suggests very strongly, coufd well have become something rather
different

A petition was sent to Queen Victoria by the States of jersey on 26 August 1840 The petition
contamned 12 clauses, of which four are relevant to this subject:

That thoagh your Majesty s now (n a state of peace and alliance with France the States,
reflecting on the mutability of human affairs have seen, with considerable anxiety. the
made on the oppo st ement aivd the
fortification of the Parts of Cherbourg, Granvill d St
e which thess places will possess in time of war
there i at present no harbour about the Tdand wh
stationed with sufficiont security or seam vessels bo

Owing to an unfortun g ssion » petition w
knowledged until § Novembe 40 o of miralty wrote: “The subject
whose importance will continue to engage their lordship's attention.’ But this did not st

nch policy and suggesting m Dece
eral of the Royal Navy 0 who had lived in |
defences, should ac i wediary bety mments, and that the UK
ment should construct & port at Bauley Bay
sibility that & good harbour mig
there. But it was not. Between 1841 and 1846 there was a period of entente cordiale between th
English and the French. This wiis wrecked by The Spanish Marriage Q when the
Queen of Spain and her oth married allies of the French King. This was seen by Victoria
and her firebrand Prime Minister Lord Palmerston as a very real threat and led directly to the
building of the Breakwater

The English muy well have been suspicions
reciprocated, When works at Alderney and Je
protest. Military developments in the Channel Islands could only have sinister implications it was
thought and, as Bill Davies argued in his book, those fears were not eatirely misplaced

No one disagreed about the strategic significance of the Channel Isdands. There was no
argument hat Jersey was badly placed o withstand a Fren asion should ur and
military thinking favoured a French landing on the south coast near Noirmont. But St Cather
is not well placed to intercept a southerly attack from France, which was deemed the most likely
direction. So why was St Catherine’s Bay chosen? By 1842 the British Government had set up 2
acparate investigation into the state of the Channel Islands in terms of defences for trade and
commerce. On that committes was Captain (later Admiral Sir) Edward Belcher whose ideas and
recommencdations carried great weight in Government, yet that body's work and its recommen.
dations do not feature in the later 1844 report. Stranger stll, wi Catherine startod in 1847,

Whatever the reasons for this apparent ignorance, on the part of the left hand, of what the
right hand was doing, scant regard seems to have been pald (o warnings about St Catherine’s

attack from the south, The fact that low seits and high rocks on a line

e harrying force was dismissed. Indeed

existed from north 1o south and he

stubboraly pushe choice of St Catherine through at Government level even though no less
than three admirals favoured Noinmont.

'he Admiralty commissioned James Walker — a renowned civil engineer — to review the
findings of the Commission and, based on a few visits, he di ubsequently his company was

tructed to make immediate purchases in Aldemey and Jerse 2 « the construction of Le




Braye and St Catherine's Breakwaters. The ch might well complain
hind the construction of a harbour at St Catherine, and they had & point, for hawks s
Belcher certainly saw it a5 a possible springboard from which to mvade France and attack
Cherbourg from the rear, thus giving support o any future British naval blockade of the French
There can be no doubt that the British Government was in deadly earnest, fo

March and June 1847, lands and fanmns in S¢ Martin measuring 600 vergées were bought up, and
on 28 June 18 e Jersey and Guernsey News reported k had started at St Catherine's Bay
that very day. ‘Fifty men we own tre hirondel Tower, One bundred addi

tional men are expected next week Two vessels have arrived laden with tooks, reilway sleepers,

ete. One is in Gorey Harbour and the other is moored off St Catherine's,

French protests were diplomatically convenient to divert attention fram their own programme
of enlarging fortifications. But they had no reason « v. Neither Belcher, nor Walker and nor,
through them, the Admiralty, ook any notice of T opinions e ssed, particularly concern

of currents and tides, and St Catherine’s quickly sihed up. The lack of any progress
ies — of the
‘esclut arm, proved
wugh water in the |
now has anything up to tw
fathoms of water less than it had 100 years ago

Work stopped at Archirondel in 1849 and the scheme of a huge pier extending some
feet ot to sea before turming north another 1,100 feet to form ( W -feet wide harb
mouth remained a dream in an Admiralty file. If completed, it would have been over two and &
half times the length of the existing breakwater of 2,300 feet. As it was, the cessation of work to the
south speeded up the development to the north and, at the sare tme, hastened the inevitable

bandonment of a project which everyone could see was leading nowhere. Tactically, looking
only at a map, St Catherine might well be an ideally located base from which to ch an inv
sion of France, but a harbour without water is not the best place from which to do it.

The expenditure grew and the serious concern which grew with it eventually had 0 b
admitied in public. As Bill Davies writes: ‘A ludicrous sitiation arose whereby the bay started to
shallow at the same time as naval ships grew in stature and, consequently in draft. St Catherine’s
Bay always was doomed to failure as ¢ harbour; nature had taken care of that.! Fisally, the proje
was doned but there remained the problem of what to do with the sarviving and useless arm.
True it carried a lighthouse, but that was anly necessary becanse of the existence of the breakwa
ter itself; this was finally finished in 1855 with the light being placed on it in 1856

S0 what was delivered for the princely sum of £234,235 165, 0, exclusive of the purchase
of land and property? It was not a harbour of refuge since it was open to south-easterly gales, Not

»ry naval base because there was not enough water and any ships, which might
not have operated satisf: to the south. Notwithstanding all
ion (o the French
nsive folly and on 23
haggling and (very successful) stonewalling tactics, the Sta

Government trying hem the Verclut arm “at a proper valuation', sccepted St Catherin,
Breakwater as an outright gift. Even then there were doubts, for no one wanted 1
sibility for the upkeep and maintenance of » that, it was acknowledged in Je
as in Landon, seemed to have no practical purpose whatsoever N
The effects of the construction were more than political and fimancial, The folly and the
mistakes could be buried in the files in London sence in Jersey of so large a foree of
wrkers could not pass unnoticed. What would & substantizl mins Hi
bringing with It a raft of social problems, was one thing, but in the peaceful rural parish of St
Martin the effects of numbe workers and dependants - variously estimated at well over 1,000
at peak Jovels - was deatnistic
Contemporary reports brought forward this editorial from the ferséy Times in February 18
arguing the need for a paid town po
A gang of balf drunken fellows, belonging
and shouting in the very heart of laws. and eodesvouring
se in which they deseried a light; and this between midnight and
rming, with no police. afficer of any description to interfore and put 4 «
ruffianism

And later in the same month: “We are sorry to hear that depredations are nightly committed in the
parishes of St Martin, St Saviour and Trinity by some scoundrels supposed
Catherine’s Bay.' There followed reports of people being waylaid, threatened and robbed, fasm
houses found food missing, women ‘even in broad daylight’ have loaves of bread taken from
them and ‘the owners of vegriable gardens and fields around St Catherine’s also feel @ nuisance
for scarcely u vegetable can they keep, the depredations are carried on o far as even milking
cows in the day-time’, ;i

There were attempls to do something for the immigran:

gent Trish people whose whole wardrot

851 there was  report which stated: ‘A sermon was preached on § ., at the
Chapel, St Catherine’s Bay by the Rev. Jas, Le Maistre in aid of the S erine's Bay Sunday
School, when the sum collected amounted to £4.0.0d."
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it impinge on
pesceful life of the Inland whether they searched for foed, drink or p! It was simply
large a group to assimilate. They were evidently regarded with great suspicion, and there were
several reports in the local press of unpleasant and th & behaviour, These epud
in @ letter to the Jersey Times by the company's neer, Me. HTW. Neville

Even o there are reports, in 1851, of an event which quite understandably shocked
public sensibilities of the time, The fersey Thmes ca a report of: ‘A disgraceful scene in which
two unfortunate women, stripped 1o their waists, were induced upon 2 pitched batd
ously mengled each other in the presence of speciators; two brutes in the garb of men, acting as
their respective seconds!
However, it is hard to beliove that & hundred and fifty yeass ago a firm of contracto:

have been so solicitous about the welfare of their workers as Messrx. Jackson and Bean were for
the years in which they were responsible for building the Breakwater. They brought over their
own surgeon-doctor, who was called in whenever an accident took place. T
accidents, and he was kept busy. In September 1849 there was also an outbreak
Mattin, with nine deaths occurring among the 33 cases. Dr. F. Padmore of St Helier, was called in
1o help treat the sufferers, and when the outbreak was controlled he was presented with a g
watch and chain by the colony of workers. A nearby house was converted into a small hospital
where injured warkers could receive immediate attention, and was also used 13 a dinic for the
children of the workforce. This building at St Catherine is stll called 'Hopital today. A school
was estublished for the Bfty or 30 children of the warkforce. One pupil was s ligent that his
higher education was paid for by the Seigneur of Rosel. In the evenin 5 vom was used
as 4 sort of social club, and the members of the St Catherine’s Harbou ass Band {miti
ated by the workers themselves) practised and gave performances

it I8 8
ence wre received from the workmen'. / Ontr

spir of the

13 L Chapelle in the lane runnin
5

5, has the story of St Catherix
b sight of a long br. stting out to sea for no 2
find a use for it, and there have been st
development. Perh,
harboar was never finished. St Cathy
place.

ST CATHERINE'S LIGHTHOUSE

The first lighthouse, & cast-ir
erected at the end of the break
The light, 64 feet above high water
paraffin wick bumer giving a fixed whit
of 100 candle-power with a range of 10 miles
Although: replaced by a double-wick burner in
1906, the method of illumination remained the
same until the fight was extinguished at the out
break of war with Germany on 3 September
1939 Indeed, the same unit wi it in_june
1945 and wass only replaced by a more mode
system in 1950, This was an acetylene flashing
tight with an increased range of 114 miles at
585 candle-power
e lighthouse keeper from 1936 to 1953

3 ett, whose widow still lives
at La Frénaie near La Chasse. She remembers
the ofton frightening tagk of lighting the lamp
undertaken by her husband who had to negoti
ate the length of the breakwater in the fac
gales, breaking seas and driving rain.

The light was electrified in 19
after the ald tower was replaced with the present
galvanised trellis structure. Happily, the ongi
nal 1857 tower hiss been preserved and now
be seen outs the Maritime Museum in

157 St Cokrmine’s Lig
Helier. Reoong)
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THE ROYAL NAVAL TRAINING SCHOOL

Little # known about the Royal Naval Training S¢ There are old photog

masts and all the rigging of a ship set up in th ; house in Gorey, now known, appropri-
ately enough, as The Old Cadet House This house, which stands off the track leading up &
Vietoria Tower, was the quarters for officers and staff. It is believed tha

a typical mid-Victortan naval building, now known as Seymour Farm, nearby. When this pr
exty was bought in 1908 by the father of Captain F. Ahier, there were nternal communications
on the first floor, and the family had to climb up an outss srease and walk along an open
verandah for sceess to the rooms.

There was & reference to the Royal Naval Training 5 n the Britich Prest and Jersey Times
Almanac for 1863, saying: “This school was founded in the carly part of 1860 by Captain Philip de
Saumarez RN, under the superintendence of Commander C. Bamey RN, commander of the
Speedy, Master, Mr: W, Pawley. Thisty boys are cducated and trained as pilots and thirty in ship
drill!

The 1869 edition of the Almanac reported: “There s a coraplete staff of schoolmasters and

sunship and gunnery insrctoss. One bundred and fifty boys are yearly trained there for the
Royal Navy in all branches of a young seaman's duty.’

Howe ome mystery still surrounds the tr
have been a genuine Royal Naval establishment be
with the prefix H,M.S. as is normal with naval shore training schools, Al
was not appointed solely for dut: the school, but, according to the Navy Li
H.M.S. Dasher, “additional for Training Establishment at G ", Strangely t

sumarez or Commander Burr
ip Ahier recorded that the States of Jersey had begun to provide funds in 1836 ‘towards
wilding of the Naval School at Gorey'

THE OYSTER FISHERIES
Balleine describes Gorey as ¥ ge the Oysters Buill', Despile its img g Cas
was on 2 slow spiral of decay d of the 17th century until the beginning of
century. The oyster boom o

In 1

There is an old decayed pier, where such small boats as use the neighbouri
resart.’ By tho beginning of the 19th century this
s of the castle in 1

ys boen an oyster bed not far from shore, Even prehist

aysters, for oyster shells have been found at La Hougue Bie, and the be

throaghout the Middle Ages Both the French and the English fished clo

was & limited export of Jersey oy and, The export trade 3
despite a French law passed in 1785, the English started to arrive soon afterwards to ex
extensive beds off Chausey, only one to three leagues from the French coast. By 1810, & r

ery had heen established in Jersey, chiefly to supply the merchanty of the chartered

yster companies of Kent and Sussex, although Essex dredge ptinued to be the largest contin
pent of non-Jersey vessels in this new Industry.

Gorey was the favourite v Jore) en 1816 and
1817, at a cost o
intended 1o prov
Bouley Bay. The

oTe pieTs,

La Rocque and




0 Cary vt alsegride Gerey Toer, Sevevat of thvar cesses et sstivoed ) G Ay prods
190 crtary. They seere TI5, caypsnitr-bult cvamle dvwn by ¢ 650 e g cerrm fows Srresd luanding
dous s prakaiy wn ciadien O frgest S s Mt e JART s cold owt of ke v in

area but also took the overflow from overcrowded Gorey which remained the principal base. By
the 18305 it ranked a5 the third most important port in Jersey after St Helier and St Aubin.

redgers landed their catch in the harbour, the sters were sorted and packed, and
then the: ast vessels to England where they were laid down in Kentish —or other
beds - for fattening g sent for sale in London. The whole operation was carried out 63
swiftly e oysters would not start to decay. Also, the landing, sorting and
shipment ¢ 1 ne as much as possible in the o vening, or even
at night, ‘ hellfish were not subjected to the full heat of the day

ARITIME ST MARTIN

The first big boom ¢

were sent Lo
ear. In 1822 the industry relied upon more than 30X by over 1,500 British
men, In 1834-5 catchy I dramatically and did not recover until the 1850s. The trade had
benefits for the Island economy. The sorting and packing of the oysters gave work to nearly

r people in the eastern part of Je irculation of a considerable sux
ctivity i the o ¢ ymmerce of the Island'. Oy
ersey that they w J

The competition for oysters caused serious
The French were hostile to what appeared t0 be & Briti
when, after 1819, English and Jersey dre
within cannon shot of the fort there.

The diplomatic incidents were in res
of tesritorial waters and exclusive fishin
fisheries. The British did not exercise a monopoly of the oyster beds — there was an intrin
ence in the ways oysters were fished in as much as the British way was a general
whereas the French regulated the fisheries by specific banks. To the French fishermen thy

ur of the British was outrag s as not only were they dredging what they regarded as Fre:

1 than not, they w {oing it in the restricted season,
3 forced to offer compensation after incidents occurred in which

British oystermen (mostly English rather than Jerseymen) raided the French coast, bent uf
destruction of French fishing gear, and clashed with u French warship. The Licutenant-Governor
of the lsland was divected to order English and Jersey boats not to fish within one league of the
Frenich coast. This did litde to appease the French, however, s they had demanded that British

yster boats should not come within two lesigues of their coast

Further clashes took place in 1822, and the States complained to the Privy Council
about French harmssment. In May of that year, British warships arrived in the waters between
Jersey and France, but they were intended as much to curb British aggression as to discour
hostile action by the French. Diplomatic negotiations were opened between the British and the
French governments over the problems of the oyster beds and, in a gesture of concilistion, the
British Government in 1824 ordered thut British vessels should keep out of 2 zone extending two

gues from the French const in the disputed area.

Ihis no doubt mollified the French fishermen, but the members of the British fleet were far
from happy. On the morning of 14 March 1828 near Chausey an English fisherman, John Smith,
way killed when boarding the cutter Fanowrite, under command of a French prize crew, after being
arrested by the French naval vessel Gotland. The States ¢ again complained to the Privy
Council about the hostile conduct of the French, but the comp was rejected, The British
Government, embarrassed rent sabotage of its attem at o diplomatic solution, con
demned the actions of the En ndl Jerse ystarmen

The oystermen 18305 in disconténted mood; the two-league li

ome rests s ationed at Gorey did as much to curb the
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British fleet as the French. By the mic the decade catches were fallin
the industry seemed lmminent

The States of Jersey took decisive action. Tt moved to control the industry and restoc
yster beds; which were already suffering from over-fishing. An Act of May 1834 imposed ne
regulations, and an inspector equipped with a cutter was established at Gorey to enforce th
Botween 1834 and 1837 the States spent newly £4,000 on regulating and encouraging the
industry

The Je overnment had laid down new beds in Grouville Bay in an attempt to boost the
industry. These had to be carefully preserved until they were rip ging. Bul the oyster
fishermen were reckless and by no means law-abiding. Tn 1838, around 140 boats raided the
forbidden beds. The Connétable, Mr. Godiray, tried to get the fishery protection cutter Crackerto
take him after the oystermen but was refused so he took the States cutter, fuca, al
Inspector of Fisherles assistants, Mauger and Payne, and four naval ratings from the Crac
Rather than the ring leaders he amested Thomas Ahier, the captain of the first boat be came to;
George Vardon was arrested for inciting his crew to throw the Inspector's assistants overboard
and Heori Bougourd was anmested for resisting arrest!

On 12 April the oystermen raided the beds again, and this time the Connétable asked the
Lieutenant: Governor for help. He marched out at the head of a company of the 60th Regiment of
Foot, the 4th Regiment, St Heller Battalion of the Royal Jersey Militia. A couple of cannan balls
brought the boats back 1o port, and 96 mose skippers were arrested and later fined by the Royal
Court. The only ¢ of this f the Oyster Shells was the Lieutenant Governor, who

né weeks later. But the actio i bring the oyster fleet to
under Jersey's control

Interational negotiation
have exclusive rj within d
similay rights off the coast of
Exception was an area ¢ T ¢ p Ia to Pointe
Meimga near St Malo on the
Britich accepted that the Freng

& and the Fr

usitil 31 August, but litthe altempt way i
the inspector of the Jersey oyster fishery at Gorey, and ch ¢ ¢ in the port

After the boam of the 18505, however, the position changed dramatically. Partly because of
smaller catches in Jersey, the British flees urther afield for oyst
new beds In deep water in the English Channel, between Cherbourg and Dunkirk, These b
were easlest to fish in i} mmer and yiclded catcl ‘he 1ch inte put a stop
10 this pew deep-water indust d nded that the British 2 nt should enforce th
closed season fo > W i ut about wheth
been intended to t side Jersey, but British law +
to the French request 1o enforce the ban, & new law was passed to darify the
British oyster-fishing inchsstry sare wric led than ever befors, Fr
Jersey oyster fishery went into rapid dechine

The mid-1850s saw the industiy’s great o, In 18, - 5 manned k
1,300 seamen, exporting nearly 180,000 tub: ). In addition, mare than
11,000 pints of oysters were exported by the can actory, which bad been
Gorey in 1837, By 1860 there were only | ill fishing, expor
collapse secelerated, and i 186:

). Wy had the rot set in?

The decline was not
thun in the Channel ports. The demise of the industry was examined by seve
committees, which identified three possible and co

Oysters suffeted @ naniueal periodic decline in their reproductive ¢
Over-fishing and fadlure to observe the closed sewson had depleted stocks
The closed season - a corservation measure - had Iy resultor the faily

ysters, because the previony constant drodging had prevented weed accuml
Weed was now choking the young of the ays

The 1566 Se:
option. An added factor was the French fishermen's determina to extend their exclusive zone.
British dredg y, w resse redge indiscriminately,
even taking th vhic! 343 echa should be thre
But whistever the reasons for the decline, the rapidly diminishing ca B60s soon
forced the Jersey oyster fleet to go elsewhere, Sadly, in 1871, the ir o Jersey oyster
ery made his | g led that only & * din that year, and
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p
as clearly moribund. It had, however, left & permanent imprint on the

eastern camer of the Island

THE NEWFOUNDLAND TRADE

In the cemetery at St Ges Cove on the coast of the Gaspé peninsula there is 8 monument
bearing the dates 1819-1972 and the following inscription

THEY N THE SEA
YHOM THE CHANNEL
ISLANDS OF GUERNSEY
AND JERSEY
DESIDE THE SEA
THEY BUILT HOMES
CHIZRCHES AND 5§
FROM THE SEA

AND BY THE Sia
THEY REST

his is a lasting memorial to Channel Island settlers whose family names are to be found on

the grav cemeteries around the Gaspé coast and whe dants bear those names
They include fumily names which are familiar in St Mat

The first inhabitants of this region around the estuary of the St Lawrence R: were North

American Indians whose ancestors crossed the land bridge betw Siberia and Alaska at an

unknown date and, over countless generations, eventual eir way to the eastern seaboard

of the continent and the Gaspé peninsula. They were called the Micn
Huron stock, Gaspé is a Micmac name, said to mean Finisterre. This, says Marguerite Sy
one of the many affinities Gaspé has with Brittany in history and legend.

It has been suggested that the Phoenk , who were great voyagers and traders, discoverss
the continent, and that their unrecorded stories of that distant land may have been the origins
the legend of Jost Atlantis. However there is little doubt that the Vikings were the first to cr
from the other side of the ocean and o establish a settlement on the coast They had seitled in
Iceland and Greenland before the year 1000 and there is a romantic sto
Icelandic merchant named Thorfinn Karsenfi spent a winter with Eric the Red at the laty
Greenland home, There he met, and subsequently married, a beautiful widow named Gudrnig,
whose late hushand had frequendy travelled from Greenland to western lands, and during the
long Wwinter evenings Gudrig related the tales about those lands which she had learned from her
husband. Thorfinn resolved to journey himself to those parts and in the following spring he
mounted an expedition of 160 persans to explore them. Reachi:
the south and came across the remains of a Viking ship that had been wrecked \ ¢
sailed on to Gaspé Bay and to what is now the Base des Chaleurs, where they established a
settlement. The following winter was a hard one, and they sailed further south to the Hudson
River where they traded with the local Indians. However a quarrel with the Indians developed
and the expedition retuned to the Bale des Chaleurs, The settlement was later abandoned and
Thorfinn returned to Greenland. Several centuries would pass before there were again European
settlements on the coast.

Fishermen from Jersey hud discovered the rich fishing grounds of the Grand Banks south of
Newfoundland by the 16th century and probably earlier. They had fished far north in Ieelandic
waters and traditios s that on occasions they i bee by north-casterly
gales and had found the fishing grounds within sight of Newfoun:

Suiling Ships) that Joha Guilleame is credited with having brought the fiest
fish to Jersey in 1596, and in following years Jersey vessels regularly set out for the fishing grounds




cach spring, veturning in carly autumn, The small vessels used for these v red at St
Malo because little shelter was available in Jerse:
that time a French possession. The Gaspé peninsula had been daimed for
Jacgues Cartier, whose expedition set out from St Malo in 1534 seeking a noeth-west
passage to China. That circumstance did not, however, prevent Jersey bouts from fishing in New
foundland waters. The anr voyages to the fishing grounds led to the
nent setthements, first on the east coast of Newfoundland, then on the sout
of the island and finally, late 18th century, on the Gaspé peninsula
who live today in the comfort and security of $¢ Martin to imagine the courage and fortitude of the
fishermen who sailed over the Atlantic Ocean in quite small vessels, and of the familie
followed them to sét up homes in that far-off tereit
The first permanent settiers on the peninsula were the French (known as the Acadians) who
had settled in Canada during French rule, and fishermen from Normundy and Brittany, but they
weze soon followed by people from Jersey. It was only three years after the
the Seven Yoars War with France in 1763 that Charles Robin, a young man of 23, first went to
Gaspé. His employers, Robin, Pigan & Co. ly had establishments in Newfoundland. After
eat hardehips in the early years, Charles Robin built up an enterprise in Gaspé, based at Paapébi
which dominated ecodomic and domestic life on the Gaspé coast for
up of these businesses on the coast, the migratory pattern of fishing
although ships still averwintered in the Channel Islinds before carrying stores to the settlements
in the spring for the next fishing season. They also brought the crafismen needed for maintenance
of the fleet ~ carpenters, sailmakers, coopers, blacksmiths and other artisans. The young appren
tices were bound for four years it the end of which th
The
which led to the creation of a comiplex export trade from the Newfoundland fishery. That trade
erable managerial and organisational s d required the importaton to the
o almost all the goods and equipment that were ne ¢ the catching and pres-
ervation of the fish, the maintenance of the fishing fleet and the sustenance of the residents and

fasrmme St MazTiv

The cod catches were brought ashore for gutting
untl they were ipment. By the mid
established, The fir the triangle was the outward voyage fron
fishe ith store ers. The se
to Portugal, S

After the sale of the e t 1o their home ports with goods from the countri
they had visited: for example « and sugar from the Caribbean and South America, fruit and
wine from the Mediterranean countrie es an e from Engand Thus, af
mgost a3 & by-product, the cod trade d LOINE carrying trs ing Jer

for 4 shoet period, a centre of commerce, and brin able Jersey mer
chants. The signs of that pre he ine residences
built by merchants with their profits from the cod trade und its a

Just as the shipbuilding industry declined for rea: 0 e the control of the Iskind, so
external economic and political changes weakened the Newfc i trade. A final blow was
the failure of the Jersey Banking Company in 1886, This failure resulted from the mismanage
ment of Philip Gosset, who was both manag Bank und Treasure $ Thereafter
the Island’s economy revolved again around agriculture and tourism, s
recently,

VRAIC

ersey is not the only place in northern Europe where vraic has been used for cent s 1o fortilise
and improve the texture of the Jand; but nowher has this product of the sea

used and appreciated. highly has it been prized that detailed rules have been made, and
strictly énforced, to preserve the harvest by pr ¢ over-cutting of the weed and the conse-
quent deplotion of the crop. An old Jessey proverd is ‘Pons de oraic, point de hautgerd” (No sea
weed, no corn stacks)

Vric was, and is today, most extensively used in the coastal areas of the Tsland and particu-
larly in the east and west. The reasan why it is
less used in ficlds on higher ground away from
the coast i not the seemingly obvious one that
vraic is heavy to transport {although it is} but
that vraic spread on the land cools the oil and
those flelds of heavier soil are not warmed by
the spring sunshine as are the cotils of St Martin
ond the lighter soils of St Ouen. The use of vruic
declined with the introduction of chemical fer
tilizers, but a drive around the ¢ s coust
in September still many fie tils
spread with vraic, 0 be ploughed in later in

preparation for the planting of Jersey Royals.




centunes, o the cutting of
vraic. This industry encouraged the building « hen the value of
burnt vraic ashes as a fertlizer was discovered, be

than to first carry it home. An extensive level platform was created there an

bulldings for ls\)'ing out and drying vraic before it could be burned. G.R. Balleine, writing in 1951,
tells us that 4 fisherman named Philip Pinel built himself & cottage on Blianque lle in 1848, in
which be lived for nearly fifty years, surviving off fish and burning seaweed to ashes. He built up

a Nourishing export trade to Jerscy, and came to be known as the King of the Ecréhous.

In 1935, Marett wiote: ‘About half a league to the North West of this Bay [$¢ Catherm
there is a small creek called Rosel, where the Islanders keep several boats both for fishing and for
going w Ecreho, there to fetch such sea-weed is they burn and manure their land with.!

The historian Philip Falle wrote somewhat lyrically about vraic. After describing it as a
Weed more valuable t0 us than the cholcest Plant cultivated in our Gar e wrote:

‘Tis gathered only it certain thmes ap| e Magistrate and notified o the Pe
by the public Cryer on a Market-day. There are two Sessors of cutting, the one in Sum
n;r(, the other about the Vernal Equinox. The Swmmer s being first well dried by the
n the Shore, serves fae Kitchea and fewel in Country a 3 & hot g
and the ashes, which

and after bured by the Furrows of the plough, s in
ee and fertilizes the earth, imbibing iself int
and keeping the Root of the Com moist during the most parching

Maxrris

casts It upon the $
Officess attend to seeing {t distributed m just Pre

John Le Seelleqr, who fatms the family property Haye Hogard and some of the Rosel Man
land, gives a more prosaic but more scientific description of the qualities of and the
why he continues to apply it to his land. It contains trace elements such asx anese, magnesium
and fodine. Jersey soil is not rich in the former cloments, and jodine seems to be active i,
eelworm. The weed containg small austaceans and molluses which provide calci
substance in which Jersey is lacking. The weed builds up bumiis which is drawn down into the soil
by easthworms and, in general, land which has been treated with vraic produces healthier plan
Carting and spreading vric is heavy work and costs about £80 a vergée. The old method of using
horse-drawn curts, so familiar from many of Edmund Blampied's lithographs, has given way to
tractors hauling large high-sided wailers carrying twenty times the load of the old carts. Tractors
with front-loadess have replaced the men with forks seen in the Ouless painting of St Catherine
There are two kinds of vrate: the srad v 3 1 18 the weed torn from the
i lié which is harvested from the
s with & sickle. The distinction was important becanse whilst vrat veny might be collected
from the beaches at any time, the harvesting of vraic tailié has been subject (o regulation for several
hundred years, at first probably by custom but later, from the early 16th y legislation,
The laws were codified by the Cade of L f the Iy ) 1771 and ha
many times. The Cod contained partic




subsequent enactments, For the east coast it provided that % accordance with cu
vraic could not be cut over more than one tide. Generally, the
before sunrise or after sunset on penalty of a £10
special provisions refitting to the western paris permits the cutting of
30 April between sunrise on Mondays and sunsel on Saturdays, Howey
vraic from the rocks did not survive the German Ocoupation o
wene which is gathered for the fields
Sollecting and carting vraic was heavy work in w
, writing in 1817 with reference to yraic
'.,, even in the midst of winter, whole famities, si 1, women and children of both
are seen raking together the highly-prized boon of Nature, and sometimes L higl
watter; vraicking, like a Catholic holiday, suspending other sec 3 ally dur-
ing the cutting of the waic taillé, sustenance was ne eded during the day and was provided in the
farm of the traditional vraic cakes (small buns containing currants or raising and ll.nl'.mﬂl with
spices and peel), builed pock, 1 large keg of ¢hder and a smaller one of brandy. Formerly, suppers
would be held at the end of the season with singing, dancing and other smusements, but this
custom appears (o huve declined during the 19th century ‘ )
mers, particularly those living near the coast, combined farming with fishing and
Mlect vraic from distant rocks is of great antic The Assize Roll of 1309
tinais, with 24 other men, went Lo Les Ecrehou
return joumey the boat overturned and many were drowned. Balleine recor 1931,
‘under the queer law of deodand the boat that had caused the accident was sente need to be

Maswmme ST Manr

the [
d been built at St Catherine in 1824 by John Le Huquet wing account
of the tragedy is taken from sey Seas, Cotst e of fersey Seamen by Philip Ahier

moring, July 30k

cipiain droppod

squalls of rain,
and at the i hen the
st of wind thrust the v
eventually to sink

Meszn Joho Pallot (Capt), Francis Amy,
jor in thele small bout hastened to rem
promising them that they would return
them. They left one
These two now tog efuge ng the shrouds, rec

Folks had seen what he
elescope that 1
by holding each other’s hands

Mz Phillppe Matie
at La Rocque 1o get to
with his son, My, Jean Marie and Messrs Elie Gaudin ane
get his boat afloat at about § ¢’clock. But befare they could get to the trgie spot,
parsans an La Conchiére were swept o wave from off th .

Pilot Marie then proceeded o 3 they saw the two petvant whe
clinging to the shrouds and who had been in that v 1 for three hours
When she suw the pilot bost coming to hier relief she flung berself into the sea, thereby
hopin w X to rise no mace: Mr- Marso and his
strave hard by meany of ropes to save Mr, Jean i vain,

One of the men placed upon the rocks by Captain Pallot jumped (00 4 small boa
but it was hurled aguinst the other rocks, smashed to bits by the of the seas and ity

4 drowned,
It was 0ot kaown how long the Aive other persons placed smongst the rocks re
ve, i 4t was a lengthy period their pasition became perifous. They must have
seen that the rising tide would engulf them nnd the: e must have boen terrible
i ve awalting relief. Captain Pallos ulimately rescoed them and brought them
to shore, but they were completely exhausted when t

Mi Thomis Le Seellear and four other persons who
did all they possibly could to come to the ssist i h
vocks, but th s 30 tempes at thiey could not upp
threw averboard the vraic thit they had collected and wero ¢
hour. They had the mor ton of seeing several pervon: r the other

A detachment of sallors from H.M.S. Sz with lang abonrd set ot

orey Harbour where they wes aboned in s end, r to be ¢
trip to La Conchitre pro

opyright P




1, were drowned,
201 1844 and towed to

damage. The boc
sat of Mrs. Falle

A wbscriptio
from the tragedy and yielde

The States of Jersey ve
way of compensation for any losses in
the Laurel

Vraicing could be a dangerous b

ST CATHERINE'S LIFEBOAT

Jersey has had an inshore lifeboat since 1968. Initially, the boat was funded b
members of St Helier Yacht Club and the St Helier Lifeboat crew, and was
; St Helier Harbour

0, the Royal National Lifeboat Institution (RNLI) took over re

sponsibility for the inshore boat and a 15ft D-Cla flatable life! s §ta J Cather
ine in an old German bunker behind the viv feboat, which had a single engine and was
operational in summer months only, was launched by the whing the boat on & trailer
down the stip. So damp was the interior of the bunker that snails and shugs had to be removed
from the boat — and the crew’s vilskins - prior to lunching.

Early in 1983, sea trials were carried out with a 176t twin-engined C-Class inflatable lifeboat.
As a result of the success of these trials, in the early part of 1984, the new C-Class biag of
Jersey, funded by a generous donation from the Clarkson Trust, was established in a pur
station alongside the sailing chib at St Catherine

The local RNLI honorary secretary of that time, Har
asked Assistant Harbourmaster Frank Jeune to run the St Catherine Station, and with a crew of
around fifteen local volunteers the boat operated 24 hours a day, all year round. During her time
at St Catherine between 1984 and 1990 she was launched on sexvice 111 times.

During one sérvice, in October 1983, the lifeboat was damaged during a search of the rocky
waters off La Rooque in thick fog. Whilst repairs were being offected by the RNLI in Cowes a
reliel D-Class lifeboat was stationed at St Catherine. The following week, this lifeboat was in-
volved in the rescue of six French sailors afier their yacht, Zxelan, hit rocks and began sinking off
Seymour Towes, With the tide falling, the heln had 10 negotiate the lifeboat between the rocks to
reach the stricken vessel and find space on board for the extra passengers. Cramped enough with
four crew, the lifeboat ended up carrying 11 people to safe water where the St Helier Lifeboat
standing by. The rescue, which lasted five hours, > l in a national sailing magazine.
the lifeboat was called out 1o search for twe on after they

On another oe , in 1
failed to return from & ride across Grouville beach in fog. They were found, with their horse

nour Tower wh
1 the rising spr
with them, the
Gorey for blank
sons t see them through the night belore the
next low tide when help arri from the share
It ook a major night-time operation, 1
diggers and tractors building & ramp over the
steps (o the tower, and covering i
the horses back

y 33 hours after their
ardeal began Th: led to several storie
~ and cartoons ~ in the national press. It was le
on the day of the rescue.

The aperational rang Jutherine Lifeboat is not restricted (o the east ec
Services have taken the lifeboat across w the French t on various occasions, including
hour-long service w t quet, 20 miles south east of the stati
After the 1987 Sark Lo Jersey rowing race, the lifeboat ended up towing a different sperdboat back
to Sark, The crew received a few quix looks when they walked into the bar at the top of the
hill, in their drysuits, in h of fuel and 4 drink before the trip back to Jes

It was the extended range and duration of services carried out th:

1989 10 carry out sea trials with a new class of lifeboat. In Octol

stationed in & pew buger boathouse built near the tower in St Catherine’s Bay. Initially the relief
fleet boat Lions International was based at the new station until, in October 1991, the station’s own
lifeboat fesie Eliz came on service

The Atlantic 21 was developed by the RNTT in the late 10605 and proved to be an economic
method of handling rescue work requiring a fast launch and passage 1o a ¢ y, along with the
ability to work close 1o rocks or in shallow conditions. The lifeboat, which is seven metres in
length, is a rigid inflatable, the hull being made of glass reinforced plastic. The o three is
seated on a console unit which contains VHF radio, compuss, controls, a GPS navigation system,
first aid kit and other equipment,

In the event ip: crew member activates a gas botthe which rapidly inflates the bag
on u rolbbur asembly above the engines. Withi & few seconds the boat rolls upeight and the
engines, which are made inver can be restarted. In 1996, the twin engines on fest
Eliza were teplaced with more powerful 70 hp engines providing speeds of up to 34 knots, Les
Ecréhous could be reached in just 15 minutes from launching and Gre north-west
comer, in only half an hour.

One of the more memorable rescues carried out in fessée Eliga was of a surfer on New Year's
Day in 1994. By that evening the wind had picked up (o a gale foree 7-8 and the helmsman recalls
watching from his home as the waves came over Gorey Pier and into the harbour producing
sprey which rase up and over the houses. Momen his pages went off - cries for help had




St MaKriN, Jex

heard by the
boat launched
The conditions w
launch the whole rig, comprisi
and Tifehost, shed up th by the

breaking b : d out
e tradler. The passag
was bampered by the heavy, confi

™ At e Bz, 5 rignd nglevakle, S v y \! 2 and hail ¢
o 3¢ knots. (f Evening Pant, o thann twenty yard
They finally arrived on scene one hour later but were only ible to Jocate the surfer afte
his eries for hely aving pulled him from the sea at 2250 it emerged that there was ac
another person in the water in the area. Having landed the first surfer on the beach at Gre
boat returned to the scene, searching out bey: 4, joined L e St Helier
alled at 0130, The lifeboat returned to the scene with a fresh crew at first
light, 0730 The search was called off after the pilot cutter Ronez found the second surfer clinging
to his board
In recoguition of the courage of the crew that night, senic
awarded ‘The Thanks of the tion’ on vellum, and the t
and John Heyes, were presented with framed letters of app
presented with the Walter and Elizabeth Groombridge Award for (b
performed by the crew of an Atluntic 21 that year
The ability to manoeuvro the Atlantic 21 class lifeboat in low water was highlighted by
the rescue of a boy stranded on a rock, sgain off Plémont, in Apeil 1996, Conditions on this
occasion meant that the lifeboat was on scene within § of launching. With a two-metre
swell beeaking over the rock he was on, which was surrounded by o paller outcrops, the
anly approach was via a sarrow gulley. The crew dropped anchor and with seas breaking over
the Hieboat and only three foet of water under the keel, the helmsman, Bruce Ferguson, veered
the boat down {reversed) towards the rock to reach the boy and carry him to safety.
On Easter Monday, 1995, the lfeboat assisted in the rescue of 300 passengers from the
crippled ferry St Malo afier she struck tocks off La Cosbitre
The longest service the lifeboat has carried out was on & Sunday in March 1996 at the end of
busy weckend in which there had been & service on the Saturday afterncon followed by an
engine change and a major pre-amanged exercise the next morning, The fifebost was launched
2135 on that Sunday night to search for an overdue fishing vessel and returned to station at 0130
before being launched again at fint light, 0530, Ther two crew changes and refuelling
staps, in beys around the coast, during the day and the boat finally arcived back on station at
2030, During the 19-hour service the lifeboat ended up more thin 15 miles offshore, south-west of
La Cotbi puse. Sadly, only wreckage from the missing fishing vessel was found
The y sboat station is manned by 12 sea-going crew and two lunches
hanic ati d are dedicated volunteers. The first v

MAmIng ST Mai

joined the crew on active service
are called by a pager system and are prepared to d
the | s launched as quickly as pos
During the m commissioning to the end
lifeboat was launched on service 180 t ‘he lifeboat has
enabling the crrwmen and 1 to provide
5 and many ot ¢ anywhere arou

ant part of Jers
s taken plac ¥
industry we 18 , with the work-
s offered by the

Gane i the fleet of dredgers, the » hat bu s, the dredgeemes, ships
almakers, blockmakers, everythin, that went with the oy
Gane o0 are the shops that sold liquor — so numerous that it is said that almost every hou
Gorey Pier and on the adjacent hill sold gin at 1d- 2 g ut the Regatta has ived, a re-
minder of thase heady days when the population of St Martin ’ y the hard-sailing and
hard-drinking oystermen.

The dredgermen handled their ssiling boats expertly. They had scant respect for the local
officers of the law and often defied them. When the Regatta time came, competition was intense
and sailing displays really worthwh

Compet were not in the least averse to damaging each other’s gear, cither
yards or altaching a bucket 1o the keel of a sival. As a precaution, 2 member or more of a cre
would remain aboard the previous night to keep guard, The racing was not without hazard, and
in 1926 the committee awarded £2 to the crew of fubilee in appreciation of their services in saving
SR, Perchard and Mz, Faudemer, the créw of Mavds which had capsized and sunk during the
sailing of the 5th Event. Mr. Perchird obviously was not disheartened by this disaster, a3 the
following year he and Maots won their race

Apit from sailing, there were rowing and sculling races and side shows. Competitors enjoyed
pillow fights siting astride a greasy pole suspended horizontally above the water.

The actual racing would invasiably go well. But it was usually followed by much drunken-
ness and ineviable brawls arising out of the rivalry between the Indead, it seems that this
tradition had still oot entively died out when In 1053, o report of the annoal dinner stated: 'Unfor
tunately at one time immediately following the speeches, things tended to get rather out of hand
and some members were guilty of unseemly behaviour. Jumping crackers and cannon crashers
were thrown under the tables and many of the ladies present were considerably alarm
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The fisher folk would turn out be elves and their be m the finest trim they cou
manage for Regatta Day. All the crews would wear woollen caps & 4 tive coloured
putter, with a long tassel and a pom-pom at the end

snd the would com

survival of sailing re
usually connected with the fishing trade or the

edgeable about the boats, their crews and the racing.

| an an informal basis, but it

the 19th century and it is generally «
by 1899 the regatta wa: established, and with i
ufter live ducks’. Any attempt to revi icular sport today wou 1
law, Similarly, 92 t, ‘b ace for ladies’, might not find favour with the politi
cally corvect generation of

In the years b 4 War I many fine F hing vessels would compete in their
own specinl race s & great treat for spectators. In 1926, the
prizes for the entente hf t tal of 900 fran
However, as the r ¥ L francs fo the pound stesling,
been a sufficient i ! wance of this particy

There & & strong tradition of ] aye, who wi
post until 1934 and served on h
president in 1927 and his sons, Denys and Vivian, both served as regatta captains. The patx
and sponsory inchuded RR. Lempritre, Seigneur of Rozel, T:B. Duvis of the schooner §
Westiward, and Sir Jesse Boot {later Loed Trent). The Boot family held the Jease on Maitre {le at Les
Ecréhous and their boats, fesse (recently restored by the Jersey Museum Service] and Florence were
regular scratch competitors.

In 1946, the Regata resumed after the Occupation. Before World War 11 d were two
yacht clubs at Gorey: Gorey Yacht Club and Gorey Castle Yacht Club. Today Beat Own
ers Association may be seen as thelr successor. After the end of the war | t- Commander
Denys Richardson, the captain, managed to restant the Regatta despite the practical obstacles,
including the fact that the former headquarters, the British Effine Hotsl, was ruined in the Oceupa
tion, On 22 August 1946, some 20 boats were able to take part in the competition, only 15 months

g is still well supported with many vessels coming from St Helier and a
major influx of dinghies from St Catherine’s Sailing Club. Many of the trophies date back to pre-
war days and are keenly contested, The kind of fierce existy is documented in
the records of the protest e. Although protests are usually heard immediately following
the Regatts, there have heea several instances of a prolonged and acri respondence
and appeals made to the Royal Yachting Association. Indeed, after the 1964 Rey the protest
procedure in one case was not settled until May 1 his was relatively civilised compared with
the coer dence which followed an incident in 1961, The streng ' harked




4 GOREY HARBOLUR &

I MONDA, SEPTEMBER lEm 10

R K. ‘
FR L

Proastost: Cammpniter Westrum, R ent: Or. Eowin Gediray | Gaptam : Mr, 1. Luils Os Fays;
Assistont Captaln - W W flisaet  Han, Se: Moosrs. T.F. Meuraat ang G. Mortagu; Tremsurer: Mr. 0. Journasux.
Misssrs, € Maingay Fown, G. P

e —————— Aelrbaa
AR OGRS A TVR IVIES .

G FOR GANA-FIDE FISHING BOAT A of the protesting yacht to the chairman of the
lutecnationsl Yackl Race  of ) " LA

‘farcical and misguided' and the chalrman hin

back to the rivalry mg those 15th-century
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ST CATHERINE'S SAILING CLUB

St Catherine's Suiling Club |
many of Jer: Xpert amateur y it has
provided a base o which families 1 C m ex
perience of dinghy sailing and racing in a supportive friendly environ

The club form held at St M 's Scheol on
11 March 1953, C. Robins was cf §
scription was set at §

The fix: ce ok place between Blue facket, a
s @ “very fast looking Bermudan sloop', Racing in ¢
alongside St Catherine’s ulip.

1t waw not until 1956 that the club acquired its own premises, renting from the Harbours and
Alrport Committee { rpenters’ shed near St C: 's Breakwater for £
the early dayy the fucilities were somewhat primi and included &
mounted on scaffold poles. Water supplies. for the canteen [surprisingly not ‘the galle
obtained from rainwater catchment via a buried tank. This supplied many a cup of beverage
without {ll effect until investigation of the tank disclosed the flosting, decomposed remainy of
several rats and other small animals.

The club has always been particularly family-oriented and great importance Is attached
race truining and general sailing instruction for children, This has meant that the club h
concentrated on safety, One of the club's major expenses has ulways been th wviston of ad
equate guard boats. Their value was demonstrated when a freak thunderstorm devastated an
evening's racing, capsizing the entire fieet, All the crews ware brought a L ; but one
Topper could not be brought back. It was evenmally recovered from the Frenca coast — remark-
nbly unscathed. In the ealy days, gusrd boats were summoned by displuying a large orange
board from the clubhouse; this has now been replaced by VHF radios.

Ihe club joined the Royal Yachting Association in 1857, changed the title
from ‘President’ w the more usual ‘Commodore!, and adopted « burgee featuring the shi
Martin superimposed on St Catherine's Wheel. By 1960, the early fug-sail dinghies had given

ass racing in Enterprises, Scorplons and Mirrors. Race meetings were organised with a

St Thomns" Hospital, and RAF

Thorney Island. A regular competition has also been held against teams from Guernsey and
Aldemn

There has always been a wide range in the types of dinghy sailed, and the fleet has varied from
year to year as boat design has progressed, But Mirrors ha ol the tes e and are sull
among the m f
bers. Fireballs, which were popular sume ywars ago, have more re
modern be b as Streakers, Toppers, Lasers and Isos, which comprise me

pper European Championships in 198
198 the lsland Games came to Jersey and members of St Catherine's Sai
apacites. The clut
sented in the extensive pla 2 ding up to the Games. The club proudly records that i

members took » d in the Laser Standard Class and a silver in the match racing for yachts

Membess have travelled (o various venues, including Hollaod and the Baltic, tc npete in
National and International events, acquitting themselves well and showing the Jersey flag and the
St Cathenine's club burgee. Suiling hasbeen an occupation in Jersey since lime began, St Catherine's
has hetped ensure — in more recent years at least - that pe 7t 1o sail in safety and with fun.

GOREY CASTLE YACHT CLUB

Gorey Castle Yacht Club was formec tly before World War 11, in

1937 or 1938, and did not survive the hostilities, During its brief exist

enge, it established a class of wooden, clinker-buil dinghies de:

variously a¢ Faleons or Weymouth One De

Gorey. They were all named afier birds, such as Kestrel owned by Colo-

nel Christopher Riley, the club commodore, These wete very safe, stead

boats and ideal for instructing cadets

Andalusia Richardson, Colone] Riley's daughter, remembers fondly

the instruction given by Colonel Dyce of Masfant Lodge, Vice-Commodore: *He was a dour man
and a hard taskmaster but taught us well the intricacles of sail which made it enjoyable the
remainder of my active life.' She also recalls that she and her her were never allowed to
bieycle past St Martin's Chureh on Sundays dressed in ‘boating clothes”. This was for fear of
offending parishioners who could not knaw that they had worshipy elsewhere, Bicydle
bags carried a cha  clothes, they accepted the discipline of ‘thought for others' without
question.




St Marxt

The clubhouse ish
with crockery by the burgee and colours of the club.
had u liquor Jicence 1o the detriment of the hotel b
e end of her long and sartori

art nouy crock and a b h. Thiy was in gilt and red-ang

1d valued by ber as a gift from her husband. /
these ilems 1o U ! eI,
After the war, the s of the club were donated to St Catherine's Sailing Clob

GOREY BOAT-OWNERS ASSQCIATION

The C t-Own Association was mnaug on Sunday,
23 Ne 1963 after Albert Able and others had called
the owr boats moor 3 Harbour
fficient inter
form ociation for the benefit o rrned, as it had been felt fo
pome time that the interests of harbour users could be enhanced by the formation of such a body
Pat Gruchy was its first chairman and Tony Chamier (later to be Conatable of Grouville
became vice-c ar 0 bert § son, Maurice Le lfie Le Fevre, Grorg
Langdon, E. Falle and as committer members. Captain RJ. Bolithe and
Advocate Denys Richardson were invited to become patrons and, later in the life of the
wm, Jurat William Hamilton and Mr, R Le Carpentier were honoused in a simil
The nrison détre for the association was to proteet the interests of its members and to act
pressure group to obeain better facilifies in and around the harbour. It was felt that such an
n would be better able to negotiate with the Harbour Office than individual boat o
Accordingly the committee set 0 work 1o improve facilities, though initially their requests were of
a rather modest nature. An application for a power point was made {the chairman remarking that
he hoped everyone would use it) and in 1964 this was followed by one for a ‘hyg
visiting yachtsmen. These early requests serve only to remind us just how much the association
has achieved to date
During 1964, the theeat of a maring development in Gorey became very real - & group of
developers was buying property in the area and submitting plans to the relevant committees of
the States. These involved creating 386 berths of which 205 would have been for vessels up t
teet. At the others end of the scale there were to be 15 berths for those between 70 and 100 f
The depth woold be maintained at eight feet throughont the marina
The membership, once aware of the size of the project and of the proposed cost of keeping
a boat in the marina, decided 10 oppose the scheme. The commit
Richardson and his brother Mr. Vivian Richardson, and the Lattes epted the task of being the
tion's spokesman at a public meeting held in the Town Hall on 15 February 1965
g the proposal 1o build a maring was heavily defeated and subscquently withe

Manrmme St M

and the association owes a huge debt of gratitude to the committes of the nd in part
the Richardson family for the successful outcome of that m:

n with the

easl coasts.

The demand for better facilities grew, and soon the association was pressing the Hash
Office for a depth gauge, storage space on the pier, use of the crane, a telephone box and a
pontoon. Many of these facilities have since been provided hy the authorities

By 1966 the association had more than 60 members. The annual subscription was ten shil
lings and the wse of the power point two shillings and sixpence. The crane was made available to
members and Alfic Le Févre was autharised by the Harbour Office (o opesate it.

The social side of the association began to develop and suppers were held in conjunction
with the Combined Boat-Owners” Association, One of the first rallies to Porbail was held on
Sunday, 13 July 1971

With the growth of the membership and the increasing commercialisation of Gorey cam
the problem of car parking on the pier. Many meetings were held between the cammitiee and the
Harbour Office, but to no avail. Three-hour parking was introdu uch to the dissatisfaction of
the boat owness. This problem remains ~ although rather worse by now than i 1971

Today the a intion Is thriving with a membership exceeding two hundred., Its activities
include rallies to Les Ecréhous and France, sipport for the RNLI, Channe ds Air Search
and the Jubilee Sailing Try cial activities (including s ) primary aims
are still to provide better facilities, and also to peomote good seamanship and safety at sea. None
of these things would be possible without the efforts of those far-sighted boat-owners back in
1963.




The Community

Ma Péraisse
Par Amelia Perchard
, qu'est ma pleal
Ow'mst qu'mes anchi
fu tous dé I.rYJ!c en

¢ rusettes, bordées &
d'muthalles dé granni,

l églyise auvec san haut cli

Toutes ses {'pétres dé vérre couleuthe.
Ou'est qu'nou trouve la fouai et B paix,
Dans 3'n inmense trantchiflies!

Y'u eane municipalité

Qui n'aime pon vige trop dé changements;
Ex tiche dé garder pot' pimis

Eune pliache speciale pour nos d’scendants!

Amelia L. Perchard (née No#l), born in 1921 in St Martin, has lived in the Parish all her life and is
ane of the Island's acknowledged experts on Jerrais. It was ber ficst language, and she has been
competing in the Norman-French section of the Jersey Eisteddfod f cight. Over the
vears she has written numerous poems and plays for both junior ‘xru( adult ¢ vun;w . Onesact
plays written by her and entered in the Eisteddfod for the Parish of St Martin have won the '
Enfuntchis Trophy' 11 tmes in 16 years. She has also translted and adapted many songs, C

carols hymns into Jérriais. She is @ member of the Don Balloine
Trust, has been a member of I'Assembliée d

1

recently formed ‘Parler Normand et

ST MARTIN'S BATTLE OF FLOWERS ASSOCIATION

The Battle of Flowers is a unique Jersey institution wh epping into
the new millennium with as muc 1 as it enjoyed when it be
gan in 1902,
The first Bas o ate the coronation of King
Edward VIL Such was its success that it has continued every year since
— intervupted only by the two world wars, Until the 1960 it was domi
nated by floats entered by individual families, and the Nowers were pulled
off during the parade and hurled down onto the crowds of spectators. In
more recent limes the Battle's prem: ave m the par-
ishes of the Island and leading clubs and s
dismantling the floats has come to an end - larg ause of incrensing
erns about the likelihoo 3 rious injury Coartery of Aroctt
Support for the Battle waned for & time, but it is now possibly strong
than ever, and St Martin has established an impressive record of suo in the competition among
the floa
St Martin's Battle of Flowers Asociation was established in the 1960s. It fist entered th
Battle in 1968 under the chairmanship of Bill Perchard. Many people still involved today will
remember some of the spectucular floats and the ever-growing chassis, until the decision was
taken to restrict their size.
Between 1970 and 1988 St Martin was absent from the Battle, but the parish’s presence was
re-established when Peter Germain set up a new committee. The first float was ‘Spirit of the E
med by artist Michael Richecoeur, o resident of the Parish. Bob Pallot then took over th
leadership of the team and took the Parish on (o win the Prix d'Excellence in 1997 with “Ce
Calypso’.
In more recent years the chairman bas been Percy Gicquel who, with designer Nancy
‘Thelland, has shown that the Pasish is eapable of producing some excellent floats
The energy and community spirit whlrh goes into the production of any lar
Flowers float is a remarkable thing. St Manin’s entry is no exception, The mgin committee, lh
band of flowes grawers, the Diamond Club weeders, the army of people who tumn up to help cut
and stick, the dancers and costume-makers, the refreshment team, the builders, welders, engi-
all of them take past in & huge community enlesprise which culminates in
two parades which now take place on the second Thursday and Friday in August
Not only does a Battle of Flowers float need people, it also needs & place. The »
suitable venue is paramount and the construction of a 40-foot float requires plenty of §




nding om the Le Couteur

5
of the float cii vodifi tractor. Two iron

tached to the wactor, with a platform resting between. Whe

hi restrictions. Each year the float is s

lecade, power steering has be

flowers required for each year's eatry have o be ordered b of January
X stems of different colours = usually mastly chrysanthemums, as it was found that
they last longeat and nre mo: le for the job — must be ordered fr
Asters in four different colours are also grown; these are planted by vob s in & field in the
Parish which is donated rent-free for the purpose and are tended by retired volunteer residents of
St Martin,

About & quarter of the foat is usually decorated using harestails, These ase ordered from the
UK, dyed in various colours, and are prepared as early as possible: se grasses can be stuck
onto the float well in advance of the parade itsell, and ‘harestailing” - undertuken by a group of
volunteers - usually goes on for several months

Building the float itself is overseen by engineers; small sections are often built separately and
joined on later. Building materials include plywood, metal, chicken w ardboard and polysty
rene. Once the framework is complete, the whole structure is covered in papier miché and painted
in the appropriste colours (o be used as & guide for placing the flowers later.

Fixing the fresh flowers in place starts on the Monday of Battle of Flowers week. For three
full days and nights the building shed sees feverish activity, carrying on until the early hours of the
Thursday morning — the day of the Batile itself. During this week food is provided to the construc

am by another band of volunteer helpers,

In the big day itself, the float is manned by over a dozen people wearing costumes specially
designed t complement the theme of the float, and made by dressmakery in the Parish.

Such is the enthusiasm for the competition in St Martin that a junior entry was established m
1995 and they have already won several trophies




ry, St Martin has won many major trophies

The Bees' Weddin, Prix xcellence
Dragon's Festi Prix d’Honneur
Melody Time Prix dHonneur
d’Honneur
1978 T ixcellence
1988 3
1989 Hurray for Hollywood se and lllumination Award
1990 Teddy’s Toytown
1991 James Bone
2 Flying Down to Rio  Camival
Russian Rhapsody Prix d'Honneur
4 Cirgue d lllumination Award
Flight of tasy Prix d’'Honneur and Hluminati
Iotem Piece and Mlumination
Coral Calypso Prix d'Excellence, Best Animation & Inter-Parochial
1998  Night on the Tiles Prix d'Excellence

St Martin's Juniors have won the following trophies:

19 Magic Dragon Prix de Mérite, Fully Floral, Best in Class Awards
1996 Enter the Emperor 3ed in *

997 The Guard of Atlantis
1998 Catastrophic Mo Humoro Floral, Best in Cla vards

THE SCHOOLS OF ST MARTIN

One hundred years ago, there were at least seventy private schools in the Island. Many of these
were in isolated country communities, where it was easier to send small children to a local ‘dame
school with a few pupils, rather than enforce lengthy, twice-duily perambulations across a parish
to a central school.

Even in these larger, central schools, there were sill difficulties with the transition of lan
guage in the early ycars of this century. While there was re from the education authority to

in French

St Martin's School
A Parish embly was called in February 1897 to consider what St Martin should do to fi
requiren a law passed in the Idand three years eadier. The Law on Primary Ir

pDyrigh

Wroohiay R

WHZY Sehoo

which took effect from 25 January 1894 placed a burden upon the perishes of Jersey t provide
place of education. But in St Martin, 5o school existed in the area of the Parish Church

The Par 5 esolves
& committee was charged with finding o suitable site, negotiating a price, pre
specifications, and mating the total cost.

The committee moved swiftly and, three months later, another Parish Assem vas held to
consider their recommendations. e author
ised to pass a contract to buy three vergées of land, which formed part of the field known as ‘Le

n du Shed ou Grand Jardin' from Mr. Charles Pallot, fils Jean, The agreed price of the land

i) e erection of a wall to divide th d. The
voted the sum of £500 w cover the co the transaction and suthonsed the circulat
pound notes guaranteed by the Parish. This production of bank note @ mon
in those days. They were reimbursable at the rate of £100 per annum

Correspondence and plans went to and from Whitehall over the next two yeurs 3
aot until 13 July 1899 that the Parish Assembly accepted a tender submitted by Messrs. S
and Baker - bullders bused in Gor to build & school for & sum of £2,836 10s. The Assembly
voted the sum of £3,000 for the purpose and it was agreed that the work should be completed
within 12 months of the agreement being signed. It was also decided 1o ask the States' Education
Committes to half the cost, which amounted to £1,543

A Commemoratian Stone was laid in October 1 in the presence of Fredenick Richardson
Le Brun, Connétable, and varions other dignitaries. Asilver trowel was preseated to the Cosinétable

aring the following inscription: *Présenté 4 F. Richardson Le Brun, Gent, Connétable de St Mar
tin, & I'occasion de la pose de la pierre commémorative de I'E dale, Le 19 Octobre, 1899

The commemoration stone itself was placed above the main ¢ of the school and carries

the wording:

ECOLE PAROISSIALE.
F. RICHARDSON LE BRUN
CONNETABLE.




A small Jead sealed safe
of documents, coinage an : A (Jerssy Times and By
\; Le Riglemes
Liste du Rat de la Paroisse de St Martin
us silver and branze

After the cerem Connétable entertained the committee whic d cartied the ro
sponsibility for planning the new school, and other friends and dignitaries, in the committ
room of the P Hall

The Parish School ed on 1 October 19X with 59 pupils. Within two years, this number
had neardy trebled, In those ay. cheol was not without its difficulties. The first head-
master, Mr. & Paéy, reported "Many scholars are not conversant with English”. The

report the following year advised that the managers sh e gly advised to
maintain a strong staff in ‘this new and difficult school’. There was no explanation of the nature of
the difficulties, but language differentials, agricultural absenteeism and the inheritance of the im
grant labour for St Catherine’s Breakwater may all have been contributing

In 1910 The Rector, G.I Balleine, who also acted as correspondent {supervisor)
was particalarly damning and reported that: “the children are irresponsive and inarticulate u
oral examination and generally indisposed to active mental effort’, On the other hand, the evamen
Jrangais of the same year awarded 31 'excellent’ certi « and 55 ‘bien', This contrast possibly
provides an interesting Insight into the individualistic spproach to language in St Martin at that
time. Certainly, the 1916 report on the infants” class th ak French' would not be applica-
ble today.

In 1902 the school elosed for the celebration of the Coronation of Edward V11, with the school

nly Battle of Flowers, Gorey Regatta and St Martin's Horticul
e’ race from St Malo to Jersey. From early ¢
h the school choir 5 I times, winning the Do

The St M
cher on 13 September 1920, She was for
attending Salisk ollege. She retired from teaching in 1966
the school. ? h worked for a further as a St Joh
nurse at Jersey General Hospital A number of othes teach e i lifetime of sen
hool
In the 19305 the Parish School absorbed not only €
those from Dr. Barnardo's home at Tei e This initially ¢
for 1932 recorded

own, and it hel| ¥

tutions. On the other hand the s s from the two hoo
sohool into great difficult L B difficulties is t

the sexes has been upset &

At the same time, the
ferved from Bamardo's, came under the general supervision of St Martin's $¢ . Many of the
Barnardo's boys eame: from the Stepney orphanage and a report of their prowess was extremely
eritical. "Oul of & total of 73, only 36 are of normal capacity, whilst 25 are described as dull and
backward and 12 as mentally unfit” It seems that there was a measure of relief at St Martin'y
School when Teighmore was closed in 1933,
On 29 May 1940, school closed for the annual potato-digging holiday. But this year was
special, and it was reopened prematurely, to determine the numbers of children evacuated
the Island. On & July the school log reported laconically: ‘attendance poor
conditions following Occupation of Istand by German forces',
The following year, an official request for names of those students whose parents »
them to leamn German elicited four names out of & total enrolment of 172, A
there were increasing absences due to lack of footwear. Many resorted to wooden clog
repalrs were curied out with old tyre covers. The food shortages had « great effect on school
life. It was deemed wise Lo curtail sporting activities and, rather more strangely, but for the same
reason, & directive was received that caning on the hand was forbidden. In 1943, instruction in
German became compuls for children of 12 and over and, on at least one occ
ummoned to report on progress to the German anthorities. Lunchtime soup
for the children, but as the war progressed it became ssible to obtain fuel to

In 1946, 46 boys from the former Faldou, | were milated without problems. Four

years Jater, His Majesty's lnspector concluded his report saying: “The children are a




irivg
(Beatrive Le fivgnet Collrnien

ously happy and w iy i o Sche ® tive community,” Although cleacly
much has changed a1 S in's § i v tha one thing has
not. It §s still a happy school in & strong Parish

St Martin's (Quéruée) School
A schoal log book covering the period March 1900-October 1920 is held at §
into which it
younger children but there is no evidence to suggest where it was located. Just like many other
country schools, there was mijor absenteeism at the time of potato planting and on several ocea
sions the school closed completely for three or four weeks in February and March. When school
resumed after the summer holiday in 1937, the log reported: ‘Attendance this w has been very
low owing to & great number of children being still employ &
as 1940, the country schools closed for the month of June for the potato-digging se
children of the millennitr-end, transported to schood in their parenss” air-conditioned sutomobile:
live a life far removed from that of their great-grandparents for whom agricultural labour took
prec o over ‘book-learning’

In March 1919 it was reported that there were 197 registered pupils at
Centrale et La Quéruée’

St Martin's Collegiate School
s0 known as ‘Silk's Academy”, the school was founded in 1905 by Mr. William E. ‘Pop® Silk,
who ran it until he retived in ; d teacher and is remembered with
respect by his former pupils. The day before he died at th of 86, he told hus daughter, ‘T have
anted to do anything else
20l was started at Cl , Gorey. Writing an a posteard view of Clairval soon after,
said, “This was taken in 1906, I have since extended the premises — I keep a limited
number of good class boys (35].

Thr Caun

By 1911 the school had outgrown its
premises and moved to Springside House, A
number of parents reque: that their daugh
tees might attead the sch wd it beca
edurational, There were imately fif
boarders at Spris
France, but Mr. and Ik found that this
was maore than they cope with comfc
ably and, in 1920, aiter another move to Les
Alpes, the number of boarders was
favour of an increased number of day-pupils.
At this time, the name “St Martin's Collegia
School’ adopted, The school built its own
premises in La Longue Rue i | Ttremained
open throughaut the Occupation but the Jersey Evening Post recorded that the 1941 celebraty
the headmaster’s birthday was the Hest tme in the school's 36 years that the pupils had been
unable to provide a present. ‘Bul," sud the article, ‘it did not deter them from clubbing together..
and expressing their good wishes in prose and verse on & handsome Huminated vellum wrtist-
cally designed and written by an old boy of the school, Mr. C.W. Springate, and read wloud by the
head pupil. R. Le Boutillier.!
When the school closed in 1948, a number of the pupils red to De La Salle College,
h was better known us The Beeches at that time.

came into being in 1923, apened by two imaginative and intrepid sisters, Mrx,
Hilda Ahier and Miss Linda Le Seclieur who were ably supported, especially in th
French, by their mother, Mrs. Elizabeth Le Seelleur. Among its first three pupils wa




h
es into the minds
elocutic t by Mi
its curriculum at a time when this was
School pupils were not among thy
The school closed in the 14 lowing the death of Miss Le Seelleur

Les Alpes (Miss Touzel)

Better known as “Touzel's', this school was located initiall ville. All the classes took place

m one lurge room. Elsie Touzel continued to teach until she was 90 and w ntioned in the

Guinness Book of Records a the teacher with the longest known period of
1889 and started teaching at the age of sixteen. She set up her first school at L

pupils and Miss Touzel herself tanght languages, history, scienc
keeping, The school continued until 1957, when & broken hip forced Miss Touzel to give up full
time teaching, She continued with private tuition for o further two y he was ninety
Among bes pupils were John Germain (192
wha credits Miss Touzel with being a major infloen acquisition of eight O-Levels
Elsie Touzel typified the dedicated ‘dame-scho acher. They were the backbone of coun-
try education yntil improved transport made consolidation of small schools a practical propos:
penking of her in 1981, Margaret Le Broeq, a pre-World War T pupil, said *She was a great
linacian and wi ot stand any nonsense from any of us. But I think she taught us so well
that we had a better start than many children

Faldouet School, Upper and Lower Divisions

] was not a separate school as such, but established the education of the boys at Teighmore
Barnardo's) and Jersey Home (Haut de La Garenne). lts records start in 1917, the

for boys of 11 and o n 1ore and the Junior Schoel at The Jersey Home
for Boys. It continue L setior hoys were tra s t Martin's §

St Martin's Catholic School, Berni Centre
When Father Larose came to Jersey in 1884 he was keen
as it was felt that Catholic children then bei:

Numbers grew quickly to 80 and every room in the house was ¢
that Father Larose had to move out
The school was closed by the States in 1911

Lynton Private School, Rue des Marettes
The school was started by Miss Perchard and was later run Edith Blampied (née Springate)
It had at least 20 pupils during the Second World War and closed soon after the war ended

Greenhill House School, Les Landes

This sehool, which operated in the early years of the century, had a reputation for being strictly
administered. Tt was run by a Miss Olive Martin (later Mrs. Du Feu), assisted by a Miss Whitley,
and had as many a8 40 pupils.

The National School

This school was Jocated on the Gorey coast road in the building which later became The Weloame
It The headmaster was a Mr. Taylor, assisted by Mr. C: Miss Sybil Le Cocq. The sehoal
closed during the 1914-18 war




Crown Stores School
“This building, known previously ss Palist’s
became a school for a short period.

Rozel School / Rosel Manor School
Located on Rue des Alleurs, this sch
opencd in the 1880s. Ose of its first teachers
was Thomas Stent, who was bom in 1865; his
father was a gardener at Rosel Manor, Thomas
must have shown early promise, as his educa
ton was paid for by the Seigneur. The family
returned to Lancashire, but Thomas subse-
quently answered an advertisement to teach at
Rozel School and so returned to Jers aTy-
ing Emily Mollét of St Mastin in 1890, Thomas
progressed from Rozel to Headmaster of St
Luke’s School in St Helier, where he taught for
many years. Am

Edmund Blampied, who obvi

an affection for his teache

wards, he sent drawings u

each Christ

Jormer papd

The Heppist Dags of Your y
ot ing Gewrge V1. (Pwtn. Jussey Buesing

Beechside (Miss Cooper)
This small school operated at Rozel in the early years of the century. ILis reported as having only
five pupils

Rozel Mill (Miss Vardon)

Miss Vardon's school had seven t pupils and operated for & mere three years from 1926

School for Young Ladies at Elmore

This school, held at the Le Huguet family home, was in existenc

brochure. However, this tells us litde beyond the fee structure

pupils und age and 10s, for older girls. { piano for
prac 2. 6 It cted els Renouf and that the schaol
closed bel




JERRIAIS IN ST MARTIN - THE LANGUAGE SHIFT

Twenty years ago, 300 people in the Parish of St Martin still spoke Jérriais
with any certainty how many still speak the Islk
Until the beginning of the 19th

had commercial dealings with England, ot who had studied ¢
progress was much slower in St Ma

as in St Helier and the built-up areas along the so

ere St Martin differed from the rtry parishes was in
the effect of = huge influx of English-speal

the people employed in the building of St Catherine’s Break
sarey. Both the: es brought

many English-speaking people to the Idand, and their stay — albeit tem
porary ~ must have had some impaet on the
198 Frenck origing, (e PRrSHL W)
sbatng by Sseda Bellay)

ply assume that most of th
involved Exj hers ng to the mainland, but they depart
upon St Martin, principally in the Gore
Elsewhers in this book, we » varied fmprin
building of the breakwater, und the oyster fisheries. This chapte

had on the language. Apart from C

it had done for centuries. By the

some English, but it was not generally their first language

language of church and chapel, as well as of the legislature and the law courts; Jerriais was the
language of the home.

Teaching at Rosel Manor School was stil i me the langnage
of instruction when compulsory schooling was introdaced towards the end of the 19th century. St
Martin's Ecole Elémentaire opened in 1900, The inwoduction of schooling in English must have
been an important factor in the anglicisation of the country parishes, although many children
appear to have started school knowing no English. There is an entry in the log books of St Martin's
School for 5 October 1900 recording that ‘Many scholars are not conversant with English’. As lnte
as 1951, at least one pupil — now a teacher - was in that ssme situation when he started school.
There are stories about teachers forbidding children 1o speak J¢ hery no donbt the
were acting in the children’s best interests but this policy must have had a long
impact on the continued use of Jérriais. Until the Sccond World War, however, Jérriais way still
widely spc y mast of the native-born inhabitants of the Parish, inchuding some with English
sounding surnames like Richardson (3 prominent St Martinais family) and Manning.

The ot began to set in witer the war, when some chil 8 d refusing to speak the
vernacular wh their parents used. In other cases, parents started speaking English to their

children, although they still used Jerriais themselves. No doubt there wis a feeling that in encour
aging their children (o speak English, they were being ressive and fashionable, and
enhancing theit fitture pros Unfortunate
Z ler prestige
he last
ormation about Jérrial wed
the number of people in the Parish who declaved the: peakers of the vernacular to be 300
271, or 9.2 per cent. This was slighdy lower than in the parish
John (122 and 13.4 per cent, respectively). Why were fower people in
it? Probably because of the long-term effects of the breakwa
fishermen in anglicising the Gorey area
The damage has been done and few, if any g prople are native speakers of Jérr
a strong desire to preserve the language i manifesting itsellf Oaly tme will tell whether anything
significant can be salvaged by classes in Jernaus, whether they are taken on a voluntary basis of as
pt of the school curriculum. Given the inability of the schools to produce any great competence
in French, hopes should not be pitched oo high
It is, however, time that we examined the saliont characteristics of Jerviais. This poses a few
problems, Firstly, although it is grammutically, » p xically m, there are
surprising phonetic variations in it, considering the relatively small size of Jersey, which mak
difficult to describe its sound-system in a simple way, The main division is that between east and
west, but within these areas, there are many local vadations: Dr. Frank Le Maistr
inchaded in his Dictionnaire fersiais-Frangass, distingishes by
~ thuse of Les Landes, PEtacq and Ls Moye in the west, and Mont M:
in the north and cast. The area round Rozel, pardy in Trinity &
pinpointed, though not mentioned by name. The local Jerris
ences in the quality of its nasal vowels in and ainfein, whic




Island. A second particularity of St Martinais is referred to i a poem about Jérriais written in 1875
by Philippe Langlois. According to him
St Martin (' disent aegr

Faisant de |' 7un £ comme en pey

The mere usual pronunciation of these woeds is e ‘indoed’ and péthe ‘father. In his Dictimn
Jersiais-Frangais, published in 1966, Dr. Le Maistre noted that this pronunciation was still h
the Faldouet area: ‘Cependant, les gens de Faldouét diront eacore de nos jours pex,
ele, ponr pére, mére, vérits”. This was written over thirty years ago, possibly on the basis of &
earlier contscts, and it has unfortunately béen impossibl Jeerriais is still
characterised by this particular St Martinais trait ~ or even to find anyo S
ing it. There probably is someone in the Parish who still uses
much longer ?
Before attempting to describe some of the feature §
nd, and related, difficulty (. The ¢ purely pho
on in a work of

this kind, though it permits much greater sice of local

authors, which write Jérriais according to the spelling conw A nch, with

me modifications de
the sound of # in English mother,
other significant differenc

etains differences betweer

i ot pin pronounced differeatly from f
. The letters and i do not correspond French equivalents either: except in St On
words like & { e ¢ wunced like English Aaif and coat as diphthon,
Jewviais (EJ) has a number of other secondary diphthon, asticularly

words like dewx ‘two’, which is pronounced like Engl. ¢ I que ver

nacular even has (perhaps one should now say had) nasal d; g ds like ¢ misse
distinctive consonantal feat h ¢
hangue *hip® and kache ‘axe’, and the general replacement ¢ | 50 #h and dgwhere
they were followed by the front vowels ¢, {and s | 7. coeur), foki Fr.
q re (Fr. guorre) or
The most unusuul developments & ecting - Where (t survives, this consonant is
pronounced with the tip of the tong back of the mouth, as in Parisian French. In
nments, however, i SR . ¢ ny 1 that was originally
intervocalic has generally been replaced by th {cf ather’ thue ‘cod’, ete.}, but also by
zies well as thin words like magu'se (also maquthé and magu'é) ‘mackerel’. As we have seen, St
Martinais {probably that of Faldouet) is said to have been charactenised by a greater 5 while
that of Trinlty has 2 more frequent retention of v, and St Ouénnais has a distinctive tendency ©
ntroduge 4 into words which never contained an int
brought into contact with certain ¢ ants, it took d
series of [pronoanced) double consonants, as in pot tie
*hay-making’, etc. This has created differences such =
7 pallais ‘1 would speak’ (Fr. pardais and parlerais).
Typical phonetic features of the northers form:
belong) are the retention of Latin 4 and g in words like cat ‘cat’ !
‘garden’ (cf. Fr. chat, chaud, vacke, jardén), and the differing development of |
the vowels ¢ and i which have generally changed to a shsound in Jérniuis, as
sound of French (cf. Jerr. chent, chendye, Chent'nyi, but F
Norman feature was the failure of the diphthong o to diff
French has ended up being pronounced as [wal. This accounts for the difference between (for
er, mais ‘month’ and Fr. mods, or sasle 'sail’ and Fr. ¢ A feature of some varieties of
Nonman - inchuding Eastern Jérriais (E]) - is the retention of an earlior diphthong ax in words like
Jérr. enud *hot’ |pron ke English cow] and Aawt *high’, as well as in plurals such as j'vaux
"horses’, whereas the Western vemaculars (WJ) typically have a enced like the o¢
of Engl, ‘hoe’, A feature that is obse:
German as 7~ rather than |
or vitchat ‘wicket-door” (Fr, guickel).




St MagmiN, JERSEY

any of the features of Jérrinds date from a more
centuries are not all that recent. In many cases, these secondary
ones in Lower Normandy. One is the dev nent of {in cx
via f- to y, as in pliein (pr
- probably eartier ~ feature of m;
has normally become lin words like fimi
reduced to a y- sound in French (famile,
This clearly does he i i .rviais phonology ~ that would
demand a whole book — but it is time to touch on same of the other characteristics
an French, particalardy in EJ.
ms of Norman, [erriais has preserved a number of bortowin,
(n kind of doy
‘currant’, han'galingale’, higard ‘stackyard for corn', ##0 “trough’. It has also retained many ar
words or senses that have disappeare m modern French: coudrre ‘to run’, coudtre !
*crutch’ (Old Fr. ‘flash of lightning', feuntochi ‘to singe, to smoke' (Old Fr.
iel', mdrri ‘angry’, 7. mucter), out (o hear', souler ‘to be in the
0 cough’, ete, etc. Other words have developed senses th er different from their French
equivalents: a dids is & ficld, a cemp {the Norman equival fiastisa
hedgerow, not a ditch, and a hérnaivis a b art, not ‘haumess’, which s /e gra
rns are bosrowed from English, and pronounced as in English, but
difications that thoy have under
gone: of. Miatchin ‘blacking, boot-polish’, bosgue ‘bin, troug
boiling clothes', deéle ‘gale’, gelecsss "braces” (from dialectal Engl, galfus
e,
There are some lexical vaniations within the Island, muinly between
is known variously as a mégue {western motigud) or dowrdon @ mi/myi (honey fly), and by
Martin and Trinity, as an ain (3 word derived from Latin agas). The acom is a g
tchénelle in the west. Stairs are o grésin EJ, but a feseéin W]
, plitrey in the west (the plasterer is consequently a causa
EJ, and a plidtrens in W]} ‘Manure’ is conré in EJ, and fumyi in the west
The ‘missel-thrush’ is a salein E] and a herbettein W] A rool s a tuthe
in St Ouinnais, bul a Ligfelsewhere — and so on
There is not enough space for ruch discussion of the grammatical
forms and syntax of Jésriais. We can, however, note general stmilarities
betwoen them and the more conservative Norman vernaculars of the
Cotentin and the Basse-Normandil singgly for French-speakess, j
jéinused as the equivalent of Fr. nons, whil s the equivalent of Fr. un
As in Old French, the equivalent of the French plural pronoun ils is i
[from Latin ili), The endings of the pasé simple tense have been largely
gularised, as in Normandy, on the mod; ir verk
j'mardkis, ete., which has helped this tense to remain one m «

not general on thy

peninsula) ich ha ose ties with Jé

of the impesfect und conditic

‘we/you had'), which also have near parallels in Old French 2 r modern Norman vers

The linguistic situation in St Martin at the millennium is unforty one of the nes
triumph of English, although there are atill of those 300 Jéeriais-s around. Un
nately, the younger ones are mainly in their fiftes, a
at thelr mother’s knee - 50 it is only o matter of tm
thit Jearnt in classes of various kinds. For those who se
element of Jersey's individuality, that is scant consolation

There was & wealth ¢ 3 early part of the 20th
century, as we know that at leas S > iste s no doubt due in part to the
unecessity for the folk of th % to make their own entertainment, but it also helps to illustrate
the great strength of the of the Parish of St Martin, Little i known of these bands, other
than from the reminiscences pravided by Beatrice Le Huquet of the sl Drum Band, which
was led by her father.

Captain Philippe Le Huc s the founder, in 1909, of the St Martin’s Fife and Drum
Band. This group of men practised each week in the greenhouse of the Le Huquet family home,
Elmore, and staged regular performances. The major event ¢ r year was Guy Fa r
when the band would march around the Parish, playing their instruments, always finishing at
Rosel Manor where they would perform for the Seigneur before receiving suitable refreshments.

Philippe Le Huguet and his brother Thomas were shipbuilders and ran the family yar
Catherine, where they built 44 vessels < some of them were small cutters, but others were schoon-
ery and brigs of over 100 tons, constructed for the Newfoundlund trade, P s was born
in 1836, also had musical talent, and he wrote the scores and composed music f
Drum Band, He played a very active role in the hife of the Parish, and was also a churchwarden
towirds the end of the 19th century. His band was a prominent feature of the social life of the
Parish in the early years of the century, and it played a significant part in the Purish's pes
celebrations of 1919. The Band's activities came to an end when Captain Le Huquet became ill m
the mid-1920s.

St Martin's Brass Band is recorded in several fine photographs dated 1908. There is also 2
picture of its members marching at the head of the procession in the 1919 peace celebrations. This
may or may not have been the same band later styled the United Brass Band, a picture of which
hangs in the Public Hall, s band was affiliated to the Wesleyan Guild and the Slade
Seelleur families were among is members. 1t is believed to have ceased activity
early 1930z and its remaining funds were used o purchase new hymn book




Manriy, JrRsey

wl Mirar, ¢ 19000, Capéssive

¥ Bvass B of 1908, ¢ Aeppy and

David Le Seellenr remembers the instruments being stared in his
hood. The Jersey Methodist records a concert held on 10 Mareh 1921

decorated and whaeve
miost cortainly put all his {or her) heart into it Som
Islund and explarod many veins for talent, and the fare 3
and mafe voice choir rendered gre: vice. The banjo, as usoal, pr
able items, and u tro readesed with spinit, humour and musical talent
house down, and the President had to refax from the sternness and
¢ a3 he hod done for the banjo duet.
andmaster Tesh received a token of the men's respect and gratitude in the form of
d phetograph of the band. Our President in a fow words made the presentation,
all frfends who took part in the organising of the concert and who sup

The band played st bazaars, fo hurch events lsland-wide and also paid at least two

visits to Guermsey. Possibly the highfight of its carver was & pesformance given for King George
when he visited Jersey in 1921,

In the latter past of the 1930s, there was another fife and drum band, much lar ger than the
earliec one of Philippe Le Huguet, but only a photograph survives and nathing is known of this
band other than that | T. Amy wa time bandmaster.
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ST MARTIN'S OLDE TYME MUSIC HALL
St Martin's Olde Tyme Music Hall began on Saturday, 3 December 1968, Mrs. Sophie De La
Mare and family and friends were at Eden Chapel to see the Youth Ch 3 of Olde
Tyme Music Hall, under the chairmanship of Harold De Gruchy, What a show it ws
Sophie s0 impressed by what she saw that n t 3 1 Havold i § d
contemplate doing the whol d, and in Apeil 1960
the very first show was staged at S Public Hall. It was the result of u great deal of hard
work by the very talented De La Mare fi friends, and much planning and f
whie’s home, LAbr, St M
old De Gruchy was the chairman of this first production, and he was supg
inns: Alan Mollet on piano, Wilson De La Mare on double bass, and Barry De La
Mare playing the drums. The production team cons 5 > and her grandson I)-.\'»nl De
La Mare, who went on to have a successful career i aging shows ut Swanion s Hotrl,
St Helier, and also in Bournemouth h
The final night of this first production - Muvis, Melody and Mirth—beought only one complaint
from the audience. They wanted more. So, by ular demand, Sophie De La Mare put on three
maore shows at the Public Hall in | 3 flocked from all over
the Island and still the unlucky ones had to be tumed away. On the last night of the 1973 produc
tion Sophie and David De La Mare asked the cast if they would come with them to St Hehenf And
50 the production went to town, and in Ogtober 1974 plsyed o capacity sudiences at the Opera
House. The move was logicul, The show had proved s
but putting on a production in St Helier was quite  challenge.
off. The Jeriey £ 5 October 1974 reported
an extravaganza of music, melody and mirth,' Yes, they had come to town,

e Tyone Misic Hall preveats Roaring Twenties an 197

ular home for the next ars, It had become
land’s social calendar. Since its inc L been run

informal basis by members of the De La Mare family, but as th isation grew it
the burden of responsibility should be shared by d that the
placed on 4 more formal footing,

A moeting at the Hovel S n 4 December 1974 was attended by I
ers, organisers and woll wishers, and it was wnanimonsly decided to form a so
main aim should be to preserve and foster the spirit and traditions of Olde Tyme Music Hall and
to continue to produce shows, the proc of which should go to chanty. The first officers of the
society were elected

Chatrman: Wilson De La Mare, Secretary: Dennis Perrin, Tr er: Roselle Perrin

Committee: Monica Noel, Dinuh Pallot, Pam Pallot, Mrs. Harold De Gru hy, Dav
La Mare, Ken Fax and Stephen Geary

‘The first charity to receive a donation was the Jersey Blind Society, which benefited to the
tune of £300 ~ the proceeds of the 1975 production. For the next 22 years the ¢ Ipera House stage
echoed to the sound of music, melody and mirth, riaining thousands of people, who all
to love the unique personality of Olde Tyme Music Hall.

Sophie De La Mare continued to support the society, becoming the Honorary Life Presi
dent. Her help was tremendous, nspiring many a producer, and she was always on hand ready
to give advice or support. The members of the society have never rgotten their commitment
to those less fortunate than mselves and over the yesns have raised £30,000 for local

ame

Y, they have never forgotten their debt to Sophie De La Mare, a great lady whe

d St Martin's Olde Tyme Music Hall and who gave music, melody and mirth to the Island




THE ST MARTIN TAPESTRY

The Parish of St Martin has retuined a strong sense of community which sets it spart from some

the more urbanised parishes in Jersey. The Occupation Tap vas a wonderful community

project which was undertaken by 2 pa s of the Island. However, in St Martin the ex;

ence of producing it was enjoyed so much that, on its completion, the team felt that they would
to start again, this time producing a tapestry panel illustrating St Martin itse

A desigm was chosen depicting familiar landmarks an & b June It was

w0 complete
ed by Connétable John Germain and the last by th e of the
Ligutenant-Govemor, LadyWilkes. All parishioners were invited to place a stitch and groups of
children from St Martin's School added theirs, too.

Such a large tapestry requires expert stretching and mounting, and this was carried out by
the Textile Conservation Trust at Hampto urt before its return to the laland for framing. Tt was
completed in time to take pride of place in the newly-extended and refurbished Public Hall,
which was officially opened by the Bailiff, Sir Philip Bailhache, in 1997; the completed work now
hangs there for all to see and admire

St Martin’s Tapestry
30 May 1995-21 June 1996

Designer and Co-ordmator:  Nancy Thelland
Helen Baker Patcicia Myers Jacki Godb ly Guthrie
Betty Herivel Helen Horton Alice Laveric Clare Blair
Anne Billot Punes G Vi Alexi Yates rbara Le Troquer
Helen Blampied Patricin. C Amelia Perchard line Garthwaite
Pauline Perchard cky Greenwood  Annie Richardson — Mangacet Poole
Ann Watkin Fiona Yates

GOREY FETE

Garey Féte started Jife as St Martin's Gymkhana. It began in 1948 (o help mise money for St
Martin's Parish Church and, in particulier, to pay for interior repairs, The finst president wi
Reverend E.C. Lempriére, Mrs. Roselle Bolitho was chairman, Ms. Jack Richard was sec

and Mr. Stanley De La Haye was the treasurer. In 1988 Mr. De La Haye took over as ¢

and he continues in the post to this day.

That first Gymkhana was held in the grounds of Roscl Manor, and - unlike today - eques
trian events were the main feature of the day's entertainments, Al gh it was successful enough
to be repeated for about five years, escalating costs became prohibitive and the Gymkhana was
discontinued in 1953,

In 1954 the Constable of the Parish, Mr. H. Ahier, held a meeting with a group of parishion
ers, and it was decided to restart the event, but to widen its appeal and tum it into a Parish Féte. It

THe Comun

at Gowey Mo,

was also decided 1o move the venue to the hasbour at Gorey, in the hope of at
people

Both these decisions were proved to be the right ones as, since then, the Gorey Fé
continued annually with increasing e 1993 it has establis!
the largest parish féte in the Island, attracting ¥ hrough the turnstiles ea
Nowadays. funds raised at this event are shared among charities and oves
has been handed out in this way

A typical Féte takes place on a Thursday at the end of August. Gates ppen at 10.30.m. and
close at 1145p.m.: visitors can enjoy a variety ents throughout the day, with a Grand Carni
val Parade headed by a marching band, a bonny baby competition, fairground rides, a spaghet
eating competition, und & yard of ale drinking competition. The stalls argund the Pier,
and stringent traffic control is required to take care of the crowds and cars. Other popular events
which hive been successful year after year are a grand fireworks display and a disco with dancing
continuing until close to midmight, when the Féte closes its doors for another year. This has proved
to be a winning formula, with old-fashioned fairground fun and more modern awractions de

ged to appeal to young and old alike. The besutiful backdrop of Gorey Castle and Harbous

complements the oceasion - the biggest social event in the calendar of S¢ Martin,

UMELLAGE

The idea of Twinning or jumellage inglish towns,
enger to effect a reconelliation with the rest of Eucope, sought to . Since then
countless twinnings have been established worldwide in order ate cater awareness of
different countries through sporting, educational, social and cultural ties

For a number of years many people in St Martin had wanted to establi own but it

not achieved without much discussion. Sometimes finding a long'|
cult. This was very much the case with St Martin's passage




In 1984 the late Conné , Winter De Gruchy
with St Sauveur le Vicomte were fears sboul the potential benefits, sustalnabil
possible cost of the venture, and at & well-attended Parish Assembly the debate way lively and
passionate, culminating in a vote with only 14 people in favour, and 50 agai
Ten years lates the newly elecied Parish Deputy, Bob Hill, gathered support for u self
ing twinning associiation to be established. Mectings were held with the criterion of seekin,
in Narmandy with  similar background 1o St Martin. With great assistance from john Der
al twin was found in the form of the Commune Canton de Montmastin Sur Mer
The Commune de Montmartin Sur Mer consists of a collection of 12 small villages with a
faround three thousand. It is 2 rural part of Normandy, situated between Carteret
aville and tourism and farming form the backbone of community life. Individually many
of the villages were in danger of losing their identity through the migr: i to the
cities, but through the formation of the Commune or Canton much of the ¥
be retained. The opportunity of estblishing an official twinning was warmly received by parish
jomers in both communities.
Once links between St Martin and Montmautin had been established, they both formed
of visits afforded many parishioners

committees 1o raise funds and organise visits. The
e benefits that would follow, should

the opportunity of learning more about one another und of
an official twinning be arranged

On th ning of 27 February 1997 there was another well-attended P
lively debate ensued but on this cccasion the proponent ¢
association would not require injections of cash from the Parish coffer

De Gruchys wid
anise an official T Ceremony. Mo seil Cast s chosen for
this &nd on Saturday, 24 May I¢ uty of 30 French peaple represen 12 villages
whic nds an sen they travelled to
Gorey. Th 3 4 alic Hall for breakfast,
which incly TS, ] n e astle for ceTemony
Some 140 people attended, as i F y job Hill, in his speech of
welcome, likened it to a marviage ceremony - but & ceremony which united two communities
rather than two individus
The Ballifl referred to the event as not only an historic day but also a frendly one. ‘We in
of our Norn oritag ded *and it is right and fitting in this
ar roots and our lo i K
The Charter bringing the ing into formal effect was s St Martin Connétable,
John Germain, and Dr. Olivier Beck, Conseiller Genern Canton de Montmartin sur Mer, in
the presence of the Philip Bailhache ) , Président du Conseil

Deputy Hill said
Saturday May 2 07 w i norable day for St Man he Twinning Hnk
hough stll in its infancy, s a fitm foundation through the formation of an
industrions St Martin Jumellage Ass ffunding organisa mitted to
fostering relations betw ommnities. sitter ha 3 fand
d 1 mare apparent
: ing of commminity and,
werations and walks of life in & community effort of fri
W 1o Montin

ST MARTIN'S FOOTBALL CLUB
St Martin's Football Club is the oldest in Jersey und might well be the oldest in the Channel
Islands. It was already experiencing suceess in 1894.

Although Grouville formed a football chub 10 years earlier than St Martin, it was dishanded
in the 19305, although kater reformed. The St Mastin club has kept yoing, = record unbroken ¢
by the war

The enthusiasm for foothall was generated in the early days by the milita. In 1919, the S¢
Martin's Football Club colours were b wnd amber, the ¢ % of the Hampshire Regiment, in
which many Jerseymen served. These Hampshire militiamen @ . Jac , 8 man who
was (0 breathe new life into the club in the years after the Great War, when he was elected club
capiain in November 1919

Throughout its history the club’s colours haye changed many he first phot ph

shows & plain coloured strip which may huve been dark blue In th club secretary
was Mr. WE. Silk, the headmaster and owner of St Martin's Collegiate School




artin Fromal

b tumed its attention to the problem of transport. Sometimes mal
played in St Brelade or St Ouen, and Mr. William Le § s paid £3 for uang his
team transport. It was not unusual for players to cyele from Gorey to
- football boots tied to the handlebars - play the whole game, then cycle
By 1932, the game hud yme popular among business people an
the Saturday League, for the benefit of those who worked throw
off. The traditional Jersey Football League played its matches an Thursday afternoons, The new
league started in the 19334 season, with enough clubs to form three divisions, Only two yrears
Jater St Martin won their first honours in the Siturday Football League, winning the 3rd Division
This was a welcome turnaround in the fortunes of the club. The 1
cial disuster, with the annual report showing a deficit of £15 13s. 1d. To cover what was thought
of asa huge loss, the treasurer, Mr, Silk, topped up the account out of his own pocket. There is no
record of his being reimbursed
The winning trend continued. The annual report for the 19367 season read
Qur greatest achievement for many years in the history + Club was the winning of
the Le Riche Open Cugp, In this victory we had ¢ 2yans F.C. wha are champiane of
the Saturday Football League Division 1, ersey Footbull L
Division | Thursday players and inchuded tw 3 Murati players. We al
the Trinity Shi ly say that our te
sented St Martin
This was signed by Z ot, the Y secred he club as tme to

change the co again, and they reverted to black and amber. However, the club only d

10 shirts and one goalkeeper” sery. The substitute had to b khaki-coloured
shirt, und it was hoped that it wonldn't be too noticeabl
The

. At the start of # season,

lunn u-hl the .lul: that he must change the ficl made

available to them. The new field had w termific slope of approximately ten feet between the two

pairs of goalposts and it was not favoured by visiting teamns. However, it was the best the club

could manage and the captain wioning the toss usually elected w play uphill in the fiest half,

ving the downhill advantage for the second, Under the present rules for pitches, it would be
deemed unfit for play,

At the start of World War I1, the club lost most of its players, At least six first team regulars
joined up and the club secretary also had to leave his post to serve lis country. But the | 1
season siaw a revival. For the fist time in the club's history non-natives and non-residents of the
parish were admitted. It became apparent that some of them came from the town areas huum,; to
make friends in the country who might sapply much-nes ables. One sadness of this

olonel Stocker, one of the club's stalwarts who had served in the First
\\m Id \\'u and = n.xw-d only to be killed tragically by & German vehicle while walking dow

ssful for the club. It won the Division | Trophy in 19423
B

A5
Fields




n, in September 1943, it was

irmer chub rules restricting membership to natives, residents of the

stered memb v lab of »
pl.wrm who wanted to join in the suc e St Y . s later this rul

sout the club’s strip. At
claimed that the colours were
confusing for linesnen, wh sldn't tell the difference between St Martin players and the re
eree. The L ered, by a majority vote, to change its pattern of shirt, and they chose the
same colours in a quartered design.
The 19505 and early 1960s were successfi S St Martin’s Footbull Club, In 1953-4,
the club won Division 3 of the Saturday F J g W7, it won Division 4; in 1960-1,
Division 3; and in 1963-4, the Trinity Shield
I 1968 the club initiated & number of j tiea with Ouaklands F.C., and many of the
Ouklands players tly assisted in the social life and administration of the club. This was also
the year that J. De La Haye provided a new playing field which offered the players the
luxury of hot showers. Hows thes eve drawbacks. During the summer the field was used ns
a campsite and players sometimes found tent pegs half buried in the ground. A local bomb dis
posal officer was called in to clear as many as he could find, making it a much safer pitch
The first formal appointment of & player-coach was made in 1969. Before that, any int
ing to sign on had been able Lo start kicking a ball without proper training and coaching, learning
the ndes as they went on. Now the training was more organised and it appeared to reap great
rewards, Iu I'l‘\l 1; 8t Martin won Division 3. In the following year it won Division 2, and the
year afte; it won Divi This was the most successful run that the club had experi-
enced in its hu.m
The St Martin’s Club still does not have its own feld. Although it wonld very much like to
of #ts own, the search has proved unsuc L. Home matches are played at
chool. The teams have enjoyed success in re years: in 1976, the club won the
Trinity Sports Shield, in 1997 the WJ. Collins Memorial Trophy, which is particularly notable
because it is & Guernsey trophy, played for cach year between clubs ta both Islands who are not
competing in the Jeremie Cup. In the final of the katter competition, St Martin, Jersey beat St
Martin, s

ROZEL ROVERS FOOTBALL CLUB

Rozel Rovers Football Club was formed in 1943, to encourage 1t for the young men of the

vingiaine of § st general moeting was held on the new pitch - a field lent to the newly

formed club b > st of La Ville Brie who became its president for the first 16 years. The
e club going and bave good spost

The new club was quickly affiliated sturday Football League,
m Trinity F.C. T yme toam lost
cked from St Martin’s F.C., who were mostly first divisic
game being watched by a crowd of over thr
St Martin's Red C club did much to b

s during the difficult final epis he Occupation, g ising a highly successful
fand-raeing concest at the Public Hall, It is interesting to see that t for the club
in thase Occupation years was eithe ilings and fourpenc

In the club's s c finished second in Division 3. The minutes ¢

. were untucky in losing several of our players at the
beginning o we should have been at the top of the league; how we lost
the two games against Trinity remains more so & mystery s it was thought by all concerned that
they would be our easiest team to beat.” By then th criptions had gone up to five shillings for
seniors and one shilling for juniors, ‘or more, to those who could afford

In the 19467 s, there was much debate about whether to open the club to a wider
public, but it was decided o keep the register of members to the natives and residents of Roze
the eight teams competing that year in Division 3, Rozel finished fourth having played 14 games
wan six, lost seven and drawn one.

The players were woaring a white sirip and, although some wanted to change to coloured
shints, it was decided post-war coupons macde it almost impossible to obtain
the colowred shirts they wanted. By the time they reached the 1948-8 season, the club was fielding
two teama, At the end of the year, the minutes recorded: “The past season can be described a3
successful from a sportsn v N von, pe engagements fulfilled.’

By the time the 1951 4 scason arrived, it was decided ~ after much len, hy det
smend the club'’s rules, The original rules stated that the object ¢
amateur football throughout the vingtaise. In the new rules the words
were omitted. The following year, members debated whether to amalgs
Football Club. The motion was unanimously defeated, and the Rovers were firmly established as
an independent enti

For most of the 1950s the club was sucoessful in the First Division of the league, reaching
third place. The second team was also doing well in the Third Division, In the 195960 seasan,
the club had difficulties:

bably been the most difficult one for the clab sipce it was foanded in

1943, The committee knew at the start of the seanon that we were not strong enough for

the First Division but the Saturday Football League thought differently. Great eredit is duse

to the e for uming out regulidy when most of the time the result was a foregone

conclu d, und alsa because they acoepted defeat without a moan
stom of the First and Third Divisions respecti

Back in the Second and Fourth Divisions, the club played on. In 1962, the St Martin’s Club
made another bid to amalgamate with the Rovers. The message went back: on no account did
Rozel Rovers wish 1o amalgamate with th




ship was thriving. F 4:
Cottage Farm and later played ut FB Fields. There were incressing anxieties to find & ground of
their own and in April 1¢ special meeting the purcha 0 able land
at Le Couventin S Lawrence. Field 503, measuriag 7 verg perch was for sale for £450
vergée. It had been found for the club by Hedley Jehan, one of the club's founder membes
had always followed the matches with interest

The first team managed to . Fiest Division for a couple of seasons in the
19705, and a juntior ele: - \ blished in & blue and white strip, and
in time for the 1980-1 season changed from blue and white hoops to blue shitts with white sleeves.

The record of minutes he fi L the club reveal u general disappointment in
its level of sporting achievement, The report for the 1986/87 season said: The club appears to
have developed into a social club, with the playing of foothall matches a n ry interruption
and, as a resulf, the club bas had a very bad season on the field of play, while social events have
been & remendous success,” Two years later, a new clu costing () was built at the
ground by Denis Satcliwell with the help of many players and club members. It was financed by
the issue of 10-year bonds which have all now been repaid. It replaced the original tanber club-
house built in 1974 and was said (o be the envy of every other club in the [sland, but the official
report rather ruefully reflected:

 iow need to throw the image of being & amall happy club into being a Jarge happy

clab, This will only happen if everyone puts the effort in that

now have the busis of a very suecessfil club and with extra players

squad for Division 1 we will be there to stay this timo and kill the re;

come straight down to Division 2
Sadly for the Rovers, this confidence was misplaced, and the foll ear they were back in
Division 2. The demotion only ksted one season and the club mov n o some of
il years. Although it has not yet won the First Division, over twenty team tn have

its most

ained since 1990, The club felds three senior teams and junior leams at under-14, under-16

Trr. Cosesunrry

and under-18. The Le Couvent ground has excellent facilities and hosted several of
for the 1997 Island Gam
Rozel Rovers has always been » se-knit community since it began during the Occu|
The Corson and Richardson fami mong otk n involved with it since the very
ho had been a foundes mber, an excellent footballer, and a vice
7 and his widow Lucie presented the Arthur Cosson ) al Trophy in
1% the friendly
T winning J-2

LA PREFERENCE, ST MARTIN - The Vegetarlan Home for Children

La Préférence Childr § 3 any wa ell ahead e, Children
there followed a vegetarian reg g before such an idea became fashionable.
importantly, it provided a homely environment for children who found themselves slone in the
world, when other or ations providing a similar service did so in a very dif

ne day they might run a children’s home.
When they finally ach bition, their project became a model which wa
later in the 20th century by other homes in Jersey, enabling children in care w0 enjoy u mc
natural and homely rather than the more traditional, institat style of upbringing

The Wildens came to Jersey after Sydney had been seriously injured in & street accident. He
was forced to spend nearly a year in hospital after which the couple left England to live in Jersey,
50 that he could recuperate more easily,

Barely in hes fifies, Flora Walden was the breadwinner, With her famil up around
her, she agreed to run a vegetarian guest house. They bought & small property by the sea in

rey, which they ran successfully for two or three years

Early in 1'a vegetarian children’s home that had existed for many years in Liverpool
closed down. It left many of the children there homeless and two of the small boys had a father
who lived in Jersey, His wife had Jeft him and he could no care for the boys himself. He told Mr
and Mrs. Walden of his predicament: the boyy had been brought up as tarians and he had no
one to turn to. In addition, an eight-year-old girl from Liverpool, whose parents had deserted her,
was with them. As the summer season had not-started, Mr. and Mrs. Walden d to take all
three children and foster thent, but it was not easy. Very little money came from any source to
support these children and the father of the two boys was unemployed.

The Walden family had troubles of their own and Mr. and Mrs. Walden found themselves
bringing up their cwn grandchildren as well. By 1952 the number had increased to six children
and it was difficult, if not impossible, to try 10 un a guest house as well

By this time the Waldens had made a number of friends and contacts in the vegetarian
movement. Approaches were made to vegetarians in Britain o try

Towards the end of 1952, when the Jersey Medical Officer stepped in and condemned the
little house at Gorey us being unsuituble as a foster home, Mr. and Mrs. Walden turned once more

o gain financial help.




MaARTIN,

g v 1953, (Crortery of
Lt Priferece Hvwe)

to their friends for assistance. Several generous and influential Jersey residents came (o their
rescue, but this sill was not b inance a children’s home. One of those who gave consid:

Sexton, herself a vegetarian with much experience of
nutrition, especially during the German Occupation, and she became a valued friend

They searched for a suitable property and they eventually found an old rambling house that
had been empty for o year. It was almost derelict, with a garden like & wilderess, but they were
offered a nine-year lease. It was in St Martin, rather far from the sea, and needed a great deal of
repair and decoration. The agonising choice had to be made between running a guest house or a
children's home, and the children eventually won the day.

Early in 1953, with some help from local people and financial support from vegetarians
England, the old house began to take shape as a sanctuary for needy and under-privileged chil
dren, who streamed in. The name of the house, appropriately enough, was La Préférence

In March 1953, the Walden family moved in. They persuaded their son and daughtes to
help them, increased the number of children and wrote to interested people und vegetarians for

Mrs, Walden registered berself as & foster mother and all seemed set fair, but not for

y weve beset on all sides by difficulties, prejudice, bad huck with rej lack of water

{sometimes in summer the well dried up and they had to rely on rainwater), stafl sickness and lack
of funds.

In May 1953, armed with & £20 cheque from a well-wisher and a bank mandate, a small
committee was formed in London under the ditection of the late Mr. Sydney Hurren. He became
the bonorary treasurer, with Mrs. Helen Brown as honorary secretary. Dr. B.P. Allinson, Mr.
Cyril Oliver, Mr. Ronald Lightowler and other well- known vegetarians became associated with
the Home and gave moral support and valusble advice. The Home gradually expanded and
overcame many of the obstacles and was recognised as a worthwhile and valuable project both in
Jersey and elsewbere.

In May 1957,

Mrs. Walden laboured on with |

In 1962 the lease ran out and the owners offered the house to Mrs. Walden for sale, b
ere lnsufficient and it was not until the timely arrival of two s and an anonym

)0 that anything oachi e ry figure After several months of

ncertainty the hous fi urchs bout this time the Home was also granted official
atus a8 an English charity by the Charity Commission so that covenanted subseriptions, free of
imcome tax, could be given to ald it
« 1 £ : waler supply came
dried up in summer and that al done on an old-fashioned Aga cooker. There was
little or no heating in the upstairs rooms and only coal fires in the draughty lower rooms, while the
cesspits were grosly inadequate for the increasing family, Yet the occupants munaged to be
happy and the youngsters remarkably fit and well, as visitors have testified
After o number of years of frustration, disappointment and hard work. the rooms w well
heated, all cooking was done by gas or eleciricity and a new well was sunk more than 60 feet
down in the gurden, reliably producing hundreds of gallons of sweet water per week, The d
1o was vastly improved and the children were able to play happily on & well-laid lawn
Ower the yoars, local residents began to take interest and even 1o ask questions concerning
vegetarian food and the children’s upbringing. Even as late as 1962, to nun such a household
as a fanily unit was unusual in Jersey as children's homes were more often large and instita
tionalised. Mrs. Walden’s evident suecess at this venture prompted surprise and even criticism,
though the happy, healthy children in the Home gave convincing proof of the efficacy of her
methods. Nowadays, family group homes are quite comman and the segregation of boys and
girls s not allowed, so that her persistence and courage in the early days were more than
justified. La Pre was approved and registered by the Stales Educaton Committee under
its Chaldren (Jorsey) Lavo, 1969 a3 a “Vohmtary Home® and was able to accept up to 20 chikdren
in residence.
ty which held the residual funds from the old Liverpool
ancial aid over the years, except for a short period when a new home was opened




in the Liverpool ares, but when it ¢
was forged between the two bodies
Mrs. Walden's
in the Home to help Mrs. Walden a
Houseparents by the executive commit
o who had emigrated to Australia and enjoyed
syed there ever since.
ildren who came to the Home w

homes. They often needed emotional support. Many w v the Jersey Chi

ment; others were ladged by parents, who may have been unable to cope with the
it period because of family p . { the stayed for a long time and som
these from b d. They st they felt th able to cope with life a
moved out into a home of their 1 in their late teens. The executive commit nsisted that the
Home should strive 1o be a real b and no wtitution. Children were n
at a particular age and could st as they wished, The record
stayed until he was due to marry at 25 years of age

The Hame p
ian lines. When t
others would revert to eatin
cepted a vegetarian diet and, indeed, thrived on it. The organisers prided themselves on the
health of the children and believed it compared well with oth hildeen in care
doctor were said 1o be few and far between and the children’s attendance record at sl
excellent. Every effort was made to minimise the disadvantages the children had suffered =
ensure that they received as good a start in life s possible.

ST JOHN AMBULANCE

The first St Jobn Ambulance di
Dr. Florence Sexton the officer in charge. This was a nursing division
stalfed by women membery, The ambulance divisior formed
five years later in 1933, f the br any snd varied
and their familiar uniform was seen ot sports meeti
hill climbs, and places of entertainment as well as at most official fun
tions around the lsland. In addition St John Ambulance nurses worked
at the General Hospital and often ¢

pital here and to hospitals in England

ey, Red Croas lettery contain
latives by members of St John and, when the Red
distribution and safeguarding of them was entrusted to the brigade. On
Tuesday, 6 February 1945, 1,343 food parcels were distributed around the Parish of St Martin

Road were completed and occupied in 1951, the founda
ton stone having be in 195¢ Countess Mountbatten of Bu

On 10 M a women's first aid class started at the Wesleyan schoolroom in St Martin
with lectures given by Dr. B.V, O'C 1or and class secretary Margaret Messervy, and on 25
it is recorded that there were eight su
classes moved to St Martin's Public Hall in January 1939. During the war, parish working
were set up, those in St Martin under Mrs. G.M. Billo.

The No. 5 Cadet Nursing Division was formed in October 1947 and registered in February
1948. The weekly meetings were held in St Martin's School, Beatrice Le Hugquet, who had passed
her first aid examinatio i 5t John Ambalance Nursing ision at the St Mar
tins branch inauguration and was responsible ¢ L first came from S¢
Martin's School, but later included girls from outside. Miss Le Huquet progressed from the rank
of Cadet Officer to Officer (Sister) In the Order and finally retired as Area Staff Officer and Officer
in Charge of No. 5 St Martin Nursing Cadet Division in 1973,

ent Frederick Beadle, Deputy
Bob Hill und present Commissioner John Gavey were amang the fimst 4

In 1949 Miss M.M. Messervy was anthorised to organise first aid ¢ St Martin but it
wis reported that ‘some difficulty’ had been experienced in obtaining e quired to act
#a lecturers and examiners — this is & problem which sill exists todny

The St Martin Division had Jong needed premises of its own and set up a committes to raise
funds. Money was raised, much of it by the cadets’ parents, using the slogan 'be a brick and buy
a brick’, A plot of land was bought for £275, with substential financial help from Mrs. Bradiord
Martin in memory of her two sons, who had been killed on active service in the Far East. The
foundation stone was laid by Connétable Ahier on 15 March 1962, The building and its furnish-
ings cost a total of £4,800,

And so, on G April 1966, st years after the idea was first aired, the new Neville Holt Hall for
the St Martin Division was dedicated by the Rector, the Rev i F.0 y. The Lieutenant-
Governor, Vi opened the Hall and Lady Villiers un
veiled the plague. The Chatrman of the Council of the Order of S¢ John for [ersey, Major-General
Neville Hind said: ‘I foel sure that this hall will be in g ds and will be used not only for the
work of 8t John and adets in particular, but for all those who have shown what faith, hope,
and charity can still do fn St Martin®, notewarthy that when Harold Hudson, who originally
owned the plot of land, died in the 1990s, he willed the cost of the land back to the division,




268 / St Maxm

members now became known as St Martir . A wid te of subjects od including
mdio communication, ¢ caring home skills, child care, animal ommuy
nication with the des i

The cade other th , with ir
insulass against A xart
UK southern region, which inclu : rmisey Teamn:
win those regional heats go forward to the UK finals. An annual par

e

At the time of writing the St Ma Division is th
Susan Pugsley, her two divisional officers and the newly o
badgers, dets and 10 adults. St Martin can also boast ha:
for both 1968 and 1999,

ST MARTIN'S WOMEN'S INSTITUTE

The St Mastin's Women's Institute formed in 1949, the fisst meeting
being held in the Public Hall on 26 Octot There were 41 members
and the president was Mrs lle Bolitho, vice-president Mus.
O'Connor, secretiry M 1y, v Mrs, Calder. The annual
subscription was 3s,
hroughout the , the tute meetings have been held onice a
month in the Public Hall. If the ball was closed for some reason,
another venue would be found, Membe enjoyed many varied
and interesting speakers and also soctal times when they have organised
their own entertainment
There has always been a keen interest in singing, dancing and drama and as a result the
members have had great fun organisimg concerts and pantomimes and have enjoyed entertaining
other institutes and residents of old people's homes, as well as their own members. They have
frequently won trophies at Federation drama events and their entries in the Eisteddfod have been
cessful. The Jersey Theatrical Club Bowl has been won oa mere than otie occasion
Joining with some of the members of Trinity WL members formed 2 successful singing group

The W.I. has always been renowned for its organising and catering skills and has taken great
pride in supplying helpers and food for many Federation and

Sport, including walking, swimming, tennis and badminton, has featured in the lives of many
of our metnbers. The Institute had a darts team | i r two keen members
recently tried their hands at abseiling

Regular visits o the th hive b 1, us well as visits to place
During the summer months, day trips to France or the other islands
recent years, localities have included Bayeux, Caen, St Lo, Coutance and dien des Poelles

leaving by boat from Garey for Carteret. These ome 5o popular that husbands, friends
ng DY ) P

and members of other Institutes go along,

Many members have sttended residen arses at Denman College and have Jearnt new
skills. Delegates from St Martir ttended National Federation meetings and many
lasting friendships hav

After hearing about the plight « ac ns in camps in Europe during the 19305, the
Institute members adopted Frau Akki an fi . She was an Estonian lady with a son and
daughter in & camp in Germany. Regular parcels were sent to the family cont g clothing,
wool, chocolale and ofher necessities, The as vith the family continued for many years,
until Frau Akkd and her son died. Thelr daughter had learnt English and continued to make
contact through Mrx, E. Whiteside v ally met in England a few years ago and the
friendship continues to this day.

Some of the projects undestaken by the Institule include providing the teak seat o the en
trance to St Mastin's Cemetery in May 197), planting trees in the Pine Walk atherine in
March 1974, and planning snd planting the garden at Le Court Clas

PAST PRESIDENTS

Mrs. RBolitho 195656  Mirs. E. Whiteside

Mrs. R. Brown 196264 Mrs. Holmes

Mrs. Able 196667  Mrs. L Seni

Mrs. P. Thormton g Mrs. larke

Mrs. E. Sen: A whotham

Mrs: R. Brown 77 Mrs. M. Robson

Mrs. D. Podger 3 } S, Whitehouse
1986.88 Mrs. Coupland Mrs, J. Chaplin
1990-02 Mrs. |. Thomson 093¢ Miss M. Owens
1996- Mrs K. Richardson




THE GIRLS’ BRIGADE

The Girls' Life Brigade was first
Island was retur

sent an officer, Miss Jers ning course. As u

pany was formed in St A n wits Masgaret Doy
Mazel Slade and the Company was known as 6th Jersey, St Martin's

The Brigas nnectione with the ch i 3 nominatio: It motto

ve and follow Christ’. Members work to a multi-fac me which includes

spiritual, physical and educational service

In 1967 a combined band was formed with the ! Brigade, the St Martin’s 2nd Jer
With the help of Brian Snell and Alan Shipton they practised Monday evening until they
were ready o play at events. They took part in the Battle of Flowers for eight y
wearing white blouses and red skirts and the boys red shirts and white trous:
tukes part in all Girls Brigade district , a3 well as staging an annu
Day and a Remembrance Parade in St Martin. Th pain of the 6t

THE BOYS' BRIGADE

sation for the boys of the Parish. Alan Colback was Captain of the Life Boys

Cobden started teaching volunteer boys but s there were pol encugh members to for

pany he went to Haut de la Garenne and managed to recmit enough new memb

the 2nd Jersey Boys® Brigade, which was registered &s a

took part in many sporting eveats, and enjoyed great success. They

football trophy for 11 years without lesing  game against any other company, Along with the
girls, the 20d Company attends Founder's Day Parades at Les Fréres, the Parish Remembrance
service, and the Liberation Day parade. The present captain is Gordon Cobden.

ST MARTIN'S DIAMOND CLUB

Set up in 1983 a3 a self-supporting group, the St Martin’s Diamond Club for the oves-60s meets on
the first Thursday of the month in the Public Hall,
The first President was the late Connétable De Gruchy; the current president is Rodh
chy, There are over 40 members.
At the AGM in April suggestions are put forward for speakers for the meetings — there is
/s 4 very wide range of topics. There are also arganised trips to the theatre, an annual ca
service, i summier coach outing, an annual dinner and & Christmas party

ST MARTIN’S FLOWER CLUB

St Martin’s Flower Club was estat
chairman. At that time The Jersey Flower Club had » waiting list of over 2
Members meet in St Martin's Public
it about six

At each meeting there is a flower demonstration and h year a visiting demon-
strator is invited from England. The demonstrator is sk ey F Club, thercby
halying sccommodation and travelling expenses, and ally a day school is organised for
enthusiasts, The club visits two private gardens oach Jul

A themed competition is held each month for which a trophy and points are awarded. The
member with the most pc at the end of each y £ semite cial trophy, donated
in memory of past members, and retai Of One year.

The club also provides flower displays for many of the charity functions held around the

Istand.

Tl b Blsrepind cestres shases that £ Mertivals do awe excbess the plnasioes of it}
tery of Ve Blonspiod




Natural History

BIRD LIFE

Given fts hospimble clima arted la ymes a3 no sur
prise to Jearn that a hule over 4 0 sgulardy share and
enjoy & strong and seasonal asvociation with Jersey. At almost any tim
of the year, many of these species eagedy tal dvantage of the field:
gardens, woodlands, seashore and the coastal headlands which are
abundant in the Parish of St Martin
In addition to all these rich and productive habitats, the Pa
provides an extra natural dimension (o the rugged form of the
reef of Les Ecréhous. What makes the Parish of St Martin even w
ultractive 10 certain birds is its proximity to the Normandy coast.
ensures that, when the right wind and weather conditions prevail, many
fncommon species - the honey buzzard is an excellent example - temporarily slip
short stretch of wate ht of local emithologi:
Within the Parish, |lm open fields and hedgerows and the private gardens, both
small, support ail the common and familiar species of birds. Tt is particularly
however, that they announce their presence with the sweetest and strongest of song, The ..n-uh\h
and beauty of these all-encompassing melodic bursts are best appreciated during the breaking of
a May dawn in the woodland of Rozel. This rich and beautiful arca, more commonly known as §
Catherine’s Woods, is the largest of Jersey's woodlands still open and accessible to the general
public. The age of the woodland can best be reflected by some of the tree spe
of both the ancient yew and the sharp-fruited medlar, for isstance. A little before the darkoess of
night ships away, the first cock robin reasserts his territorial rights with fulsome song. Moments later
heis quickly joined by other woodland choristers such as the song thrush, the blackbird and the tny
are the real carl e em eager i 5 ir ck has become
their very own, and intensely well defended, piece of real estate. As the daylight strengthens,
chaffinches, great tite, blue tits, chiffchaffs, blackcaps, wood pigeons, col
lared doves and, a summer visitor from the continent, the wrtle dove, all
vocally rise 1o the special occasion of the dawn chorus, Eventh
bird' ~ the commion, yet extren; treecreeper — eventu-
ally lends its thin contact call to the of the woodland overture.
Other birds present in Rozel woods have no need or desite to be-
come paxt of this choral activity, The ted woodpec
of Jersey's resident birds y, the kestrel and the sparrow

Narmat. Histoay

mstance, h neither ST ¢ i 1 1o defer
tereitory o make a c another woodland bi
which has now sadly disappeared from fer
T'his member
of the Reverend W. Len tre who, mm 18505, attem
troduce a small floc
ing the daunting task of making and sting « set of artificial nests, the
birds apparently declined his invitation to take ap their new resider
and promptly disapprared
Nat too far away from this delightfully W
arm of St Catherine's Breakwater. This fing g pointing as it
does towards the coast of Normandy, antage poi
for watching all kinds of sea life, While many types of sea bird frequent
the vast open waters md the breakwater, other smaller shore birds
find an sbundance of food smongst the rocks and gullies at Fliquet Bay,
By far the most numerous of the seagoing birds are the shags: small,
bottle-green cormarants which nest annually along the Island’s steep north
coast. These large, heavy birds are frequently seen, either singularly o in large flocks, flying
ywards the shallow feeding grounds of Grouville Bay. Ganne
est and whitest of all vea bizds, also appear off the breakwater during the summer months, These
powerful sea birds nest on Aldemey’s offshore stacky bt are often tempted to feed along Jersey’s
north-east coast. St Catherine’s Bay, incidentally, also enjoys the
phins, the Island’s favourite sea mammal. nsiderable proportion of local dolphin &
reported annually are from this Bay. Grey herons, oystercatchers, tumstones and, a faidy new
arrival to the Island, the little egret, are also ofien encountered sifting
; for food along the rocky gullies to either side of the breakwater
During the { summer, St Martin's offshore m:x', Les
éhous, provides food and shelter 1o a lan
Not only does the reef support s regular lm.edm;\ mhnbmum sl h as
common terns, cormorants, oystercatchers, great black-backed, lesser
black-backed and herring gulls, its geographical position is also of signifi
cant importance and benefit to a multitude of small, migrating birds
With such s diversity of land and seascape, it is easy o understand
prtebs g why the parish of St Martin encompasses and treasures all that is best in
e seerege wildlife and wild places.

WILD FLOWERS

Many rare and unwsual wild flowers grow in the varied habitats of the Parish of S¢ Martin
Grass-poly, 1 pifolia, Is the rarest. A low hairless annual tiny pink fowers, it
is not easily seen. It is known 1o be hardy, but its powers of survival must indeed be tested whers




found near St Catherine’s By
yachts being parked on it and people walking all aver it David
rare, persisting only in Jersey”,
In her Flora of Jersey Frances Le Suear wrote
a rare gpecies In Britain n known at §
the Rev. WW. Newbx
agh noted as far b
disturbed
ground, and this it hay e
Grouville, and it was
in a field at St Martin,
unusaal babitat.

A delightful rarity is the Jersey Fern, Annogramaia leptephylie, du ou d'la capillaithe, Itis our
ouly annual fern and very small - about three inches high < and grows on the side of rocky banks.
Flova of fersey stutes 'Jers ter afler a hot summer and mild wet winter, It was partic
larly fine and luxuriant in all its statior ng of 1978 when two mild wet wintess followed
the 1976 summer which was one of the hottest und driest on record.’ It was perbaps this which
enabled Miss FM. Eva: Towers to rediscover it in St Martin after an interval of
more than thirty years. In 1972 the Jessey Post Office issued a 3p stamp featuring this te
Four-leaved All-seed, Polycarpon tetraphylium, has a title which de-

scribes itself. Although ve n Jersey where many p
continually pulling it up from their gardens, botanists from Britain are
always interested in this plant, which is only found there in the south-west.

A favourite flower is the Autumn Lady's Tresses, Spiranthes spira
{5, This is  small orchid — no wller than six inches. The lowers, which
are fragrantly almond-scented, spiral round on their stems, whi
doubt accounts for its name. They are very often found in churchyards
new churchyard, and the old one wo,

and are a joy 1o see in
Martin’s Parish Church
From Apeil onwards the Three-cornered Leek, Alliun
&'Pas sauvage, fourishes abundantly along the hedge banks and
roadsides, Although it is found in the south-west of England it is rare in
the rest of Britain. The drooping flowers are beautiful white befls with a
green stripe and there is an excellen ation by Pandora Sellars in
the Flora of fersey. Some people imagine it i3 a white bluebell and pick it
only 1o be dismayed by the smell and understand why another name for
it is Stinking Onions. The stem fs one of the distinguishing characteris-
, and is not round but triangular.
A particulasly charming flower is the Pencilled Cranesbill, Gers
216 Couw parssip oo hegwned &5 piseen pervicnlor, which was originally a plant of mountain woods in the

whuedand alsugie | '
¥ e, eastern Mediterranedn and may well be a gard,

go. It was first recorded in Jersey in

different Jersey parishes in t
banks and is uncommon, g
pink flowers delicately veined in purple

Many of the rarnities are very small
erly one must be able to get
down on your hinds and kn Another
sual, plant is the Jersey or Sand-crocus,
which is anly one to two
be found frum the end of M:
are very thin and curly and
advises: ‘They are no

ass, David McClintock

lish gardens, and Fra

Le Sueur sid: “The first mention of it was in the late 18th ¢

Captain | wrote 1o Sir Joseph Banks on 2
him of it in Jersey, and describing it.'

Another rarity is the Mossy Stonecrop, Crasula tilaea. This s tiny,
only about an inch long. It starts off green but develops into u brilliant
red. It grows along the retaining wall at Archironde] Towe
the constant trampling there

In addition to these unusual plants there are very many common
ones, which, although they may not have the distinction of being rare,
nonetheless delight us, and help to add to the beauty of St Martin

There is the Cow Parsnip or Hogweed, Heraclewm sphondylium,
d'la bénarde, which sbounds, This can be a nuisance in the garden but
lovely by the roadside and other places. It is not the very smilar Queen
Anne's Lace: that is Arthrisous 5)

The Yellow Flag, lIris preudacorus, du bliajeu, is often found Qour
ishing in or near e xist in the Parish. Its bril
liant yellow fowers are most attractive, and they provide & wonderfu!
splash of vibrant colour in the summer months at places sach as St
Catherine’s Woods.

Winter Heliotrope, Priasites fragrans, du pas d’ane is Tound on
many roadside banks, The leaf looks like Coltsfoot, and while it has an
insignificant-looking

An interesting plant is Japanese Knotweed, Foly,
whiich can grow to six feet. Do not introduce it into your garden - it will
take over.

Pennywort or Navelwort, Umbilicus rupestris, des eratchillons,
found all over Jersey, thriving in the roadside walls which arc among ¢

Tsland’s uu)l]u‘rl\ beangful features. This plant has round feshy

with a hollow in the ceatre and the

Februa




Everyone knows the Foxglove, Digitalis purpures, dé 1'ouothelle dé brébis. 1s tall spikes
of bright pink flowers are common in woods and bar The contain digitoxin which
lments of the heart.
Pocket Guide to Wild Flowers by David McClintock published by
Collina. It would need to be a big pocket but it contains a great deal of helpful informati
This article was not written by a botanist, but by an elderly parishioner who has loved
flowers all her long life and has learned so much from the Botany Section of the Société Jersiaise.
She joined this Section in the '60s and ans, St Martin for the

THE SQUIRRELS OF THE WOODS OF ST MARTIN

The ved squirrels of St Mastin are important for two reasons. The fisst cons
themselves. Throughout the mainland of Britain, these appealing creatures are

the end of the 19th century, their number has been decimated by the grey squin
imported from its native North America in 1876. Alth ¢ nism by wh

The second reason concerns the ecol
flagship species, whose presence indicates the health of the whale woodland eav
Mautin, They are a powerful indicator of the richness and diversity of the fora and fausa which
exists in the Perish's two main areas of woodland - St Catherine's Woods and the woods of Rozel
Valley,
Red squitvels are among Britain’s best-loved native mammals and until rec
found in most woods und parks, but are almost extinet in England and W
handful of areas. Although Jersey forms part of the natural range of red squirrcls, none of the
Channel Islands had an endemic population, In the 1890s naturalists in Jersey saw fit to introduce
m, it is thought, both Northern France and Southern England. Since then no further
introductions have occurred and the Island has escaped the ‘grey tide’. We bave a population of
about 400 squirrels in Jersey. This makes our Tsland important for research purposes, since it is
one of the few places in the UK with a red squirrel populs sk from grey squirrels
Jersey's woods tend to be small and fragmented, nestling mainly on the steep valley sides
where agriculture is difficult. The woods are often separated from one another by urban areas,
youds or agricultural land and this means that for the squirrels Lo move batween woods, they must
rely on the integrity of the hedgerow system, Between 1974 and 1988 Jersey lost over 200,000 elm
to Dutch elm discase and this reduced the elm-dominated hedgerows by about 98 per cent.
St Cathert Wood and the woods in Rozel Valley are » y large woodlands, and both
have populations of red squirrels, These woods are isolated from those in the south-west of the
Tsdand and the squirrels living within them are unlikely to sty far

205 The ved wain o grey spvrrre) {roghj ke by Ao forre el imsfinadvnal charsctertati, nact a it d squeieref
nar tafl, ar el ar By ot ol

Squirrels arc mamly se rs and so most of their food arrives in antumn when the sweet
chestnuts, acoms and beech nuts become ripe, These seeds support them through the winter

months but they are nearly all gone by January. About vne-third of enterprising sc

turn to people’s gardens and receive supplemental feeding to help them through the Je

mer months. Since the Parish boundary that separates Trinity from St Martin runs through the
meadows below Roze) Mill, Rozel woods span two parishes. Some squirrels explait the generosity
of Trinity folk by crossing Rozel Hill to raid bird feeders or to eat from specially-erected squirrel
feeding stations. Such Viking-type cross parish plunderings do the squirrels no harm since they
continue 10 feed and behave naturally, just topping up their energy requirements by quick visits
to feeders, sometimes commuting up to  kilometre to reach them.

Research has shown that 80 per cent of squirrels that breed in late summer are likely to need
supplementary food. This is because the summes is a time of food shortages for squisrels and the
female’s weight must be above 325 grama for it to be able to underg the physical rigoars of
pregnancy. As the summer wears on, those females nol receiving rxtm food are less likely 1o ba
shie to maintain enough weight to breed. Therefore, it is mostly supplementary-fid squirrels that
breed in between July and September. Many of the houses on the edge of Rozel woods receive
squirrel visitatons and they rn the gauntlet of Rozel Hill to reach the tasty morsels on the other
side. Sadly squirrels have no road sense and about two-thirds of squirrel mortality 1 due to road
kills or cat predation. So although supplementary feeding undoubtedly benefits squirrels, it clearly
carries dangers (0o, Obviously squirrels also die naturally and here it is juveniles that are most at
risk since they make tasty morsels for bird predators such as sparrowhawks, kestrels and occa
sionally barn owls.

Not only are squirtels important prey for other predators, they also fulfil an important eco-
loggical niche. When the autums glat of food arrives, in order for it to sustain the squirrels over the
winter mouths, the squirrels bury the nuts in the ground. Their incredible sense of smell {and not
their memory!) helps them to retrleve the nuts when hunger strikes. As in all pature’s systems
there is competition, and the other woodland rodents, the less obvious but no less beautiful wood
mice and bank voles attempt to steal the squirrel’s booty. These smaller mammals do us no harm
but are important food items for barn owls and kestrels and help to disperse seeds and keep the




pprox
ten by rodents or insect grv
When these seeds b

buried in t edlings have a g
and may one ds

more squirrels, so completing the woodland cycle
Cleasly then, for successful red squirre
arge-seeded broa mportant
\ a8 scots pine, which k
ticularly i § nmer when the cones are still green. It
however, that pines ar
broadieaf trees, but even small patches can provide 4

useful natural source of crucial late summer food.

b o Sites which have  small conifer componen
syvierels” wotviad pvevir readily
squirrels
alone, Furthermore trees sucl as
provide good food for the squirrels
The conservation bodies ~ the Planning
ices Unit, the Men of the Trees, and the Jorsey
Tree Advisory Council, as well as many private
landowners - carry out vital work in managing
the woods, so that they are a healthy habitat for
all the woodland mammals, birds and ins
Our woods retain many charactenstic
are & legacy of their past man
ample, during the Occupation of Jersey in W
War 1L, many of the Island’s trees were felled
when the need for fuel was great. Subsequently
much of the woodiands’ re-growth consisted of
sycamores, which grow well but only provide
food for squirrelsin the spring period when they
eat the growing shoots and flowers. Luckily the
other dominant trees in the Parish woods are
sweet chestnut and oak, both of which provide
the allimportant tree seeds in autumn, There-
fore one desirable aspect of woodland manage
ment involves replacing over-abundant syca-

ch and the beautiful spe

s that
ment. Fc

more with & mare diverse choice of trees.
scaped felling during the war

Some trees ¢
and these mature, mostly ivy-covered tiees, are

Lawive Mgrity

NaruraL H

erly exploit, par

mportant,

planted in sympathy with the surroundin,

tha

where squirrels can

imperative throughout the » sites and hiding pla

and the birds who eat the many insects living in the ivy. The squirrels actively cho
trees in which to build their nests, or dr
same teee. Therefore, ivy should never be rémoved from such trees. It is a plant which

here they provide ne

nd only uses the tree for support in its quest to reach the light

Its roots are firmly in the ground from which it gains the nutrients and water nec
growth,

Jersey's woods are smaller and more fragmented than would nosmally be co
for squirrels in other places, Despite this, it is estimated that of the Island's
four hundred squirrels, approximately fifty are res
about the squirrels in these north-castern woods being isc

opulation
ted from th

sionally move away from their homes through the network
survey suggest that St Martin's squirrels are genetically viable fi
plans centre around consolidating the hedgerow links
contact others elsewhere in the Island

ST MARTIN GARDENS AND GARDENERS
The climate and conditions in Jersoy are generally conduciy
being in the main acid ~ th
rainfall, frosts are, thankf

to gardening
 lime anywhere. The air is me

jonged or ¢ — and the sun shines

and many generations of squirrels remain loyal b

jent [0 the Parich. Initially there was concem
e in the south-west, and
40 pulting themselves at risk from inbreeding. However, it would appear that squirrels can «

f hedges, and the results of a genetic

he present. Future conservation
uirrels can leave the parish and

The soil is good,



It is, therefor pild enough to allow g a largs nge of cultivated plants from far and
wide, For example, from the Himalay o , Japan and North Ame e have rhododen
magazine The

hing mare than &
narth side of the Channed, it is the presence in the former
in the borders, on the lawns and in al &

blooming properly

From South Africa, Central and South America we have the agapanthus, mimosa and mon

(Araucaria araucana) - very much & Victorian phenomenon ~ which was imtro-
duced in the late 18th century and could often be seen in front gardens, the wild
communis) which grows almost like a weed and is considered difficult to establish in Britain,
course our Jersey lily or les belles dames toutes nues ilis belladonna),
However St Martin in particulur is subject to bitter and savage esstesly winds whic

across from Europe in autumn and winter, and there are also examples over the years of [n ak
weather condi damage snd death to the more tender of our plants, There was a
serious drought in 1916 followed by « long harsh winter in 1917 The frost, as described by the
then Seigneur, lasted at Rosel Manor from 22 January to 16 Febr uary The coldest night recorded
was on 4 Febmary when the temperatuse dropped to 7°C (207 ere frosts were recorded in
1962 and 1963 and there was a spell of cold winters in 1985, 1986 and 1987 which killed off many
exotic plants. It i interesting to note that most of our cabbage-palms lost their leaves in 1985 but
sprouted again in 1986, This new growth was cut down to ground level by the even harder frosts
of January 1987, but many palms started to grow from the base and a | growing — a true story
of trivmph over adversity.

We experienced the tail-end of & hurricane in October 1964 ind the great storm of October
1987 which caused such extensive damage - particulasly to trees — that it is w nlikely to be forgot
ten in a hurry. There have also been drought peviods, most recently 1976 and 1983. We battle too
ageinst viruses such as Dutch elm disease, which caused almost total destruction of these trees i
the 19704, und the perpetual honey fungus.

Despite these trials and tribulations gardeners still manage to grow a wide variety of plants,
shirubs and trees that are the envy of our visitors. To quote from The fersey Gardener of Octobes
1883: ‘A fruitful spot is this litfe bit of earth called Jersey. You only have to put into the ground a
root, a seed or a slip and struightway it groweth in large tree. Flowers of all kinds grow in
glorious profusion.’

And 5o it is in St Martin. Although a mainly agricultural Parish it boasts a variety of gardens
large and small. This book cannot possibly include them all, but has concentrated on & small
selection in the hope that the owners of these amitted will not be offended

La Chaire, Rozel Valley
Before describing the gardens we should perhaps be aware of the man
and planted the gardens of La Chaire. Samuel Curtis {1779-1860)

publisher, and a nurseryman of note. He was the proprietor of Batanic
founder, his father-in-law and first cousin, William Curtis, author of Fora Londinensis. In 1846 he
sold his rights in the magazine, bought twa parcels of land ‘in a bare and rocky v:
a stream’ - which was La Chaire in Rozel - and there he retired. He died in January 1860 and is
buried in St Mastin's churchyard

In his obituary the Jerscy Times said he was held in greal respect and an
Gardens reported:

His general dispaaition, and his hospitality sid kindness 10 all
unbounded beneficence tawards the poar had endeared him to all whe
circle of his acquaintance, For % long fime hix health had gradually failed. One of his
ived him of the pleasure of obsecy
the growth and development of the plants and flowess o which he was 50 much attac
We cannot forbear saying that in Mr. Curtis the Iebind has lost a very worthy and univer
sally gsteemed resident. La Chalre with its valuable botanical specimens is the property of
his daughter My, Fothergill,
Tie Journal of The Royal Horticultural Soctety in 1933 described the garden at La Chaire as
‘naturally beautiful’, saying it was ‘a fitting surrounding t one who all his life was so devoted to
ultivation of flowers and tre
| Curtis built the now demolished and rebuilt in granc yle) and terraced the
rocky sides pep Vi e ST 5 d ! es, which he then
planted, specialising in tender trees and plants that were carefully sheltered from storms by hedges
of holm aak ( us ilex) and eucalyptus, There were two essential conditions tha
Curtis to choose this valley, which he screened with his holm oak




St Maxm

drons and other choice shrubs for & mild temperate climate, and secondly, thi
ar comer was not of granite but of purple conglomerate, which could be dis
roots into soll eminently suited to his subtropical shrub:

The original gardan must have been quite lovely. Magnolins we 1ed on the walls of La
Chaire with blue hydr ou the rocks abave, Double-white and other camellia {shed off
the main path facing th h use, To the north-west there t
reached a height of 80 feet and ostensibly the fargest specimen in Burope. Unfortunat
was lost in the blizzard and severe weather of February 1995

To the east, extending from the valley road up to the s e . Curtis planted
a deep belt of bolm ouk. Towards the west, also protected ging. planted groups of
Himalayan and other rhododendrons — among them a hybrid rised at La Chaire (between R

¢ ins, olive trees (Olea sativg, the olive of Southern Enrope and
Olea fragrany, said to be used for flavouring tea), Eriobotrya faponica (loquat), which fruited, and
bamboos. Along paths winding up from the house over the south face of the rocks grew brilliant
masses of the South African Mesembryanthemum tricolo

Curtis was a frien Sir John Le Couteur who had a beautiful garden above St Auhin’s
Harbour. Le Couteur y plants from the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, where Curtis had
been & director, and from the Royal Hortigultural Society gardens in Chiswick. Lik mml avid
gardeners, he swapped plints snd cuttings, Sir John described La Chaire as ‘Ttaly in Jer

From 1852 i sghter Harviet, widow of Dr. Samuel Fothexgill, Lived with him at La
Chaire. She too was interested in plants and preserved and mounted specimens of the many
species of Jersey seaweeds. Records from The Jersey Gandemer of 1884 of a guided tour by ihe then
gardener. Mr. Beckford show that mest of Curtis's bush #nd shrubs were still flourishing, “The
Rhododendron arborettim was twenty feet high and the Falkoneri from Sikkim was
the open and looking as healthy as if on its own native Indian mountains.”

H.R.H. The Crown Princess Victoria Kaiulani of Hawaii frequently visited La Chaire and
Teased it in 1896 from Mrs. Phoebe Rooke to live there with her father the Hon. Archibald Cleghorm.
In letters to her aunt she wrote that Mrs, Rooke’s hous ‘not very karge but her garden is very

utiful’

A M. Flatcher bought the propesty at the end of the 19th century. He pulled down the old

rtis house and built the present one in its place. He aleo organised a ¢ stem for water
ing the gardens. Sadly, the gardens deterioraied afier a while b:uunr of financial problems.
When La Chaire was bought by & Mrs. Rose after the First World War, one of the few surviving
reminders of the easlier gardens was the much-prized Magnolia campbell

In 1932 La Chaire was bought by Mr. VA Nicolle \\hnv- wile soughl expert udvice from

on the garden. During the Occupation, the Germans dug up some of the magnolias and
trinsported them to Germany. Afier & number of changes of ownership the restoration of the
grounds, much of which is natural woodland, was carried out in consultation with David
Ransom. As well as @iving expert advice he organised the supply of trees, shrubs and flowers.
There was much ¢lesring of undesgrowth, pruning and general tidying up to do
planting

Todny one walks up the path o the hotel b L The balastrade is oy
with sweet-smelling summer jasmi niniim officinald, honeysuckle and ivy, There 1

ature swoet bay trees { Laurns nobil . er. Progressing up ths which cris

den where there
nteresting tr and sh B .\unuu; the hc J the
which in summer bears white scented flowers and which has suffered over the last 10 y
treatment from the troe surgeon; the huge Monterey cypres (Cuyg

ain now h.uln dam

stemmed pmr- trees and many feathery-leave xl mimosas (

¢ road, 4 stream muns along the bottom of the south side of the valley, where ferns,

ydrangeas and semi-aquatic plants flourish. Matsire trees cover the hills
beeches, oaks (English and the evergreen , pines and holly. There are many rhododes
drons and there s na genera » woodland floor with gorse, holly, oak and pine
seedlings, to name bu v, as well as multitudes of foxgloves and mosses.

Magnolia Cottage
A little further up the valley, nestling at the foot of Curtis’s lerracing, i Magnolia Cottage. In its
garden stands a Magnolia campbeilii which is reputed to be one of the fine tin Europe, The exqui-
site and huge rose-coloured flowers appear in March and April. At the time of writing it is about
to undergo work by tree surgeons, The last time this was done was in 1972 when a specialist UK
firm removed dead wood and superfluous growth and by means of steel wire braced the trunks
together. The wire was fastened with screws inserted into the branches. Stumps of rotten branches
were removed and all cavities sealed with & specially prepared bitumen emulsion. Concrete in
the base of the tree was removed, the rotten wood beneath #t gouged out und a copper pipe
inserted to drain away any further accumulation of The cavity was then resealed with
cement. This magnificent magnolia is thought to be around 140 years old and one of the very first
of its type to he introduced to Europe. It could not have been planted by Samuel Curtis as M.
camphellii was not brought from the Himalayas until some eight years after his death. [t is hoped
that the teee surgeons’ work will prolong the flowering life of this pride of Jersey, and that it will
continue to give pleasure to the large numbers of people who take the traditional drive or walk
through this valley when word is passed aroand that the lovely flowers are blooming

Across the road from the house, amidst the wooded area (o the left of the stream and further
up the valley, is a fine example of the handkerchief tree (Dazidia involucrata) which displays its
graceful cream-white pendant ‘pocket handkerchief’ bracts in May

Les Vaux

A third noteworthy garden existy in this part of Rozel. This Is the beautful garden of Les V
situated in its own steep-sided valley which branches out of the much larger Roze ley. When
the late Sir Giles Guthrie and Lady Guthrie bought the house in 1966 the gardens were in a very
neglected state. It took two years to clear all the bracken, brambles, nettles and ot} ~ds. The
elm trees along the boundary had succumbed (o Dutch elm disease and they, along with the ole




1 orchard, the *‘Christmas’ trees and
, were felled 3 d. The only
trees left were et beech, a swamp cypress {
whitebeam @ “Lute: ") and two
main areas of Jawn were then sov

which ran along and ex

A water garden was comstructed in 1971
through & series of pools at the t of the g
the drive and the whole is fed by natu

oo (Nandina domestica), primulas, hemerocallis cultivars
and the striking yellow-flowered skunk cabbage. Removal o
exposed the huge pudding stone rock which forms an im
e backeloth and has small and low-growing plants and shry

nging from its fissus

A dwarf pinetum consisting of large numbers of compact and slow

growing conifeérs nted in 1972; as with mest th in
Jessey they have grown well, The cotil above ks thickly ed with
mature thododendrons, camellias, magnolias and myrtles. More recently

Sir Giles Gt the fand adjacent o the cottage at the entrance to the drive was cleared
he gurdens st L

5 by 2 and is being planted with more of Lady Guthrie's favourite tre
(Piote: Ctsts Biubsswe

and herbaceous plants as well as thousands of spring bulbs. But garden
ing is not always soaightforward: some ten thousand enemone banda bulbs were planted and
every one was caten by wood mice
‘Lady Guthrie has created her garden for all-yearound colour and effect, Along the north
et cotil a line of silver birches (Betula uiilis var. jacguemontid with their duzzling white trunks,
underplanted with cornus and salix with their red. yellow and green stems, gives spectacular
colour during the winter months. Among all the trees and shrubs, the bright yellow mahonia
flowers and = scarlet-berried collection of hollies bring cheer to cold winter days. In the spring,
thousands of bulbs bloom #nd camellias, magnolias, thododendrons, azaleas and amelanchicrs
provide @ blaze of colour. There is an amazing bank of low-growing rosemary (Remartnus
an the nosth cotil. Hydrangeas (H. maregji ‘Perfects’), Buddleia indleyana
and broom (Genista aetmenris) are just a few of the hundreds of plants that bloom in the summer.
Then there are the brilliant autumn colours of the acers (including A. grirewm, A. davidii
britliantissinum, A. ozaks:
majo
" “There are many fine specimen trees in this
gink
amurensis, winter's bark {Drimys winferd

Narurat. Histal

el There are a few trees na to the British Isies such as English
oak and beech but they are very much in the minority — this ga ocked wi
over the world.
Finally one must not for
to the house, the life-size red-brown wir

Rosel Manor

For centyuries the home of the Lempriére family, the Manor has a mainly woodland and water
garden, beautiful at all times of the year but especially so in the spring. The garden was men
tioned in the 15th century, when Rensud Lemprigre expected all his visitors (o view and admire
it. It was then rather neglected until the time of the present Seigneur's grandparents: Reginald and
Clementine Lempriéee lived at Rosel from 1851 1o 1931. Clementine was & keen gardener and
did much to reshape and plant it. This renovation work continued while Captain John Bolitho
(Brigadier Lempridre-Robin's uncle} was living at the Manor {1944-1964}. In the la and
early 20th centuries there was s vogue for plant collecting and woodland gardening in Cornwall
Captain Bolitho, a Cornishman, an

ments — cutting paths, clearing und

had collected from many parts of England but especially §

responsible for planting the magnolias which are so much a feature ¢

tedntersin the Palm Garden and the Melasequota glyplastroboides (dawn redwood) which is below the
second lake. This tree Captain Bolitho brought over from Comwall as a small stick in his »

for fear that customs officers would confiscate |L He also made the lower of the two pond

until then had been o mud pool and stream.

Brigadier Raoul Lemprigre-Robin is also passionate about his garden and has made his own
special improvements since returming to his ancestral home.

One: enters the grounds along the drive which winds through rolling firmland where cattle
graze. La Chenaie with itz Jovely old oaks is being enhanced with trees planted for the new
miillennium and for William, Brigadier Lempriére-Robin's infant grandson. In amongst
and shrubs, which include camellias, hydrangeas, skimmias and escaflonias there is a Seguaiadeidron
giganteur - the only specimen in Jersey - planted in 1994 by the Tree Register of the British Lsles
10 commermorate the filing of the 100,000th record,

To the rear of the Manor, whose walls are covered with virginia exeeper | Parthenocissus sp.), is
4 large expanse of lawn which slopes southward (o a valley that fnally runs down to St Cathesine.
“This lawn is flanked by the oak-lined ‘Coronation Walk” and there is a way leading from the front
of the Brigadier's study, down the ‘39 steps’ through the Bluebell Walk to the woods

The old Manos, the colombier and the ancient chapel of St Anne were built at the head of
the steep sided valley running sonth-eastward to the bay. The 12th-century granite chapel, which
is clad in a wisteria planted 140 years ago, is the architectural focal point for the present garden -
there is now no trace of the original garden. It contains choir stalls and pews fashioned from oak
and chestnut tree ate tn the 19th century.
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The chapel g 2 ne ‘rustica rubra’ wh
branches span a dismeter of aver fifty feet, The Palm Garden nearby has another magical magno
lin, M. mollicomata, as we. ur non-edible date palms, a Drymis winterd which, although badly
damaged in the great storm of 1987, still survives and has new growth springing from its bise, and
a banana tree which did once, according to Mrx. Lempriére- Robin, bear one small banana, which
was promptly picked by their daughter Emma, but has never borne fruit agamn!

At the lower end of the lawn which slopes down from the chapel are two smal lakes, the first
of which was originally a fishpond stocked with carp. Large dense swathes of arum lilies (Zantedeschia
acthispion, surround this upper lake which i dominated wimp cypress { Tixodfun distichum]
officially the tallest of its kind in the British Isles. Old-fashioned roses, azaleas and the moisture
loving primulas (2 denticulata) line the banks. The watercress that grows on the lake reputedi
provided extru vituming and minerals during the 1940-5 Occupation

Between the lakes are more azaleas, primulas, forget-menots and cowslips (planted by Mrs
Lempriére-Robin) as well as skunk cabbage {Lysiokiton camtschatcensisi which, despite its name, is &
striking, musky-scented, white-flowering walerside perennial. In the dell between the fukes is &
large fern of New Zealand origin which Captain Bolitho brought back as a seed and which itself
hi 1 and grown,

The Jower lake, with its growing carpet of waterlilies, is surrounded by the massive leaved
gunneras, bamboos and various species of hosta {planted by the Brigadier) and the backdrop s
provided by the lovely weeping willow, & coast redwood (S ¥ vivens) & black

Magnalia capbellii ‘Lanasth’

Narumat. Hisron

On the hillside above is what the 4 | un ¢ h he
has planted fairly rece : , bam flow
ering azaleas and rhododendrons inchuding a ; as been grown from a

ing from anoth en, Beyond
of corkserew hazel, which Emma planted to mark he

All the valley sides are thickly p! d with a var . both nati
specimes, Tree ferns (Dicksonta antarctica), brillis sdodendrons (
sixty varicties in the garden), azale genista cina fill the
the gardens. Further down, in w , s another
Drimys winteri, & strawberry tree {Arbutue wnede), acers nt rhododendrons and
cluding M, stellata with its fragrant, 3 flowers. Touchingly, some
plinted to mark the v erplanted throughout this

ostly by the Br o
lour in spring
storm of 1987 cun e 4 e lost.
er, mil g hich Ie
only & few branches. Seeds were callected from faf o8 a0 are now some zmal
pine trees growing very healthily as a result). Damaged trees and shrubs were pruned and tidied
up, new and replacements planted, thus ensuring that the Manor garden must surely remain one
of the mos ! ¢ the Island

La Colline and Camellia Cottage
Mrs. Violet Lort-Phillips is synonymons with gardening in Jersey. She has a particular love for
roses and camellias and was President of the International Camellia Society from 1983 to 1986
She travelled to Japan i 1999 w celebrate her 90th birthday with » talk to camellia enthustasts at
the Enternational Camellia Congr
In 1958 Mrs. Lart-Phillips and her husband
came to bive at La Colline, Gorey Hill. The gar-
den was non-existent and of mountainous habit
but there were a few good trees, o starting from
scrateh Vi designed, adapted and filled it with
unusual plants, rare trees, shrubs and bulbs.
re were 2 series of ‘themed” gardens: the
Japanese garden (for which she did research in
the British Museum| contained stones arranged
in traditional Japanese fashion

and a !




freen send by M

Aubyn, was planted with scarlet and gold roses and ha tertall leading into a pool. The
stone plaque in the wall, dedicated to him, is sill there, The Ruby garden was

memarate the Lort Phillips's 40th Wedding Anniversary and contained many Au

New Zealand plants including a

rally her great passion for camellias was

Little of that garden remains excep
ween cascading over the wall on Gotey Hill in glorious, fragrant, yellow profusion in

When Mrs. Lort-Phillips moved to w home next door she appic
Camellia Cottage. In fact she rescuied one Camellia nobilissime, & white anemone form,
planted it. Her quarry garden is divided into 16 zones for ease of watering and planting. She has
82 roses from all over the world, including K. setigora, the prainie rose of America, R caning
species, wild roses from the Volga, Britain and Finland, and a red single burnet rose » th red b
grown from seed collected in China by Roy Lancaster. Her idea was 0 plant the roses on top of
the quarry and let them cascade down over the rocky faces but the "Man from Mattocks' told her
‘Don't confisse your roses, Madam, Plant them at the bottorn and let them grow up!' Other old
favourite roses include R filipes 'Kifisgute’, R banksiae ‘Luten’, Mermaid, New Dawn and Jersey
Beauty, a very fragrant, creamy yellow.

As well as rases there are plenty of her beloved camellias and o magnolia, which she grew
from a seod given to her by the late Contesse d'Orglandes. It proved to be the result of a natural
cross between M. rinensisand M. wilsonif and has large creamy white floweny with purple stamens,
an almond-like scent and pink ovoid fruits. As a new form, Mres. Lort-Phillips registered it in 1981
and was allowed to name it fersey Belle.

member of the Garden History ] té Jersiaise, Mrs. Lost-Phillips is

organise & survey of Jersey’s gardens for their New Mille Project. Her own

ject is the Millennium Wall - a new three-tiered termce wall on an area damaged by

a landslip following the loss of & large hobm gak tree. She set about constructing this wall hersell
shter an estimate proved too expensive for her liking. This enterprising lady twok the advice of an

er glossy magazines, built

paper will help to pro

planted tree ferns and, of course, camel

Le Petit Coin
Off La Grande Route de Rozel, hidden behind a fuchsi
dwasfed by a mime B g of the orig
rose- and wisteria-covered cottage of Le P ‘oin and is )
Peter and Sonya Scott Graham moved i on th of the Royal Wed
ding in 1981 and two years Jater set ab is corner of St
Martin. The south-facing garden is terraced J and where the
old bake-house stood the: now & smull rmised pond. Tn 1982, u section
of the boundary granite wall fell into the road; the stone mason who
came to repalr it stay for two years and completed all the terrace
walls

The White Garden is  lo ontains, as the name
suggests, whiteflowering trees and plants. It & dominated by two old fir
trees which have been prur 1d bolted together to stabilise them, There
is a cherry tee with holly round the trunk thorn with a Ramt
Rector rose climbing through it, Viburmum carlessi, a ribes, Abeliz grandy
and camellias, including Matterhor and €. nobili
underplanted white honesty. The only coneession o anything other than
white is the bank of yellow and white daffodils in the spring on which
there is 2 magnolia, ‘Jersey Belle', and on top of the bank is u
Vibumum timuy, which cuts off the upper part of the garden

Behind the White Garden there are | ous borders along the
terraces with dahlias, poppies; penstemons, trudescantias, alstroemerias
and Eupherbia wulfenis, a favourite of Sonya, Interspersed among them are came!
choisyas, philadelphus, sarcococcas, ceanothus, roses and teucriums, to name but & f

long the rose walk together with especially the macrapetala
high granite wall provides an impressive background along which are trained more roses, a
Fremontodendron californicum, & cassia and a bright red flowered Salvia grahamii In the round bor-
der there are many shrubs incloding Vibrrmmm bodnaniense, F llowwdana, Hydrangea quercifdia,
photinia and a myrtle, a catting from & bash planted by Canon Wilford, a previous owner. He
pick g to put in the bouquet of every bride in the Pursh
ias are Peter's passion and they abound all around the garden, over forty varie

ties. His favourite is his award-winning C. mticulata, ‘Dr Clifford P L large, dar n-leaved,
glossy shrub with large double peony-pink blooms. There is o hedge of camelliss, which have
been grown from s given to the t hams by Violet Lort-Phillips, a form
the International Camellin Society, and a camellia, the only one originally in the g
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Tales of Old St Marfin

MEMORIES OF YOUTH ON A JERSEY FARM

The Revevend Geonge Whitley was born in 1872 family home, La Hate
Fleurde, St Martin, His b 1 a Jersey form at the end of th

made  deep on kim and he delisered this paper to the Jersey Society in
London o 13 December 1949, drawing vivid and nostelgic pictures of the old

Jersey way of life. He was speaking 50 years ago, and was o g @ danished

age. Hone much mare res s to s roww at the close of the millennium

George Whitley was educated fivit a Rozel School, then tn St Heliev. He was
ordained as @ Methodist minister and lived for fioo years in Lausanue. He de-
seribed himself ngual in English, Fre d kis native Jersey !

French. He was a very articulate and successful preacher. He died in 1964, ag

92, and was duried in St Martin's parisk cemetery,

“This is the story of a vanished age, which, though not distant in time, seems so remote a4 to denote
an almost entirely different civilisation and way of life

In that period there were no motor cars, no tractors, no electric light, no gas in the count
wireless was unknown, cinemas did not exist; and acroplanes were ot even imagined. The
mato was a luxusy, certainly not cultivated in Jersey.

1 trust it will not be considered egotistic if | bring in the personal ot in describing the
scenes of my childhood and my youth; my tale also must of necessity be clrcumscribed, as it refers
almost exclusively to the parish of St Martin, the home of my ancestors, and the place of my infant
nurture

The founder of our family is described s ‘membre de la garrison du Mont Orgueil’, and was
buried in St Martin's Cemetery in 1674,

The house which has been for several centuries the home of the family i known by the
picturesque name of La Hate Fleutic and adjoins the Rosel Manor estate on the way w Greencliff
and Verclut. The house with its gable to the road is very old; at the further end is an annexe with
the date 1805, but the main building is of & very much more ancient pesiod.

The older howse was then covered with thatch. It has a granite arch over the main entrance,
and the door used to be in two pasts (an upper and a lower), while at the back of the entrance hall

stone spiral staircase. On either side were the old and best kitchens, both with thei
cs, and enormous oak beams, with joisted floors unceiled

The old kitch ntre and hub of the daily life; its wide hearth and open chimney
hiad seats at either side, which enabled you to contemptate the firmament whilst warming yourself
at the fire of wood, furz se, An interesting feature in this old open fireplas
ing iron bracket with adjustable hangers fixed to the wall, with o hook at the end on which you
hung the kettle; when not in wse it was pushed back against the wall. It was called la cranne, and
now in the old Farm Kitchen of the Société Jersiaise in Pier Road.

The trépi or iron tripod ~ paradoxically it sometimes had four legs — was for supporting
cooking utensils, On it was fixed the sachin or wide circular pail, used on black-butter nights, and
for heating water to scald the newly killed pigs

The wide, and dailyscrubbed deal dinner table - no table-cloth but mats, with the frying
péan full of eggs, and sancepans with hot potatoes boiled in their skins — those were the days of
plenty and ubsence of coupons. Behind was the old-fashioned dresser with its antique crockery.
In the corner of the room was the granite trough with the pickled pork. The trough was dated
EW, 1790, Pork was the staple food: beef or mutton only on Sundays, Bevelled boards fitted the
top, on which rested the chum with its big wheel, brought down every Thursday for the butter
making. Adjotning the hearth was the jongwiérs, & kind of wide bunk, which, when the curtaine
were drawn, provided an ideal resting place. Fixed to the joist was the rddyi, or bread rack, on
which were placed the weekly baked loaves of gigantic proportions. Then there was the chawtohet,
or stool made out of the trunk of a tree, on which my grandmother would sit and prepare the
leaven for the dough, kneaded in a tray on the wide window-sill of the enormously thick
my time we had gone beyond the aaset lamp, and invested in can and
other room, or best kitchen, had & sofi, grandfather’s clock and a table, dre
board. Here visitors were entertained, and the table-cloth was used. The parlour in the annexe

wiss only used for very special occasions,




A door of the
cream in readiness fc
circular granide trough (le fou), with a huge stone (la meuld) was tur oy a horse for
crushing of the apples, also the preinsex, the press, where the pulg pread in la
picces of sacking, and placed between layers of wheat straw which squ
pulp into large wooden tubs or vats beneath. On the side were the hogsheads or
sparkling cides fermented and would supply the family for the year

Outside in the yard was the well, and over it & solid piece of §
the watering of the cattle, with its ancient pump. The bakehouse, with its big oven h

ots and gorse, was a separate building, Every Friday was baking d ves made out

of our own-grown wheal, the dough being placed on wide cabbage leaves in the ved-hot oven
Targe milk puddings; raisin and currant igr, & deep dish with laye
and apples; the well-known bourdelots, or baked dumplings, and the bread-cakes, 4
eaten hot with plenty of butter. Friday was indeed a busy day. Saturday was town
pounds of butter placed on cabbage leaves (of the 10 foot high variety), and
owner's name, would be taken to market. On Saturday evening also all ps
away with the exception of the Christian Herald and the Sunday at Hame, the only sui
pers for Sunday reading.

The Yearly Round

The big event in the early part of the year was the big ploagh - s grande techéthue, sod that was a
neighbourly and social event. A number of farmers would join together and plough each other's
land; practically the whole of February was used for that purg Two ploughs were used, six or
eight horses would draw th ne, and two or three the smaller one that preceded it, peeling the
surface of the important function was that of the man who held the plough,
and great pride was taken in the stratght, deep and even furrow; athers with spades would dig the
corners, and trass neatly the newly turned soil. During the morning liquid refreshan
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cake would be ser

was tequisitioned, Huge joints of beef, great hams, and Juscions puddin;

hearty lunch. After the day's work there came a social and pleasant evening with a good supper
sometimes enlivened with speech and song. It may not have been a good economic propesition
judiged by present-day standards, but it was certainly the communal spirit at its bes

In the v ing [5id season, the cutting of the seaweed took place ou the days fixed by the
Rayal Court. i buns baked for the purpose with a liberal supply of misins or currants

and at the end of the day the tired men returned with their heavy loads
of fertilising manure,

Easter brings back memories of the dish of liottes on Good Friday - a dish of flo: d eges
boiled in milk - or someti fried codfish, Jersey wondess (meroslles) made with Slour, butter and
eggs and boiled in lard were & great delicacy. Easter Monday meant for  large section of the
community the Grove Place Chapel tea, followed by & feast of music, song and oratory. The
return of Spring was marked By the song of the cuckoo, the return of the swallows building their
nests im the eaves, ind fishing of mackerel and long nose in Fliquet Bay i

The busiest time was the potato lifting season, with the arrival of Breton and Norman labour-
ers. A curious custom was that of placing the largest potatoes - toppers - on top of the birrels; no

oubt to attract the attention of the merchants on ‘the bridge’, that s, the Weighbridge, Horse
drawn mowing machines had only just appeared, so most of the work was done by hund, and it
was good to hear the thythm of the scythe and smell the new-mown hay
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During the summer would take place the Sunday School picric, and a3 man)
horse vans, filled to capacity with children and adults, would form one great pr
would give their services, and vie with each other in the sleckness of their horse
of the hamness, providing cushioned seats, and even carpets in their vehic
remote parts of the Island would be visited, popular hymns would be sur
would be provided: truly a great and pleasing nture for young and ok
much of it still done by hand, was followed by the visit of the » great sttraction
for the boys, also a social and communal function, when nrm,hh- surs would join in a co-operative
effort.

Autumn and winter meant the flaying of the wheat in the ba as 1o have good straw for
thatehing of house or rick, or for the layers for cider pressing lowed the standing of the
seed potatnes, especially on wei days. Cider-making also filled many a busy winter day: the
gathering and crushing of the apples, and the cleaning and filling of the barrels with newly made
cider

An everpopular event was the making of black butter. This is an apple preserve s named
on account of its colour when co ays previows, apples had been peeled and sliced, th
emptied in a large circolar pail or bachin placed on @ tripod in the hearth over & wood fi

was copiously applied, also spices and cinnamon and in some cases liquorice to darken it, The

stirring had to go on for hours, in fact it was an all-night job, and neighbours would guther to join
in the stirring, working In relays, by means of 2 long handled wooden rake; between the relays u
certain amount of flirting and merry-making went on: thess were called black-bu

sethde de nidr beurre, They were frequently repeated during the long winter nights and w
mensely popular.

One of the great events was Guy Fawkes night and the burning of the effigy of this nations
hero, preceded by a great procession o the accompaniment of brass bands, sometimes mounted
horsemen, facial distortions, crackers and fireworks

Then finally came the Christmas season and the killing and salting of the pig
chops or trimmings on Christmas Eve, and the gddke 2 arétons, which was a
sesidue from melted pig's fat, known as cracklings, and apples mixed in dough,

As for schooling, | went first to the Dame School to which [ would proceed on cold momings
with @ heated pebble in each pocket to keep my hands warm: The Rozel School followed, with its
most efficient master and the liberal use of the cano - an almost daily procession before our exit
was in front of the master’s desk where we received two sharp and stinging raps an the palm of the
hands, to the envy of the gisls who had to remain behind and write 25 lines while we boys
boisteronsly roamed the countryside, often to the annoyance of the neighbours. Finally, came the
Town Sebool, and the four-mile walk cach way each day - boys were tough in those days. There
was no compulsory education and the Sunday School played an important role, secular as well as
spiritual; infants were taught their letters and to read, Many years after, when preaching in Ply
mouth, T met a Jersey Captain whose only education had been derived from our Sunday School
and his own efforts while at sea. On the following day I had to visit the ship of wl hich he was
Captain and part owner, as she lay off Plymouth Hoe.

The Sunday Sch Anniversary, with special singing, recilations and prizegiving
ever-popalar draw for young and nd evowded the Chapel, despite 6d. entrance
sional Magic Lantern displays and Poole's Diorama, and the stories of missia

on meetings fired our youthful & ations — while the local cattle shows, reguty
annoal inter-insular sifle shooling on Gorey Common between Jersey and Guemsey were of
unflagging interest

We were exceedingly proud of our Jersey Militia, and at 16 we had to go to drill tw
week at the local anenal. One morming the Colonel, the Adjutant, and the Sergeant of the
Atillery visited us, The order was ;. 'Volunteers for the Artillery, one step forward.' |
stepped forward, and they tried th aring rod on me, "This man is rather shot” s
sergeant, and my heart sank, ‘What's your name® asked the Colonel. ‘Whitley, sic’ T re
am the grandson of EHe Whitley who was in your battery.' “Oh, you are .
son. Take him." And that was why 1 cither rode on a gun, or gtood by wi
middle, and when the order was given ‘Fire’, I shifted my body and the gun went off
because I had a grandfather. There were three infantry regiments, two fleld batteries of artiflery
und the town garvison artillery, the event of the year being the Queen’s birthclay e 24th
May and tk d review on SU Aubin's Sands, where all | Jersey assembled and raised their hats
and shouted ‘Hurrah, for good old Queen Victoria' to the sccompantment of the booming of the
guns and the rattle of the riflex 3

The corviée, or coad-mending, with hors s compulsory - six days a year had to
be devated to this object. The cracked sto e given spot by arder of the Inspector
and spread over by other worthy citizens. 5 the days were short, the loads were
light, and everybody took the business in a leisurely fashion. The steam roller had hare ly yet
made its appearance, ently the roads were fairly rough. The annual sale of the Fanuelsis
{road scrapings) creates

el, yet with
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e best parish in the lsan

d, but the fact remains that the Parish has Island possessions: u light house and Break:
witter, & Castle and & harbour e Ecréhous, half way towards the coust of France, consist of th
three main islets [and numerous rocks): Maitre Le, and M tigre with fishing houses
connected at low tid : y
pebbles. Here lived for many years King Piel of the Ecréhous, fishing, basket and lobster-pot
making, and drying and burning seaweed, being his main occupations. On one occasion he
one of his baskets to his fellow @, Queen Victoria, from whom he received in
blue frock-coat with yellow buttons and a peak cap, of which he was intensely proud. I his latter
days with a dwindling exchequer he sat in a lent in the catile market - people paying 2d. to go and
look at him — with cap and frock coat, as he sat in state, The throne of the islands is now vacant,
but, alas, the exsewhile palace of the king was swept away by the sea a fow years ago.

Gorey was a scene of great activity in those far-off days. It was the headquarters of FHLM.S,
Mistletoe, which was supposed to protect the Islands aguinst the rids of French fishermen within
British Waters, so there were always many sailorsabout. A daily steamer went across to Carteret,
and sailing ships traded regularly with the French coast opposite, brin 3
straw, while Jersey farmers went annually to the L fair to purchase their fast trotting horses
Those were the days of fr ¢ 8 e L ’ lo beetles, foot and mouth disease,
prohibitive protective dute

Gorey was the terminus of the Jersey Eastern Railway, 1o existence

0, though in its declining stage, was the oyster fishery in which a fe engaged,
Oysters and scallops were faitdy plentiful, Both Gorey and St Catherine’s had been shipbuilding

b
by

entres for many years, and T saw the last sailing ship built and launched from St. Catherine's

Ko ¢ WY, o satimulawe by Edns ” Btioyped Trustoer)

thé Le Huquet firm, Picot at Gorey was apparently the kst to close up. On fine me mlight nights
sand-eeling indulged in — with baske 2 N o s 3 pointed rakes we
would rake the sand with water well up t e v vi mously compen:
sated by a good breakfast of fried sand-eels in the "

This was the aftenmath of the great Newfoundland cod fish industry which had ¢ used fersey
1o boom in the early and middle decades of the century. I wish some ¢ the history
of this great industry. Constantly you met elderly ¢ y ¢ smilors who had weathered
many &n Atlantic storm, who told thrilling tales of adventure and of the mysteries of thase who go
down (0 the sex in ships. Ex-shipwrights who had helped to build their sea-worthy craft were
everywhere, while not a few esstwhile indeatured clerks to the Newfoundland and Labrador
cousts were frequently o be smet. It has been said that wherever you travel you meet a Jerseyman
Economic conditions encouraged emtigration, while the attractions of the gold-digging in Aus
tralia, and the development of Cannda and other outposts of Empire, meant that there were few
amilics who had not fdends and relatives in distant Jands

ne of my relatives had been engaged in the building of the St Catherine’s Breakwater and

undoubtedly some of my forbears had engaged In the smu, gt My grandfather would tell
me that in his boyhood be had seen the | of tea that had not arrived in
the Island by way ol Helier hurbour, But then in the 18th century smuggling was & highly
respectable and remunerative occupation. Parson Woodford, a respectable and warthy Norfolk
vicar, says irt his diary: ‘Last night Andrews the smuggler woke me up at cleven. I came down and
gave him some small beer and bought six pounds of tea from him'; and Arthur Yo ung, the travel
ler, gentleman fatmer, and founder of the Board of Agriculture, writes ‘Lord Sheffield has asked
me to send him some cabbage plants as he wants to experiment in the mrowing of them in Sussex,




wgaged in smuggling which pays far
o enterprising Jerseymen.

As a boy 1 listened with avid interest und a certain awe 1o the folklore stories of my maters
grandmother. There were also Lales of butter that \n)hl() not sat, dough that would not rise, phy
cal ailment of ma b v { witches, Ghosts in white
apparel, sometimes carryi ¢ assuming the shape of a dog (& tehan du Bridje) would be
ween at night. Others callec inging Jacks would suddenly appear and with equal speed disap
pear leaving terrified pedestrians. Sometimes the ghost met his match and left his white apparel
behind in his flight for safety. Weird music, singing #nd dancing could be heard at certain places;
there were huunted honses,  typical example being Teighmore, where a succession of Bamardo
Boys campletely exorcised the demons. There were also tales of terror inspired by the presence
of Russian soldiers in the Island during the Napoleonic wars

Confested elections for municipal and legislative officers always created interest and excite
ment in our quiet way of life. There were two récoguised parties in the pasish, the Rose and the
Laurel, red and white being the colour of the farmer and blue of the latter. On either side of the
Parish Charch wes a public house, the Ropad for the Rose party. while th fvoured the
blues. For weeks before the election candidates and their friends would go from house to house
soliciting support, and when the great day arrived the Parish was all agog, It was the day of open
voting, and free drinks and free meals were supplied at the vanious hotels, and free ton\'m‘-ln( elo
the polling booth. If ramour is to be relied upon, bribery was not aliogether unknown; we were

to the Laurels, but an an suspicions occasion i an election for Jurat my
sparting the red favours. Our candidate
good many fights in the school yard an his behalf, But, alas, 0

MARMALADE &

AD BY ALL GROCERS

F. HOOPER NICOLL

UPLAND,

Some old customs and s 3
certain phases of the moon or W sow crops c

longue et pas frouchic’ praying that his parsnips might grow big, long and not b
kept bees you were to put crépe an the hives if there w ath in the family, and even the
inoffensive daily visit of the Robin Red breast was considered s bad omen
magpies boded sinister or good news according to numbers

Damestic events such as christenings and weddings were duly celebruted by family gather
ings, and in the case of a death, undertakers would go round warning the relatives of the sad
event, then on the following day invite neighbours and friends to the funeral. These would
gather at the house, and, after receiving refreshments and a pair of black d cripe tied

while the sight of

g exrs arch or
chapel for the service, then to the deceased's final resting place. Only men wsually attended
funerals, On the following Sunday, the family in deep mourning, would proceed to the church,
and sit together in or near the pew the deceased wsed to occupy. remadning seated through the
service, when appropriate hymns wonld be sung, and oc ally a funeral sermon would be
preached. '

Transport was slower and sal v it is today. Springcarts, vans, wagonettes, phastons
four-wheeled pony chaises and, for the wealthy, the carmiage and pair with coachmen and foot
man. A horse-drawn bus would go to town twice & week. A few hicycles of the bone-shakee
variety were (o be seen. Middle-aged gentemen propelled a tricycle with solid tyres, while
adventurous young men rode the penny-farthing (a high wheel and a small one); casualties wers
frequent L the way of bruises and hre ken bones. Well do T remember the xrhA ent of the bicycle
with paeumatic tyres, the Safety s it was then called. The first w 4 two wheels




caused a sensation, people shaking their heads m of disapproval, wh
"Bloomers’ or shorts warn by ladies was a temporary scan
Itinersnt musicians, German bands, one-man bands of man
rming mookeys or & ming bear enlivened th

se, the Jersey patois. We were tri-ling
said our prayers and sang our hymns in French, wrote our letiers and did our sums in Eng l|~h
and talked in the patois. I still remember my people saying ‘Let’s speak in English, the little one
won't understand ”
Special e and out in my memory:

{1} The Centenary of R Raikes the Sunday Schools, in 1880. Thousands
children assembled in the People's Park, and mnlw our respective banners we marched through
the town all wearing medals with the effigy of the founder, the Anglicans re g to the town
schools, and the Methodists to Grove Place to partake of a sumptuons tea

{2) The unveiling of the Jean de Quet
the first native Wesleyan Minister an
a native of St Martin's, and in connection wil envary of ) odism, a fe s held at Le
Catillon, which was his home and that of his rs, Afterwards there was 2 crowded meeth
in the Chapel presided over by Jurat . de Quel . The Reverend Matticu Gallienne, wh
had known de Quetteville, came over fic ¥ v e Memorial, and preached fro
the text “Thereis a lad here with five loaves and fishes', Now it happened that five of us boys
sat together in a pew in front, and fo our momentary indignation the preacher compared us to
these loaves. Years after, when [ stood before an examination board of Ministers in Guerns
erable old man was present, and when I reminded him of the incident, he placed his hand on
my head and gave me his benediction

{3) The failure of the Bank. One moring when 1 was fourteen my grandfather ordered me to
put the mare in the trap, and to accompany him to town, for news had come that a prominent
bank had closed its doors. When we ardved in Library Place the truth of the news was con
firmed, My grand-father had what was then considered a fairly big amount on deposit. Great
the sensation caused by the arcest of the Managing Dircctor, who after & proloaged trial was
sent to the convict settlement at Portland. This grim p v Weymouth used to fill me with
awe on my first visits to the mainland as | remembered eral Jerseymen had been sent
there. Although since then I have been I many prisons, includin Wandsworth, Wormwood
y gaols, even the one-cell gaol in Sark, the eventuality of my going
to Portland is not very likely as it is no longer & convi
was under the Royal Court, and the visit of Black Maria with
interest. While on the subject let me mention an old custom dating, no doubt, from the days
when Mont Orgeuil was the 1 n. Certain citizens of the Eastern parishes had to be

or Ow St Masm

present with & halberd on days of public execution, to keep the crowd back and to prevent the
escape of the prisoner as he was led up to Gallows Hill for th piation of his crime. Public

ed, and Jersey has been free from capital crime for maoy

{4) The visit of Sequah, & quack American Doctor with a four-in-hend (a charabanc drawn by four
spirited hosses) and a band of players dressed as Red Indians. He extructed teeth to the thythm of
the band, made the lame to walk, and decorated his coach with the crutches of those cured by his
massage and the application of his magic ointment, “The Prairie Flower’, of which he sold p

gious quantifies. Great indeed was the sensation, many were the cures; then, after Sequah had

gone, new crutches had to be obtained, and Sequak never came a second time,

My grandinther was u quiet, unobtrusive man of great physical strength, undaunted coury,
und sterling personal character. When, st the age of sev n the loss of my mother, I was taken
§0 Tive:at the firen, he becasme my ideal and my hero, and foday I cherish b
much to my grandmother, a woman of deep practical piety who read me stories of
taught me 1o sing, She was the Priestess of her household, and every night
worship, and prayed aloud for members of her family mentioning thelr nan
for her to mention Tittle George' - sometimes after 1 would full asleep, but never before my name
was mentioned in peayer. My forbears were simple folk, but they left me a great legacy of deep
piety and fuith in God, and the example of the good life
but T wish to pay my tribute (o the worthy Rector of the Pacish, a man of fine Christian principles,
the friend of all, the enemy of none.

My tale is ended: Much has bappened since those days. 1 remember with what hopes we
hailed the dawn of the new century; little did we foresee the terrible days that were coming — two
world wars which bave shiken our Christian civilistion to its very foundations, and Jersey bears
the scars of them today,

Her people have benefited by the discoveries and achievernents of science - the tractor has
displaced the horse-drawn plough, motor-cars, lorries and moto fes roam along the roads -
electric light and the wireless ase in nearly every home — pe much more wealthy than
their fathers and enjoy many mote comforts and-amenities. But much of the maral shelte
isolation have gone - this is the inevitable march of time. Is it real progre
We, the legatees of the great Puritan tradition, often look back with nost:




In the present chaotic condition of human civilisation and universal uns what of
the future?
so richly endowed, so highly favoured? May she
of character and nobility of
with us y

{ been related to him by Ch ampied, o
Faldoucet.

erme, @ large property on the Trinit

Rozel. He » Gaudin and, althongh the bore him | I e eventu

him, returning to hev family " Vicholas was over velry and py
his family and bis farm
The stary relates to an era o 2o w0 public transpors, radio or TV and when country o
Uavgely unmatalled and indifferenly maintained; when country people only infrequently moved outside the
emmedigte area in which they lived and o v wers abliged to m wen enteriainments. Rents
nd fendal dues were laigely seteled fn kind.
At the top of the hill leading west from Rozel was & public house frequentsd by Nicholas
Richardson, his eronies and other locals. Nicholas lived not far away at La Grande Maison (La
) and used the pub for drinking, playing cards and domino well as sociable meetings
On one particular occasion, Nicholas was in the pub with his friends. He went outside to the hill
roadway for a breath of fresh air, Thomas, a local man and known to be a simpleton, happened to
be passing and was greeted by Nicholas, ‘Where are you going, Thomas, with that basket? Tho
mas replied "Monsieur Richardson, 1 am taking these eggs for my master to the seigneur at Rosel
Manor." ‘Oh, are you?" said Moasiear Richardson, ‘but not just yet. Came into the warmth of the
pub and have & drink with us." Thomas demurred but wus dragged, protesting loudly, into the
pub roam
Nicholas and his companions took a fair number of the eggy from Thomas’s basket and
made a large omelette which they then consumed. This caused very great distress 10 Thomas,
whe realised that he was responsible for their safe delivery. He implored the men to suggest how
he conld expluin the reduction in the number of eggs in his basket to the seigneur, “That's all right,
Thomas, we will al along with you to the Manor? They, with Thomas, all set out for Rosel
Manor.
Approaching the kitchen door of the Manoe House, Monsieur Richardson and his friends
» continue whilst they hid themselves in shrub I and started to
The Manor dogs rushed out barking loudly and surrounded the wretched
I'homas. The seigneur rushed out to discover t htful fracas. Seeing

and
about. Thon g eges from his master w t 5 1 him.
The kindly seigneur was much con d and divected The to have a g
meal. The forgotten Richardson and his merry cronies slipped av

seen

MEMORIES

The following tewo brief vec
Mattica Amy recalls the people she knex
ax he has known it. It it impo z o much has changed

Just in the great strides of science, but in the day- routines and places of our Parisk

Sister Monica Amy

and clubs. Trinity and St Martin shared a district nurse and at S¢ Martin's
House lived Me. Messervy, it e com, who also had board.

uld not
sleep at night for the barkis !

Mz, Robing was the blacksmith and the Forge was where it stll is
today. Mz, Qu Fald o dairyman at F; Dairy
M. Beloil was the chimaey sweep, and Ms. Le Moeur kept boes and was
also the local photographer, We sold his postcards of Jetsey cattle and
the churches in our shop. Doctor O'Connor was the village GP and had
A surgery al The Briery where he and his fumily lived. There was & Mr
Blampied, who was a member of the Church choir, and who had a little
shop just bevond Faldouet, who was & real eraftsman and able to mend
a vasiety of things from pots and pans to chairs and tables. He made 21t

ith for me and for my brothee Gerald, Mine was a rep
of Mont Orgueil Castle - but I don't know which door it
might have opene

M, Edward Slade ran a local bas service into St Helier and
char-a-banc service for the many guest houses in St Marti

ched to the Purish was run by Mr. Bob Rondel,
fire and his garage, behind Ash Cottage, was bumnt
down, but m: y no lives were lost

Recreationa nities consisted of various clubs and organisat
I'here was St Martin's Football Club, St Martin’s Fife and Drum Band, 2
Brass Band attached to the Chapel Youth Club, St Martin's Girl Guide Ay Coltng)




Company (but no Girls' or Boys ater, and 7o Boy Scouts). S¢ Martis
Drum Band used to rehearse E ] thlic Hall. For those inte:
{the lelsured 8] the v RV 30lf Link L d
local cobbler, who had the little ¢

of Crown House stores, repake shop, run by Ra
he had § eg in @ el 1 oyal He ublic hous
Seelleur, who were both in the Church dhy

We were also fortunate in the Parish i« s & Methodist, a Roman Catholic and a Church ¢
Fagland place of worship, an elementary school (which every parish had, of course], und thre
small private schools. Mr. Brine and lived at School House

On the wh P nirly well but naturally th were the ir
storms in a teacup. “u(l in time for Constables or Centeniers were ofien days of w
rivalry, and some horrible tricks were played by each side against the

Stan Perchard
The Baack Hotel was previausly the Brook House Hatel until the 1950s. Before that the property was
simply Brook House. The Jersey Eastern Rai :

Margaret Terruce - it moden row
after his mother when they were .nmpl.-wd in ll o u
small single-storey cottages. These had been built by amily of Le Rivage Farm in
the 1930s on land ovce used by the Eastern Railway . There were gates at Gorey Slip.

An area now re-surfaced and used as a car park wis also used by the raflway line. When this
was closed it was afterwards used by farmers to dump vraic and also to sccommodate boats
awaiting repair. Gorey Gardens have been established on the railway track to Pier Sation
On the land side of the Coast Road where “The Hut' now stands 3 £ age in the
1930s.

The betting shop was a grocer’s shop built in arousd the late 1940< Ruellan's Village Pub was
previously The Welcome frn and, eartier still, the National School. Mr. Taylor was headmaste
assisted by Mr. Coker and Miss Sybil Le Cocq. The school closed during the 1914-18 War, The
Corner House was the original Welcome fnm, In Beach Road the doors of the beer cellar are still in

up]nm(t was Harry Coram’s Grocery Shop.

ivage Farm owned by the Le Brocq family. Where E'Abricotier
niow stands, an old stone building which was originally & house bit was also used as a shipwright's
workshop ance stood. Tt was the business of Me. ] R. Falle. La Chatelaine de Gouray was a culti
vated field, part of Le Rivage Farm,

/ille Franche was Cantell & Tipping’s Gorey Coaches xis garage. Tennis courts stood
where the Dri ar-B-Q operates. TWo cottages stood behind a garage, which is now used by
the barbecue staff for catering purposes.

The three properties opposite the promenade shelter did not exist, were cultivated
gardens. Devon Gardens used to be a cultivated field, which was d by, and probably be-
fonged to, the Le Monnier family

Of the houses that have front

Manag;
v called Louis ¢, was the hon f Me. Sydr,
0s und 1940y the name The Vol
door, Beachleigh was the h of Mr,
ran the firm AS. Perchard and Son, Builders and Dy
seil Restaurant before )..m

Casulina now stands 0 Cott i -i wo M tleys, and in the other
Mre. Baker, Hormestill was a grocer’s shop num by & Miss La Mare. The Jersey Diamon.
was once Falrview Tea Rooms and, In the early 19005, was a baker's shop owned and run by a
Mr. Le Gredley. '

Gorey Pier has also changed dramatically dusing the la ury. There were ance two
hotels standing side by side: Cantell’s British Hotel and Main's Elfine Hotel
together and form part of The Moarings Hotel What is now T1

ier Sub-Post Office. Fountain Court used 1o be

un by the Springate family. It was famous for their sp
existy between what Is now the Old Sail Loft and the I,lm,ﬁ‘un Hotel which was previously (
Temperance Hotel, Before that it was a Jersey Eastern Railway property, used by A hard and
So to store buikding materials.

Between the Dolphin and Neptune was An's Little House te
and afternoon teas. Where the Neptune now stands was a pri
Falrview was a small shop owned by a Mrs, and Miss Gall
stand was the Gorey Pier weighbridge.

ey rey Castle Yacht Club, which was formed

by Mr. Tom Lee, owner of Ann’s Littde Hous d others, Moored across Gorey Harbour,
approximately in line with the crane and Devon Gardens, were small sailing crafi about 10 to 12
in number. These boats, all with mainsail and fib, were named after birds such s Kingficher,
Curlewe, Kestrel and Malland, and all formed part of GCYC, Also st Gorey Pler beneath the sea wall
from the dlip 2t Gorey Pier to the steps on the promenade below Devon Gardens, was a series of
wooden poles, probably used as markers when the ses wall was built and reclamation took place
[hese poles were still in place during the German Occupation. Prior to this they were used by
househalds living in the area as clothes poles. Housewives hung washing out to dry and, in doing
10, had o fit in with the tide. When the tide was in, no w;

Gorey Pier lighthouse is an interesting feature. The previous lighthouse stood at the very end
of the pier; but this new light was erected at Gorey, having been moved from St Helier Harbx
It came down in St Helier during a sorm in the 1960s. When it was ted at Gorey a new
lnnding stage was also put in place.

On the land side of Garey Hill, where the Pound World an: ride now stand, wa
vated land. The angle car park then covered in buildings used by bostowners to store boatin,




gear; they were originally coal stores used by the Royal Navy.
pump, operated by turming u large wheel, supplying residen area with drinking w

&
pump ||u\nr stood next (o it 1o provic r for Gorey Pier toi sorey pump was & bus
C

on the S, bus route 2 from Snow Hill to St Catherine, featuring is bus timetable.

ntinuing up the hill, next to Gorey st k nall buildin,
by Mz. Bill Goode, & boot and shoe repairer. Adjacent to e ltivates 5 e Hill
wis later built; during the 1950s and 1960 it was used s a resi e rooms. On the
side of the nt was Ml by Walden's chemist's

Wherry took on the busin ter lho Sec: u’\d W (ld \\1r Mr. Edwin Perchard conti unm! for
0me years.
a Koritza was the home of Mr. Armitage, an artist. One propesty in the terrace oppe
which is now called Seascug yreviously ‘The Stadio’ and as such by Mr. Armitage
ofline Court was known as Zalline, of Advocs Richardsc
wall opposite Re
Marett and Mr. Stanley Perchard, plaster
Gabard, Gorey Hi hop, and the proprietors were Mt
The two cannons positioned on the pillars of The Old Cadet House were pla
Potter whu lived there. These cannons were cast in cement by Bill Marett and Stanl,
1937 or
Lynton, the home of Mr. and Mrs. Maurice Lees, was Lynton Private School, min by Mes.
Stanley Blampied, Her husband was organist and choirmaster at Gouray Church for many y
Villa Capri opposite Petit Portelet was the Café Capri owned by Mr. and Mz. Lentc
In Petit Portelet, under the bank of Roche de Lion,
was used by Mr. Edwin Perchard and the other by Mr. Clarence Percherd, a profe
man, who operated out of Petit Portelet and owned two fishing boats named the Pk and the St
Martin.
Between Roche.de Lion and Jeffrey's Leap on the seaside, 4 wooden gate can still be seen
Before this gate was erected, a footpath led down to the small bay known as La Franin
small bay another fisherman’s hut stood, used by the Vardon Brothers, who were also
sional fishermen.
Anne Port Bay Hotel was previously Fawrbanks Hotel
La Crete Quarry was & working quarry during the 1930s. Four houses stand beyond La
Crete Quarry; on this site was Hotel La Reserve, which was pulled down by German forces during
the Occupation
Catherine, a Mediterranean-style house built opposite Les Arsber Hotel was once a
dwas previously Glendale Hotel, ron by a Mr. Cotrel whe

During the Occupation, German railway lines ran from the Grouville goif ¢
sea side of the coast oad to Gorey Pier. The trucks carried sand 1o barges which og

O St Marm

”’“u»swnm

Garey Harbour. The pre
camouflaged 1o look like a gars
accommodation for German tic
denied to Islander:
being built past of the old slip, which ran seaward from where the public lavatories now stand,
wis revealed. The bay way fortified with poles, and some held mines. High walls were built acr
the slipways. Mont Orgueil was used only by German troops; th
closed by barbed wise. The steps leading from opposite Gouray Church to the k
closed off with barbed wire. The coastal d was designated a military
occopicd by the German urmy: these included Rockmount, Ls Garenne,
A Salvation Army hall was esablishe b ew Road, €
Groaville, During the summer months, open-air s < were held

the top of Gorey Pier slip or Gorey Village slip




The People of St Martin

INTRODUCTION

Much of the contént of this book deals with places,
important to the ¢ fartin. Howev

bes the Seigneurs of Rosel, w back lo the 15th
century, There are v who have achieved & deg e be  the bounds
of the Parish itself, These are the Reverend T s Le Couteor, xtended be
yond the church to matters military, and Edmund Blsmpied, an artist of international reputation
whose works fetch increasingly high prices around the world.
St Mastin is, and always has been, an agricultural commu
everyday life were satisfied on the farm and ther
travel is a re evel T ¢ s 8 major event for many farm people an:
d there. The transport revolution of the pa
ed the sense of commu

origing back foe & hundred years in the Parish, there can be few who do not have either a No#l, a
Richardson, or a Le Seelleur among their forebears, Each of these three families

from ancestors who lived in the Pasish before 1500; there are probably other

corded lineage.

Connétable John Germain indicated those who he believed had the eat family histories
or closest ties with the Parish and many of these people were happy to make their records avail
able, The following brief description of some of the families of St Martin is based on their
information

THE INCIDENCE OF FAMILY NAMES

Historscal records indicate which families existed in St Marfin during the last 300 years. In an
attemnpt 1o collate the names which occurred most frequent]
carried out m the following documents:

The 1696 Oath of Alleglance
In the light of threats from the French, who supported the deposes 11, William of Orange,
King of England, asked Parliament to pass an Act of Association, requiring all ‘men of importance’

Pror

’s Royal Person and Govern-
ment’, This oath was signed, somewhat tardily, in Jersey in 1696, The record of signatories, liste
by parish is held in London and was published by the el lslands Family History Society in
1995. The definition of ‘men of importance” is questionable and in no way can the document be
regarded as a relisble census.

Liste des Contributables 1861

This is the easliest parish rate list of which a complete record is muintaine Martin's Public
Hall. It lists by vingtaine the heads of households owning property in the Parish. There is o
danger of duplication where one person owned properties in

Liste du Rat 1998
This is the most recent available rate Jist, The same reservations apply as in 1861 and, in addition,
the tendency to register prop in the name of companies could lead o furth
Subject to these qualifications, the numerically most prominent f
years appear to have been:
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THE REVEREND FRANCOIS LE COUTEUR

s 861 7068 The events surrounding the Battl of Jersey - Baron de Rullecout’s invasion of the Island with &
Abies 0 ) 6 detachment of 700 Frenchmen, the battle in the Royal Square and the death of Major Francis
% Peirson on 6 January 1781 — are well enough known. Less well known are the exploits of & rx
markable St Martinais, the Reverend Frangois Le Couteur

Amy

Aubin 8
Bellot He was, by all accounts, an exceptional

ypical of at ol Sth-c: /. /
Boreciani man, typical of the best of the ISth-century % AV S :,/‘ T D
Billot clergy - a man of action as well as a much loved “ &

Bisson 7 and respected priest. His greal interest was in
Blampied 3 cider muking, then the major item in local trade ., . o 0
Bocasl and export. The Duke of Richmand map of 1795 il dout. (i
Collas 3 highlights the hundreds of cider appie orchards
De Gruchy which had become such a feature of the Jersey and St Martin countryside by the late 15th century
De Quetteville 7 Tt 1790 Le Couteur founded the Jersey Agricultural Society and became its first President, devot
Dolbsel a ing 30 years of his life to developing scientific methods designed to increase the yield and im
Falle 8 9 prove the quality of the local dder. Clearly, he was a man fully and actively involved in the life of
Fauvel ; his St Martin parishioners. However, it is his contribution to the defeat of the French invasion
Gallichan 7 force for which he will be best remembered.
In the late 1700s the threat of French invasion was very real. An attack had been made in
s 1779 by the Prince of Nassau, who attempted to land French troops in St Ouen's Bay, and it was
Le Gresley ) 2 this event which prompted Le Coutenr to purchase two cannon and keep them ready for action in
Le Huguet St Martin’s Church.
Le Maistre On the night of 5 Janoary 1781, de Rullecourt, with his 700 men, landed at La Rocque and set
Le Seelleur out for what he thought would be the capture of the Island for the French. He took 500 of his best
Machon ( 9 men and arrived in St Helier in the early hours. What resistance they met was ruthlessly dealt
Mallet with ~ witness the brutal killing of Pierre Amve who came out of his house in Colomberie and
Marreut 3 was bayoneted to death.
Messervy By mid morning, all seemed lost, The Lieutenant: Governor, Major Carbet, had been intimi
Nicolle 4 dated into signing a capiulation document ordering the English regiments stationed in the Island
Noil to show no resistance to the occupying French troops. It was then that Major Peirson, officer
Pallot 4 commanding the 95th Regiment of Infantry, decided to ignore the Governor's order and march
Payn on the town. In the briel but bloody skirmish which followed, the French were defeated and both
Perchard g Peirson and de Rullecourt were killed
Renouf : However, these were not the only events of significance on that day. When de Rallecours set
Richardsoa 3 aff from La Roceue: to march on the town, he left behind about one hundred men to guard the
Sohier h ! ships and receive reinforcements. News of the action reached the Rector of St Martin at 7 o'clock
Vardon : ( an the morning of the 7th, His response was immediate and decisive, As we can see from his later
Whitey actions, vacillation was not in his nature.

We can only imagine the enthusiasm and wigour with which Le Couteur arranged for his
guns to be taken from St Mastin's Church and trundled down Gousay Hill towards Grouville




£ St Maznn, Jersey

‘The verbatim account of his evidence at the subsequent court-martial of Majc C

with the authority L “We moved toward
Fort Conway (now Fort Henry) in Grouville Bay t

Militia and the Glasgow Vohnteers. 1 then being on ho e o reconnoitre the
enemy shipping since it was my opinion that the fleet mi

The situation that met him was one of some confusion, and it was largely Le C
resolution and single-mindedsess which helped to resolve t. Captain Campbell, ¢
officer of the 83cd Regiment, had rece & message from the captured Licuten
ordering him to tak further action. Cleatly Campbell was no Peir
Lisutenant ertson, made clear to Le Couteur that they intended to obey the order to the lette

Le Couteur would have none of this; the enemy must be attacked at onc bet's orde
regarded as null and 2 nger to be looked upon as Goy he is
prisoner; it s & palpable absurdity that a man deprived of his liberty sh forth any order;
it is most probable that the capitulation has been forced upon him; our engaging the ¢
cannot admit a doubt of success; in short, every moment i precious; if we do not, some othy
corps will snaich from our hands the palm of victory.' The two officers wavered; disobeying
orders would lead likely court-martial and dismissal; but Le Couteur had an answer for this
too: ‘1 am a man of propesty, and if you should lose yonr commission, T will tike ¢
shall be fully indemnified.'

How the dispute w at that moment a messen-
ger arrived from Peirson informing Cs
was about to attack the

The action that followed was brief but decisiv
Captain Campbell and Lieutenant Robertson, atta
men, sicceeded in eapturing the position wnd tuking the French troops prisoner. Le Couteur, no
dotbt thrifled at the prospect of using his cannon, decided to fire an the French ships which were
lying offshore. ‘I remained with the Militia to cannonade a boat that was coming in to tike off
some of the French that had taken refuge among the rocks which 1 had the pleasure of driving
back without effecting her purpose, causing 14 to be taken prisoner”

Jt is clear that men of the 13, or North (Saint Martin and Trinity | Militia Regiment took an
active part in the engagement, since fwo are recorded as having been wounded, whilst on
5 November 1881, the three Militia Regiments were authorised to inscribe [Jersey — 1781' upon
their colours.

At the time of his death in 1808, the Gazette of Jersey said of Frangeis Le Couteur: ‘His solid
unosteatatious piety, his freedom from every taint of worldliness, his scom of frivolity, his kind
ness towards the poor and unfortunate, made him | and respected by all’

Proecs, oF ST Marzin /

Blavgiod Tao

EDMUND BLAMPIED

Edmund Blampied, who was without doubt one of Jersey's leading artists, is one of the Pansh of
St Martin's most famous sons.

He was bom at Ville Brée on 30 March 1886, the youngest of four brothers. His father )
was the son of a Trinity farmer, and his mother, Elzabeth, was the daughter of Thomas Blampied,
4 master mariner of St Martin, These were harsh times, and five days before Edmund Blampied
was born his father caught pneumonia afler a vraicing expedition and d
thirty-six.
Elizabetl
piaticula
Blampied went to school on the R
House close to Rozel Mill His teacher was M. T.C.
as, once he had become an established artist, he sent his old ie
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Blampied, who by the beginning of the First World War had already established himself as
one of Britain's lesding etchers, was probably best known for his illustrations of horses. As a small

baoy he would watch for hours as horse-drawn carts hurbered up the hill from Re
then he was fascinated by the animal’s form and movement, He had
visual memary, und there is no doubt that some of these early scenes wi gred in his adult
work, Indeed, Blampied wrote in ‘A Few Memories of My Very Early Days blished in the
Bulletin of the fersey Soriety in London in 195

These folk were all 5o friendly, so amusing, 5o hard working, Their happy

Jaughter, the horses wad the noise of cart wheels, the cackle of yn.lm the bark of

) be some day an artist, this )«mgl« of happy life
me years kater and desperately humnu.k, my Imagination was very pleasurabl
»d i reliving these precious memories. T treasared and loved them. And it w
during those very eatly years in Jersoy that | taught myself to draw a horse in all its move-
oents,

Blampied became a stedent at the Lambeth School of Art in January 1903. As he wrote for
the Jersey Society Bulletin in London, he was very homesick. He spent some of his holidays in
Jemsey, visiting the places he had so much enj ) v days, Including Rozel, where he
loved to fish, and Ville Brée, where he visited relatior

As his career g @ and his reputation spread ucross the
for Jersey. In the 1930s he illustrated a new edition o

0¢ ST MakTix

commission, his work had been n alter he submitted & sample colour Wustration, and he
went om to produce 15 pages of line drawings and 12 in full colour. The book was published in
Loridon in 1939 and in New York in 1940. The publishers were

There are certain qualities dem of for this
s Blamy

In 1938, he was invited to join the Royal Society of Br
had moved back to live in the Island, at a time when his lu.;lv»\m\n.xl life
happy and successful, For some it appe;
Wb 10 siprise, One grest friend wrate: *To tindesstand Blampied you must kx

Jersey. Were there no l-'rs.-‘ there would be no Blampied.” This wa

10 his paintings in Jersey-French. It was how he got the spiritand th

Wihien he returned to Jerse: fid not returm o S¢ Martin, Insted
whom he had married in 1914, made their home in St Aubin. When
began, and Jersey was occupied, the Blampieds were among those wh
Island. They moved to Route Orange, and were familiar figures w g
their pet dog, a corgl called Mr. Lloyd. During the fiest year of the Occ
shortages and privations, Blampied | e stone in weight

After the war years, Blampied w " had witnessed the pi g of the old
way of life, and throagh his extraordinary memoary and talent, was able to portray it in authentic
detail, bringing everyday scenes Io life in a way which captures the imagination of those borm
many years too late to see them for themsebves, 1 Blampied is still well-lo x4 one of our
best-known Jerseymen, We know that it was the life he knew and loved s a small boy in St Martin
which helped fire his imagination and huge talent.

THE ‘FIVE HUNDRED YEAR' FAMILIES

Le Secllour
The earliest Le Seelleur ancestors were farmers in the Rozel/St Martin area. They have been in
continual owner of farmland at Le Villot [the village) on the Rue du Villot in the Fief de Rozel
since 1463. The Le Seelleur farm was origmally known as Haye Hogard - Haye me
Hogard a stack yard; therefore the whole would mean an enclosed ar
Over the years the name fell into disuse and the family beca
1982 when John Alexander Le Seelleur restored the origin:
The size of the Le Seelleur landholdings has yaried over the years - many of the field names

inheritances. However the land was
Since John Le Seelleur inherited from his Uncle Thomas, he has re;
original fields bar ove, which is presently owned and farmed by a




There ure 46 vartations in the spelling of the Le Se
the English ‘sellier’ or ‘sadd or more probably from French ‘s ' , translating as
‘he who seals or 3 s the seal’. One of the earliest variunts of the nuwne was Le Repossey, and
the Extente of records that Philot Le Repassey in St Martyn had ‘Herbage and Grever
and paiable’. The most r Chri
John and 1o the females, Marie/ Mary, Tt
bly with the Renoufs of which there are 13 recorded. Over o aries the family ha
and moved. There are still 3 number in the Rozel area of S¢ Martin area and athers in Faldouet as
well as in the other parishes of the Islind, Members have alwo left Jersey for Englanc
Their occupations have diversified too - from farming to sea caplains, carpenters, shipwry
shopkeapers, bakers, shoemakers and more.

Most of the Le Se scended from Jean fson of Jean of Bas Rozel) bom in
1614, who marrfed Marie Machon, daughter of Lucas and Félice Machon of Faldouet, in 1631
They had 11 children, Bve of whom died in infancy. Only three of the remauining six offspring w
married appare ced children and it is these who ave loday’s Le Seelleur fosefath

rat child of Jean and Marie, took over the furm at Le Villot and
as Vallet. He married Marguerite Le Ber in
1664 and died i 1676 leaving his vuduu and their three young children with the problea of tn
ning the farm. Guardians were appointed and when Jean {born January me of age he gave
{ attomey to his mother. He left St Mastin, peobably to go to sea, but returned 2
nonf in May 1689, They prochuced seven children but the first sex died young and when
Jean died in April 1723, Anne was left with their young son Thamas, born in 1717, The farm must
have been run by friends and relatives until Thomas came of age. He married Elizabeth Le Feuvre
und they had nine children, three of whon died in infancy. Their eldest son and heir, Thomas, was
borm in 1739; he married Marie Renoul in 1763 and they had eight children of whom Th
in 1764, was the eldest. Haye Hogard underwent some rebuilding in 1792, for both
Gearge (born 1766) cut their initials into & beam. They w
Alexander Le Seelleur, in 1982 during restoration work

The farm at Le Villot has cuppnnrd & large number of drprn:
the 1841 census Thomas wa y 0 I " g )‘ hirm. He
died in 1849 leaving the f eldest son ] 800, ¢ ¢ Renoof

and they had six children, five girls and u boy. It is interesting to note that four of their five daugh

ters were seamsiresses, and a ssing
survives. Thomas their only son (bormn 18

£52 per snnum, includ
is listed in 1881
the death of his father ir

dered by th st, Jeanne age

arried Marie Mauger and produced
Ann Whitel, In the I.
uuxnln-r had in¢

and seven vergy
t the farm. He in

It propadad o
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aged only 48, His eldest son Thomas was only 13, but he worked the farm
Lilian and Kathleen, and died, never having masvied, in 1979, His younger brc
Le Seelieur (the fifth child of Thomas and Mary Ann Whitel) was & er ll his Life
service in World War L. He reated Manc ¥ north of Le V He marr

i and they had two childre

the Island during the

member of the civilian police force, whilst their s
on the farm. Having married Marg

Villot was left jointly to Jol , the eldest surviving male in the family and his
two children, Anne and John Robert. He undertook extensive renovation of Haye Hogard and
moved into it in 1987, His son, John R., married Anne Margaret Barette on 25 September 1982
and took over the renting of Manor Farm in 1987, which he farms along wi e fields of Haye
Hogard since his father’s retirement from ac farming. He and Anne have two children, Emma
Anne (born in 1984) and John Alan (bom in 1986) and so the Le Seelleur dynasty continues in
this comer of St Mastin

Noél and Germain

John and Gwen Germain live in the fine property, Rozel Hamlet, overlooking the grounds of
Rosel Manor. The house was built in 1842, as attested by the datestone, now inside a subsequent
extension. The initials on the stone, GN and AAB, are those of George No# Anne Aubin.
George was bom in 1794 and his son, Geonge Edouard, was born in 1833, presumably in the
earlier house, still in sound condition, which stands to the rear of the “vew” buildin,

The earlier, but not necessarily the first, house on this property bears the initials and date EN
1694, followed by & device which could be a fleur-de-lys, indicating a French origin for the family
Edouard No#l was born in 1668 and the family tree in John Germain's possession goes b
further five generations to Julien Notl 1480°, This tree appears to have been drawn at least 100
years ago and Information on the fiust two generations of the family is sk Nicholas Nobl,
who died in 1624, was the first family member of whom there is detailed information and he is
described s “Sergeant du Roi', as were his son Noé, grandson Denis and descendants for three
further generations, ending with George who was born in 1738. The Sergeant was an officer of the
Fief du Rol, paid variously in money or in land. His duties included the issulog of summonses,
assisting the Prévat and collecting reates. George's younger brother, also Denis (1741-1809), bore
the samewhat unnerving title of Denanciatenr ¢t Capitaine dans la Milice. In fact, a devonciateur is an
official of the Royal Court whase duties included ‘snnouncing’ rather than ‘denoancing’, It is
Interesting to note that John Germam (1939) was the last Prévot: he succeeded his father in the
office but it was abolished in recent years a8 being of no relevance to modem-day

Notable among the women who married into the Noél family was Rachel Sy
daughter of the Reverend Frangois Le Couteur, Rector of S¢ Martin. This Frangois Le Couteur is
the first of four who followed in quick succession, the last of whom disting
time of the Batle of Jersey.
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Many other well-known St Martin family names were jomed with the No#ls: Perchard,
Messervy and Renouf in the 17 J Dumaresq, Collas, Labey, Mallet and Richardson in
the 18th, and Aubin, Billot, de Gruchy an

Howeves, the family most closely connected with the Noéls i the Germains. One of the
earliest recorded, Nicholas, mardied first Magdelene No#l and, after her death in 1645, Catherine
Notl. Nicholas” son Noé also mitrried a No#l, Susanne in 1677, Afier this the pattern changed and
there are no fusther marriages recorded between the two fimilies until the wedding of John Thomas
Germuin and Lousss Jane Noél in 1884. Louisa had three sisters but no brothers, so the male line
in this branch of the Nokl family became extinet. Loviss is the great-grandmother of Connétable
John Germain

With modesn health care, infant mortality rates in Jerse
the distress suffered by earlier generations, John Thomas Germain (18

ood from ix children. Even he was survived by both parents when he died
the age o

In addition to the various family trees, John Germain has a masdve Holy B
printed for Thomas Kelly of Paternostes Row in 1815 and original to the Cleak
of which noth is known, As ic nol uncomman, the dyleal

birth of Mary Anne Cleak in 1809,
flyleave £ e p y un-Biblical diatribe

inchudi Farl of I acquired by John Thomas

fascinating family papers include the
covers i period in the 1890
to the 1
J i as commuted to a monetary
payment in s ars_John Ge I er the wheat to the col
the Manor in the years before the second world war. The rente book is bound in par
on the inside, o religious text in Latin is still clearly visible. Obviously, this was salvaged I

ment, probably a Catholic text destro f the Reformation.

Ralph Richardson, a mercenary soldier, is said « captuin of King Richard 111's
bodyguard at the Bsitle of Bosworth in 1485, After the battle he fled from England and came t
Jersey. In 1507, he leased from the Seigneur of Rosel the property known as La Grande Maison
de Rozel, later called La Ferme, which the family he




The two branches of the family which remain in St Martin separated at an early date. John
{born 1599) 35 recorded as being of Bas Roze! y e VHers f his
descendants for many generations. The present ho a datestone 18 CRCS SLHQ 29,

829 by Clement Richardson and Susan Le Hugquet. The Le Huqgu

: Catherine and Clement Richardson also ent

while. However, the family’s main occupation continued to &

{b.1851} is said 1o have accumul ahle fortune, He murried Mary Ann Amy (1851
86] and, after her death, Bella Le Brun. He had one daugh my Mary (1880-1954), and no
r Bas Rozel pessed out of the family. The farming tradition was maintained by Clement's
brother, John Dorey, whose grandson Gesald Arthur and his family, wife Doreens and
“olin, Mervyn and Lester, continue farming in St Martin, now at North Lynn, near St Mar

Arsenal. They have bred a long line of champion cattle, winning numerous trophies, includ
ing the McLean Cup of the Comice Agricole de St Martin, won outright in 1986,

The junior branch of the family is descended from John's younger brother, Nicholas (b, 1602)
They came to prominence in the 17th century: Philip Richardson was an advocate and Jurat of
the Royal Coart; Nicholas was a signatory. of the Proclamation of Charles I1in 1648; his son, also
Nicholas (b.16: h
(1674.91). Also at that time & branch of the fumi hed in Jamaica, whe: 4

Abraham, returning from Jamaics in 1709, was ki by pirates and his wife, El
beth (née de Carteret), was lab y of Abraham’
brother Clement and Jaequeline Reserson continue 8 tion. Clement
e from 1731 until his death n 17 Abguham,

i eldest s

eppointed British
van, Nicholas, was C
his san, also Nicho)

Nicholas was the ancestor of the branch of
the family which continued at La Ferme. How-
ever, his brothers also had ble care
Clement and Philip were both in the Roy
Navy, the latter winning the Nile Gold Med
he served on H M S, Bellerephon in the Baule
the Nile and his early death in JBO6 was attrib-
uted to the wounds he suffered, He is burled in
St Martin's churchyard. Brother Thomas served
as a captain in the Royal Jersey Militia

This branch descends through a further
Nicholas to Nicholas Ralph (1810.76); one of
these two is said to have shot the last fox in Jer-
sey and had a top hat made from its fur, Nicho-
Ias Ralph was notorious for his heavy drinking
und gambling, much of which ok place ut 2
public house at Rozel, A curator was finally

e 10 look after his affairs and the ance
holas Ralph, who built
the present house at L Ferme, was the last of
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his line to farm; his wife, Es Gaudin, retumed to her family at Stonewall, where she brought

up her children, including Philip Mourant Richase

for St Saviour. His son, Philip Netman (1875-1957), was s

later a Sena fter his death La Ferme and most of his properties were sold. His son
nd he also continued the family

Denys carried
e moved out of

tradition of sert
the Parish, but his daughter, a successful artist, lives at Gore

ST MARTIN FAMILIES

256 Hondebng Bibwardien Lodis. 4 Coyp flonlly wodding st Oalunre, < 1010, (Coustesy 3f Mawrice awd Noncy Faweicr)

Ahier ) %
Daonald Ahier of Seymour Farm can teace his family in Jersey to the middle of the 15th century,
s ), who

including such noteworthy ancestors as Site Thomas (b 1442), a priest, and |
ivors of the

was imprisoned for refusing o drill on Sundays; his son Aaron was one of th
Battle of Jersey and his grandson Philippe served on 3 and |
French

er, the first 1 come 41}, who leased La Ferme
las Richardson’s Curator and later bought Seymour Philip Le Masu
a farmer is related in chapler 11 One of v ed as Deputy for
and another, Henry, despite suffe
other two boys spent much of their lives overseas: Walter emigrate
@ leg at the Bartle of the Somme fighting in the
1 the P. & O, Line, returning to Jer

Henry’s son, Donald, ran Seymour Farm until his retirement 192, As neither he
Philip nor sister Chuistine has children, Seymour Fa as been sold

Amy
The Amys ate primarily » Grouville family, where they can trace their ancestry back to
Amy in 1460,

The St Martin branch originated with Chardes, born in 1801 and maried in St Martin in
1822. His son, also Charles, was born in 1824 and married Ann Elizabeth Richardson, They
owned the house next to the tower at therir as "Amy” ", Their son, Frederick
Charles, born in 1856, was a fishers
operating from St Catherine. In 1886 he was
awarded the
for saving the life of John Bi
When Billot's fishing boat, 7

Amy and his fri
10 the rescue and managed to sav
his son was drowned.

He was captured at the Battle of Mons in
and spent the remainder of the war in & prison
camp. As a recruit in the British Expeditionary
Force, he became & member of the much hon-
oured and decorated body of men known as
‘The Old Contemptibles’. After the war, he
gtenier and started the business
of JT. Amy, $ Bukery: the business wy of e Hsabive Regimn, 194, 101 s o
later became Centyal St and was continued o (aind ¢ Shau Mol Aot Acey s caprarnd at e
5 . v o M. (Geveld Amy ]
by his sou, Gerald, nnfil his retitement in 1937

Billot

The name Billot is ecorded in the Ialand in 1309, It s believed that i nily came from the
district of Billot, near Lisitre in 1 ndy, The family became established in Trinity, where La
Billoterie is situated, close to Les Croix, but there was ulso anather La Billoterie in St Potor,
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mentioned in a ¢ at of 1677, Billots are also to be found in St Saviour, where several fields
are named Le Clos de Bi A Billot in Trinity signed the Oath of Allegiance in 1696, but the
name is not found amongst the St Mastin signatories

The Godiray map of 1849 shows a number of properties in the Parish owned by Billots
They acquired what is ¢ll the family property in $t Martin, namely Holmdale o La Rue de la
Ville Brée, in the second hall of the 18th century. The original name of the property was La
Gaupette, snd meadows to the west of Holmdale include Gaupette in their names. The date stone

over the front door i engraved ‘18 PBL DD! The date 1822 is not the date of the marriage
of Phillipe Billot to Douce du Fresne (whose initials they are} but ¢ e on which Holmdale was
built onto an older house, part of which remains as the kitchen. Philippe was the of another
Philippe who married Elizabeth Godfray in 1793 and who was cither lost ut sea or died In o
French prison shortly afier his son's birth, Thereafier, Elizabeth never used her married name
and even buried as Elizabeth Godiray. She financed the construction of the new house and &
family anecdote s that the granite was carted to the present site of the house, then to the top of La

Jille Bréve and, when Elizabeth changed her mind aguin, back to the bottom of the road. Her
initials, f also appear an the front of Holmdale.

During the 20th century the family has been prorainent in municipal affairs. Charles Philip
Biflot served the Parish for almost forty years, including service as Deputy and then as Connétable
from 1935 to 1949, a period which included the difficult years of the Occupation. His younger
brother Geosge became & Jurat, after his return to Jersey from a banking career in London and
was subsequently appointed a Lieutenant-Bailiff and awarded the OBE. George's son, Com

fray Billot, captain of HMS Hartlend, won a DSO for his bravery at Oran. Charles’s

{ea and Thomas, both farmed in La Ville Brée and bred some celebrated strains of

cows. Holmdale Oxford Pride, bred by Charles, Re: 1 sold to
for the enormous sum of a *ha erica the

) each during

om.n or St MarTin

Charles was Deputy of St Martin from 1964 to 1969, He was a fervent advocate for &
consrvdtion ef de la péspétudtion d'7'u b 0 du pays, the tive of
LAssembliée d'Jérriais of which he was president for several years. Thamas served as centenier
from 1953 to 1963 and th s & founder member and first peesi
dent of the Rozel Rovers thall Club from

Charles Perchard Billot, the son of Chardes, ng & successful jockey at local races,
P«r&mtamrhmsv trainer and was champion trainer for several years. Thomas's daughter Anne
(Mrs. Peschard of La Formie] has sir p a d later president, of the World Jersey
Cattle Bureau which brings together assoc of Jersey cattle breeders around the world

De Gruchy
Although the De Gruchys have been in |
since the latter part of the 13th century, the ¢
liest recarded haptism of the Surville branch in
St Martin, of Esther Mary, duughter of Jean De
Grichy wnd Esther de Quetteville, was secorded
on 18 November 1828, Jean De Gruchy was
known to be farming in La Vingtaine de
Faldouet in 1851, and his son Thomas farmed
42 vergées at Surville, Vingtaine de La Quénuée
in 1868. The family has continued to farm
Surville to the present day
Frangois, & twin brother of Thomas, emi-
grated to South Africa. His son Charles lived
for a period of time with his uncle at Surville,
before emigrating to Perth, Western Austrafia.
A third brother William wes a master mariner 20 Thowes 4 ¢
living with his family st Faldouet {Courer 3/
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Thomas’
was Connétable
also founder sec g
de St Martin in 1894 and president of that body
in 1920, His son, Thomas Ruymond, followed
in his fath : by being elected
Connétable in 1949 serving until his untimely
death the following year. His three sons
Raymond, Harold and yon continued work
ing the family farms in La Vingta
Quéruée until their retirement in 1995,

De La Haye
“The first record of the De La Haye family in the
Parish was of Gedeon De La Haye <1600, How
ever, the family moved to Trinity and onward
10 St Helier and did not re-establish a presence
in St Martin until 1943, when Stanley De La Haye married Lydia Lucas and purchased Beuv

This Stanley (1888-1939) served as 1 Constable's Officer in the Parish. His
gave extended service to the Parish. Stanley John De La Haye was bam in 1918 and was ane of
the first pupils at Hilda Ahier's School at Springside. The cerfificate given to him by & grateful
Parish when he retired as Connétable listed his service as

ankey feln De Zr FHage. (Phwis: Stawst Mol

Aumonier
Surveillant
Constable’s Officer, La Quémée
Expert (Rate Amessor)
Centenier
Connétable
ate ends with the delightful salutation:
ouhaitons A In Narmande, bounn 3, boanne dent, bouan pid, et le Paradis 3 La fin

d'vos jours,

We with you In the Norman fashion, good sight, good teeth, good feet and Parudiso & tho

end of your days,

Stanley De La Haye and his sons, Richard, Colin and Stephen, all live in St Martin and
Beavelande remains the family property.

George Dorey, was born in Trinity and spent time @ as ship's
ze to Anne Le Gros of St Lawrence, the couple set up Les Buttes Stores in
St Martin, which remained in the family until granddaughter Hilda Ching retived in 1986

oF ST Mat

George and Anne had six children, of whom George became Moderator of the Free Ct
en of Mont Orgueil from 1 59, Frederick farmed at
and Aunic mjuried John Notl Germain, grandfather of the Connétable, Frederick's son, Frederick
George, also served at Mont Orgueil. His second son, Laurence, now retired, lives at La Rue
la Mure des Reines.

Falle
Although the name of Falle is rocorded in St Saviour as early as the Extenteof 1274 the first known
family in St Martin dates back to Simon, who died in 1606 -

In the 19%h century there was a line of three successors ¢ lled Geosge James, the eldest
of the three being the son of Jean Falle, who was bapeised in St Martin in 1764,

rge James, born in 182), served as o sergeant in the Jersey Militia and worked as

blacksmith. He marv sy Mollet in 1846 His brother, Thomas, was 4 fisherman at Anne
Port: he and his wi

Fanny lived to the age of 93 and is reputed to have been « matsiarch of forceful character
Her daughters ran the tearooms at Anne Port, which she e d visiting. However, she consid-
ered the sea 5 to be injurious fo health and her son and son-in-law, Philip Le Gresl

v school at their he e.

George James (bor ’ s and subsoquently became ¢

sistant in St Helie he militia, including service in France in the Fir
World War. He married Susan Pallot of St Saviour and thele d married George De
Gruchy Noél, & descendant of th Martin family of that ¢




sohs maoried

Fauvel
The Jersey Chantry Certificate of 1550 mentions a Joban Favel who was due one cab remte in
the Parish.

Francis Fuuvel had a shipyard at Gorey in the 19th century and is recorded as having
the 24-ton cutter Lovein 1853, The perty, now uceupied by the Drive-In Bar-B-Q, ren
family ownership for some years after the demise of the shipbuilding industry.

The family also owned a furm at Faldouet, which included the site of the dolmen. Mr. F
carried out a series of excavations from 1839 to 1863, and in 1933 the artefucts which he recov-
ered were presented to the Société Jesialse by his heirs.

Gaudin

The first record of the family in St Martin is of Philippe Gaodin in 1540, The Gaudins were

established in Vingtaine de ln Quérnée from 1659 and at Green Farm there is a dat

Philippe Gaudin, who married Elizabeth Aubin in 1781 The family spread widely and at various

times owned & number of properties in the Pavish, including Haut de Rué, Le Fleurion (from

1832), Green Farm, Lowland (now Ambleside) and Glenvale. There is u datestone at Haot de

Rué of Philippe Gaudin, 1638, and the propeety remained in the family certainly till the later
ars of the 19th century, when # was acquired by Philip Mourant Richardson, who had been

brought up at Stonewall by his mother, Esther

The fanly has been prominent in servi Gaudin was chef de police
1845, when his portrait was painted by PJ. Ouless (fg.123); Philippe George Gandin of Green
cted as was Thomas Gaudin in 1890
Over the years, many of the family travelled extensively and

Farm was e

ada and at the settlement of St Martin's Bay in South Iskar

264 Weh day a1 n 1y of Green Faveg, ate 1904 cetery. The tradiiional fresey doanets e rly dellphhd fastise

{Ceuteg of e Rickens

Philip Gaudin (186
garet Nogl and after farming at La I
Farm in $¢ Saviour they moved 1o Lo Flew
Philip’s grandson, Cyril, still lives o the Puri
with his son Paol, dsughter-in-law, Megan, and
grandchildren Celia and Philip.

Le Huquet
The Le Huquet fumily of Elmore were promi
neat in the shipbuilding mdustry at St Catherine,
had several yards at varions times,
Captain Philippe Le Huquet was ilso a
leading light in the Wealeyan Chapel and man
aged the St Mastin Fife and Dium Band
Beatrice Le Huquet taught at St Martin's
School from 1920 to 1966 and, after her retire
ment, worked as a St John Ambulance nurse,
Al the age of 93, she still tskes a keen interest in
parish fife.

Pallot
I'he Pallot family can be waced
PalloL du Port

Queritre who was baptised ¢

¥ ST Maxnix

&3,

265 Pl Gowho (14
La Dasissanerse. (Courtery of Fawd oy

L]




He was Regent (Headmaster) for 60 years at St Mannelier School, which had been established in
Jersey in 1477 Jean married Jeanne Faultrart, the daughter of the Reverend Helier Fanltrart, Ree-
tor of St Martin in 1613, since when the family has had a ¢ uous presence in the Parish, Their

é ement and later Rector of Gr e and signed the Proclama-
tion of Charles 11 on 17 February . Another Pallot ancestoy, referred to as Dr. Pallot in Payn's
Armortal was Physician to Louis X1V of Frau It is recorded in the Lancet of 2 Junuary 1864 that,
for curing the King's bout of malaria with a secret remedy, Dr. Pallot was rewnrded with 4
lioves, 2,006 Jiores for life and the grade of chevalier, Louds also ordered that the medicine, which
was quinine, should be iatroduced into the pharmacopocia

During the late 18th and the 19th centuries many of the Pallot men were mariners and ship
owners,

Nicholas Pallot (1703-1870] was variously, between 1825 and 1847, Muster of Joks, Charles
John and Mary and Queen. He married Jeanne Le Sueur, lived at Les Landes, and their five sons
John (1821}, Clement (b.1827), Elias Gearge (b.1829), Philip (b.1831) and Charles (b.18 all
went to sei. At times the brothers verved on the same ships, which were family-owned, including
Ocean, Lavinia, Adelina, John and Mary, Elize and Meria and C. T Sution.

Clement and his brother Elias George married the Cantell sisters, Mary Elizabeth and Maria,
and lived together at Weldan House, Faldouet and later at y Melbourne House. Clement
owned a number of ships including Baray Mary (149-ton san Queen (149-ton brigan-
tine), Alexandra (306-ton barque), Britain’s Pride (i ue) and Morn
ing Star (178-tan brig). Elias w
Bristol from Rio &5 wet hides. His son, Cap!

.\‘:',3.;.(7]'.‘:

Proecs of ST MarTiN

Courtery of D

certificate st Plymouth and was an the Elize and Maria trading to South America, until she was lost
in & collision in September 1872, He k command of the Borny Mary until 1880 when he
transferred 10 Cardiff steamships v ex of se The affsprivg of

Clement also joined the Rayal Navy and Mercantile Marine and variously settled in Cardiff,
Canada and New Zealand,

Charles, the youngest brother, was also s mister of Bony Maryand then of the barque Gemini.
In March 1866 he arrived at Bristol from Manritius with 9,000 bags of sugar. He akso voyaged to
the west coast of South America. the West Indies and New York in 1868/8 with a crew of 14, 12 of
whom were Jerseymen. He retired to live at Elm Bank on Gorey Pier as Autorisé (Harbourmaster)
for Gorey Harbour from 1886 to 1901,

Nicholas® brother Jean (1797 1870] wax also a mariner, Master of Laweland Traveller. He and
his wife Maric Lz Seelleur had three sons: John{b. 1821} who was Master and awner of Queen and
of the schooner Why Not? (105 toos), built by Le Huquet at 8t Catherine, which in 1862 won
Round-the-Island race " ilip were both Masters as well. T
served on, amengst others, Mormin , G T8 y Sownenir, Regalia and Queen
Isles. Philip was owner of a number of vessels inchuding the last ned, an 80-ton ketch, Th
family also owned ¢ Catherine, another race winner,

John Palic on of Nicholas and Jeanne left the sea and me to La Tourelle in
Faldouet to farm. His elder surviving son, ¢ of St Martin He
was elected following the sudden death n arles Perchard, and served

2 jots — intesmarried. Horace, the eldest
Perchard son, martied Mabel, John Pallot's daughter, and Harold, the second and only surviving




Mary Annwe Pullot (née Lffoly), Gertrud {
Jare Pallot (ude Le Gras), Aunt Mary Arn, Moel Perchard (née Palict)
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son of John, married
sons, all of whom i y throughout
Martin to live; Colonel John to La Tourell,
¢l Norman to nearby La Chouque

Perchard
Jarsey Pl
place name 1 " » Perch j, La Pitce de Perchard
(1668, 167:
Philip P 7 Michael
Perchard was Rector of St Sav y a | has been
traced, starts with Jean ¢
fram a branch of the Le Ses
Martin in 1565,
‘The family spread wid Parish and has been asse
(five instances), de Quetteville, Le §
suard (1819-1902) married three times and p
He held a pilot’ ot Jersey's east coast and many of his desc
at sea. His sons, Edouard and Francis, also held pilot’s ficenc
keeper and harbour pilot at Gorey. Another brother, Winter, was stationmaster there. Grandson
Joha Edward (1875-1950) served for an exte on Lord Brassey's world-girdling yacht,
Sunbearr, this becoming widely known #s ‘Sunbe Toduy, this branch of the family lives
mostly in Gorey Vilk {Grouville} and is without male heirs,

e Prom

The late Sidney Perchard of Lower Gorey Hill was captain of the y
much work taking parties to Les Ecréhous. His family originated in Guernse:
Charles Perchard was Connétable of St Martin 1901-19. He

£3,000 and the

who was married to Charles Phillipe Bill twble, and Janet, who was married w

Harold Pallot of La Tourelle, Rodoey G 3 M i and ended his career
as assistant har ! Mo , C e Second World War,

The Pérchards now Hving at La Chasse, Rue des Cabaret a

Saviour

Williem George of La Chas
period of 12 years and sul | Agric and Horticultral

3 onships in the
years following the Second World War 2 3 son, fs with the
British Council and has held senior posts in many countries.

Renouf
The first Renouf identified as b from St Martin is Renauld, who wis buried there in
1640. By the 18th century, the family was well represe:
1867} served as a conatable's officer
There were a number

20 The Res foily o 21
smtivg oo La Vil Beév, 20
oy 1922,




Highlands, near Rozel Mill. It is apparent that he pros yered as he bought a property at Ville Brée

cendants still farm in the same locality tox

Whitley

The first of the Whitle

He joined the Mont O garrison and died i

St Marti etery. The family acquired land
also a Chas ¢ and a Cotil Whitley near S

A stone salting trough the inscription E 0 and there
datestone on the west end of the house, 18 EW 5, which
Elie Whitley and his wife Elizabeth Le Huquet. The |
to live at Haie Fleurie was another Elie (this name
branches of the family), who died in 1930, The property then p
his sister Ann, from her to her pw, John Whitley Sta d thence
to his niece, Kathleen Bine Nicolle), who has now lived there f
nearly 80 years, Mrs,
Binet was aged five and living at Diélament @ - é - =3 h 4 % e
when her mother died. remembers well her '0 |
journey to Haie Fleurie in the bread van of the ¢
Vardon sisters of Rozel Mill

Elie Whitley was a the Royal Na-
tional Lifeboat Institution Silver Medal for
rescuing the crew and passengers of the Danish
vessel [sabella Northeote, which was wrecked on
Les Ecréhous in November 1872. Elie, Charles
Blampied and another made two trips inan open
rowing boat, ‘in a strong westerly gale and a
heavy sea'. The certificate cites his ‘extraordi-
nary perseverance and gallant conduct in
putting off a distance of several miles in a small
boat’.

One of the family treasures is a sampler
made by ‘Anne Susan Whitly [siq aged 8 1839",
This is & work of high quality for one so young
and features Adam and Eve.

I'he Reverend George Whitley (1872-1964) was brought : leurie and his memo-
ries of youth are detailed in Chapter 15. He was a Methodist preacher of some prominence and
travelled extensively







ene in the for s en of the Neanderthal race /mlr/tumua deer, while firther off roam a woolly rhinoceros and a family
w olly mammot /I 7 1y be i Coupe, while the horizon shows a faint rm// dr«lan/ prospect g
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WILDFLOWERS OF ST MARTIN

from original watercolours by Eunice Whiteside




GEOLOGICAL SPECIMENTS

Plate 3. The finer grained and Plate 4. Typical Rozel Conglom-
ipe of Rozel crate, with a range of pebble sizes
ie, found near La and colours. The laiger the
ited originally in included pebbles, the rounder they
a playa-type lake. Layers scen are. (Photo: John Renouf)
become young m the bottom
up. (Photo:,

roken-up) and
contorted lava veferred to as auto- or recciated is common
irondel and Anne Port. One of
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CONNETABLES OF ST MARTIN

Jean Nicolle
Philipps
Edmond Perrin
Philippe Payn

“douard Crafford
Servais Nicolle
Clement Dumaresq
John Gray
Frangots Le Malstre
Edmaond etteville
Edouard Payn
i616-29 Abraham Payn
20.32  Philippe Dumaresq
Thomas Le Muistre
1641-47  Abmbam Payn Chefs de Police®; Geonge Gandin, George Sohier,
16475 Abraham Le Maistre ouard Elie Le r, George Asplet
Thomas Bandinel dovard Le F
Clement Dumaresq 55-77 mas William Messervy
Jean Nicolle 80 Philippe Amy jnr
Abraham Le Maistre B Reginald Raoul Lempriére
David Bandinel Frédéne Nicolle de Quetteville
Philippe Richardson édénic Richardson Le Brun
1691.94 George Bandinel g Charlés Perchard
1694-97  Thomas Lempriére John Pallot
169704 George de la Garde 2 mas Renouf de Gruchy
170407  Thomas Lempriere 49 Charles Philip Billot
170708 David Bandinel - Thomas Raymond de Gruchy
1708-14  Thomas Lempriére Henry Ahier
1714-17  George de la Gard Thomas George Billot
1717:20°  Thomas Iempriére 4 George Rive Le Masurier
172021 James Corbet jur 81-87  Winter Chevalier de }
George Bandinel £ Stanley John de la Haye
Abgaham Richardson John Baudsing Germain
Clement Richardson

* On 10 December 1844, an election for the office of Connétable was held between Thomas Messervy and Thomas
Laffoley. Messervy polled 177 votes to Lafloley’s 140, but the latter protested that there had been iregularities. He
claimed that a ‘considerable number” of voters should not have been included in the rate list as electors, others were
not old enough to vote, and that Messervy had employed bribery and threats to induse electors to vote for him and to
keep Laffoley's supporters away from the election, The Royal Court’s Inferior Number heard the case in January
1845, but after much legal argument on formalities-some of it bordering on the absurd-the Court refused to hear
Laffoley's witne: He Sn'n appealed to the Court’s Superior Number, ¢ upheld the lower Court’s judgment.
Laffoley was del ined not to let the matter rest there, and he gave notice of appeal (o the young Queen Victoria's
Privy Council. While this was going on, Messervy was unable to take his oath as ble, and o the parish was
effectively run by the vasious Chefs de Police for nearly 18 years. In March 1862 Laffoley was granted leave to
abandon his appeal and his claim and this left Messervy free to ke the cath fice, but by this tme Messervy was
an old man and the Royal Court excused him from taking the osth and ordered a fresh election.
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ST MARTIN HONORARY POLICE

CONSTABLE'S OFFICERS
Officers, 1887-1999 ~ from the Parish Records Sy R Perchard
Le Masurier

Philip Cubot

Josué Francts s

Charles Ahser > C

Churles Peschard Ri suie 1027 . b Mare Joha W. Le
1803-98 v 3 1 Rabert | Messerv

31004 ¢

el
Stuart D, MeAlister
Philip Ahser
Charlus Philip Bitlol
Charles P. fou
Clifford Geotge Pallot
Hemry Abier 946 ? . Perct 142
Jobm Noel Germain 555 2 Thienas R, de G arold J. de Grichy
John Willism Muesseevy 195058 Michaed O, Stoven 1550
CONSTABLES OFFICERS
104355 Chacles W. Gilbert
% R. de Gruchy
J. de Gruchy
Joha A Burrs
p $ Jahe ©. Pools
& “n\, 'r.i.:.rr:rh 5..::“) :q Perchard 1 Michael D. Blampied 1944
serald Richardaor 4 2 wdith ) ot
William C, Renoef L

VINGTENIERS AND CONSTABLE'S OFFICERS 1949-1999

VINGTAINE DE ROZEL

9 VINGTAINE DE L'EGLISE
CONSTABLE'S OFFICERS VINGTE!

John T. Lo Seallen g Johm N, Gesmain 19434 Joho T. Amy
Kenaeth G, Richandsos 3 Guurge R St Lethie T, La Seelteur
Nebon G, Renosf 1931-55 Clifford W. Renoed 7 John R. Reooul
Jotn G, Gernsain 9 Gerald A Richardon 5 Neban G, Le Cornip
Wanter G, de Gruchy Richard O. Norman

Denys P Renwoul Garnet |, Perchard
John B, Germain Alan L. Rerets 976-82 John N, Richard 194661 Leslie T. L Sevlleur
V\‘.l}}um c xm)‘l’ :.vd:r\ J‘:’n};n i £ Pescy G, Bundaing 196473 Jobm R. Renoaf
Cffoed G. Paliont senham M. de Gruchy Laurence Barette 197985 Nelwon G, Le Carmi

Peter F. Blampied Duvid A. Thellaod PRI R oy 'y
Thostims R. Chasitiing Colin §. de la Haye o B Sy s GERges- Torg

John B. Dxagle 9% Desmend A, Diiise 1905.97
James ] Young - Alan Pallips 1997-

NIERS
J¢

Lauteccn Raretto
Stanley . Perchard
Desmond A. Dunae

VINGTAINE DE LA FIEF DE LA REINE
VINGTENIERS
Percy G. Robiny 7 Ulsie V. Noel 1967-79
John J. Magent 7 Dosgles E. Huelin 198840
joha N. Brée 1989.95 Michael B. Le Couteas 1995
CONSTABLE'S OFFICERS
Ulric V. Noal i€ Michael |. Kempate 1967-70
Raymood L. Le Cariu 9 Joho §. Mazert 197441
H 196083 Joho N, Brée 1983-80
198592 Michael B Coateor 09295
1995

VINGTAINE DE FALDOUET

Jaha W. Meservy 946-50 George L Masa: rrney
Fruncis J. Lucae 7 Gereld G, Richardson

Francis W, Tarkier 196992 Richrd J, Farron

Maurice F. Gotel 1905




DEPUTIES OF ST MARTIN

Philippe George
Thamas William M
Thomas C

Josué Frang

rd Slade
Chasles Philip Billot
Philip Ahier
i Slade
rmain
" # Seellewr
Chasles Philip Bill
Brigadier Raoul Charles Lempriére-Robin, O.5.
Helen Baker
Henri Loon Dut
Terence Ahier Jehan

Frederick John Hill, B.EM
On 6 November 1856 the States passed an Act adding 14 elected Deputies 1o the / e for each parish and
three for St Helier
The first sitting of the States with the new Députies was held on 2
The Slade and Billot families have the distinction of having had both & father and son serving as Deputy
John Pallot and Charles Philippe Billot h served as Deputy before becoming Connétable.

Thomas Willinm Messervy served as Connétable for 12 years before becoming Deputy, in which office be served a
further 12 yoars.




THE RECTORS OF ST MARTIN

me Dean in 1315)
Rector in 1309)

venant
William de Geslethorpe
Thomas de Riby
eter Amnener
Thomas Le Hardy
Jean du Val (Dean)
500
505 Guillaume
Thomas C

o (Dean)
elin
Charles Mabson
John Poulet (Dean)
Thomas Johanne
Pierre Henry dit Dangy
Helier Faultrart
David Bandinel (Dean)
Pierre d'Assy

17081717 Frangois Le C his predecessor)
1717-1765 Frangois Le Cc dean; son of his predecessor)
17651775 Frangois Payn (D
{nephew of Francois Le Couteur 1717

1789-1798
1799-1818  Charles Le Touzel
1818-1820  George Bertram (Vice Dean)
1829-1856 George Balleine

G-18 Philippe Guille
1875-1901 Thomas Le Neveu
1901-1917  Géarge Philip Balicine
1917-1941 Reginald Le Sueur
1041-1947 During the Getman Occupation, Canon John Russell Wilford was Ministre Desseryant)
1947-1959  Edward Cecil Lempriére
19 William Kilshaw (Ministre Desservant)
1060-1961 Emest William Reodell Guymer
1952-1981 Franklin Osmond Br: ey (Vice-Dea
19811982 Asthur Charles Granger (Ministre Desservant]
1982 Lawrence John Turner

N When oaly ooe date is given, the man mentionod it kniown 10 have been Rector in that yesr, but the dates of
and retirernent are unknown.




CHAPLAIN!
1. Gall It
C.D. Robinson

mond
AG. Hogg Harding
CM. Godiray
H.R. Holme
RW. Hamilton
W. Cotes
O.T. Bulks

VICARS
1508
1930
1966

PRIESTS IN CHARGE

JD. Dodd 1994

THE INCUMBENTS OF ST MARTIN’S CHURCH, GOURA

'R.D. Grindley

AJ. Abbey
CWH, Connelly

RD.D. Love
CM. Turnell
C.L. Penn

LW. Matthews
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THE SHIPBUILDERS OF GOREY AND ST CATHERINE

ST CATHERINE

Jane
Josph & Williaw

Yo &8 Mary

] & T, Le Hoquee
i

Arcavy
Atlas
Blanchs
Britain’y vide
Caerolioe K. Farey
‘
e
Gt
Croun
Coarnn
Dariag
Belasy
Evchantress

Fying Fasm
Friend of the Il
Grapkic

Hydra

Lanisa

Mistledse

Orient

Pragrens

Rig Owner
Whithey & €
Le Haquot & Whitley
P.Vardon & Co

St Manmiy, Junsey

Smauwrap
S Cathering
SY Martin

Clement Richardson

Catter 184 Du Fresne

Arist
e
Jasen
Lioely
Sasea

Schoaner " Le Hisquet & Fil Vardon & Le Huguet

Perchad & Co.
stor g T. Stevens
e & & Le Gros
Custer Phily
C. Pullot & Co
G. Asplot
J Le Huqoet

F. Du Fresoe & Co.
Hlampied & Arthur
e
Schoouer
Ketch L T
Schooner Le Hoquet & Co
Outter 4 No
Cutter
Schooner

Sehoc
Schovaer
K

Firouet

pyright |

Bellons
Jobe & Mary
Mans

Pl

Ralla

Snwas
Welcome

Cutter

Biig
Schoooer
Cusler

Schooner
Cutter
Burque
Brig

Brig
Schanoer

Schoaner
Schoaner
Catter
Cutser
Ketch
Dindy
Cuttet
Dandy

Cutter
Dandy
Cutter

o0 & Le Hoquet
", But
Le Mussarier & Co.
Pallos
Lempaiére
oe &

Hoelin & Le Feuvre
Girundot & Mille
s & de Garis

Austin & Co.

Thoenat Lavan
Saution & Co.
Guarge Asphet

Pilip Pays
P. Lo Grosley
C. Catgrove
ale & Colrmss
Fhilip Payn

J. Le Gros

R. Foster

M. Kent
Philip Payn

Aubin & Le Seelleur
Weight




SurrsuiLners or G

Schoane Johss Fauve
10 ? A Laws
Nalii " 7 E. Seag A Cutte: 5 F. Hamon & Co,
Praivie Flower 7 Arms & Aubmn
Privce ) ? Aubin, Richmood & Le Seelleur
Rapid ¢ L Philip Payn
Red Gownelet 9 Adans
Suvey Lass i Ju..\-\ & Stacey

Forait Lad
fying Fish
Goelle Brig
Gpsy King K Cutter
Hers 7 Ketch
Bavey Mery Bogan: 5 Jedad (uves Dundy
Clomelle
Castoll y
Coe allichan & W
W, Wright
Oeran Hranch 3 % George Wheeler
(Oecan Bride
Ooan Pt
Pulias
"B Guille
Philip Pallot
Picoz, Pallat & Frth
Downing & Morrisey
Gallichan & Noél
Ovient Star 2 Schooner 7 P, Cabot
Racer Ketch 5 Charies Whithey 82 Schoaner
Rewbier Ketch

Willing 0 'S ] g B). Cantell S Schoover |
Zeplyr 8. Schooner JB, Pulle Kesch W. Swain
3 Schoanes 7 G. Balleine

Joln Messervy Ketch Pallot &

Engiser Schoooer ¥ Lo Fouvre Ketch ) La Hugque

Expren b Dandy [l Le Gros & Gallichan Charles Robin & Ca.

Flying Clowd. Sehooner 63 Joha Buhts { A. Anderron

Hoxour 6 Cutter Hamon & Lz Gros Larman & Paskine
Cateer 5 Castel) & Cu. Cuttiy ¥ Baillache & Co
Ketch
——
Dandy
Cotte
Dy

Catter Exnoul & Muuges
lip Jeune

drsservy & Palloc J. Darey

& Co Fligmbeth (] ). Taybar

J. Renoul
Le Coutenr & Bissor
ries Whidey
Sto Croix

Detlaud & Aaley
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ST MARTIN MARINERS

DICKENSON, J 3t
DOREY, George 2 1864 1865
Baptised Dates as Master Notes DOWNER, Alfrwdd

Mustor of Awt e

VER. ] Lived i
L ) Un J FRESNE, Frs 1853-1865  Died 1851
Died 1904, butled Les Croéx cemetery Gromville. Master
Reging 1866, Rayrtia 1572
Lived & Martin

Lived wt L Valleate, Garey 166170, Master of Zepyr 1H54,

GALLICHAN,
GAUDIN, James
GAUTIER, Wilkam

BELLOT, Elie A Hruer :
BI.UUT Francis ! 3 A s 3 ¢ Pegy 1 GUDHU\Y Jotun Char

% 1747 , Frang
Frederick Geocge 1§ F 7 [ﬂ NE, llntcu P Sow of GM. | > s Chied Officer of
l‘ll_lrv'l Franax 2 g Colwbe \( o mm
JEUNE, Jean
: INE, john 7 £ Lived Hilgrove Termce, Gorny
BRAND, William joba ) ! Lived St Martin 1851. Master of Juabelis & fone 1850 JTE;"‘RF;M“; 5 b
homas
BUTT, Edward 0 Unele of Dame Clarn B, opers siog KENT, Edward Thoenus 55 (% Lived in Gorey 1851-85. Married Charlotse Rachel Cantell,
fisle of Wight| Master of Fictory 1452, TG " - Lived
18¢4 1844 1684 Master of Oy o g « ) 2 Aved
i ,,_.:..' ,q‘m{;:: Sishing boat ENT, John 1815 (P 18359-18 Lived fn St Martn. Twin of abo
342 1863-1874 Lived St Martin ¢ 1851 'l Matthew Jolin 1810 (Postsea) 1461 8 Lived in St Martin
I, Francis John 1832 1890- 1868 Lived British Hotel Gorey c 1864 INT, Matthew Joha J\mh:\'lﬁ 3 { 865 Lived in St )
Southamptoa| . (Poctzm
CANTELL, George John 1840 i 19 Lived St Mastin ¢ 1851, Master of Willing 1565, Guney Beiles 1831

and Mh epk 1899, Died 1911 :;"‘ s f
Mastee of

1}. mm‘u.l.lm " Charles Lived
1840, Jasaich
LE BRETON, Francis Andet wsu Lived st Railway Lidge 157)
COO Date 1890-1903. In 1456 sl Bishing from Rosel aged B0,

anct
0. Widow kept Castwright's Tayern

Lived in St Martin. 1851 Master of Eoferprce. 1861
Died 1896, buried in St Martin,  COCQ, Il\mu.u 18924901 Lived st Les Butieres, Faldouet

Master of Lafle Rookh INGD, Lived i St Martin ¢ 1 OUR, 5 ! Lived Gocey until Mars ouish Tardift
Lived in St Murtin 8 Rived 3¢ Marin, Masta of Seemael e Mary 1848,

Last without trace e wopase Newloundiand fo Jersey. S & Lawrel 1836, M #4
Mnster of Mary Ei 6, Virgiuie 1842-48, Lived in &t 4 on of Jean. v of Lawrel 1836, Mary fue §
Martin 183648 : i 1A Lived at Speing Vi, Faldoust
lliam 1 3921916 : 1838
CHY, u\ n Walter 2 : Lived in S Martn £ HUQUET, / s x[:/:n ]:h;

Lived in L 1826

Lived in St Martin. Master 0f & coug




LE HUQUET, Fhilippe
HUQUET, Philip
HUQUET, Pailiy
HUQUET, Thomas

> SAUTEUR, Alfred
;, SEELLEUR, A
SEELLEUR, George

ELLEXR, Vhilip
R,

MOLLET, Edwad |
MOLLET, Francis Jobm

MOLLET, Fredenc

MOSES, Affred |
NICOLLE, Edward Gor

NICOLLE, FG
NOEL, David

NOEL. George

1564-1889

I861-1874
y 1840

1864
1866

1909

1820- 1846

18741882

1981916

1914

L. George 1828 (Grouville) 1861-1880s

. Hy 1
NOEL, Matthew |
NOEL, Phap

PALLOT, Clesnent
PALLOT, Elins George

PALLOT, Elias Nicholus.

PALLOT, fohn
PALLOT, Nicholes
PALLOT, Nicholas

PARK, Sasnvel Henry
PAYNE, Helier
PERCHARD, Edward

8461-18800
1834
1801
1854
1833
18201
1829

1649

il
3
3

1844
1821
1819

18361061

18581820
1853-1870

c1f7t
1825-1847

18701879
1887
1867

1514
18671
1554
1828 7

Lived at Elmore.

Tived o S¢ Martin

Lived i 5t Martinn Master of Wi

Lived in Union Place, Gorey. Master of Galotes and
Waserley,

Lived n Geney. Master of Energy and Pragrese. Lost at sex

Lived »t | Wesley Place, Gorey 1885, Master of G
Lived at Cartacet View, Faldooet Married Ann Jane Nost
Burled In St Mastin cometery
Lived ot Tivali, S Marrin. Master of visaus English vessels
od § Faldooet. Master of $5. P
St ut sen in the [930s
fior House, Faldouet and Bank Dale, Gorey,

Lived ut Ville Brée 1891
Master of senall vessnl at Chausey 1765

Lived Swssex Lodge, Faldoset. Married Fliza Susan Lo

Huguet. Busied m St Martin cemetery

Lived in St Martn,

Lived at Faldouet House, 159§

Lived in St Martin « 1851 Died a2 Elm Bask

Lived in St Martia

Son of Nichalas. Lived st Welton Houye, Master of

schoomer SY Catherine 1

Lived in St Matin, Master of Morel vessels in Cardiff. Died

1696,

Lived ot La Tourelie in St Martin

Lived @ St Murtin:

San of Philip. Lived in St Martin. Master of Charles, foby,

Jokw amd Mary 20d Queen

Lived in S Mastin

fa ster of 55, Breagfnd

Master of Heather Belle and

Eifine.

Lived In S Martin. Master of S5. Denbiphokive

Lived in St Mastn,

Lived in St Halier,

Sem of Philip. )

HICHARDSON, Jobn

RICHARDSON, Leighton T

RICHARDSON, Thoema

RICHMOND, Willis
STARCK, Chardes

SWAIN, Charles

TURNIDGE. Eduuad
WHEELEN, Georze

WHEELER, Philip
WHITLEY, Charles Elias
WHITLEY, Charles Eliss

WHITLEY, Flas
WOODS, Alfred Forter

WRIGHT, Jobn
YOUNG, James Heary |8

1819 1864
1895 1944

1528 1851 TK65
01915

rismouth) 1857 1H68

Live: Sc
Lived in St A Master of HMH.S. §t Desi 1914,
and GW.R"e S fulie
Lived in St
Lived in Union Flace, Goi
Line vesse!

v, 1811900
1851, Master of ¢ raech and Forest

Married Fanmry Hooquard, Master of Alahums.

Lived at La Main Fiefs, Rocel. Retired from sen 1806
San of abave

Drowned st sen 18

Lived m Gorey <185

Lived at Beulah House, Gorey. Master of Kivg
Lived in St Martin, 1851
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CHAPTER NOTES AND AUTHORS

1. ANCIENT TIMES
The geology and topography of St Martin - Dr. John Renoufl

St Martin in pre-history; the first farmers of the Neolithic — Dr. Joln Renoul and Mary
Gibb
The Dolmens of St Martin - Mary Gibb

2. MEDIEVAL HISTORY

Mont Orgueil Castle - Christopher Aubin

Rosel and the Lempriére-Robins - Katie Le Quesne

Le Saut Geoffrol -~ Bob Hill and Katie Le Quesne

Les Chefs Tenants du Fief de la Reine — Anthony Paines

Puge 27, Strictly, chefs tenants were tenants of the fief, but with the decline of the feudal system
their rights over, and duties in respect of, the commune - the common Jand - became the
Important aspect. The tithe wsed here is embossed on the leather bound covers of the 19th- and
20th-century minute books.

Page 34 A translation of the 19th-century minutes has been provided by Mrs. EM. Bois

3, 17TH TO 19TH CENTURIES

The Don roads - Graham Crosby
Puge 36 For an account of the Reverend Le Couteur's contribution to the Battie of Jersey see
the section in Chopter 16,
Fuge 37, Copies of both the Duke of Richmond map and the Godfray map are displayed in St
Martin's Public Hall and can be examined in the Société Jersiaise Library.
Fuge 38 A full plan of Jersey's Don roads is printed on the front endpaper of Joan Stevens’ Old
Jersey Houses, Vol.2

The Jersey Eastern Railway - Chrns Blackstone

The mills of Rozel = Auae Perchard

The defensive towers of St Martin - Mary Gibb

Machicoulis. A parapet furmished with epenings between supporting corbels for dropping
Stones eI, On ass: ants.

Rozel, or Le Couperon, Barracks ~ Mary Gibl

360 / ST MARTIN, JKissy

St Martin’s Arsenal - Mary Gibb
Haut de la Garenne - Helen Baker and Katie Lo Que
Sash windows, round arches and shuatters — Christopher Scholefield

Date stones - Gerald Le Cocqg
4. THE GREAT WAR 1914-1918 — Nigel Le Gresley

5. MICROCOSM NO MORE - THE FORCES FOR CHANGE
St Martin and the motor car - Peter Tabb
The bus family Slade - Graham Crosby

Page 76. El Hassa is situated 100 yards north of St Martin’s Garage with the bus garuges, now
overgrown, still visible on the left-hand side of the road.

Page 76. The photogeaph shows E| Hassa in its original state as a single-storey cottage. The
second storey was added by Edward Slade around the tum of the century.

Page 77, The forge was already thero in the 1881 census when Charles Garnier was listed
blacksmith, the house then being called Orkney Cottages.

Page 79, A Slade Dennis ‘Lancer’ appeared on the 31p stamp in Jersey Transpost — Buses'
series in April 1998, 1t iz pictured at Archirondel with St Catherine in the background

Page 79, Edwand’s sister-in-law, Inis Falle, lived at Wavesley Farm
Tourism and St Martin ~ Graham Crosby

6. THE GERMAN OCCUPATION 1940-1945

The Island’s story - Anthony Paines

My memories of the Occupation - Beatrice Le Huquet

Occupati hildhood - Anne Perchard

The Occupation of the Parish - Monica Amy

German fortifications in the Parish of St Martin - Michael Ginns
A Jersey widow’s thoughts . . . — poem - Jackie De Gruchy

The Roll of Honour ~ 1939-1945

% LES ECREHOUS - Chnis Blackstone
Prehistoric and monastic periods
Quarrylng




Fishing and the disputes between Jersey and France

Loag term residents and recreational visttors

& THE CHURCHES

The Parish Church - Lawer

St Martia's Church, Gouray - La

St Martls of Towrs - La

The Roman Catholic Church - Kabe Le Queme
The Methodist Church - Beuy s

The St Martin perquage - Katis 1 Quaesr

The Housewifie's coreer

9. THE JERSEY MILITIA ~ Muurice L

10 THE MUNICIPALITY

The Paridh administration - Helen lamgied
St Mactin's Public Hall - H

Parish finances - Chiriy Biackstone

The Honorary Folice - Muur

Tege 196, Taformatsn abou
works snd dai
e 1
and St Fete

St Catherine - the harbour that never was - H Marete-Croshy
‘The Royal Naval Training School - Katie Le Que
The oyster fisheries - Kutie Lo
The Newfoundiand trade - Aat
Virate - Anthany Faires
St Catherine's Lifebost - 1% hardson snd Sarah Johason
Gorey Regatta

at the stesn camies the cr:
Castle. The

Nicolss, Bshay

esants’ repres

nation or shame. The wavy bands

St Catharine’s Salling Club ~ Chris Biacksans

John Jes's

St Martin's Football Club - X.
Rezel Rovers - Gerald Le Cocq
St Martin - K

John Ambslance - Jonsy Pullot

St Martin's Women's Institute - Kath Richar

The Girl

The Boys’ Brigade - Jerny Pallot
St Martin's Diamond Clsb - Jenny
St Martin’s Flower Club

1. NATURAL HISTORY

Bird lifo ~ Mike Seersiford

Wikd fowers - Eonice W

The squlrrels of the woods of St Martis - De. Lauls
St Martin gardens and gardeners - Jeany Pallo

15. TALES OF OLD ST MARTIN

Memories of youth on a Jersey farm — The lte Reverend Ge

A tale of broken eggs - The lnte Vivian Richardson
Memories ~ Mooica Amy and S

e Whitley

i The *Clachier Rap 4 abler 11v Chasrmon, Ser e
of the ore M. Bernurd Binmingios, € e Ju
q, M. Rocadd Mischell and Jurst Michuiel R s thony

Gorwy Castie Yacht Clab — Chris 7

Gorey Boat-Owners Association
16, THE PEOPLE OF ST MARTIN

13, THE COMMUNITY Introduction ~ Kt Le Qusne and Chis Blacks

“The incidence of family names - Anthoay Punes

The Reverend Frangols Le Coateur — Kalte Le Queste

Edmund Blampied ~ Katee Le Ques

The *ive hundred year' familics - Chrn Blacksione nnd ey Palloe

interviews with Jahn Le Seelleer

Planning & development — Maurice Lees
Pasty palitics - Anne Terchan Ma Paratsse — poem - Amulia Perchard
St Martin's Battle of Flowers Association - Freer Germasn, Peccy Glegael and I
1L PARMING: THE STAPLE INDUSTRY - Anne I The schools of $¢ Martin ~ Gerald Le Cocg and Chrs Blacksine
Farming Jerriais in St Martin - the language shift - Profosor Necol Spence
Comsice Agricole de St Marta The St Mirtin Basds — Kaie Le €

St Martin's Olde Tyme Music Hall - Trovor ¢
12, MARITIME ST MARTIN The St Martin tapestry - Nascy Thellunsd
Ship-bailding at Gorey and St Catherine - Authiny Prines

and Germain ~ From mivrviens with

From fenily meoceds nstingai
w with Geruld Richardson and Nancy V
Goruy Fite - Kate L Quesoe
Jumellage - Bob Hil

5t Martin fumilles - Cligia Back




